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YE REPORT OF THE PAID FIRE DEPARTMENT
F THE CITY OF MASON CITY, IOWA FOR THE

YEAR ENDING, DECEMBER 3 , 1948

**************************1t**********************************
To the Honorable H01ard E.Bruce,

ayor,
as on Oi ty,IO'YJ'a.

~·1aroh14th, 949

Dear Sir:
I have the honor here ith to submit to you the

YEARLY REPORT of the Fire Departme f r the year endine,
Dece ber 31, 948 this being my sixth and the thirty-
nin h yearly re ort of the Paid Fire Depart ent of the
City of ason City, Io~.

Also bein
Mayor-Council for

the fourth year y report under the
of City Government.

It will sho s far as possible the record of
operations, alarms, valua.tions, insurance and losses on
buildings and contents by fire durine the year and y
recommendations for the betterment and im orovement 0
the Department and ire service and increasing of its
efficiency.

Any information pertaining to the Department
desired by you and not contained herein, will be supplied
on your request.

Respectfully submitted,

James
Chief De artment.
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PERSONNEL OF THE FIRE DEPARTMENT
YEAR ENDING, DECEMBER 31, 1948

Chief of Department............................ 1
Captain of Fire Department..................... 3

ieutenant of Fire Department.................. 6
Firemen First Class............................ 21
Firemen Second Class........................... 4

Firemen Third Class.......... .•.•.•.•••.••••••• 1

Total al.L g a..des............................... 36

Of the above Personnel, the fo lowing
special assignments are made.

Fire Alarm Operator, Firemen First Class....... 1
Fire Alarm Operator, Lieutenant................ 1

ire Alarm Operator, Firemen Second Cla_ss...... 1
Fire Inspector, Captain........................ 1
Secretary to Chief, Firemen First Class........ 1
Re ief Fire Alarm Operator & Inspector,

Lieutenant.... 1
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NAME
CHIEF

Ke ley,
RANK

DATE OF APPOINTMENT
TO DEPARTMENT TO RANK

es•.•••••••••••August 10,1908 ..••.•..•••June 16,1944
Captain

Keenan, Thoma •••••.•..•July 5,1928 •••••••.•••January 1,1932
ierce, Clifford J ••••••••May 18,1928 •••••••••••June 16,1944

Sweeney, Vern E •••.•••..••Oc ober 5,1920 •••••••••••March 2,1921
Lieutenants

Cunningham,John K••.•.••••January20,1931 •••••••.•.•March
Hutchi son,Harol H •••.•.••J ne 1,1929 ••••••...•• Sept.
Hesse,Frank A•••.••••••••• August 1,1930 •••••••••••Sept.
Arnold, A.Boyd •••••.•...••July l,1928 •••••••••.•July
Faktor, ~artin J ••••••.••• ept. l,1929 •••••.•..••June
loore, red E •...•.. '!. '!. •••• Oct. 16,1937 ••••.••..••Au ust

Fire en First Class. D .King, eo • ••••••.•••••• ay
Fields, Douglas C •••••.•.•Sept.
Grelk, Fred 0•••••••••.••• May
McGrath,William P ••••••••• 0
Arnold, Lynn •••••••••••• A'gust

esse, Alfred B••••••••••• arch
Power Leo K Dec
Lauen,Marvin A•••••••••••• Sept.
Carroll,Jesse J ••••.•••.••Sept.
Gardinier, Lyle E•••••••••Sept.
Schurtz, Harold E•••••••••Se t.
Fritz Elmer J•••••••••••• Sept.
Waller, Ray D•••••••••••••Jan.
Fessenden, Glenn W •••.••••Feb.
Berry, Walter M •••••••••••Feb.
Cunningham, Warren H •••••••June
Lauer, Vincent A ••.•••.•••Ju1y
Dosen, Make M ..••.••.•••••Sept.
Faktor, Ted L •••••••••.•••Apri1
Reublin, Robert R •••••..••April
Marsh, Harold R ••.•••..•.•April

1,1928
1,1931
1,1933
8,1934
1,1935

14,1936
1,1936
1,19'9
1,1939
1,1939
1,1939
1,1939

10,1940
1,1943
1,1943

26,1945
3,1945
9,1945

16,1946
16,1946
23,1946

14,1936
1,1939
1,1939

18,1943
16,1944

1,1946

•••••••.•.•December27,1933
••••......•March 1,1933
••••••••..•February ,1938
•••...•••••Sept. 1,1938
•••••.•••••Sept. 16,1938
••••.•••••• ay 16,1939
•••••••••••Feb. 16,1940
•••.•••••••Sept. 1,1942
•.•..•...•• Sept. 1,1942
••••••••••• Sept. 1,1942
••••.•..••• Sept. 1,1942
••••••••.•• Feb. 1,1943
••.••.•••••Jan. 10,1943
••••••.•..• April 16,1946
••••••••.••April 16,1946
••....•••••Dec. 26,1947
•••.•••••••Jan. 3,1948
•••••••.•••March 8,1948
••••••.••••October 15,1948
••••••••••• October 15,1948
••••.••••.•October 22,1948

Fireman Second Class
Holt, John H•..•.•...•..•• July 18,1946 •••••••.•••January 17,1948
McDougle, Dwaine O ••••••••July 19,1946 •••••••••••January 18,1948
Allen, Dan N •...••• ~••••••Nov. 19,1946 •••••••••••May 18,1948
Rice, Louis V.Jr ••••••••••January 1,1947 •.•••.•••••July 1,1948

Fireman Third CIa s
Blunt, ichard R •.•.••••••March 20,1948 •••..••.••• Sept. 20,1948

Fire Alam Operators
Lieutenant Hartin J.Faktor ••.•...•.•••.••.••••.••••• July 6,1946
Fireman First Class Kil1iam P.J.IcGrath•.•..••••••...• February 8,1946
Fireman Third Class an • len •••••••••.••.•...•••• Dec. 22,1946

~
Alarm Operator & Inspector •••••

ieutenant A.Boyd Arnold •••••.••••••••.•.•••••.••••• ebruary 8,1946
Fire Inspector

Captain Vern E.Sweeney •••••..•••.•••... :..••.••...•• Sept. 1,1937
Secretary to Chief

Fireman First Class Ray D.tfal1er••••..••••..•.••..•. August 1,1946



4FIRE DEPARTMENT ROSTER
YEAR-1948

NAME & TITLE ADDRESS TELEPHONE NUMBER
CHIEF

James Kelley •••••.•...••• 4l8-South Quincy Avenue ••.......•.•.•• 4045
FIRE ALARM OPERATORS

Martin J.Faktor •.•..•.... 220t-lst Street South West •.•........• 4035
William P.McGrath •.••..•• 432-lst Street North East •...•.••...•• 2384
Dan N.Allen ••.......•...• 2253-2lst Street South West .•.••....•• 4939 J

FIRE ~1 OPERATOR & INSPECTOR
A.Boyd Arnold ••••.••.•.•• 103-l4th Street North East ••••.•..•..• 2987 W

FIRE INSPECTOR
Vern E.Sweeney •••••••••.• 1824-South Federal Avenue •••••••••..•• 2036

CAPTAINS
Thomas M.Keenan •••••••••• 1943-North Carolina Avenue •••••...•.•• 2950
Clifford J.Pierce •.••..•• 234-6th Street South East •••.••.•....• 1575 W

LIEUTENANTS
Jo~ K.Cunningham •••.•..• 670-9th Street South East ••.•.......•• 2569 W
Harold H.Hutchison •••..•• 803-North Jackson Avenue •.••••••••.•.• 4129
Frank A.Hesse •••••..•.•.• 1320-South Pennsylvania Avenue ••••.•.• 3672 J
Fred E.Moore •••.••••••.•• 540-7th Street South East •••••..•...•• 2492 W

FIREMAN FIRST CLASS
Leo D.King ••••...••....•• 203-26th Street South \'1est•••.•..•..••
Douglas C.Fields ••••.•.•• 524-21st Street South East ••••....•.••
Fred O.Gre1k ••••••..••••• 827-9th Street North East •••••••.•••••
Lynn A.Arnold •••••••••••• 9l5-North Harrison Avenue ••.•....•.••.
Alfred B.Besse •••••••..•• 538-East State Street ...•..••....•.•. ,
Leo M owers ••••••.•••••• 1504-South Kentucky Avenue ••••••••••••
Marvin A.Lauen •••••••.••• 23i-2nd Street South East •.•.•••••..••
Jesse J •Carroll •••••••••• 229-6th Street North \4fest•••••••.••.••
Lyle .Gardinier ••••••••• 2404-South Madison Avenue ••••.••.•••••
Harold E.Schurtz •••••••.• 2514- outh Federal Avenue ••••••••••.••
Elmer J.Fritz •••••••.•..• 1441-North President Avenue ••••••••.••
Ray D.Waller ••••...••..•• 14l$-South Pennsy v nia Ave ue ••.•••.•
Glenn g.Fessen en •••••••• 52l~19th Street South East ••••..•..•.•
Walter 1.Berry••••••••••• 1632-North Federal Avenue ••••.•••.••••
Warren H.Cunningham •••.•• 2601-4th Street South West ••••...••••
Vincent A.Lauer •.•••••.•• 718-North Monroe Avenue •••..••.••..•.•
Mike M. Dosen ••.••....•.•• 720-South Po k Place ••.•.......•.....•

ed .Faktor •••••.••••••• 053~East State treet •...•••.•..•...•
obert R.Reub1in •••••••.• 6l6-South dams Avenue .•••.••••••••..•
aro d R.Ma sh ••••••••.•• 3-2nd Street outh West •.•••••••...•

2004
2054 J
4665
33382094
5060 W
2023 J
3415 LW
3862 J
3915 W
2403 w
5310 W
5009 J
5342 'VI
3876 w
2899 J
5051 J
4007 J
30 1 LJ
4170

FIREMAN ECO C A
John H.Ho1t •••••••••••••• 439-29th Street South West •••.••...••• 4218 W
Dwaine O.McDougle ••••••.• 82l-South Carolina Place •••••••.•••••• 3378 J
L~uis V.Rice,Jr •••••••••• 509-South Adams Avenue ••...•••••....•• 1434 W

FIREMAN THIRD CLASS
Richard R.B unt ••••.•.••• 670-9th Street South East .•••..•..•••• 2248
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MASON CITY FIRE DEPARTMENT
Ho ard E. ruce

MAYOR
James Kelley

CHIEF OF DEPARTMENT
A.Boyd Arnold
RELIEF ALARM OPERATOR & INSPECTOR Vern •Sweeney

FIRE INSPECTOR
FIRE

William P.McGrath
ALARM OPERATORS

Martin J.Faktor Dan N.Allen

HEADQUARTERS
FIRST BATTALION SECOND BATTALION

SALVAGE Co.No.l
Fred E.Moor ••.••.•.••..• Lieutenant ••••••.••..•. John K.Cunningham
iike M.Dosen •••••••••••.••• Driver •••.••.•••....• Ray D.Waller

Warren H.Cunningham •••••• Salvageman ••••••••••.•• Vincent A.Lauer
Ted .Fakto ••••.•••••••• Salvageman ••••.•••••••• Louis V.Rice,Jr.

~OMBINATION Co. No.1
Clifford J.Pierce •••••.••.• Cantain ••••••.•.••••• Thomas M.Keenan

eo M.P01.,ers••••••••••.•••• Driver •••••••.••••••• Lynn A.Arnold
Jesse J.Carroll ••••••••• Ladderman No.l •••.•••••• Fred O.Grelk
Elme J.Fritz •••.••.•.•• L dderman No.2 .••••.•••• Walter M.Berry
John H.Holt •••.•.••••••• L dderman No.3 ••.••••••• Dwaine O.McDougle
Harold E.Schurtz ••••••••••• Plugman ••••••.•••..•. Robert R.Reublin
Marvin A.Lauen Richard R.Blunt

ENGINE Co.No.2
2020 So.Federal Avenue

Harold H.Hutchison •••••.• Lieutenant ••••••••••.•• Frank A.Hesse
Lyle .Gerdinier ••••••••••• Driver •.••.•••••••.•• Alfred B.Hesse

eo D.Kine ••••••••••••••••• P ugman •••••••••••••• Douglas C.Fields
Harold .Marsh •••••••••.••• Pipeman •••••••••••.•• Glenn '.Fessenden



SALVAGE Co.

COMBINATION Co.No.1

ENGINE Co. No.2

ENGINE Co. No. 1
(In Reserve)

GINE CO. 0.:3(In Reserve)

~----------------~--------------------~SECOND BATTALION

SALVAGE Co. No. 1

COMBINATION Co.No.1
CHIEF'S CAR

ENGINE Co. No.2

ENGINE Co. No. 1
(In Reserve)

ENGINE o, 0.:3
(In Reserve)

F I P A l-1ENT
o G A N I Z A T ION

194 8



MASON CITY FIRE EPARTMENT YEARLY REPORT
or the Year ending, December ,1948

A TI ITIE OF THE IRE PREVEN ION U EA
he Fire revention Burea wa ore nized on

eptember 1,1937 ith Fire nspecto Capt in Vern E.Sweeney, who
devote os of his ime this yea 0 the reinspection of inspections
brought in by the members of the Fire Force. e also tills in for
both a tains on heir days of • On February 8th, 946 Lieutenant
A.Boyd Arnold was apPOinted as 2nd inspector to assist Mr Sweeney.
A Boyd Arnol inspects da s er wee and fills in three d ys er
-ree_ A. relief ire ar erator, thereby givine each regular
ire Alarm Operator on da off _er week.

The Fire Prevention Bureau issued 1556 burning permits
and 31 occupational permits.

The Fire Prevention Bureau have iven Fire Prevention
talks and demonstrations 0 most the lower grade children in all
schools, cubs, gatherings, and retail establishments.

The following show the activities of the Fire
Prevention Bureau for the year.
Bureau Inspections No.1 Inspector ••••...•.........•••••.•••
Burea einpections No. Inspector •••.••.••.••.••.••....•••
Bureau pecia! Inspections No. nspector •••.....•........•

ureau Inspections No.2 Inspector .•..•••••...•.•..•...•.••.
Burea Reinspection o , 2 Inspector •.•.•...•...•....•..•.••

ure Speci Inspections No.2 nspector•.•..••••••...•••
In pectio y iremen 3rd las ••••..•.•.•••.•••.••..•..•••
Inspection by iremen 2n lass ••.•••.••••••...•...........
Inspectio s by Fire e s as •..••.......•.•.••...•.•••••
Ins ection b f ice ••.•••••.•..•..•••....•••••.•...•.•••
T t d.ep.rtment inspectio .•••••••••.•.........•...•.•.•••
Verba otlces served .
Verb notices comp ied with ••••.•••.....••.•...••.•.•....••

ritten notices served•.•••.•..••...•.•..••.••.....•.•....••
Written notice complied with ••••••.•••••••••••••••.••••••••

e ound in ooden containers ••••••...•••••••••.•.•.•.•••
Ashes found in paper containers •••.••••••..•••••••..•••••..•

shes ound ainst woo e partitions •.••••.•••..•...•.•.•••
Ashe removed ...........................•...................
ubbleh condl tlon ound .
ubb1sh conditio A remo ed .•...............................

ammab e ecoratl0 B ou d..........•.•....•..•............
e p ner in excess••.•••••..•.••••••..••.•.•.•••.•.•..•.•

a!e - er removed .
ar-bagecondl tlon ound .

b.ge onditions or e ed•..•...••...........••••.....•••
t oors found locked .

E it lights out or not roperly marked•.••••.••••.••.....•••
Ex1t doors out of order ....................................•
E 0 res in walls, loor, chimney & ceilings ••••.••••..•••
E:xpoe rea closed. .
Ob tructions of basements tound •••••••............•••.....••
Obstruc ion of h ways .
be ruetlon 0 fire esc e. ~~ ~ .,~ e ••

q ructio of pri r heads •.••••••••..•...•••••.•.•..•••
r ction of s Rir d. ainra q •••••••••••••••••••••••
ruc ions removed ••.•••••••.••••••••••••.•••..•.•.•••...•

400
813
11

144
7440
99

569
2 074496004

41
127

8
6
7
1
4

1230
790

8
4

2
2
1

16
3
8
6

17
36
2
7
4

80



ACTIVITI o FI PREVENTION BUREAU
contin ed

Ga' plate connected ith rub hose........................ 7
Ga te not p oper y inst 0 insulated ••••.•••.••••••

ops oi y rag not properly ared fo ••••••••••••••••••••• 52
Fir extinguishe nee recharging ••••.••••.....•••..•.•...• 59
Co pints receive •.•••••••.••••••••.•.•.•••.•..••.••••••.• 19
Complain e investigat ••••••.••••••.•••••••..•.•••.•.••• •• 19
Com a1nts just1f1ed....... •••••••••••••••••.••••••••.••••• 13

omn slnts not just1 led.... ••••••.•••••••.••••••••.••••••.• 6
efe red t B ld1ng Depart en ••.•.••••••.••••.•••.....•..• 36

R ferr d 0 lectr1c Department •.••••••••.••.•.••••••..••••• 33
e erred to P.G.& E. gas department......................... 1

Ref r e to .G. • e ectr1 department.................... 1
Electric w1res in bad condition ••.•••.•.••..•.••••..•••••••• 36
Drop or e over me al. •••..•.•••••••••••••••••••••••• .,........ 90
Inflamm b e l1quid found.•••••••••••••••••••••••.•••••••••• 28
Innammab e lq 1ds removed................................. 2

atche 0 roper y cared or. ••••••••••••••••••.•••.••••• 1
*****
* ** ******
*
*
*

***** ****** ••• * ****** * * ******.•
* * * * * * * * * *
* * * * * * * ••• * ****** .••** * * *.••.•• * * * *
* * * * * ••• * * * *
* * * * * ••• ••• ** *
* * ***•.••*** * ***.••**** * * *

** *
* **.••**.••.••*

* *
* ** *

.••******* *.•• *.•• *
**** *
* *
* *.•• *

**.••*** .••
* ****.••*
••• •••

* ** *

******
***.••*
*
******.••**

**.••****
**
*
**
*

***
* ** *
* *
* *
* *
***

******
* ** *
* *.•• * *
* * ******* *

** ** ********
•••
*•••

* *
* ** *

**
**



ACTIVITIE OF THE FIRE PREVENTION BUREAU
Comtinued

Kind of buildings inspected during year 1948
ts . ·.. ·..........• •• ·. ·. ·............... ·..bui1dine •••••••••

U£te ••••••
........... ·..·.· .· . ·. ·.......... • •ses •••• ............... ·....................... ·......... · ....... ·.. ·................ · . · . ·....plants •• ·.. ·. ·.·....·....... ·. .. ·..·.ui1dings ••• ·.. ·........ ·..·...... ..... ·.. · .

ages •••••••••••• ·.. ·.. ....·..·.. • • ·.. ............... ·.. ·.·... · . ·..... ·...... ·.....
s. ·......... ·..·.....

s •.... .... ·... ..
A e ·.. ... ·.......

SPEC I DrSPECTION

omrnercial buildings
Pri va e :\'ie11in
A artments ..

choo ••.••.
Theatres •..
Fi lin~ stations •••

ffice~B ildings ••
Factory .
Wholesale houses ••••••••••
Church .

·.....·...·... ·........ ·....·..·... ...·.....·....... ·.. ·............. ·.......·... ·....·.. ·.. ·... ..·.... ·...
KIN and MAKE

IN SERVICE

TOTAL
T.·1

MANUFACTURER WAY \yAY
ST ER

OUR
\'lAY
STEAMER

9

·.
440
108

3617
75253123
99250

11800
65
33?52

o
6

2
566

226
14
3

• •

·..·.
·..·...
·..
·..
·..·.

212
8
1
2
1
1
2
2
1

• • • . • • • . • • • • . • • [one •.•••••.• ·....... one ·... 1

I 1 52 · . Nonea .............. ·....... ·.... 53

mith •••••••.••••• None ••••..•• · . one ·.... 5252

44 ·....... 5 •••••274Ludlow . 5 · .
l'laterous•••••.••••• 58one . · . one

43830796 35Tote in service ••• ·......
·.... 5

·...



OR YEAR ENDIN E EMBER 31s I 94
******i.***********************************************************Ala. eceive erb

arm e eived Police ••••••
e eived p iIT ers.. •••••••••

Received elephone 6 & 6 •.•••
eceived elephone 35.

R~ceived False ••••••••.•••.•••••.
e e1ve .M••....••...

r see ved PM.......... . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 292
******************************************************************ileR TrFlveed to

o rs wor e a.t
ber 0 iremen Ope a ing at

umber of imes Pumps Operated
urne of i e Pum Operated

3 Inch Hose sed •.........
? 1/2 Inch sed•.

/2 Inch ose Use
Booster Hose ed ••.•

oster Tank Use
Han Pumps se. •• ••••.••

a de 8
v rants Use ••...
ight Generator Used •..•....•.
mok E ector Used •..••.••••••

250 Watt Portable Home Lite used with enerator ••••..
500 W tt Portab e Home ite used with generator ••

if boa se
esu ("itto and

urre 1 I-Service
Fires out on arriv •••..•...•....•.••.•.. .•• 50
********************************************i~*********************

F E A T I E P 0 To P N

·..... ·.. ·....·..... ·.·..·....·.... ...·. ....·...·. ·....·.... ·. · .·..... ..................· .·. • •••••• 8

e prms•• ·.. ·...·........
e ..• ......... ·.........

lam
for

o

·..oster.
ose inee .. ·.·. ·....Feet

eet
eet
eet

on
1
ef>

·.. ......·......... ·. ·.. ·..·.. ·... ... • •••• G
• ••• G.. ·.. ·...

d . .... ·.. ·......... ·.. ·.·. ....·.. • ••·..... ·.. ·. ·..
......................... ·.nhal

s
tor eed..

Used ..•. ·.. ·..·..
a ·... ·.....

IRE CCURRE

10

·.. 332
8

72
303
56

..·..

o 5.1
280:23

2,979
74
25

1,050
7,4256,900

40, 50
6,725
382.5
1 4,~

19
65
7
1
4

3

brio and stone b i1din~s•.••...•
In etucc and rio veneer~bui1 ings•.
In Iron CIa buildings •••.•
In Frame Buildings •......•.
In Bu ldin~s not 1ae ifie ••.
In Automo llee and rue s•••••.
Other than Buildin Fires•••
Total number of Fires....... ••••.•. .•.••. 287
************************ *****************************************

·.. ·.....·. ·.....·. ·.....·.....·........ ..·....·. ·.... • • ·......................·........·. ·. ·..·.... ·............. ·....

EXTEN F FIRES
Confined to poin

onf ned to roo
of origin.

o origin•. .....·..... • e

35
5
1
3
360

100·..
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IRE PERATION REPO ONTINUED
U AND OSES

f he uildinuA Involved b Fire ..••• 4,015,7 .00
of the ontente Involved by ire ...... 7,360 85 .10

f roperty Involved by ire ...... 1 376,639.10

Insurance on uildings Involved by ire•.•.• 3;333,286.0
nsurance on ontents Involved b ire ...... 6,576,3 3.40

Insurance on ro erty Involved b Fire ••.••• 9,909,669.4

ota! Insurance oss on uilding •••••.•.......... $ 23,2 7.44
Total InRurance oss on ontente .................. 1 J 004.26
Tot Insurance os for ear 1948 ...............• 33,291.70

Total
Tot
Total

oss Insured and Uninsured on Buildines •••••
Loss Insured and Uninsured on Contents .•••.•

oss Insured and Uninsured for Year 1948 •••
32,670.26
12 384.46
4.5,054.7

os Per ire
o OBS. • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 156

Lese aan 5.00 ......................................•..... 2
e q han 00. 00 •..................... e • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 68

Lesa Than 500.0 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 34
es han I 000.00 7

Les h 5 000.0 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9
es ha 0 J 0 0.0 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1

Over 0,00".0 •...........................................

PERSON I LED & INJURED
Due to ire

948
Fire en illed during the Yea.r•••.•..•.•..•....••....•.....••

ire e Injure du ine:the ear. ..••.....•........•.........• I?
Civilian i1led during the ear............................ 0
Civilia s InJur durin the Ye •.•••.....••....•...•..•...• 3

SALVAGE "10

At ires.................................... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 238
Sal.vace overs Spread........................................ 53
Other han 1 e ........................•...................• 1~6
Sal.vege Cover Spread......... . . . . . . . . . . . e • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 6

COl-1PARI o OS E
o
os

for 947
o 1948

......................................... 45,236.38
4 ,054.70........................... ..............



hes cleaning tumb er
Anti-Freeze on ho mo or ••••••.••..••••••..•.•
Ar ligh ignited paper invacuum printing
A he in woode bas et •••••••
Bac draft from furnace •••••••••••••••
Battery charger sho e
Bl w tor h set ire to gasoline ••
Blown head gasket set fire to floor mat ••••••••
Bonfire unattended •••••••••••••.
Burning grass set fire
Burning old ties •••••••••......•••
Burning rubbi h no ermit ••••••.••.•••••••
Burni e rub ish 0 close to building •••••••••
Camp ire sprea 0 gr ss •.•••.••••••

arburator flooded ••••.••••••••••
Children p a ing ith matches ••.•

bi ney burning ou •••••••••••
Cigarette .

o hes to ose to urnace •••
C othing aroun vent pipe of hot ater heater ••••••

urtains ble in electri toaster •••••••
De ective bur-ner-on gas plate •••
Defe tive chimney ••
Defective oaster ••••••••••
Defective iring ••••
Elec ric iron eft on ••
Ele tri otor urned ou •••
Elect ic switch shorted •••••••••••••••••••
Emergency brake Ie on ••
Fan belt slip ing caught fire.
Fire fro bu ner of dish washer ••••••••...
Fuel il spilled on stove •••••••••
Furnace blo ed burning soot into basket of clothing ••
Gas leak ignited by pilot light ••••.••••••••••••••
Gasoline fumes ignited from gas heater •••••••
Gasoline taking on hot otor ••••••••••••••••
Gasoline leaking on light bulb ••••
Gasoline pressure stove flared up.
Grass ire out of control •••••
Grease on
Hot ashes
Hot coals in cinder pile •.••
Improper insulation under stove ••••••
Incendia
Kerosene
Kerosene

erosene stove flare up •.
Lightning •••••••••.•••
Motor back ired ••••••.••••
Natural gas explOsion ••••••••
Newspa er stored on furnace smokepipe ••
Overheated furnace •••••••••••••.
Overheated oil
Overheated
Overheated stovepipe •••••••••••••••.•••

CAUSES F FI ES
YEAR
1948

Air vent on cl lugge
r-ame,

·. • 8 ••..... · .
·...·.ole •.o ·.........·.

..·..·..........·.·... ·..·... ·.
• •·..·.........

·... ·.....·.·.. ·........ · .••• .. ·....· .·...·.
... ·.·.....·.....

·...

·..·.·. ·..·........·.....................
·.

motor •.•....................
in trailer •••••••• ... ·....

·.·.... ·...·... ·.·.... .... ·..
·.·. ·.....

hot water heater.
motor .

·. ...·....·... ·...

·..............·........·....·.·...............
• • • ·...·........·.·..·. ·...·...·...·........·.• •••·...·.·......·.. ·...·........ ·.·..·.. ·....·..... ·..·...·.. ·.....·.. ·..·....·.........·.....·...... ·...·...........·..·. ·.....·.......·.. ·...·....·. ·.....·...·..... ·..·.·. ·....·.·. ·...·....· . ·....·....·....·. ·.........·.. ·.·. •• • • ••

·.....·. ·.·.. ·..·... ·.....· .·.... ·.. ·...
·.. ·...

·..·.. ·...
·. ·..·.....

l~

• •

1
4
1
1
1
1
1
1
4
1
1

·..·.
• ••

·..
1
1
S
9
630
1
1
1
1
3
1
S
1

·.
·.

• •·.. 1
3
1
1
1
1
2
1
8
1
3
1
1
1
1
4
1
1
1
3
1
8
1
1
2
1
2
1

·.
·..·.

• •

·..

·.·..·..
·..

• •

·..
·..



CAUSES OF IRES
CONTINUED

Pan of lothing boiled dr
Pan of grease on stove •••••
Pa er in ho air register •••••.
Road lare .
Roas burned in oven ••.••••
Shelvin to near chimney ••••••••••••••••
Short in electric blanket ••••
Short in electric motor ••••••••
Short in starter ••••••••••••
Short in wiring ••••••••••••••••••••••.
Smoking in bed •••••••
Sparks from blow torch .
Sparks fro bonfire •••••••••••••••••••••••

parks fro bric and tile fire •••
S arks from chimne
Spark from cutting torch••••••
Sparks from grass ire•••.•••••••..•••.•••
S arks from incinerator ••••••••••••••
Sparks from locomotive ••••••.
Sparks from pipe •••••••••••••••••••

parks from rubbish ire •••
Spark from stove •••••••••.

pontaneouB ombustion •.•••••.••••••••••.
Spilled gasoline caught fire from stove••
Starter cable horted ••••••••••••..••••.•••••
Stove pipe to close to floor jOist •••••
Stove to close to wall •••••
~oaBter left turned on•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.••••

on stove •• • •••• ·..·.·......·... ... ·.. ·....·.......·.....·..... ......·..·.... ·..........·... ·....
e •• ·.... ·....... .... .....·.............·..........................

.......... ...·...·............................... ·..·...........· . ·.................... • •• • •·. ·..............·.... ·.. ·.. ·..·..... ·.. ·..·....·............. ·...·..... ....... ·......·................
• • ·...· .·..· .·.. ·.....·..· . ·.................

Un¥nown. •••••••••••••••• e

Unprotected stove pipe ••
Usine ow torch t r oft paint •••
Using torch to heat motor ••••••••••••
Weldine torch set fire to

. .... ·.. ·........................~....... ·..........· .·..... ·....·... · .• • ·.....·..gasoline •••·.... ·.................
* ** * * * * * * *

** * * ** * * *
* * * * * *

** *
*

13

·.. 2
3
1
3
I
1
1
5
12g
1
2
1
5
1
115
8
1

18
2
7
1
1
I
1
1

22

..·..·..·..·..·..·..·..
·..

••

I
I
I

* *



OCCURRED INPROPERTY
YEAR

FIRE
1948

KIN o

r ment Buildings ...
II 0 bi e and trucke ••

Awning ••••.••••
Barn and 8i o,p.
B th House ••••
Beer avern ••••~•••.•.
Brick 1 e lant •••
Bur ap, Cement covering ••••••••
Cafe •...........•.•.
Cinder Pile ••.•••••••••••.•••.•••••
Chi ney Fires •••••••••••••
Church ......••..•.••...•...... e * ••••••••••••••• f" •••Co hed •.•....••..•.
Do Nu ho
Dwelling •••••••
~~e ling and Attached ar ge••.•
Dvr lling an~ Private Greenho see

erti izer PI t••••
F eig t Cars •••••••
Freight House •••••••••••••
Fre ght House and Feed Grinding Plant ••••••••
Gas and ectrlc Plant ••••
GRS ain ••....•••
Ga ,ine eng~ne ••••..
Ga oli e urn
Gra eave
Grocery sto e••••••.•
Hote •••••••
Ker ene
a ndry ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.
urn. er .

Machine shop ••••.•••••..•••••.•..••..
Motor yc e••••••••••
Motor cooter ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
o fice bu1 ding....•.....................•........•
o d 0 ks home...........•.....•.•........ <III •••••

Pinball machine •••••••
Private Garage ••••••••

iv e Garage
u 1 a fj#gfj & ••••• ~ •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

a bit hut h••••••••••••••
Railro ties••••

est ome ••••.•.•••
Service
Shower
Storwe
Store~ uildine and
Str ~ Fie d••••••
Stra· at acl •••••••••
Te ep one po e••••••
The r. , .

~o hee trailer •••••.
ee c e ning fluid •••••••

Waste aper can ••.•••
e house •••••••••••

Who ee e Houee ••••

c •••·..... ·....... ·.........·......... ·... ·...·...... ·. ·.... ·..... ·..·.. ·.. ·.·.·... ·...· . ·.. ·.·..•. ...·.- ·...·... · .
·.. ·.... ·... ·.......................................

·. ·.......... ·. ·....·. ·....·. · . ·..... ·.,. .. ·.. ·....· . ...........
·....•• ·...• •·....·...·...... ·..·.. ·..... ·..·..·. ·. ·... ·...,...

leh.·.....................·...·. ·....·..·.. .
from roa e. ·... ·...........

·..................... ·...·......·. ·.. - ...............·..

·.- ......... ·.....·..........................
uto. • •·.•• • •• • ••• • • • • ••• •• •• • • •·.

·..... ·.............. ·................·...·.... ......·..·.tation •••oc~er Ro
·.......·......... ·.......·.·.. ·..·....·..... ·...·.....·...............

partment. ·.·... · .·.. ·.. ·...·... ·.... ·.......·.·...·..... ·.... ·...·..... · . ·...·... ·......·. ·... · .·. ·.·... ·.·.. ·...

1

·.
.5

.59
1
1
2
1
1
2
1
26
1
4
1

6
1
1

·.
·.

·..·..
·..·..
·..
·.

1
1
1

·.
2

·.. 166
2
8
1

a
1
1
1
4
1
1
8
4
1
1
3
1
2
1
2
1
1
1

·..

·..

·.·.. 1
1

·. 1
2·..



Month

NUMBER OF ALARMS
FOR YEAR

Sun. Mon. Tues.

BY MONTH,
1948

Wed.

DAY AND HOUR

Thurs. ri. Sat. Total
·....January ••

February •••
March •••••
April ••••••
May•••
June •••••••
July •••••••
August ••
September ••
October ••
November •••
December •••

Total •••••

·..

3
7
2
9
5
4
4
8
5
5

·..

7
7
4
7
3

• • • . •• 6
• • • • •• 4
• • • . .• 5.10
• • • • •• 2
• • • • •• 8

4
• . • . •• 8

. • •• 3
.. 7
.• 4

·....·....·....·....·....·....
·....
• ••••

70 ·...

·.•• • • •
• ••••·....·....·....

2
.12

• • • •• 7
• . . .. 5
· • • .• 8

60 ·...

·..
·..
·.·.

...

...

2
16
5
3
5
4
2

4

• ••·....·....·....·....·....·....·....·....·....·....·..
66 ·....

FIRES
9 4

Hour

__________________~A.M. _

12 1

ALARMS OF
1

1 2

·.......................
· .

2 3 ·.... ...................
3 4 ·.......................
4 5

5 6

·.......................
·.......................

6 7 ·.......................
7 8 ·.......................
8 9 ·.......................
9 10 ·......................

10 11
11 12

·......................
·......................

arms

12
16
18
30
32

otal ........ 156•A.l-1. ....- - .- - ..
TOTAL ALARMS

Total

9

7

4

5
6

8

9

448

47 - ..-

1

2

3
4

5

6

7

8

9

ROUB

5
4
2
2
4
2
3
7
5
3

·.- .
• •••- ...- ...·...
• •·- .-·...
••••

..

..

11
.11
11

9
9
7
6
4
5
7
6
4

• ••·..
• ••
• ••·..·..·..
• • •- ...
·.

90 ·..

..

..

10
4
9
2
3
7g
r:
,../

8
4

44
42
36
5126
3130
38
3839
38·- ..

49 ·...

·.- ..
• ••·....·...-
- ..- .- ....·....·....- ....·..

66 448

1

__________________~P.M. _

10
11

2

3
4

5
6

7

8

9

10

Alarms

29·.....................
22·.....................

·..................... 30
·..................... 25
·..................... 27

32·.....................
20·................- .- ..

·..................... 36
·..................... 23

11
· . 23
· - - - . 15

12 10_ • • • _ • • • e _ • • • • • • • • • • •

......... 292.........

BY
8

Hour
12

.P.M.
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FIR E ALAR OFF ICE

REPORT
FOR

YEAR ENDING, DEeEMBER 31, 1948
***********"r*******************"~*******************************".*****'11-A R

onth 8 Al.f to 4p 4 P to 12 Mid. Mid. to 8 AM Total
January. ·...... 17 ·............ %2 ·............. 5 ·............ 44
February. ·..... 14 ·............ 20 ·............. 8 ·............ 42
March •••·...... 9 ·............ 21 ·............. 6 ·............ 36

pril. ......... 26 ·............ 21 ·............. 4 ·............ 51
May ••.......... 6 ·............ 8 ·............. 2 ·............ 26
June. .......... 1 ·............ 16 ·............. 4 ·............ 31
July •••• ·...... 15 ·............ 10 ·............. 5 ·............ 30
August ••·...... 24 ·............ 9 ·............. 5 ·............ 38

eptember. ..... 26 ·............ 9 ·............. 3 ·............ 38
October ••·..... 17 ·............ 5 ·............. 7 ·............ 39

o ember. ·..... 21 ·............ 12 ·............. 5 · . 38
ecember. ·..... 14 ·............ ·........... 6 ............

Total. •... ·.... 200 ·........... 18 ·............ 60 · . 448
I E AL OPERA o

* * *
1 1iam P.McG ath Martin •Faktor Dan N. Allen

**********************************************************************



L
r-I

ALARM MONTHFIRE BATTALION BAND E Ho,
YEAR - ENDIN 94, ,

FI T 0 SECON B TTALION
ALARJ.! FIRE o S-
13 ·.............. 7 ·......... 453. 0 y 3' ·............ ?4 ·........... 1,590.93

••2 ..............12 ·......... 6,80 .45 ary 2 ·............ 6 • •••••••• f •• 10,234.44
19 ·.............. 0 ·......... 2,465.13 oh 7 ·............ 0 ·........... 738.00

••27 .23 87.74 • 1 ?4 1 505.55·............. ·......... ·.........~.. ·...........
•f

3 .10 3 0 5.99 • M 3 7 1,357.00·............. • ••••••••• • ·............ ·...........
• •• ~

12 9 268.44 • J ne 19 12 470.00·.............. ·......... • ·............ ·...........
•.,

17 4 3.49 • J · 3 9 127.00·.............. ......... • · ·............ ·...........
•~·.............. ·......... ) ,6 8.59 2? ·............ 1 ·........... 6.37

•,
15 5.0 • • 23 17 563.74·.............. ·......... • • ·............ ·...........

•
? ,464.82 • 9 3 4,86'3.·.............. ·......... • ·............ ·...........

•..
.1 33.99 • r 1 9 37?50·............. ·......... < ·............ ••• • •• ••• •••

•·12 ·.............. 5 ·......... ·..... ...~ .. 2 ·........... 2
•e

205·............ 32 ·......... 22,560.36 To oJ.. 43 ........... 55 ·........... 22,494.36
R T U I

I S FI 0
448 2 7 45,054.72
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TRI
or

EP
e r

AL -I 1<'CEIVED BY TE PHO
DIST A VERB 1'35
N ... . :3 ·... ·. 7 ·.. · 7 ·.. 3 ... ?

. ...... 27 57 ·~ 2 ... 6 ·. 0 ·.. 2 · ~ ·.. 6 lJ.
• •• 8

./

•.. 1 thT.1'p~.,..
& •• " •• 38 ·... • •• 7 • • 9 • • • • • · 8 • •• 82 ~.. 26

outheapt ·..... ~~ ·... 1 .. •. . • •• 6 .• 24 • • ?6.J"::;

Tot~ ......... 56 ·.. 92 • • • t'lf
~~ 32 • • 0 ·.. e • 7'2 • • 303 ... 448..;';

V UE 0 SE
STF ('t q T T

V E

"r "e~t ~ ,88;,200.00 ~·..... • •••••• y

~or heas ·. ... 49R, 7.5.00 .• ......
u e ·.... 472 .0 • • .....

·..... 1 162 ?2C::.O ·......
Tot=: .......... · 5 781 .~f) ·.... •

IN URAN E
o

,S84,3.5 .0 · . ?,620.93
0,004 96
;,14;.72

4?6 00.00

:3 97 .0 ·.....

; 3;; 286. Of) ••••••• I
'">? 67 ?...,-. f'-

T ,U AJi
ONTENT

or-thwes t ·..... 9 '..J25.0

383 775.
36; 2

· .
IN U E T t

0 LO

6 7,75 • ·...... 653 03
323,77.5. ·. • • • S.77 .98
285,2.50.0 ·.. 2,276~24

,5,349.6oR lJ.o ... 2.681.2
6 576,3R3.4 ·...... 2,384.46

ST T

hea.s ·... .
o t.hwe t · .

·... ..
••.•...... ~ 7 360,858.0 · .

T T FOR ISTRIC S

ot
Va. e

Ins ra ce
on

Tot
OF!

$ ,376,639. 0 $ 9 909,669.40

-------
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I I RI rr

4 0

....... •••••••••••.•• R.4
• •••••••••• #'I 6

on. .• 88 .95 on
749. 75..0

5 77 9~'

D
1 es3 75

rrns •••••..••••••••• arm ...•....•..•.•
1res .•.•..•

u 10 ••.•
nsurance ••••

R •••• ~ •••
35 J •

674,22 0Oq~..... ... 5 4 9.96

D

&



--N

TREND OF FIRE LOSSES FROM 1938 to 194
*************************************************************************************************************»lOUNT OF AMOUNT OF FIRE LOSS AVERAGE
YEAR OF OF PROPERTY INSURANUE INSURANCE FIRE PER LOSS P

LOSS _LOSS CAPITA FIRE
1938 .• 270 ••. 229 ••.•$1,983,664.00 ••$1,441,057.00 •.$19,505.28 ..$20,546.64 ....$ .881 .•.••..$ 89.72
1939 •• 322 ••..267 •••• 2,005,426.73 •• 1,430,951.00 •• 17,370.70 •• 19,356.89 •..• .83 ·...... 72.49

940 •• 282 ••••200 •••• 2,683,985.89 •• 2,OL~5,373.00 •• 41,275.46 •• 45,275.46 ••.• 1.67 ·...•.• 227.26
1941 •• 292 •.••205 ••.• 1,770,184.00 •• 1,386,679.20 ••130,902.47 ••132,631.14 ...• 4.90 •.•..•• 646.94
1942 •• 257 ••• 187 •••• 2,317,042.80 •• 1,504,099.00 •• 21,838.64 •• 25,995.74 •••. .9599 ••••.• 139.01
1943 •• 353 ••• 229 •••• 4,021,982.20 •• 2,491,211.84 •• 44,694.69 •• 52,610.65 •••• 1.942 ••••.•• 229.74

944 •• 304 ••• 191 •••• 4,064,629.05 •• 1,652,034.80 •• 18,011.46 •• 23,267.76 •••• .859 ••••.•• 121.83
945 •• 330 ••• 207 •••• 2,352,090.25 •• 1,702,446.65 •• 19,948.56 •• 20,886.95 •••• .7713 ••.••. 100.90

1946 •• 406 ••• 242 •••• 3,691,002.49 •• 3,070,093.00 •. 48,872.70 •• 57,299.89 •••• 2.115 •••.••• 236.78
1947 •• 422 •.• 254 ...• 3,495,793.72 •• 2,912,401.80 •• 36,450.18 •• 45,236.38 •..• 1.67 •..•.•.• 178.09

1948 •• 448 ••• 287 ••••11,376,639.10 •• 9,909,669.40 •• 33,291.70 •• 45,054.72 •.•• 1.66 ....•..• 156.99
************************************************************************************************************



POLICE DEPAR~~ENT COOPERATION AT IRES
948

MONTH OTAL NUMBEROFARMS
TOTAL ALARMSN POLICE

PRES N
TOTAL ARMS

POLICEPRESENT
TOTAL NUMBER
o POLICEA ALARMS

Januar ................
ebru rye ..............

March. .................
A 1 • •••• • •••• • •• •••• •

May •• ·.................
June. ·.................
Jul ...................
August. ................
Septe ber. ·............
October ••• ·............
ovember•• ·............

44 ·..................... 6 · . 3 ·.................... 44
47

44
51
28

28

4 ·..................... 7 ·.................... 35 · .

39
41
44

45

ecember. .............. 40

Total •••• ..............448

36 ·..................... 3 ·.................... 33 ·....................

485

51 ·.....................
26 ·.....................
31 ·.....................
3 ·.....................
38 ·.....................
3 ·.....................
39 ·..........~..........
38 ·.....................

• ••• ......... .....
·....................

5 ·....................
3 ·....................
·....................

5 ·....................
3 ·....................
·....................

3 ·....................
2 ·....................
·....................

47 ·...................

46 ·....................
23 ·....................
29 ·....................
25 ·....................
35 ·....................
35 ·....................

·....................
·....................
·....................

40 ·....................



APPOINTMEN
i h .rd .Bu. •••••....••.Appointed a h 2 h,194

e for
SIGN D

•....•..•••..••.Res1gned ar h 6th 948

PROMOTIONS
Vincent A. auer •...••••..••.Jp.nuay 9,1948 Pr-omo t ed to Firema.n1 C

Mike .Dosen ...............• arch 8,194 Promoted 0 Fireman 1 t C

Ted L F ct or- •••••••••••••••• ,..
• 6 94.'1romoted to ire Is

R be t eub in .......... . c . 6, 94 P omot d 0 irem n st C

Haro d .. farsh ............ c :?~1948 rom e st-"

a • en ...... ~... .. .. ay 8, 94 P omote 0 Fi e a 2 d 1
0 i . ice,J ............. u1 ,194 omot d 0 Fireman nd C

pn.17,194 roT"lOed 0 Firemm d 1

aLn •••••••••• Ja~ 8 1948 Pro ted _i 'Y'f' .8.)"1 2nd

h r R B n • •• •••••••• Pl) .20, 948 'Pro ed to ire an Jrd

ST, Truc be replace
chasqis. This truc

ever bui to
f of. ~o t

eq i e be • 0
hB this true

1 a 19 4 mode
SE OND o Lna ion ruck sho be

as built in 9?9, carrie a load plus
is

o the

The oard 0 ire nde~~iters on1t reco~ni7e true tha is oveo yeRra 01 for firs a arm fire 0uty. Both of these true s are
over 0 year old.

From the amount 0 ire duty these t 0 true s ha alread
prefo ed ou that either one them could stand '0, if they
had 0 do continuance pumping fo any ength of ti e.

Wh a bra down ~ould mean the ifference bet een
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