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YEARLY REFOR?T OF THE PAID FIRE DEPARTMENT
OF THE OCITY OF MASON CITY, 1IOWA TOR THE
YEAR ®NDING, DECEMBER 31, 1957

L L LT L L T L T L e L e R e S L L b g L]
To the Honoradle Ceorge H.Mendon, hpril 4th,1958
Mayor,

Mason City,lowa.

Sir;

I have the honor herewith to submit to you the
YEARLY REPORT OF THE FIRE DEPARTMENT for the year ending,
December 318t,1957. This deing my seventh and the forty-eighth
yearly report of the paid fire department of the City of
Mason City, Iowa.

This is also the thirteenth yearly report after going back -
o the Mayor-Council form of City Covernment.

This report will show as far as possible the record of
operations, alarms, valuations, insurance and losses on
fires that were responded to by this department during the
year, The data herein contained is almost entirely within the
corporate limits of the City, however Township calls made dy this
Department will appear from time to time in this report, alse my
recommendations for the betterment and improvement of the Department
and fire service and the inereasing of its efficiency.

Any information pertaining to the Department desired by you and
not contained herein, will be sunplied to you on your request.

This report is due at the end of the year, but due to the amount
of time needed by the Insurance Adjusters to adjust and retura a
fire claim this report uswally runs a little late. All losses herein
are the true adjusted losses as received from the Insurance Adjusters,
no estimated losses are used for Department records.

Respectfully submitted,

A.Boyd Arnold,
Chief of Fire Department.




PERSONNEL OF THE FIRE DEPARTMENT
YEAR MNDING, DRCEMBER 31, 1957

Chief of Department cceecccccsccccccssscccansne
Suwwerintendent of Fire Prevention BureaB......
Captain of Fire Department ...ccceccccceccscse
Lieutenant of Pire Department ccececcccccscece
Clerk of Fire Department ..cccevecscceccscccse
Firemen First Class ..cccceescccsccccccccscces
Firemen Second Class cececssccscscccocscccnses
Firemen Third Class ccceccccccecsccccscccccsse

Hont‘om PIPORER sosvssacscvessisecsscssoe

Total all EPAA88 cevencsnnsncinsnnsnssssssssns .

0f the above Personnel, the following
special assignments are made.

Tire Alarm Operatér, Fireman Firet Class .....

Dr’.llmt.r. Tire In'p.ﬂ'or. Ul.phin sassesnnse
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WAME & RARK DATE OF APPOINTMENT T0 RARK
TO DEPARTMENT

Chief
lr“l‘. L.!m co.n.o-.o-a-oo:u, 1.19&

Supt. of Fire Prevention Bureau
Sweeney, Vern B. ..covseseso.October 55,1920

Captains
Hm.. 01!““’4 :. l.oo..o..” 18.19”
Cunningham, Johtt Ku seeoseescdanuary 20,1931
Sllml“l. Harold 2. ........-.3']“..%01’1.193’

Lieutenants
M.. Frank A, -ooto.to.cnunhwt 1[19}0
I.m. 'm..-‘ A, .......u..lpl'ﬂ 1‘.1%
Rlﬂ.. MI '0 n. .lt-a..oo.:‘m” I.IM
ml.. hin’ °u .lt...oo.‘w 19’1%

Clerk of Fire Department
ml“' m n. ..l...-.occoo-:m le.lm

Fireman First Classe
Armu' W A, no-.---onoinlkwt 1!’»”5
m... LIM 3. ........-n-l’!ll u.l”‘
P“m. 11.0 N. o.oo......-...bﬂﬂw 1.1”‘
MOII. :m. :. ..-....'I..s”tml.lwg
Gardinier, Iw!.l . o.o..ot..c’.’t.‘b"l.l”,
Frits, Elmer J. ..-uu...u-ﬂ.ptm].ol”’
Borry, Walter M. eccevececs. April 16,1946
Cunningham, Warren H. ..c.ee.April 1‘.1%‘
Dosen, Mike M. o-.ooo...-.-..""l 1‘,1%
HolS, Joha He svvecnvcecncsecduldy 18,1946
nl.‘. Dan W, ...-......-.-..'Mﬂl’.lﬂ‘
Blunt, Richard R, ceececenseciarsh 20.1940
Bender, John H., censcveccsnsedung 1.1’51
M“. hl'ﬂl Ao .o-o.-o..to:ﬂ' 1‘.19’1
Luscht, hl’h Re ecocsscncescNovenmber 1.1,’1
m..”. Bernard B. oc---oc-m‘wt 1.1952
lhl'iln. Donald Oc cccsssesssDoconber 1.1952
Pntlﬂ. Richard L. .........A’a‘ﬂt 1.19”
Marsh, Harold R, caceoessessO2tobor a.l’ﬂ
’.‘m.ﬂ. Marvin e. .-.....-.'0@.1‘15.1953
m“. OMI.. Fo secoscesNovember 1.195“
Diets, Vietor EH. ............Mﬂl\l.l’ﬂ
ni.w. :m :. ....III...‘-‘“. 1"19’5
Moore, Lowell H, ..ccsueesecesOctober lnl,’s

Fireman Second Class
m. m 0. ao..noooono:m 1.19"
Yan Horn, Ronald C. ---oo-o..hm 1.19"
Halverson, Arlo D. evceceessJune 1,1956

Fireman Third Class
Wedmore, Donald C. .cocsveec.Mareh 16,1957

Special Assignments

.---.a.l-..loao:m bl 1951

.Ol..oaoo't..ons.ptm 1’ 1937

PR 16' IM
o..-....-......!'bm z. 1952
.o-a..-.ao.oo..:m 1, 19’6

......I...l....sﬂtm“ 1. 1”’
o-oo-o-.o.o-n.oaﬂ, 1. 19’“
sssvessesesssssNOVERbEr 1, 1954
.b....‘l......lr.m 1. 1”‘

.-..-o..a--tono«‘wt 1. 1%

o.-.n.on.nco-..smﬂm 16. 1935
ot.tctoo.otoolom 1‘. 1”9
evessssesssssecTobruary 16, 1940
-....-..-......SOQMW 1'1”2
.....onno.a....s'ptm.' 1. 1”2
eessssssseesssc JODTURTY 1, 1”3
.ot.ttoo.lo.c..*”u 16. lm
tl..oa.oo.-tooom“m “. 1”
.l..ooo..o.-tttmh 8. lm
sasvesssaseine TR 13' 1949
.ll...l..ll....w 13. lﬁg
.-.............S”tﬂhu’ 20, 19’0
.--....-s-.--ooiﬂ. 1. 1953
.n.t.no.o..-.t.aﬂ-’ 1" 19”
.n.o.lo..-..ll.'m 1. Im
I...llat-t...-.Lmt 1. l’ﬂ
.....--......--mw 1. 195“
ao-otooooo-oo-olwt 1' 1’55
...-a--...----.“tﬁm n. 1955
..l....l.naov..‘m.r 1‘. 195’
D.Qt.tlnt.oa...nom“ 1. 19’6
..t..-..oo.t.olm“m 11] 19"
l...iotn.ooou.om 16. 195?
-on.-ttti-oo.t.“tﬂb“ 1. 195?

.oot..o.on.o..m 1. 19’?
.o-aoc--o-coa-lr.m 1. 1957
..lttn.-oocvo-t:m 1' 19’7

o-.-...---.-...s'ptﬂm 16‘1"1957

Peterson, Marvin C, .........Fire Alarm Operator .......Appointed August 31,1954
Pearson, Richard L. .........Fire Alarm Operator .......4ppointed October 13,1954
Moore, Lowell H., .ecevevvees.Fire Alarm Operator .......Appointed Sept. 1,1956

Schurts, Herold B. ..........Fire Insvector,Drillmaster Anpointed November 5,1954
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NAME & TITLE

CHIEZF
Alnoyd APnOla LR N R RN E RN NN NN

DEPARTMENT ROSTAER

YEAR - 1957
ADDRESS TELEPHONE NUMBER

651 South Goorgla AVONU® see.scssssssessGA 4 2036

SUPT. OF FIRE FREVERTION BURFAU

Vern l.sw..n.y Besssnessasnns

CAFTAINS
Clifford J.P1erce® cccevescvan
John K.Cunningham seeeesencne
mold E.sumt: L B B A B

LIBUTENANTS
Fronk A.HeS8@ seccveccesccoces
Vincent A.L&UOr .evccccnscnse
Louis V.RicoJP:. covevsncnsas

2210 South G.orgn A'.nu. .....l....-...m 3 8516

234-6th Street South a8t ....eoeve.....Gh 3 6528
670-9%th Street South Mast ...ccececeaeceo@A 3 7914
zsleth Fﬂ.ul Avem .ll...l'.ltl..“j w%

1320-South Pennsylvania Avenue seec.....0A & 1405
201-South Virginia Avenue ecececcececsceaGA 3 0218
815-South Connecticut AVORUE eceeccesee .04 3 BUOS

Dwaine 0.McDoUZl® eovesccesss J11-14th Street South MWst ceveceeesaa..CA 4 3820

CLERX OF FIRE DEPARTMENT
m DWR11OY sesvncocscssnnsns

FIREMAN FIRST CLASS
mn&..‘rnom LR N B N B
Alfred B.HeSSO@ cecocccenccnss
L.o M.Pw.ﬂ LR B B B
Jesse J.Carrecll secevcsscsens
m. B.Oardinier .ccesececcee
Fimer J.Prits ceccciccncncnes
Walter M.Berry cececcccesscee
Warren H.Cunningham cccecccee
Mike M.DOBOD siesvesessncnces
John H.EBolt .cccececveccscncsn
Dan N.Allen sensessssanenssoas
Richard R.Blunt ..cecevcceces
John H.Bonder ..cecovsssscese
Marvin R.Cerde® .csvcscscccsse
Ralvh R.Iuecht ..ececcscsoccss
Bernard B.Brisco® sececcccessce
Donald O, Martin cceeevccocccce
Richard L.Pearson secceecsscsse
Harold R.Marsh ssesevsssranse
Marvin C.Feterson cesescessss
Charles F.Swanson ssssssssssse
'1°t°r H.Diﬂtl esesnsassusetaN
James J.H’-Ck.y ssssssssssssnn
Lowell HoMOOTE cccvccasssnces

FTIREMAN SECOND CILASS
Thomas O.Madden ccececccecens
hmld c.v‘n Eul'ﬂ See s s anens
Arlo D.ERlvVOTEOD cececcvcacan

FIREMAN TEIRD CLASS
Domm l.wmr. LN R RN N

B827-9th Street North Bast .ceceeeacc..+CA 3 8160

213-5th Street North West ......cocc....GA 3 1447
221-3!'11 stl‘ett !orth Weast l.llt-oo.-co-.m 3 2916
1504-South Kentucky Avenue .ceceeecee...GA & 1224
165:"3111‘?." Dri'. ..0..‘......0..-0..““1“3
113-23!'& Street Scuth West ccececvecses GA 3 2504
109.15th Street NHorth West cccvecsccsecsCGA L 1391
Bm.ath Street South Hast ..oou-oon--u-.ﬁj “881
ms-gth Street North West .cceeccccccecsCA 3 “'1?9
?29-3011311. Pclkm. -..............-...G\la 3708
2715-South Jefferson AVONUE ..eceesceeasCh 3 72 75
22&‘21" Street Eouth West Ol.......’llm 3 936'6
821-8°uth “rolm PI”Q ...............M 3 6%7
ﬂ?‘?th Street South ERet cececescccnss G 3 5@9
1“25 north Adams ‘-'Qn“ I.ll.ll.l.l.t..lms 7269
144 2=-North Jefferson AvVenue .cceccecsecs .G 4 3966
939-15th Street North Mast .ccevccsccsesGA 3 3“8
303-&.* stat. Strtet ......---.........Ma 27”
121-Sasuth Ha:rplhirl PIRO® cocccssssccccclh B 1&352
512-South Carolina Avenue s...e.cea.eeasBGA 3 4767
822-North Harrison AVeRU® ceccecceccssssGA 3 0466
23-25th Street South West cceeccescceessGA & 1407
207 Worth Hampshire Avenue ..ecevececs..GA & 1503
128-26th Street South West secceccescsesGh I 2430
1204-South Rhode Island Avenue .........GA 3 2905

115-24%h Street South WeBt ceccecscescesGh 3 3020
§14=24th Street South West eceeeeveese..0h 4 BOIN
7-s°“th J.ffﬁf'oll Af.n'llﬂ o..-.-------.-.m 3 1878

120-11th Street South West ..cccceec...oGA 3 3781




MASON CITY FIRE DEPARTMENT PERSONNAL SHRVICE TO DECEMBER 3lst, 1957
RANK NAME DATE OF ENTRY TOTAL SERVICE TO DECEMBER 31, 1957
CHIEF A,Boyd Arnold July 1st, 1928 29 Years 6 Months 0 days
SUPT. OF FPIRE PRVVENT, Vera XI.Sweeney October 5th, 1920 12 . 2 " 26 ©
Called back to duty September 1, 1937 2 b o "
Total time Vern E.Sweeney 32 ¢ 6 26 "
CAPTAIN Clifford J.Pierce May 18th, 1928 29 T *® 3
CAPTAIN John X.Cunningham January 20th, 1931 26 ¢ 17 ¢ 1 ¢
CAPTAIN Harold E.Schurts September 1s%,1939 18 ® L o
LIEUTENANT Frank A,Hesse August 18%,1930 27 " 5 " o "
LIXUTENANT Vincent A,lLauer April 16th, 1946 11 ¢ g 15 *
LIEUTENANT Louis V,Rice,Jr. January 1lst, 1947 3 ¥ e * o "
LIZUTENART Dwaine 0,MeDougle July 19th, 1946 11 » s 12 ¢
CLERK OF FIRE DEPT. Ray D.Waller January 10th, 1940 17 11 ¢ a2 ¢
FIREMAN FIRST CIASS Lynn A.Arnold Auvgust let, 1935 2 = g o "
FIREMAN FIRST CLASS Alfred B,Hesse April  13th, 1936 22 8 18
FIREMAN FIRST CLASS Leo M. Powers December 1st, 1936 a ¢ - L o
PIREVMAN FIRST CLASS Jesse J.Carroll September 1st,1939 18 » b » o "
FPIREMAN FIRST CLASS Lyle E.Cardinier September 1s8t,1939 18 h » o ®
FIREMAN PIRST CLASS Mlmer J. Fritz September 1st,1939 18 = y » o "
FIREMAY FIRST CLASS Walter M.Berry April  16th, 1946 11 ¢ g ¢ 15 *
FIREMAN FIRST CLASS Warren H., Cunningham April 16th, 1946 11 . 8 ¢ 3 *
FIREMAN FIRST CLASS Mike M, Dosen April 16th, 1946 11 ¢ g 15
FIREMAN FIRST CLASS John H.Holt July 18th,1946 i ¢ 5 . 13 ¢
FIREMAN FIRST CLASS Dan N.Allen November 19th,1946 33 * 1 @ 3z *
FIREMAN FIRST CLASS Richard R.Blunt March 20th, 1948 9 g 11 °
FIREMAN FIRST CLASS John H, Bender June 1st, 1951 6 * 7 " o *
FIREMAN PIRST CLASS Marvin R.Cerdes July 16th, 1951 6 * s ® 15 *
FIREMAN FIRST CLASS Ralph R,Iuecht Hovember lst, 1951 € 2 o ¢
TIREMAN FIRST CLASS Bernard B.Briscoe August lst, 1952 $ *© 5 ©® o "
TIREMAN PIRST CLASS Donald 0, Martin December 1st, 1952 s 0 i @ o "
FIREMAN FIRST CLASS Richard L., Pearson Auvgust 1st, 1953 h s o ¢
FIREMAN FIRST CLASS Harold RE,Marsh October 23rd. 1953 y n 2 ¢ 9 ¢
PIRIVAY FIRST CLASS Marvin C,Peterson Yovember 16th,1953 hy » 1 " 15 ¢
FIREMAN PIRST CLASS Charles F,Swanson November 1lst,1954 y ¢ T o *
FIREFAN FPIRST CILASS Vietor H, Diets December 11th,1954 3 " o 2 °
FIREMAN FIRST CLASS James J,Hickey June 16th,1955 2 ¢ 6 ¢ 15 *»



PERSONNAL STRVICE 70 DECEMBIR 31st, 1957
continued
RANE NAME DASS OF ENTRY TOTAL SIRVICE BC BMBER st,]
PIRIMAN FIRST OLASS Lowell H, Moore October 18%,1955 2 Years 3 Months 0 Days
FIREVAN SECOND CIASS Thomas 0, Madden Janvary 1s8t,1956 2 n 0 n o "
FIRIMAN SRCOND OLASS Ronald C. Van Hornm Februvary 1st,1956 1 i 11 " o "
FIREMAN SECOND CLASS Arle D, Helvorson June 18t,1956 3 " 7 e ¢ ¥
FIREMAN THIRD CLASS Donald &. Wedmore March  16th,1957 0 " 9 " 15
REREEETE R RPN R RN SR WV ZBF R RS IR RE RS E R SRR SRR R RN RE DGR APELERR TR AR R EE R RN DR kRS
MEMBERSHIP OF PENSIOF AND  RETIREMENT LIST

DATE OF PENSION

RANK HELD AT
TIME OF RETIREMENT

AMOUNT OF PHNS ION

PER MONTH

June 1s%,1952
February 18 ,194%3
March let,1953
Decenber 4th,1943
July let,1946
August 18%,1950

September 1,1956
February lst,1952
October 27th,1953
August 1st,1954
October 1st%,1954
Cctober let,195%
October 18t,1554
January 30%h,1956
June 5th,1956

Widow of Fireman first Class

Lisutenant

Fireman First Class
Chief

Lieutenant

Pireman First Claes
Widow of Chief
Captain

Firemen First Class
Widow of Lieutenant
Fireman First Class

Lieutenant
Lieutenant
Lieutenant
Fireman First Class

Mrs Raymond Goudreau

Harl V.Barker
Auvgust C.May
Daniel H.Shire
Lester I.Dutcher
Leo D.King

¥re James Kelley
Thomas M,Keenan
Douglas C.Fields
Mre Fred R.Moore
William P, Mc@rath
Marvin A.lauen
Martin J,.Fektor Jr.
Harold H.Hutchison
Fredrick O,Grelk

$ 75.00

‘ 80,00

$ 75.00
$ 135,00
$ 96.25
$ 116.25
§ 75.00
$ 11,25
$ 150,00
$ 135.78
$ 131.5
$ 135.84
$ 160,00

$177.50

ON July 20th, 1961 will receive
$ 166.00 per Month Pension.

Per Month



MASON CITY FIRE DEPARTMENT

George E. Mendon
Mayor

A. Boyd Arnold
CEIEF OF DEPARTMENT

Vern E.Sweeney Harold H, Schurts
Supt, of Fire Prevention Bureau Drillmaster & Inspectol

Rey D.VWaller
Clerk of ¥ire Department

FIRE ALARM OPIRATORS

Richard L.Pearson Marvin C.Peterson Lowell H. Mosre

HEADQUARTERS
FIRST BATTALION SECOND BATTALION

SALVAGE CO. WO. 1
LO\I’.I '.Riﬂl.:l'. (AR RN N R RN NN Li.utmt ..'t-....al..otoltvmmt A.I‘m
Johlt H.Bolt ccecocccccccsssceces DPIVELY ceevecsccaccssnasesedoln H.Bonder
Yiﬂtur H.ni“’ R Y N NN s'lmm .0...0.0.00‘.0.-.-0”1“ r.ﬂﬂlﬁlﬂl
m. 0. hddm eseconsnnssn s‘lugm ..0.........0--...!0“16- 0.7!! Hoﬂ

Quad. Co. Noe 1
011ff°rd J. Pim. l......I.....&p“h'l........l...l..l...Jm xicmm

Leo M, Powers scececccecccseess Iriver ooou-oo.-t-o-o..o.--ow A.Arnold
Mike M, DOSEN sevevsesccccss Iladderman No.l lo.ol_.oo.-o..nc.:“" J.Carroll
Mu.nl.n ( E N RN N E NS NN NN mm'o.z ....'........'..hlph n.Lmht
Rey Do WRlleYr cecceccccccces Iddderman 30.3 essssssssssssssoiichard R.Blunt
Marvin R.Cerdes ecccscesccscccas nm SeessessssessascsscedBMOS J, Hick.!
Hareld R Mareh .cccocccccscacas Pipm PP T I S | ) P D.hl“ﬂ“
Donald B.Wedmore cecccccccscsce PIPOMAN sececscsoscssessscesBornard B, Briscoe

_ HNCIVE COe No.2
Dwaine OOWM. ssssesscsces Lioutenant .eeeecccccccececesFrank A, Hesse
m. E-Gﬂ-ﬁiniﬂ LA A A A R R R RN Dri'.l' o.-o--.o-..--o.--...llf!'.d 3!&'..
Valter M.Berry ccecccccccccccccs PLUZIBN cevccccccsccscsccscVarren H.Cunninghan
Hmer J.Prits ccoceccccccccccoce P’.pm escencssssssssscsccsbonald O, Martin




MAYCR

COUNCIL COMMITTEE INW
CHARGE OF PUBLIC SAFEIY

I

FTIRE CHIEF
FIRST BATTALION m%muﬂﬁ_x
FIRE ALARM OFFICE
SALVAGE CO., NO. 1 SALVAGE CO, WO.1
FIRE PREVENTION
@AD. 00, WO, 1 @AD, CO. NO.1
CHIZF'S CAR
EEGINE CO. NO. 2 EEGINE CO. WO0,.2
ENGINE Co. NO. 1 ENGINE CO. ¥O0.1
(Country Calls) (Oomntry Calls)
ERGINE CO. WO, 3 TECGINE CO. N0.3
(In Reserve ) (In Reserve)
Ir FIREBE DEPARTMENT l
AFRIAL CO, NO. 1 QRCGANIZATION ATRIAL CO., NO.1
(In Reserve) (In Reserve)

* % 3 2



MASON CITY FIRE DEPARTMINT YEARLY REPORT
FOR THE YPAR INDING, DECEMBER 31st, 1957

ACTIVITIES OF THE FIRE PREVENTICN BUREAU

The Fire Prevention Bureau was organized on September 18t,1937 with Vera B,
Sweeney as Superintendent. He has carried on the duties of Superintendent since the
Bureaus organigation. On November lst,1954 Captain Harold E.Schurtz was assigned to
work with Suverintendent Sweeney. Under the direction of Bureau Superintendent Veran
Sweeney, the Fire Prevention Bureau made or supervised a total of 4,303 inspections.
Included in these inspections, were qompany inspections of all places of great human
hagard ae well as business places and factories. Many hazarde were removed or remedi
dus to the work of t he Fire Prevention Bureau. The Buresu also carried oz a year are
program of Fire Prevention with special emphasis during Fire Prevention Veelk. The
Bureau also invested serveral fires of undebermined origin, alsc false alarms.

BURBAU ACTIVITI®ES
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Warehouse inspectiond sseesscessscccccncsnsscsnsvne 123

Wholoesale 1mwtim sessssEenssssssssssnnvsasaseed 77
Awtmt 1“p”tlm eressasenseasnssoenssssnntasns 131
Hotel 109D0Ct10DS cesvcesscsstccnnnsenrsesissnnnssns “9
Hospital Iinspoctions ..scsseseescscccsncssccceccccss 5

Fureing home inspectiond .cceecsccccscccscccscscanee 115
Theatre 1n0pectiond ...cvseecececsscsecsnccccscscces 8
School 1!!!'[)001‘-10“ e 63
Ohurch m‘p‘ﬂtim N 20
Peint apray booths wtd I I )
Fire oncape INDectionsd ...cccccvcececaccsncescncses 35
Cerage mwtim sBbaseseNsEsEARsEssBRBsERsRBERT S 102
OCasoline & Fuel 04l Tenk instellationd ...cececcecss 5
Miscellancous inspestions sc.ceccccecerccccscsvsense 306
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FIRE DEPARTMINT INSPRCTIONS

PIRST BATTALION SXCOND BATTALION TOTAL DEPARTMENT
Fire Salvege Fire Selvege Pire Salvage
Prodatiorary g L
Fireman 3rd 0], i; 33 [4 I
Fireman 2nd C1. 86 PE_ L2 i .
Tireman 1st C). G738 g oo 123 Eﬁ_ ]jg
Officers 3 33 sS
Special ig i_E
Total 7 149 &72 224 1259 3
SOUTH STATION
Fireman 1st Cl. 149 181 330
Qfficiers ;% 1 27
Total 15 1 357
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BUREAU OF PIRE PREVENTION

-gont inued- FROM
COMPLAINTS REFERRID TO CORRWOTED YHAR!U» 1956
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Eleetriezl Dmrtmt sessssssnesssnans 32 31 0
'lnﬂ.hﬂ ﬂmrtlﬂi L I 2 2 0
w cm BESsss s AR EBEREERRRERE 1 1 o
mmw mrtm‘ LA B B B B A B B 3 2 0
COEDITIONS FOUND Removed
Waste materisls not vroperly handled... 116 116 )
mbi.h rm IR N R RN NN NN NI AN ] 69 69 0
htm'h‘r’ outdated BssssssEssanenan 36 5 0
Misuse of incinerators ....ecceevccecee 2 2 0
Flammbdle licuids in violation ....ec.0 25 25 0
Flammabdle decorations found .cceveceess 2 2 0
Garbage conditions found seceeccccceces 2 2 0
OBSTRUCTIONS FOUND Removed
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llll.’ ( EE RN R EE RN E NN NS A NN AN RN NN ] 12 12
Corrected
Exit lights out or not properly marked. 26 bg
Exit doors found léoked ....ccecv0ceeee 1 1
Exit doors out of OPder c.ecvercecceces 4 L
riro dom “t of m" L B B N N 9 9
ELECTRIC WIRING Removed
D:rop cords in viclation cescvccccecacss 19 14
Bad eleciric wiring foul ccocccvcrcece 12 10
NOTICES SERVED
writt.ﬂ nﬂ‘u" 'md IR R E RN N R NSRS EERE ] 32
Verdal noticos Sorved seoccvccscecscces 1482
Compliarcs with correction orders ..... 169
REMARES Corrected
Cut-0ff doors found blocked opem ...... & L
Out-0ff doors found tied opeld .c.ccoco. 2 2
Tire Xscapes found out of order ...... 2 2 1

INVESTIGATION OF FIRES 1957
Januvary 14,1957, 410-2nd Street North Weat, Lester Hotel. Hole burned in mattress of ro
# 3. Thies room rented to Donald lash of Clarion, lowa. Mattress had been dragged out ¢
thrown to ground ia alley. Department not called until next AM. when manager discover:
the situation. Donald lash had checked out and could not be looated.

Janvary 16,1957, 1142 Maple Drive. George Fountas residence. Fire had occured in closet.
Family questioned, and children had on cther ccassions teen caught playing with match
Jimmie, agze 4 admitted that he had ctruck a match and set fire to.curtain over door
to ecloset.

January 23,1957, 220-7th Street North Imst. Riwaré Dergsner residence. Fire ocoured in
upstairs bYed room. Fire avpeared to have starteéd under = bel that was near a wall on
whidh & plastic vin up lamp was not securely fasteced, Thie lamp prebebley foll and
broke on floor causing a short.

February 19,1957, 830 Scuth Herrieon. Joo Pamires recidence. Pire invelved entire house
vhich consisted of 2 parts. the North portion wee vacant st this time. This fire was
investigated by the Fire Prevention Buresu in conjunction with the Fire MarshalPs off!
Charles Mlie deputy Pire Mershel from the Fire Marehal's office. Yo conclusion reach
Complete report on fi%e in RPureeu'e filo.

May 7,1957. 2116 South Grover Avemue, Lewis Raprager residence. Fire Occured in kitchen,

Gary Eaprager, age 5 admitted lighting = plece of paper from the pilet light on stove
and dropped it in waste paper and rubbish piled near the stove.




PUREAU INVESTIGATION OF FIRES
-gontinued 1957

Qetober 5, 1957, 120-4th Street North West. Mrs Meyers residence. Fire occured in
mattresses piled in garage. This fire was caused by two boys playing with sticks
in burning incinerator and then carrying them into the mattresses, These boys werd
Gary Silby, age 5 whoSe home address is 516 North Adams Avenue. and Douglas
Pallard, age 6 home address 223 Sth Street North West. The boys and their parents
were talked to.

December 22,1957, 1125 North Carolina Avenue., Alls Market., Fire occured in pile of
dartons in basement. This fire was investigated by the Fire Prevention Bureau in
conjunction with the Fire Marshal's office and the Fational Board of Fire Underwrite
Mr John Hanna, Deputy Fire Marshal and Mr Bud Huffman of the National Board were
the investigators. Much oral testimony was taken and seweral physical epecimens
vere taken. The physical evidence was partially anasliged by a chemist. Three lie
detector tests were given by Professor Holeum of the University of Iowa. The physica
specimens are sealed in containers and are being retained. No conclusion was
reached., Complete report on file by Bureau.

INVESTIGATION OF FALSE ALARMS

February 21,1957, Alarm received for 4026 South Wilson Avenue, No fire was found.
Call was traced to residence at 403-28th Street South West. Two small boys ages
4 and 6 were left alone at this place and the older boy, turned in this alarm,

December 31,1957, Alarm received for fire along Railroad tracks., Bureau Inspector
ansvered this alarm and no fire was found., Person calling gave the name of Roger
Scheffler. On tracing this alarm 1€ was found that it came from 637 South Maryland,
Ronald Favig age 16 admitted turning in this alarm. On questioning Ronald Havig he
implicated three other boys on turning in two other false alarms., They were the Alvi
Bartsch residence at 538-1§th Street South Hast on October 5th and the Bushler Cafe
at 720 South Federal Avenue on October 20th., These boys were Questioned and admitted
that they were together when these alarms were turned in, These boys were Wilbur
Wright, age 16 whose home address is 106-29th Street South West, George Klostenmer
age 17 whose home address is 1209 6th Street South West and Raymond Peterson, age
16 home address 1210-6th Street South West. This information was turned over to
Probation Officer Hanson.

MAJOR ACTIVITIES AND ACCOMPLISHMENTS IN 1957

1201-4th Street South West, Mason City Hatchery. New Feed Mill. Open flame boiler
located in elevator leg pit. Boller was completely isclated from pit and opening to
this room from outeide mill,

1101 19th Street South West. 1.0.0.F. Homes.
Complete installation of exit lights in 0ld Folks Home, Childrens Home and Hospital,
Cut off doors installed on all open stairs on both 014 Folks and Childrens Home.
(This order hse been revised to include basement level entrance to these stairs,)
Fire escapes installed from 2nd floor of childrens home at South West.Fire Stop
doors equipped with self closing devicee on each end of connecting walk-way between
childrens home and nursery building. Habit of locking the girls in their section of
building was eliminated, locks removed.




MAJOR ACTIVITINS AND ACCOMPLISHMENTS IN 1957
-continued-

180 Beaumont Drive. Mercy Hospital.
Fire Safety plan was developed with instructions for all employees. This was
in conjunction with the Clinic lManager, A copy will be given to all preseant
employees and to all new employees. (This will be printed in 1958)

2401 South FPederal Avenue., Fabrice Manufscturing Co.
New Plastic Industry. Much study was made and recommendations for safe
handling of materials and proper ventilating system for manufacturing area.

Mason City School System.
Complete survey was made of all schools as to location of, and type of
extinguishers needed. Thie was made in the form of a work sheet and given
to the Superintendent. The Board acted on this recommendation and purchasing
agent is investigating standard makes of extinguishers before any are bought.

All Printing Plants in City.
Complete survey was made of all printing vlants as to their handling of
flammeble liquids. All plants were brought up te Ordiance Standard on the
handling of flammable liquids.

320-15¢h Street North Nest. Decker Packing Flant.
2 hydrante were raised, naking these awailable in any sezmson.

All Wursing Homes.
All nureing homee were inspected once a2 month and one inspection was
made with a Deputy Fire Marshal. All homes were up to standard before
the Few Rules and Regulations were set forth by the Fire Marshale Office.
All nursing homes were issued orders as what wa® required by the New Rules
and Regulations as set forth by the Ssate.

All Hotels
All hotels were brogght up to standard on cut-off doors on stairs, exit
doors, exit lights and escapes, except the ¥admar Hotel which has not completed
some parts of the order.

County Jail.
The order from the Bureau on fire safety equipment at the County Jjail
vas given to the Grand Jury and they made it a part of their recommendations
to the County Supervisors for compliance.

219 VYest State Street Y.W.C.A. Annex.
Order issued for proper escapes and cut-off doors on stairs or cecupancy
by eliminated. Occupancy was eliminated.




PIRE OPERATION RIEPORT
FOR THE YPAR 1ENDING DICEMBIR 31,1957
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FIRE CCOURRED IN
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FIRE OPERATION REPCRT
-gontinuead-

VALUES AND LOSSES

Total value of the dbuildings involved by £ire eccececcecess $ 1,946,906.39
Total value of the contents involved by fire ceecceccccses 472,834,.77
Tot‘l ulu ct ‘11 pl'cplrt" MIM b’ fl" LR O ‘ 2.“19. F’l. 16

Total insurance on buildings involved DY fire eccceeccces $ 1,664,392.39
Total insurance on contents involved by fire ...cececsess 373,040.00
Total insurence on property involved by fire ....eeeeeece $ 2,037,432.39

!ot.l lnlul‘l.MO 1”. cn mldim sesssanessasERBOOABOBNS s ”.352.79
Total insurance leee or CONLONLE cccecesvncsssssaccnncose &.382032
Total insurance loee for year 1957 cccecccccccccccceccccs § 49,735.11

Total leoee insured and uninsured on MIQingt Seessnssnne ’ 28.725. 65
Total leee inevreéd and uninsured or contert® ..ceccesccss 25.067032
Total los® insured and unineured for yesr 1957 sc.ceecees § 53,792.97

0ss PR FIRE

x‘ los‘ [ E AR R A RN N NN R Y R N R R N N R R N RN N N R NN NN NN NN NN ]
Lese tMnS 5.00 AR AaASAR SRR E AR eI I NS s st tastostasssssntansnsnsnenss
Less then $ 100:00 sdicisvasnsanis et n s R ER SRl NEseREANAI G Ne
Less than ’ 500.00 N T T T T T
Less tms 1.000-00 R I R A I N
Less tms 5.00‘0.00 D I S
L“. tm‘ 10.000.00 .-.-.'..-..-............-.....'-............‘...

0'81.' s 10.000.00 (A AR R S A R R R R R R N R R R N N R R A R R N R R A N R B N ]

PERSONS KILLED AND INJTRID
DUE TO FIRE
1957

Firemen killed d“rinz fthe FORY sesesssncsssnsscsssessssnsnanssssnssns
Firemen SJ.'IJ“r.d. QUring the FORY .cacccscncesssscessossacesssscssssese
ciﬁlhm kulﬁ dwim tm .‘.’mr [ E R R R NN N R N NN NN
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Loss for 1956 0.‘.--..l.......ou--..oc.ooooo-c-.taun.-o.l..l..n$ 66.“97.87
Loss for 1957 oooon..---ooono-o-uio-o-.--o..--.o.-ao..-o--ao--‘ 53,792.97




CAUSES oF FIRES
YBAR - 1957

lnti—hmon Mt -otor .l..I....I..I...I.....I...I..I..l.!......
Backfire involved carburalor ceceecccccecssncccsssenssecssssnsscns

Battery cable shorted cccccecscecsesssesnscscscsoncsnscsnocensnces
Boys smoking out bees, set fire to telephone DOLe sesscecscsssvesns
Broken gae line ignited by pvillot 1ight ..ceccceccccnccesnsccssannne
Burning paper from rubbish fire blown under storage TaAK .eessseee
Burning rubbish no permit sccecsscccccccccnsccccncscscoccrsessnnae
Candle set fire to window CUrtain ceccccccccnscecscccsccscncncsccsss
Children playiang with lighted matches,candlos & open L1ames .ecce.
OChimney DUrning OUL cecceccesscctscsvesncsnsanssossnvasssssssssass
QLT ONIED .ivviscivncnnsisusasisaisssssotsansrsonassseionsnsonese
Circulation fan stuck on furanace, delt caught on £1r0 ccacscccsces
Clothing left on top of electric hot DPlate scecscccscscrcassssncses
Outting torch OPEration ccccccesscsvcnncscnsscsscsssssnsnsssscssse
Defestive flooded 01l healer .eceescsccsescssncesssessscscsvensnes
Mectric light bulb set fire to 0lothing ceecceccccnccsssnsssccnss
Hnergency brake left Of cccccccscvcocsccscocccessssscscncscsnnsese
Excessive heat in rock Aryer .ccsceccccscencsscssncssccsssssssscsse
Flame from DI1ow Y0T0R seeseccccccssnccscscsosssccescencssvcssnssee
Flooded Carburator cccccescccccnsccscssccsscnccsscssnsnsossssscnce
Gas cauvght fire while adjusting Durner on stove sescecscvccaccenes
Cusoline 1gni%ed by PALOS Q4gMY cocecccvcncacscosnssncsncnscsssnene
Gasoline leaked on ot MOBOT seesecoccenccccssscssecnscsscsanssese
Greaso bolled OVer on SLOFPS cececsccssvrcvcscsnresssessnsncnssnsnnse
Grense in oven oaught fire scceescscecccccnsnscencscccccccsascnnes
Grente in vent vipe OUEEE TAT® ccvccsiicivscssinasesinsisasissone
Grill cleaning rag UNAOY COUDLOYr ssscesessssavsccosnssscnsncssssss
Hot road flaree, fet fire in truok of ANBO ccevccccvccncscensnnsse
Improper insulation around CRIMDOY cececcccccccccscsscscsssssnsnce
TIOIRRNIY suscvivaieamiinsisashasieisrecnnRaiseseernesRER e aEe®
Noa$ 1n ool GAUERY OB FIPD coccoesovissvoscsssssvsssnssssseseinse
Netural gae ignited by pllot YIEAY ccceccccesctcccssccccsacnnccnce
Yool 48R CROPEOE cccvvescrosnnsscsnsacnnsssessasersessesasesnssee
UVl VSl DERE AWPUF cosovscnssnsarssssnesssstsssdestssssteossssss
Overhonted 01othes AXFor cocecscoccccscsrsrsssccsesssossssssssssns
EROFRARLE L. BRI o v vire s oinsibmain v ae:sisn v s s srapasnEEEEsERE a0
Plastic becked mirror caught fire from lightod oclectric duld .eeee
Railroad fusee dropped on Lrilge ccccccceccscccoscnscsccssssccnssce
RebHish 170 A8 oF QOBAREL cecscinsnusnoniconsonnsoassnsssssaises
TRBASK £ YRRREINRNL o ovvconvnisn e s esieeseienesstotanuTesess
GROVE 10 WAPARE 0500000000000 i00000600008690600000e60000s0e00eesass
BRert 10 YAPENG B BV csiisinicsriinisiiesossssassessbevsnsaceve
RERKEOE 88 Wl «onorcompmasninenenawsmeesivn vesenesssuyevissEnessve
Sl T aNINANE WD socivsvivivevenivisessavanaansaaEsn e RS
290 Ten INERERIE . .occivisvsissssvissverEessssdEsPese
SPRINE T BEDER ooccosininssnnivricessarRsiRvanesescssnsstsiaes
Sparks from rublish fAre cececvevccresacesccccncnnsonse reveerseene
Spontanecus ComDUSLION ceveavecscecavcrsesoressnsncassssscsnannses
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KIND or FROPERTY FIRE CCCURRED
N YEAR 1957

Automobiles and TrubRB ccccccccccscccccosscscccscssosocnes
AWRINES cvvveccccecncsccsenscsssrescncecccsncesssssssssans
Bank and Office Building sececccsceccssccsccccssssccscscsss
Building under construction seececcocccccccsccccscscsncnse
OBLO cicisvsonsinessnnvinsiinsnniesnsstsscssssssnsssssnans
Ohimney Fires cccececocecocsccsccsscecosssscosscsscsnsonce
GRurOl Rotb@RY ccovossavosssnnsassascssesessssessnasesbass
Caterpillar type 1oader cccecasicncccscscscscssnsscsnosnsns
DWOL1ANE coccccsencsstenstnsctsnesststonstotosssscenctsens
Dwelling and Office PULIQINE ccvvenscncecncncsnssrsncnnane
Gasoline storage TaNK...cccveserccessscccscccsncsnsccnsccns
Grass, Leaves and rubbish ..ccceceeccccccscccsccccscosnsas
GPBBMEY 0000000000000 80000emesesesssnteesenessdessessesens
BOSPLURL covvsrenennsssasessssessssnssassnasssssesssssssssd
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Lodge Roome and Store Buldlﬂs OssccbesonBosatessnanBasRes
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Pocking ROUS® ccvcccccssosssosscascsssssosssssssssssssssse
PIEOIR . LafR ssocisscicisivocastssesssesisessvesssiassessre
PORADED PHMP sesovsrnsssnsvosissviseisnesanssissveisessse
PrAnbtIng UPE 100 cuvsisivvicnnssicsisonsiepasisvvessnsdacie
Privete MINPE ssossersisssisnssisssssissivorrssenoiensene
PUDILG BBIRED csssivisssssnsssniavenavssennsssssonessdiosse
IRLIPenh DU O cesicossioscononenciscavossenesesossnesss
EREIeall BPAAEE cisiscasnsnisvnsisvbesssesnevesnesekeoaine
IREINERE IR sisisvisiiivesasssisenenceesednsnessesepsnee
ROK T80 DMERBERE scaviivisianivinaisvesiscsssensisnine
Seviust and INEDOPY cccccevescncsosssessenssscssssesessnsene
SOrTiod SUALEN c.vsvvsesnrannssvssssrssaserse s sEspEs e
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March 26th,

July 16th

July 26th

August 15th

Avgmat 18th

September 12th

February 3rd.

April 21st

December 9th

EMERGENCY AND FIRST AID CALIS
1957

5331 PM. B801-2nd Street South West, call for resuscitator.
Chan Welch age 60 found lying on basement floor, unconscious
and breathing very hard. E. & J. used as inhalator. Doctor
Stusland had been called and arrived. Sent Mr Welch to Mercy
Hospital via Snell ambulance. Doctor stated Mr Welch had just
been released from hosvital due to stroks. Mr Welch was knowa
to have high blood pressure also.

8:15 AM Called to Ideal Sand and Gravel Comvany, Dean Valley
age 21, workman from Plymouth, Iowa. Buried in sand slide, was
dead on arrival of Department.

2:16 PM Called to Mason City Adrport ic search Osark Airplane,
for reported bomd put on plane at Souix City, Iowa. Plane searche:
by Firemen, Police, and Post 0ffice personel. After thorough
seach of plane, nothing found.

7:26 PM, Park Hospital called for resuscitator for Rodney
Thoen Age 9, who lived on a farm 5 miles West of Kensett, Iowa.
Used Oxygen for about 5 minutes. Rodney Thoen pronounced dead
by Doctor Burgreen. Rodney had been covered up by #0y beans
while playing in bin on family farm and sufficated.

7:17 PM. resuscitator call to 305 South Louisiana, Farlpy
Jacoby, Suffered from Heart attack, used Resusecitator for 30
minutes. 3 bottles of oxygen used, Pronounced dead by Doctor
Christovherson,

9:09 PM Welland Hammitt age 48 reported choking at home,
317 South Crescent Drive. On arrival found Mr Hammitt choking
on fresh cake, Lieutenant dislodged cake with finger. Wae OK
on arrival of Doctor Wesley.

CIVILIANS INJURED

12140 PM. Sandrs Marxen age 4 suffered 2nd and 3rd degree

burns on both legs. At her homb, 923 North Polk Avenue, when

she tivved over can of gasoline used by her father to clean paint
brushes. Gasoline ignited by pilet light of hot water heater.

Barbara Decker, age 19 bas badly burned on the leg and arms
at 1030-16th Street North Bast. She was taken to Mercy Hospital
by Snell ambulance service,

7:¢21 AM M,L.Stokes, employee of Walsh Constrmution Co.
Burned about the eyes from fire in gasoline portadble pump.
at Lehigh Oement Plant. Taken to Hosnital by foreman.




NUMBER OF ALARMS BY MONTH, DAY AND HOUR
FOR YEAR 1957
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REPORT
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DISTRICT FIRE REPORT
For the Year 1957
OPRATION
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ALARMS RECEIVED BY DISTRICTS
FIRE LOSS DISTRICTS
FOR THE YEAR
1957
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TREND or FIRE LOSEES FROM 1947 to 1957
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POLICE DEPARTMENT COOPERATION AT ALARMS
YRAR * 1957
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Appointments

March 16th,1957 Denald B.Wedmore Appointed Probationary Fireman,
Regigned
March 16%h,1957 Piremen First Class Marvin L.Vosburgh resizned from the

Department to go farming, Marvia L.Vosburgh was appointed to
the Fire Department, June 1, 1952

New Ydquipment Received

Mareh 5th,1957 Received Four Wheel Brive Truck., with Internmatiomal R.D. 501
motor. Waterous 750 Gallon per minute pump. Model 8-750 Serdal
No. @ 80245, Engine No.7742%, 212 Horse Power. Put in service
3110 PM March 5%h,1957. This truck will be known as Engine No.l.
On January 1,1957 the Oity and the Fire Department entered inte
a contract with Mason Townehip and the South half of Lime Creek
Township, to give the peopls outside the city limits and in thes
Townships fire vrotections. This plece of egaipment will be used
primarily in the protection of these outeide properties.

EQIPMINT TAKEN OUT OF SHERVICE

Salvage #2 International 2 tom truck 6-cylinder Chassis B-3, 160 wheelbasg. Chassis
nunbed B-3-17223, Hotor number 2-17787, Put in service Qctober
15¢h 1934, 350-400 gallen per nmimute Worthern Rotary Gear Pump.
number 157. Traded in on Four Wheel Drive Truck., Taken out of
Service March 6th,1957. Parked on slab at South Station. May 24t
1957 representitive of Vivian Zquipment Co., Ames, Iowa. picked
up this truck and delivered it to Algona, Iowa,

Water Supply Truck # 1, 1936 International 6 Oylinder Chassis 16001 Metor number
A.B. 52458-B, 500 gallon ver minute Hale Rotary Gear Pump. No.3-
2710 put in service December 20th,193€ as tractor for old Aerial
ReBuilt for Water Supply Tank Truck, Capacity 550 gallon, Traded
in on Four Wheel Drive Truck. Teken out of Service April 2rd
and turned over to Dougherty Yowa Fire Department,

FROMOTIONS
January 1st,1957 TFireman 3rd Class Thonas O.Madden Promoted to Fireman 2nd Cl.
February 1,1957 Fireman 3rd Clase Ronald C.Van Hora Promoted to Fireman 2nd Cl,
June 1lst, 1957 TFireman Jrd Class Arlo D.Halvorson Promoted to Fireman 2nd Cl.
June 16th, 1957 Fireman 2nd Clase James J.Hickey Promoted to Fireman lst Cls
September 16,1957 Probationary Fireman,Donald E.Wedmore promoted to Fireman 3rd Cl.
Octobver 18t,1957 PFireman 2nd Clascs Lowell H,Moore Promoted to Fireman lst Cl.

NXw TELEPHONE NUMBERS

Mgy 5th,1957, The Nerthwestera Bell Telephone, swilched over to Dial telephone. All
numbers were changed. Our number 60 business telephone was changed to number
GA-3-2145, our number 61 business telephone was changed to number GA-3-2146,
our Pire Phone umber 135 which was monitored by the Chief Operator at the
Telephone Office was changed to GA-3-3124, without monitor service. One new
line wae connected to the Fire Department, this line is a overflow on line
GA-3-3124, 4f line CA-3-3124 is busy with a fire alarm, and another alarm is
being turned in, the last alarm will come in over the Fire Fhone Overflow Lin

TOWNSHIP ALARMS
There were 32 township alarms answered this year. 24 of these alarms were fires, 20
alarms were answered in Mason Township, 9 alarms were answered in Lime towns}i
Assistance was given to fire Departments in other townships, 1 in bath, 1
in Fells, and 1 in lLake townships.
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The Central Fire Station has become very crowded and, dus to
increased traffic, has become a problem in responding to alarms,
especially during hours when traffic is heavy. Also the National
Board of Fire Underwriters have, for a long time, recemmended that
a FTire Station be put in the North part of Mason City., In $alking
to representatives of the National Board they seem to feel that if
our Central Station were moved North to about fifth or sixth and
Horth Federal Avenue, this would relieve the necessity for a Worth
Fire Station at the present and until there was greater expansion
of the City North and Uast.

In view of this fact, I would recommend that immediate steps
be taken to replace our Central Fire Station with s new and modern
station in the vieinity of fifth or sixth and North Federal Avenue.

In conclusion, I take this opportunity to extend my hearty
spprecistion to you and the members of the City Council for their
loyal support in all Fire Department matters, for without this
support the efficiency of the Department could not have been
maintained.

It affords me great pleasure to commend to you the Officers
and Members of the Fire Department and the Pire Prevention Bureau for
the fa.thful and efficient manner in which they have discharged
their duties,

I also take this opportunity to express my thanks to all other
City Departments for their hearty good will and co-operation during
the year.

To the Globe Gagette, radio stations, and televieion statioen,
I extend my sincere thanks and sporeckation for their commendatory
and impartial reports and articles relating to e weork parformed
by this department.

Respectfully Submitted,

A.Boyd Arnold, Chief
Mason City Fire Department.




