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New EquiIDent ..••' •••••••••••••.•••••••••••••••••••••••
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Promotions •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
Recommendatdons •••••••••.•..•••••••••.•••.••••••••••
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Resi~ed .••••••••.•••••••••.••••••. _.•••••••.•••••••••••
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tEAR ENDING, DECEMBER )1,. 1960
••••********.******************.* ••••***••**************** ••********••****
Honorable O,orge E. Mendon~or.
¢ity Hall. .
MasonCity, Iowa. ..

March 16th, 1961

Sir;
I have the honor herewith to submit·to·you the YEARLY REPORT

OF THEFIREDEPARTMENTtor the year ending, December)lst, 1960.
This being my tenth and the titt7-t1rst yearly report· of. the
paid tire department ot the City ot MasonCity, Iowa.

This ·is also th!S sixteenth yearly report atter cllang1ng
back to the May<tr-Counciltorm of City Government.. .

:rbi. ~port will showas far as possible the .reco~ot operations,
al.arma, valuations, insurance and losses on fires that were
responded to by this department during the yea!'. The data herein
contained is almost entirely within the corporate l.w ts ot the
City. however township alarms and mutual agreement calls will appear
troa time ~ time in this report t .also my recommendations for the
betterment and improvementof the Department and fire service .
and the increasing ot its efficiency.

Any information pertaining to the Department desired by you
and not contairied herein. will be supplied to you on request.

This report should be in your office at the end of the year. but dlle
ta the amount of t.ime needed by the· Insurance Adjusters to adjust and
return a fire claim this report usually runs a little late. All inSured
losses herein are the true adjusted losses as received from the Insurance
Adjusters. no estimated losses are used lor Dep'&r~nt records.

Respectfully sul::mitted,

a4~~
A.BoydArnold,
chief ot Fire Department,
MasonCity,Iowa.

--- - - --------------



PERSONNEL OF THE FIPE DEPARTMENT

YEAR ENDING, DECEMBER 31, 1960

Chief of Department •••••••••••••••••••••••• 1
Superinterident of Fire Prevention Bureau... 1
Captain of Fire Department ••••••••••••••••• 2
Lieutenant of Fire De!)ar·~ent •••••••••••••• 7

Clark ot Fire Depar~~ent ••••••••••••••••••• 1
Firemen First Class •••••••••••••••••••••••• 24
Firemen Seoond Class ••••••••••••••••••••••• 1
Firemen Thire CJ.s.ss•••to.. •• • •• • • . • • • • • •• • • • 0
Probationary FireIMtn ••••••••• 'O. ,;. • • • • • • • •• •• 2

Total all grades ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 39

Of the above Personnel, the following
special assignments are made

Fire Alarm Operator. Fi-remenFirst Class •••• 3

Drillmaster, Fire In3pectc~t Lieutenant ••••• 1

1



ItAME , RANK

CHIEF
lronld, A.Boydr: ....... ., .

DATZ OF APPOINTl1ENT
TO DEPARTHENT

July 1,1928 ••••••••••••••J~~e
SUPEltINTENDEHT OF FIRE PREVENTION BUREAU

Schurts. Harold E •••••••••••••• September 1,1939 ••••••••••••••August
CAPTAINS

Pierce. Clifford J.Cunningham, John K.
••••••••••••..••.••.....•

LIEUTENANTS
Hesse. Frank A •••••••••••••••••
Lauer, Vincent A •••••••••••••••
Rice, Louis V. Jr••••••••••••••
McDougle. Dwaine O•••••••••••••
Blunt, Richard R •••••••••••••••
Holt. John H •••••••• ~•.••••••••
March, Harold R ••••••••••••••••

May
January

18,1928
20.1931

•••••••••••••• June
•••••••••••••• Februar.v

•••••••••••••• September
•••••••••••••• July
•••••••••••••• November
•••••••••••••• Februar.Y
•••••••••••••• Februar,y
••.••••••••••••February
•••••••••••••• August

CLERK OF FIRE DEPARTMENT
Waller, ~ D •••••••••••••••••• Januar,y 10,1940 ••••••••••••••AUlUBt

August
April
JanU&l7July
March
July
October

1.19)0
16,1946

1.1947
19,1946
20,1948
18,1946
23,1953

FIREMAN FIRST CLASS
Arnold, Lynn A ••••••••••••••••• August 1,1935
Hesse, Alfred B•••••••••••••••• April 13,1936
Powers, Leo M•••••••••••••••••• December 1,1936
Carroll, Jesse J~ ••••••••••••• September 1,1939
Gardinier. ~le E••••• 4 •••••••• September 1,1939
Fritz, Elmer J••••••••••••••••• September 1,1939
Berry, Walter M•••••••••••••••• April 16,1946
Cunning~am Warren H •••••••••••• April 16,1946
Dosen, Mike H•••.••••••••••••••April 16,1946
Allen. Dan N••••••••••••••••••• November 19,1946
Bender. John H.••••••••••••••••June 1,1951
Gerdes, Marvin R ••••••••••••••• July 16,1951
Luecht, Ralph R •••••••••••••••• November 1.1951
Briscoe, Bernard B ••••••••••••• August 1,1952
Martin, Donald O•••••••••••••••December 1.1952
Peterson, Marvin C•••••••••••••• November 16.1953
Swanson, Charles F••••••••••••• November 1,1954
Djetz, Victor H •••••••••••••••• December 11.1954
Hickey, James J•••••••••••••••• June 16,1955
Moore, Lowell H •••••••••••••••• October 1,1955
Madden, Thomas O••••••••••••••• Januar,y 1.1956
V~n Horn, Ronald C••••••••••••• February 1,1956
Halvorson, Arlo D •••••••••••••• June 1,1956
Wedmore, Donald E •••••••••••••• March 16.1957

FIP~N SECOND CLASS
Lof'Lng', Robert P. •••••••••••••• April

PROBATIONARY FIREMAN
JohnGon, J~es E •••••••••••••••
fjhill t Charles H. ••••••••••••••

SPECIAL ASSIGNMENTS
Martin, Donald O•••••••••••••••
Pe-',-€II' SO!l , Mar°.rinC. • •• , ••••••••
$waI:.son,Cha:o1es F. ••••••••••••
IIolt, John H •••••••••••••••••••

••••••••••••••September•.•••••••••••• May
••••••••••••••Februar,y
••••••••••••••September
••••••••••••••September
•••••••••••••• Februar.y
•••••••••••••• April
•••••••••••••• December
•••••••••••••• MarCh
•••••••••••••• M~
•••••••••••••• June•••••••••••••• July
••••••••••••••November
•••••••••••••• August
•••••••••••••• December
••••••••••••••November
••••••••••••••November
••••••••••••••December
•••••••••••••• June
•••••••••••••• October
•••••••••••••• Januar,y
•••••••••••.••Febru~
••••••••••••• ·.•JUlle
••••••••••••••Ma.rCh

l,1959 ••••••••••••••April

Au«ust 16.1960 ••••••••••••••August
November 16,1960 •••••••••••••• November

Fire Alarm Operator •••••••••••September
Fire Alarm Operator •••••••••••August
Fire Alarm Operator •••••••••••July
Fire InBpector & Dri1lJnaster ••August

2

TO

4.19!i1

16,1960

16.1944
2,1952

1,1939
1.1954
1.1954-
1,1956
1,1958
1,1959

16.1960

1.1946

16,1938
16,1939
16,1940

1,1942
1,1942
1,1943

16,1946
26,1947

8.1948
18,1949

1,1953
16,195)

1,1953
1,1954
1.1954

16,1955
1,1956

11,1956
16.1957

1,1957 .
1,1958
1,19581,19.58

16,1959

1,1960

16.1960
16,1960

29,1960
31,1954
22,1959

1,1960



NAME &: TITLE

CHIEF
A. Boyd Arnold ••••.••••••••••• 2015 South Jefferson Avenue •••GArden 4-20)6

r:

FIRE DEPAR'lmNT R08TFJ~
YEAR - 1960

ADDRESS

SUPERINTENDENT OF FIRE PREVENTION BUREAU
Harold E. Schurts •••••••••••• 2514 South Federal Avenue ••••••O!

CAPTAINS
Clifford J. Pierce ••••••••••• 234-6th Street South East •••••GA
John K.CunninghUl •••••••••••• 670-9th Street South East •••••GA

LIEUTENANTS
Frank A.Hesse •••••••••••••••• l320-South Pennsylvania Avenue.GA
Vincent A.Lauer •••••••••••••• 20l-South Virginia Avenue ••••••GA
Louis V. Rice,Jr ••••••••••••• 8l5-South Connecticut Avenue •••GA
Dwaine O. MCDougle ••••••••••• 26-Clover Lane •••••••••••••••• GA
Richard R. Blunt ••••••••••••• ·821-SOuth Carolina Place ••••••GA
John H. Holt ••••••••••••••••• 27l5-South Jefferson Avenue •••GA
Harold R. Marsh •••••••••••••• 223-5th Street North East •••••GA

CLERK OF FIRE DEPARTMENT
Ray D.Waller ••••••••••••••••• 827-9th Street North East •••••GA

FIREMAN rmsr CLASS
Lynn A.Arnold •••••••••••••••• 2l3-5th Street North West •••••GA
Alfred B.Hesse ••••••••••••••• 221-3rd Street North West •••••GA
Leo M. Powers •••••••••••••••• l504-South Kent~cky Avenue ••••GA
Jesse J. Carroll ••••••••••••• l652-Hillcrest Drive ••••••••••GA
Lyle E.Gardinier ••••••••••••• 113-23rd Street South West ••••GA.
Elmer J. Fritz ••••••••••••••• l09-l5th Street North West ••••GA
Walter M. Berr,y •••••••••••••• l5-19th Street South East •••••GA
Warren H. Cunningham ••••••••• 705-9th Street North West •••••GA
Mike Me Dosen •••••••••••••••• 720.South Polk Place ••••••••• _GA
Dan N. Allen ••••••••••••••••• 2020-South Grover Avenue ••••••GA
John H. Bender ••••••••••••••• 237-7th Street South East •••••GA
Marvin R.Gerdes •••••••••••••• l425-North Adams Avenue •.••••••GA
Ralph R. Luecht •••••••••••••• l442-North Jefferson Avenue ••••GA
Bernard B.Briscoe ••••••.•••••• 939-l5th Street North East ••••GA
Donald O. Martin ••••••••••••• 66.5-.l5thStreet.Sou·thEast ••••GA
Marvin C. Peterson ••••••••••• l3-Suxmy Cir~le ••••••••••••••• GA
Charles F. Snanson ••••••••••• 1050-6th Street South West ••.•••GA
Victor H. Dietz ••••••••••• ~•• 215-North Hampshire Av~nue ••••GA
James J. Hi.ckey .•••••••••••••• 128-26th Street South West ••••GA
LO:fell H. Moore •••••••••••••• l204-South Rhode Island Ave ••••GA
Thomas O. Madden ••••••••••••• 915-North Jefferson AVenue ••••GA
Ron~ld C. V~l Horn ••••••••••• 4l4-24th Street South West ••••GA
Arlo D. Halvorson •••••••••••• 7-South Jefferson Avenue ••••••OA
~onald E. Wedmore •••••••••••• l20-1lth Street South west •••••GA

FIREMAN SECOND CLASS
Robert P. Lofing ••••••••••••• l408-North Pennsylvania Ave_ •••GA

PROBATIONARY FIReMAN
~ameG E. Johnson ••••••••••••• 12l2-South a~ode Island Ave ••• GA
Charleg H.Shill •••••••••••••• 124-Forth Jefferson Ave ••••••• GA

3

TELEPHONE NUMBER

:3-6528
3-7914

4-1405
3-0218
3-84954-3820
3-6907
3-7275
3-4767

3-8160

3-1447
3-29164-1224
4-1443
3-2804
4-1391
3-4881
3-4179
3-3708
3-9366
3-52393-7269
4-3966
3-342J
3-2777}-O466
4-1407
4-1503
3-2430
3-2905
3-30244-4014
4-2079
J-3781.

4-3061

3-7252
3-2558
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MASON CITY FIRE DEPARTMENTPERSONAL SERVICE TO DECEMBER )lst. 1960

RANK NAME DATE OF ENTRY TOTALSERVICE TO DE~--'J.:st, L960--
CHIEF A.Boyd Amo1d Jul¥ 1st ,1928 32 Years 6 Months 0 Dqs

sun. or FIRE PREVENT.Harold E. Schurtz September lst,1939 21 •• 4 •• 0 It

CAPrAIN Clifford J. Pierce May 18thtl~8 32 • 7 It 13 II

CAPrAIN John K.Cunningham January 20th ,1931 29 It 11 • 11 ••

LIEUTENANT Frank A.Hesse August lst,1930 )0 •• 5 •• 0 "
LIE'J'l'ENANT Vincent A•Lauer April 16th,1946 14 • 8 •• IS "
LIEUTENANT Louis V. Rice, Jr. January 1st, 1947 14 • 0 •• 0 •
LIEUTENANT Dwaine O.McDou.gle Jul¥ 19th.1946 14 •• 5 • 12 ••
LIEUTENANT Richard R. Blunt March 20th,l948 12 " 9 It 11 ••
LIEUTENANT John H. Holt July 18th ,1946 14 II 5 tI 13 ••
LIEU'I'ENANT Harold R. Marsh October 23rd,1953 7 • 2 u 8 ••

CLERKOF FIRE DEPART. Ray D. Waller January lOth ,1940 20 •• 11 u 21 "
FIREMANFIPoST CLASS Lynn A. Arnold August 1st, 1935 25 • .5 •• 0 "FIREMANFOOT CLASS Alfred B. Hesse April 13th ,1936 24 •• 8 • 18 It

FIRE?{'\I~ FIRST CLASS Leo M. Po"A~rs December lst, 1936 24 •• 1 • 0 •
FIPZ,U~NFIRST CLASS Jesse J. Carroll September Ist,1939 21 II 4 •• 0 ••
FIREt.&ANFIRST CLASS Lyle E. Gardinier September 1st, 1939 21 II 4 •• 0 ••
FIRDfAN FIRST CLASS Elmer J" Fritz September lst,1939 21 • 4 • 0 ••
FlREll.ANFIRST CLASS Walter M. Berry April 16th ,1946 14 tt 8 •• 15 •
FIREMANFIRST CU 5S Warren H. Cunningham April 16th ,1946 14 tt 8 •• 15 •
FI~.fAN FIRST CLASS Mike M. Dosen April l6th,1946 14 •• 8 •• 15 •
FIREl.fANFInsT CLASS Dan N. Allen November 19th,1946 14 •• 1 •• 12 ••
FIREMANFIRST CLASS John H. Bender June 1st ,1951 9 " 7 II 0 ••
FL1EMANFIRST CLASS Harvin It.Gerdes July 16th , 1951 9 •• 5 •• 15 ••
FIREMANFIRST CLASS Ralph R. Luecht November lst,l95l 9 It 2 It 0 ••
FIREMANFIRST CLASS Bernard B.. Briscoe August 1st , 19.52 8 II 5 If 0 It

FIREMANFIRST CLASS Donald O. Martin December 1st ,19.52 8 It 1 " 0 It

FIREMANFIRST CLASS Marvin C. Peterson November 16th,19.53 7 • 1 It 15 It

FIREMANFIRST CLASS Charles F. Swanson November lst,l9.54 6 " 2 It 0 n

FIRmAN FIRST CLASS Victor H. Dietz Deoember 11th ,19.54 6 • 0 It 20 "
FIREMANFIRST CLASS Jam;es J. Hickey June l6th,19.5.5 5 " 6 It 1.5 1f

FIREMANFIRST CLASS Lmiell H. Moon October 1st, 19.55 .5 It 3 •• 0 It

FIREMANFIRST CLASS lbomas o. Hadden January lat, 1956 5 n 0 It 0 "4

, ) )



) i

PERSONAL SERVICE TO DECEMBER 31st, 1960
continued

RANK NAME DATE OF ENTRY TOTAL SERVICE TO DECEMBER 31st. 19~
FIREMAN FIRST CLASS Ronald C. Van Hom February 1st, 1956 4 Years 11 Months o Days
FIREMA N FIRST CLASS Arlo D. Halvorson June 1st, 1956 4 It 7 It 0 It

FIREMAtl FIRST CLASS Donald E. Wedmore March 16th, 1957 3 " 9 It 15 II

FIREMAN SECOND CLASS Robert P. Lofing April 1st, 1959 1 II 9 It 0 "
PROBATIONARY FIREMEN James E.Johnson August 16th, 1960 0 It 4 " 16 •
PROBATIONARY FIREMEN Charles H. Shill November 16th, 1960 0 It 1 It 15 "----

MEMBERSHIP ON PENSION AND RETIREMENT LIST

RANK HELD AT --DATE OF PENSION NAME AMOUNT OF PENSION PER MONTH
OR RETIREMENT TINE OF RETIREMENT
February 18th,1943 Lieutenant Earl W. Barker $ 80.00 Per Month
March 1st ,1943 Fireman First Class August C.May $ 75.00 It It

December 4th,1943 Chief Daniel H. Shire $135.00 n n

August 1st ,1950 Fireman First Class Leo D.King $116.25 It It

February 1st,1952 Captain Thomas M.Keenan $141.25 It It

June 1st ,1952 Widow of Fireman First Class Mrs ~ond Goudreau $ 75.00 It It

October 27th,1953 Fireman First Class Douglas C.Fie1ds $150.00 It It

August 1st,1954 Widow of Lieutenant Mrs Fred ~.Moore $135.78 It n

October 1st ,1954 Fireman First Class William P. McGrath $131.51 n tt

October 1st ,1954 Lieutenant Marvin A.Lauen $135.84 It II

October Ist,1954 Lieuten!ll1t Martin J.Faktor Jr. $160.00 It II

January 30th ,1956 Lieutenant Harold H.Hutchison $177.50 II "June 5th,1956 Fireman First Class Fredrick O.Grelk On August 1,1961 will receive
$ 166.00 Per Monta Pension.

September Ist,1956 Widow of Chief Mrs James Kelley $ 75.00 Per Mont.hMarch 1st ,1958 Widow of Lieutenant Mrs Lester I.Dutcher $ 75.00 It It

.5
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MASON CITY FIRE DEPARTMENT
George E. MendonMayor

A. Boyd Arnold
Chief of Department

Harold E. Schurtz
Supt. of Fire Prevention Bureau

John H.Holt
Drillmaster & Inspector

Ray D. Waller
Clerk of Fire Department

FIRE ALARM OPERATORS
Donald O. Martin Marvin C. Peterson Charles F.Swanson

HEADQUARTERS
FIRST BATTALION SECOND BATTALION

SALVAGE CO. No. 1
Louis V.Rice,Jr .•••••••••••• Lieutenant ••••••••••••• Richard R. Blunt
Victor H. Dietz •••••••••••••••• Driver ••••••••••••••.••James J. Hickey
Robert P. Lofing •••••••••••• Salvageman •.••••••••••• iernard B.Briscoe
Thomas O. Madden •••••••••••• Salvageman ••••••••••••• Arlo D.Halvorson

QUAD. CO. No. 1
Clifford J. Pierce ••••••••••• Captain •••••••••••••• John K.Cunningham
Harold R. Marsh ••••••••••••• Lieutenant •••••••••••• Vincent A. Lauer
Leo M. Powers ••••••••••••••••• Driver •••••••••••••• Lynn A.Arnold
~likeM. Dosen •••••••••••••• Ladderman No.1 •••••••••Jesse J. Carroll
Dan N. Allen •••••••••••••••• Ladrle~~ No.2 •••••••••Ralph R. Luecht
Marvin R.Gerdes ••••••••••••• Ladderman No.3 •••••••••Charles H. Shill
James E. Johnson •••••••••••••• Plugman •••••••..•••••Lowell H. Moore
Donald E.Wedmore •••••••••••••• Pipeman ••••••••••••• Ronald C.Van Horn

ENGINE CO. No. 2
Dwaine O.McDougle •••••••••••• Lieutenant •.••••••••••
Lyl~ E.Gardinier •••••••••••••• Driver ••••••••••••••
Walter M. Berr,y •••••••••••••••• Plugman •••••••••••••
Elmer J. Fritz •••..••••••..... Plugman •••••••••••••

Frank A.Hesse
Alfred B.flesse
Warren H.Cunningham
John H. Bender
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MlSONCITYFIRE DEPARTMENTlEARLYREPORT
FORTHEtEARENDIOO.DECEMBER3lst,1960

ACTIVITIESOFTHEFIRE PREVENTIONBUREAU

'lbe Fire Prevention Bureau was organized on September 1.1937 with Vern
E.Sweeney as Superintendent. On Novemberlst,19.54 Captain Harold E.Schurtz
was assigned to wort with Superintendent Sweeneyand aid him with the Bureau
work. Superintendent Vem E.Sweeneywent on sick leave March llth,1960 and
passed away while on sick leave August 2nd,1960. On August 1,1960 Lieutenant
John H. Holt was transfered from the Fire Force to the Bureau to assist
Captain Schurtz and aleo to aot as Drillmaster two dqs per week. On August 16
Captain Schurtz was appointed Superintendent of the Fire Prevention Bureau.
The Fire Prevention Bureau made or supervised a total of 3765 inspections.
Numerousinspections were made during the year of buildings where there would
be &reat humanlite hazard, as well as business and factory buil.d.ings. Special
effort was put forth at the Holid~ Sea.on for the protection of life and
propery in retaU establishments. Manyhazards were removed or remedied due to
the work of the Fire Prevention Bureau. The Bureau also carried on a year
around program of Fire Prevention with special emphasis during Fire Prevention
Week. The Bureau investigated all fires of undetermined and mysterious origin
also false alaru. The Bureau talked to young children that had set tires and
tried to educate them to the dangers of plqing with matches and the danger of
fire.

BUREAU ACTIVITIES
Regular inspections •••••••.••••••••••••••••••••• 7.54
Reinspectlona ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 22)
Speoial inspections ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 253

Total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 1230
Commercial inspections •••••••••••••••••••••••••• )89
Industrial inspections •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 78
Warehouse inspections ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 3)
Wholesale bouse inspections ••••••••••••••••••••• 20
Apartment inspections ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 74
Hotel inspections ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 20
Hospital inspections •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• )
Nursing home inspections •••••••••••••••••••••••• 17
Theatre inspections ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• )
School inspections •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 85
Churoh inspections •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 42
Paint spr~ booths inspected •••••••••••••••••••• )5
Fire escape inspections ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 4
Public Garage inspections •••••••.•..•••••••••••• 48
Gasoline and oil bulk plant inspections ••••••••• )8
Gasoline and ruel oil tank installations •••••••• 4
Miscellaneous insPfctions •••••••••••.•.••••••••• 277

TOTAL•••••.••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• l2)0
FIRE DEPARTMENTINSPECTIONS

SECONDBATTALION
Fire Salvage

-

DEPARTMENT
Fire Salvace
...J!
~
..lJ2
lli2
~

64-ill2 ...li!!:

Probationary Firemen
Fireman Third Class
Fireman Second Class
Fireman First Claa,
Officers
Special
TOTAL

FIRSTBATTAtION
Fire Salvage
~....1!:
~
628-..JM

--2l
~8..m



BUREAU OF FIRE PREVENTION
-continued-

SOUTH STATION
FIRST 1MTTALION
Fire Salvage

SECOND BATTALION
Fire Sa!vage

DEPARTMENT
Fire Salvage

Fireman First Class ~
Officers --2!
Total 270

TOTAL FIRE DEPARTMENT INSPECTIONS
PERMITS ISSUED:

~
-l2

192

~
--2§

462
2535
1598

31

........................
Burning Permits •••••••••••••••••••••••
Occupational ••••••••••••.•••.•••••••••

COMPLAINTS:
Complaints received & Investigated..... 26
Complaints not justified............... 9

COMPLAINTS REFERRED TO
Building department •••••••••••••.••••• 2
Electrical Department ••••••••••••••••• 10
Sanitary Department ••••••••••••••••••• 3
Police Department ••••••••••••••••••••• 1
Police Court •••_...................... 2
Plumbing Department ••••••••••••••••••• 1

CONDITIONS FOUND
Waste material not properly handled.... 67
Rubbish found ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 25
Combustibles too near heat source ••••• 12
Extinguishers outdated •••••••••••••••• 85
Misuse of incinerators •••••••••••••••• 12
Fl~~able liquids in violation •••••••• 17
Flammable decorations found ••••••••••• 0

Garbage conditions found ••••••••••••••• 2
OBSTRUCTIONS FOUND

Fire escapes ••••••••••••••••..•••••.•• 5
Hall way-s ••••••••.•.••.••••.••.•.••.••. 3
Exi ts ..•..•................• &.. • • • • • • • • • 2
Fire doors •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 3
Aisles ..•••......•.•••.••••••••.•••••• 1
Exit lights out or not properly marked. 16
Exit doors found locked ••••••••••••••• 5
Exit doors out of order ••••••••••••••• 10
Fire doors out of order ••••••••••••••• 8

ELECTRIC WIRING
Drop cords in violation ••••••••••••••• 39
Bad electric wiring found ••••••••••••• 14

NOTICES SERVED
Written notices served •••••••••••••••• 9
Verbal notices served ••••••••••••••••• J4
COIlJ.pliancewith correction orders...... 59
Compliance with corriction orders from

previous year •••••••••••••••• 92
9



BUREAUACTIY:TIES!J950
continue:i

Twenty(20) investigations of fires conducted.
Fifteen (15) causes of fires were established.

The services of the State Fire Marshall's Office and the National Board
of Fire Underwriters, investigator was used on three occasions

Five (5) Alarm Systemswere extended to AlarmOffice of the Fire Department,
from Automatic Sprinkler and Fire Detection Systems. These installations
and the testing of themwere supervised.

Three tn newAutomatic Sprinkler Systems were installed. These installation~
were inspected t supervised and found to be OKby the Bureau

One (1) Fire Detection installation was supervised and completed.

Five (5)plans for newconstruction and remodeling in schools and hospital.
were checked and approved by the Bureau.

Nine (9) School of instruction were conducted with a tatal attendance
ot 52) persons.

Twenty-Nine(29) Fire Prevention Programswere conducted during 1960, these
programs reached ?,344 persons. Twenty-Eight of these programswere conducted
in schools and one in an industrial plant in the City.

A survey was madeot all Public School BuUdings for the purpose ot
placement ot the proper classification of First Aid Fire Extinguishers to
meet the requirements ot pamph1e~lO of the National Board of Fire
Underwriters on location ot Fire Extinguishers. This survey was developed
as a work order for each individual building and forwarded to the business
managerof the Independent School District.

During Fire Prevention Weektwelve (12) fire drills were colkiucted.

OnenewNursing Homestarted operation in 1960. This homewas supervised
and all State Lawrequirements for Nursing Homeswere enforced and carried
out. This i. a Class i-A Home.

two cases were brought into Police Court and convictions were gained.

OnOctober 19th, an underground gasoline leak developed from one of our
Service Stations. Gasoline fumes was found in the sewers and basements
ot houses in this area. Allor part of 28 ~s was spent in tracking down
the source. The source was established and arrangements have been madeto
start reclaiming this gasoline before it enters the sewers. Thework is
continuing ver.J satisfactor1l1 at thi present time.

10



FIRE OPERATION REPeRT IH TOWNSHIP
FOR THE YEAR ENDlOO DECEMBER )1. 1960 CITY Ie lImJAL AID**.****.*****.***.* ••**••• *.*.**••**~.**********.*.*.*.*.**** •••••••••••••**.**••

Ala!-m.sreceived. verbal. •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 8.
Alarms received b.r Police ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 51
Alarms received on Notitier Alarm Panel ••••••••••••••••••• 11
Alarms received by Fire Box ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 0
Alarms received sprinkler ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 6
Alarms received over Tele}ilone G.A.)-2145 or GA )-2146 •••• 22
Alarma received over GA )-)124 overflow ••••••••••••••••••• 61

28)
448

1
•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 144.
•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• )04

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••924.2
Hours worked at alarms ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 209r55
Number of Firemen responding to alarms ••••••••••••••• 2.5)4-
Humber ot times pumps operated. for booster •••••••••••• 116
Humber ot times pumps operated for hose lines •••••••••• 5
Portable pump operated ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 0
J - Inch Hose Used ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• Feet 2502t - Inch Hose Used ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• Feet 2,550It - Inch Hose Used ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• Feet 1.400
Booster Hose Used •••••••• _••••••••••••••••••••••• Feet 24,000
Booster Tanks Used •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• Gallon 8,185
Hand Pumps Used ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• G~10n 152
Ladders Used ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• Feet 1,)96
liyd.rants •••••••.•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 8
All-Service Gas Masks Used ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 4
Scott Air Pac Masks a15 Minute ••••••••••••••••••••••• 11
Scott Air Pac Masks :)0 Minute ••••••••••••••••••••••• 2
E & J Resuscitator and Inhalator Used •••••••••••••••••• )

2
8
2
980
6
o

)6

Alarms received over Fire Phone nUDlber GA )-)124 •••••••••
Total alarms responded to in 1960 ••••••••••••••••••••••••
Alarms received false ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
Alarms received in the AM
Alarma received in the PM

FIRE DATA
Miles -traveled to alarms

Boat Used ••••••••••.••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.••••••
Light Generator Used •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
250 Watt Light Used
500 Watt Light Used ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
Saoke Ejector Used •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
5 Lb. Dry Powder Extinguisher Used •••••••••••••••••••••
JO Lb. Dr" Powder Extinguisher Used ••••••••••••••••••••
Fires Out on Arrival

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
TYPE OF BUILDING FIRE OCCURRED IN

Reinforced Concrete Buildings ••••••••••••••••••••••••••
Brick and Stone Buildings ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
Iron Clad Buildings ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
Stucco and Brick Veneer Buildings ••••••••••••••••••••••
Frame Buildings ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
Concrete Block Building ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
Buildings not classified above •••••••••••••••••••••••••
In Automobiles and Trucks ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
other taan build1nc tires ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

EXTENT OF FIRES IN 1960
ConfiDed to Point ot Origin ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
Confined to Room ot Origin •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
ConfiDed to Floor ot Origin •••• ~•••••••••••••••••••••••
Confined to Building •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
Extended to Adjo1ninc Buildina •••••••••••••••••••••••••

u

••••••402.5
••••• 51:42
•••••• 186

24
o
2
o
o

•••••• 200
••••• 6,)00
•••• 11.)50

11.5
JO
4
o
o
o
o
1
2
2
o
1
o
2
2

•••••••
•••••••
•••••••........
•••••••
•••••••
•••••••. .
•••••••
• ••••••
•••••••
•••••••

• If' ••••

••••••
••••••· .
••••••

••••.......
•••••••
•••••••
•••••••
•••••••
•••••••
•••••••
• ••••••
•••••••
•••••••
•••••••
•••••••
• ••••••
• ••••••

)
)
4
o
o
)
4

26
4)
e

14
29

1 • •••••• 0
16 • ••••••• 0

0 • •••••• 1
) • •••••• 0

64 ••••••• 11 ••••••• 0
1 ....... 2

29 ·...... )
90 ........ 15

190 ........ 24
6 • •••••• 0
1 •••••••• 0
1 ••••••• 1
1 ••••••• )



FIRE OJERATION REPORT
-continued-

VALUES AND LOSSES

Total Value ot Buildings •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• $
Total Value ot Contents •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
Total Value of all Property involved. by Fire •••••••••• $

Total Insurance on Buildings involved by Fire ••.•••••••$
Total Insurance on Contents involved by Fire ••••••••••
Total Insurance on Property involved by Fire •••••••••• $

Total Insurance Los. on Building •••••••••• _••••••••••• $
Total Insurance Loss on Contents ••••••••••••••••••••••
Total Insurance Loss tor Year 1960 •••••••••••••••••••• $

Total Loss Insured and Uninsured on Buildings •••••.••••$
Total Loss Insured and Uninsured on Contents ••••••••••
Total Loss Insured and Uninsured for Year 1960 •••••••• $

LOSS PER FIRE

1,.509,165.00
651,425.00

2,166.590.00

1,240,919.00.510,2.50.00
1,1.51,229.00

21.75).519.195.2136.948.78

28,785.96
11,45).9240,2)9.88

No Loas •••••••••••••.•.••••••.•••• «.............................. l1S
I.ess than. $ 5.00 •••••••••••••••••••.••••..•.•••••••••••••••••••••. 1
Less than $ 100.00 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 48
Less than.$ 500.00 II.............................................. 27
Less than $ 1,000.00 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 2
Lese than $ 5,000.00 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 12
I.,ess tharl__10,000.00 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 0
Over $ 10,000.00 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 0

PERSONS KILLED AND INJURED
DUE TO FIRE1960

Firemen killed during the Year ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 0
Firemen Injured during the Year •••••.••••••••••••••••••••••.••••• 8
Civilians Killed during the Year •••••••.••.••••••••••••••••••.•.• 0
Civilians Injured during the Year ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.•.• 3

SALVAGE WORK
At Fires •••••.•.•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.••••••.•••••••••
Salvage Covers used ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
Other Than Fire ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

15914
20228Salvage Covers used

COMPARISON LOSSES
••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

OF
Loss For 1959
L~ss For 1960 .......................................................................................

12

$ 176,254.39
$ 40,2)9.88



CATJSES
YEAR

OF FIRES
1960

Backfire th.rough carbura tor .
Boys campfire got out of control ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
Boxes in truck fell on L. P. Gas heater •••••••••••••••••••••••••••
Burner of stove turned on by small child •••••••••••••••••••••••••••
BurD1ng rubbish no }JeI'Dlit •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
Burning waste paper set fire to saw dust pile •••••••••••••••••••••
Cigarette ..•....•.........••.•...•... , .....••.....................•
Child put paper on hot stove •••••••••••••••••••.••••••••••••••••••
Children playing with cigarette lighter •••••• w ••••••••••••••••••••

Children playing with matches •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
Children using cigarette lighter for light ••••••••••••••••••••••••
Chimney burning out •.•..••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.•••••
Clothing fell on floor furnace ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
Clothing too close to space heater ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
Corn stalk fire out of control ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
Defective clothes dr,yer controls ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
Defective fireplace ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.•.••••
Defective insulation around smoke pipe •••••••• ~•••••••••••••••••••
Drapes accidently laid over toaster •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
Dust & Lint on top of furnace on fire •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
Dust clothe on hot motor caught tire ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
Emergency brake left on, set fire to grease on same •••••••••••••••
Flame from cuttting torch •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
Flare tipped over burning ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.••••••••••••
Flood.ed cax-burator ••....•..••••...••.......•......•...•..•.•....••
Fumes from wall tile adhesive ignited b.y pilot light ••••••••••••••
Gas caught tire in furnace jacket •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
Gas from broken pipe ignited by pilot light •••••••••••••••••••••••
Gasoline from punctured tank ignited by hot exhaust pipe ••••••••••
Gasoline tumes ignited by hot water heater pilot light ••••••••••••
Gasoline on hot motor from accident ••••••••••••••••••••• ,•••••••••
Glove left on space heater to dry caught on fire ••••••••••••••••••
Grease around emergency brake on tire •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
Heat tape on water pipes set fire to tloor of trailer •••••••••••••
Incendiary- •.••••....•••....•...••....•.•.•.••.•.•..•..••..•..•...•
Incinerator making smoke nuisance •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
Improper insulation around space heater •••••••••••••••••••••••.•••
Lightning ...•.•.••.......•.••...•....••.•.....••.••.••..••...••.••
Locomotive set tire to grass ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
Match supposed to be out thrown in waste paper basket •••••••••••••
Meat overheated in broiler ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
Overheated furnace from detective controls ••••••••••••••••••••••••
Overheated grain in dryer •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
Overheated grease in broiler ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
Overheated grease in pan on stove •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
Overheated oil on fire •••.••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
Paper napkin in heat register •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
Ra.pid oxidation of paint thinner on rag •••••••••••••••••••••••••••
Rele)..ndle ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
k1.:.bbtshfire causing neighborhood nuisance, put out •••••••••••••••
Short in wiring •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
Side arm water heater set fire to mop •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
S~~ks from incinerator •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
Srarks from rubhish fire ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
S~ ehining through glass set fire ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
tT~attended bonfire ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
Undetermined ••~•••••••••••••••••••••••• ~~ •••••••••••••••••••••••••
Unknown party burned cross in yard ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
Wicker clothes basket left on tor) of stove set tire by pilot light.
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PROPERTY
IN lEAR

OFlCIHD FIRE
1960

OCCURRED

AJlr&rt..nt buildi.ng. • ••••••••.•.• ~••••••.•••••••••••••••
Autamoailes and Trucks •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
Awning•
Canvass

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
cover e·e •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ~ •••••••••••

Ch.iJIrle7tire •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
Church Recto~ ••••.••••••••• lit •••••••••••••••••••••••••••

Cern Stalks ...............................................
De~nt S'tore •••••••••••••••••.•••••••••••••••••••••
Drive-In-Cate
Dwell.1nc

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

Electric Supply ••••••••••••••••••••••••.•••••••••••••••
Electric Transformer •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
Electric wires · .
Gasoline Gn street •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
Gasoline puIIlPS

Grain elevator
•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••· .

Grass. Leave., brush and Rubbi8h •••••••••••••••••••••••
Heavy Equipment Trailer ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
Hotel ••••••••••..••.•.•••.•••••••••••••••••••••••.•••••
lIiu.ee TraUer ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
,Loading dock & pile of lumber ••••••••••••••••••••••••••
MOtorQ7Cle •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
lev' b\lildinc' mat,e,rial. ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
Oil Road Flares •...........•...........•..............•
Old Folka Home •••••••••••••.••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
Old Railroad Sleeper Car ••••••••••••••••••••••••.•••••••
Old. RaUroad. '!'i.a •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.•••••••
Outhouse
Outhouse. coal abed.
Private Garage
Radio & Television Broadcasting Station •••••.• 'Il' t .,. •••••

Railroad car inspectors office

.•••.•.•.••..........•••.••........•.• ~ .
and Storage shed ••• ,••••. a.•• # •••••••·.,. ., .

.........................
Railroad Refrigerator car ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
Recreation parlor ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
Road flare .............................................
Roll of snow fence •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
Sawdust pile •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
Scrape ot lumber •••••••••••••••••••••••••••.•••••••••• ~
Shrubs on parking ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
Storage shecl •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
St.aw •••• 4 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

Theatre
Tree
WoodenFence
Vacant Building

.........................................................................................................~•...•....•..•..•.•............•.•......•
••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••14
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EMERGEllCY FIRST AID AND INJURIES TO CIVILIANS
Januar,y 19th,l960: 9:30AM 1322 Charleo Plaoe. Leslie Greenan age 1 daughter of Verne

Greenan, fell and bumped her head, she had passed out, Used E & J as inhalator
for about 10 minutes to administer oxygen. Dr Long arrived and Company
released. Baby had come to and appeared to be OK.

March 2Sth,1960: 11:01 AM 837-5th Street South East, Sherryl Aspland age 18 daughter
of C.E.Aspland overcome by fumes from furnace. Upon arrival found Snell's
Ambulance Service on the scene and they were adninistering o~gen. Before the
arrival of Snell's Ambulance it was learned that the brother, sister and mo~er
had been giving mouth to mouth resuscitation. Sherryl was taken to the Mercy
Hospital by Snellts Ambulance Service. (Recovered)

April 8th,1960: 1:41 PM 926 ...8th Street North East. Joan Pope age 21 was cleanj,ng
paint brushes with gasoline in the basement. Fumes from gasoline ignited by
the pilot light of the hot water heater. Joan received burns on her face and
legs. Burns were not bad enough to hospitalize her. Small fire in basement.

May 19th.1960: 11:49 PM. request from Fertile Fire Department and Highway Patrol
through the Sheriff's Office to bring portable generator and lighting equipment
to Bridge West of Fertile on Highway 19. Car wreck, driver and owner David
Mostrum of Iowa Falls, Iowa. Mostrum had already been taken to the Mercy Hosp...
ital in Mason City. Auto came to rest with front wheels in water, Needed
lighting equipnent to search for possible 2nd party. As soon as Mostrum was
able to be questioned, found that he was alone in auto.

June 9th,1960: 1:33 PM South edge of old brick and tUe pit west of 1657 Meadowbrook
Drive. Donald ~ Stump age 9 son of Virgil Stump of 1502 South Coolidge was
wading in pit with broth~r and another friend. Donald walked into deep hole.
'nle boys pointed out spot where Donald had disappeared. The water was too deep
at this spot for our probing poles, and the grass and weeds on the bottom
fouled up the drag hooks to the point where they were of no use. Skin divers
called, Tom Shima and Dick Schinnow present and used their skin diving equip...
mente Body found by Dick Schinnow.Boy pronounced dead by Dr Christopherson
Coroner. Body taken to Colonial Funeral Home.

August 24th,1960: 12:57 PM, 1516 North Hampshire Avenue, Homer P.Radcliffe age 42
son of Mrs Maude Radcliffe, had apparently had heart attack. Used resuscitator
for about 10 minutes, Dr Hunt arrived and pronounced Radcliffe dead.

August 31st,1960: 4:10 PM Front of 1204 North Federal Avenue. Motorcycle owned by
Robert Duckert hit by automobile driven by Fred Ratzlaff. Motorcycle caught
fire from spilled gasoline. Robert Duckert received 2nd and 3rd degree burns
on left leg and both hands. Taken to Park Hospital, treated and released.

October 6th,l960: 1:00AM 1207 South Rhode Island Avenue. Mrs Sam Ketchum age 7'
received slight burns on back and leg from fire in home, caused by clothing
falling on floor furnace. Burns slight, Mrs Ketchum didn't need hospital care.

October l7th,1960: 403 PM 321-2nd Street South West. Upon arrival found fire in sofa
in living roam 2nd floor apartment.Found Eugene R.Cooper occupant age 40 in
semi-ccnscious condition, used E & J Resuscitator as inhalator for about 15
minute9~ Snell's Ambulance took Eugene Cooper to Mercy Hospital where Dr.
Brush treated him for smoke inhalation. (Recovered.)

November 29th.1960: 1:25 PM Rice Lake at Joice, Iowa. Lowell Williams of 122-9th
Street North East and William Cameron 56 Cquntry Circle Mason Ci~,Ia. Stranded
on Rice Lake while duck hunting, when the high winds blew their boat against
ia3 in the middle of lake. They had broken one orr and the motor wouldn't
start. they appeared in good condition, their boat and themselves were brought
to shore by boat and motor taken to scene b,y Chief and 5 members of department.
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Nm·~ER OF ALARMS BY MONTH, DAY AND HOUR
FOR '!'HE YEAR1.960 III CITY

MONTH SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY TOTAL

JanWU7 •• s ..... 2 ...... 6 . . 6 . 4 ••••• 7 ••..4 •••••.•••

February ... 2 •• • •• 6 . 5 ••.•••• 4 ••••••• 2 ••.••• :3 .... 2 ••••••••• 24

March ...... 6 .... 10 ••• ••• 2 ••••••• 8 ••......:3 ..... 9 ...•2 •.•••.... 40

April ••••• 10 •• •• • 8 .••.•• ) . 2 .••.••. 6 .....8 •..• 6 •••.....•

~ .......•7 • • • • 1) ••• • • • :3 ••••••• 6 ••.•... 2 ••••• s .... 6 ......•..42

June ....... 4 .....1 • ••••• 4 •.••••• 5 ••••••• J ••... ? ...• 8 •••.•.••.

July ....... 6 ..... 3 . o . 6 ••..••• s . 5 ••.• 8 • ••••••••

August ••••.10 ...... 1 • ••••• 2 ••••••• 8 • • • • • • • 6 • •••• 1 ••• 12 • •••••••• 46

September •• 1 ....• 4 ••..•• 4 ••••••• 5 •.•••.••7 ••••• 4 •...s .
October •••• 7 •••• 11 •• •• • • s .......•2 •••••.• 4 ••••• 4 •••• 6 •.••••••.

November ••• s .... 11 • ••••• o •...... 9 .•...•.6 ••••• 1 .•.• 6 ••••••.••

December ... • .... 4

TOTAL ••••• 10 •••• 80 • •••• •• • • •• 61 • ••••• 55 •••• 62 • •• 76 ••••••••• 448

ALARMS BY HOUR
1959.******.****** A.M. *************** ***************** P.M. ****~**********

HOUR
12 .•

ALARMS
1••....................... 9

HOUR
12 - 1 · .

1 - 2 ••••••.•••••••••••••••••• 9 1 •.2 · .
2 •.J · . 2 •.) · . 41

· " . 6 J - 4 .....•.•.••...............
4 - 5 ......................... 4 4 5 •••••....•.•.•...•.•.....••

5 - 6 · . 5 6 · . 24

6 7 •.•••••••••••••.•••••••••• 7 6 7 •••••••••••••••••••.•••••• 22
7 8 •.••.•..••••••••••••••.•• 15 7 - 8 · . 24

8 ., 9 ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 14 8 •. 9 · . 19
9 - 10 .............. " . 28 9 - 10 .• ,. 1)

10 - 11 ........................ 10 - II ...........•.....•....... 14
11 - 12 ........................ 16 11 - 12 •••,••••........••....... 15
TOTAL ********A. M. *********** 144 TOTAL **********P. M. ***********

TOTAL ALARMS IN CITY

~



FIRE ALARM OFFICE

REPORT

FOR

YEARENDING. DECEMBER31,1960

*••***••••*••••••• ****.*••••••***•••••*•••********.******.*** ••*.********•••
ALARMS RECEIVED FM EACH EIGHT HOUR PERIOD

MONTH 8 AM to 4 PM 4 PM to 12 MID. 12 MID. to • AM

January ••••••• 13 · . 1.5 · . 6 ............
February •••••••16 •••••••••••••• 8 •..•..•...••...•• o ...........• 24
March .......... 24 • ••••••••••••• 10 · . 6 •••••••••••• 40

AprU • • • • • • • • • 20 · . 16 · - . 7 •••••••••••• 43
Ma.y ••••••••••• 17 · . 18 · . ? ••••.•.••••• 42
June .......... 18 · . 8 •••••.•....•••••• 6 ••••••••.••• 32

July .......... 14 · . 14 . . 5 ••••••.•••••

Augu8t •••..... 23 • ••••• « ••••••.• 19 · . 4 •••••••••••• 46
September • • • • • 16 · . 11 .•............... J •...•••••..• 30

October ••••••• 22 · . 12 · . 5 •••..••.•••• 39

November ...... 19 · . 16 · . ............
December ••• 24 ..... .. 20 "' .. ..... . . .... 4

TOTAL •••••••• 226 ••••••••••••• 161 · - . S5 ••••••••••.• 448

FIRE ALARM OPERATORS

Donald O.Martin Marvin C. Peterson Charles F. Swanson
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Jj

ALARMS FIRES AND LOSSES FOR

E A C H BATTALION BY MONTH
DECEl-IBER 3 1FOR YEAR ENDING

196 0
MONTH SECOND BATTALIONBATTALIONFIRST FIRES FIRE LOSSFIRE LOSS ALARMSFIRES

19 9 · .............• $ 5,155.10 JANUARY 15 ·................ 4 • •••••••••••••• $ 367.28·...~...............
13 ·................... 6 • ••••••• 4 •••••• 339.51 FEBRUARY 11 ·................ 2 ..........•...• 2,047021

19 ·................... 5 .•.............. 174.77 MARCH 21 ·................ 5 ·....~......... 114.20
18 ·......... ,.......... 9 ·.............. 135.07 APRIL 25 • ..•............• 17 ·..,........... 953.04
22 • • 0 ••••••••••••••••• 9 ·.............. 1,287.43 MAY 20 ••••••..••.•..•••10 ••••••••••••••• 4.295.19
15 ·.......... ,........ 8 ·.............. 1.451.78 JUNE 17 ·................ 6 ·.............. 7,109.17
15 • •••••••••••••••••• f!I 7 ·.............. ),578.40 JULY 18 • .••..•..•..•...• 11 • •••••••••••••• 617.16
25 · •................... 14 ·.............. 624.48 AUGUST 21 ·................ 8 ·.............. 124~04
15 ••..•..•...•••.....• 3 ·.............. 323.69 SEPTEl1BER 1~ • •••••••• fI ••••••• 4 ·.............. 673.43
16 ·................... 6 ..•....••...... 142.92 OCTOBER 23 • •• tI •••••••••••• 14 .•....•.•. ~.... 4.~h?62

24 ·.................. 20 ·............... 4,174.85 NOVEMBER 14 ·............... 6 ·.............. 1)8.60

-1...Q-!.! •••.••••. • ! ••• • • • • 10 ·.............. 715.00 DECEMBER 27 • !...!..!...U· ••••••••• 12 ·.....,........ 12~7.d"'_
221 ·................. 106 · ............•. $ 18.103.00 T 0 T A L 227 ·.............. 99 • ••••••••••••.• $ 22,1:)6.88

RECAPITULATION
FIRES

205
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ALARMS
448 FIRE LOSS

$ 4Or23~\88



DISTRICT FIPE REPORT
For the Y<:ar19GOOPER.\TION

________ ""':":'"ALARMS RECEIVED BY TELEPHONE
GA 3-2145 --

NOTIFIER FIRE or GA 3 FIRE
DISTRICT AM PM VERB. ALARM POLICE SPR. BOX GA 3-2146 3124 OVERFLOW TOTAL
Northwest••27••67•• 0 •••• 1 ·.... 12 ••• 0 • • 0 ·...... 4 ·..... 65 ·..... 12 • ••• 94
Northeast••34••81•• 0 • ••• 4 • •••• 10 ... 0 •• 0 • ••••• 6 ·...... 74 ...... 21 •••• 115
Southwest••51••81•• 6 • ••• 6 ·.... 17 ••• 3 • • 0 ...... 2 ·..... 84 • •••• 14 ·... 132
Southeast••32••75 •• 2 • ••• 0 ·.... 12 ••• 3 • • 0 , ..... 10 ·..... 60 ·.... 20 ·... 107
TOTAL ••••144 ••304••8 ••••11 ·.... 51 ... 6 • • 0 ·.... 22 ·.... 283 ·..... 67 ·... 448

VALUES AND LOSSES
BUILDINGS

DISTRICT TOTAl,
VALUE

INSURANCE
FOR

TOTAL
LOSS

Northwest •••••••••.••• $ 209,230.00 •••••••••$ 148,424.00 •••••••••••$ 10.969.77

Southeast ••••.••.••••
485,080.00
428 00.00

. .
4,177.61
7,468.36
6 10.22

Northeast ••••••.•.•••• 211,850.00 ••••••••• 178,975.00 •••••••••••
Southwest ••••••••••••• 552,560.00 •••••••••

•. •••••• e" ••

Total •••••••••••••••••$ 1.509,165.00 ••••••••$ 1.240,979.00 ••••••.••••$ 28,785.96

VALUES AND LOSSES
CONTENTS

DISTRICT TOTAL
VALUE

INSURANCE
CARRIED

TOTAL
LOSS

Northwest •••••••••••••$ 74,350.00 •••••••••$ 57,400.00 ••••••••••••$

.. ......
100,250.00
2 1 200.00

.. .

2,145.62
1,624.50
1,583.03
6.100.77

Northeast ••••••••••••• 121,300.00 ••••••••• 81,400.00 ••••••••••••
Southwest ••••••••••••• 153,750.00 •••••••••
Southeast ••••••••••••• ............
Total •••••••••••••••••$ 657,425.00 •••••••••$ 510.250.00 •••••.••••••$ 11,453.92

TOTALS FOR ALL DISTRICTS
TOTAL
Vt.LUE

$ 2,166,590.00

INSTJRANCE
CARli:I.iID

$ 1,751,229.00
19

TOTAL
LOSS

$ 40.2)9.88



•
ALARMS RECE!VED BY DISTRICTS

FIRE LOSS BY DISTRICTS

r-~~~~~-------------r--~-----~NORTHWEST
4.00 Square Miles

FOR THE
19 5 9

Alal'ms ••••.•..•.•.••••••••••
Fires ...••••••.••.•...•.••.• 42
Valuation ••.•..•• $ 283,580.00
Insurance ••.••••• $ 205,824.00
Loss ••••••••••••• $ 13,115.39

,'-!_I

YEAR

NORTHEAST
2.35 Sq. Miles
Alarms •..•...•.• I- • • • • • • •• 115
Fires •.•••.•••.••.....•• 51
Valuation ••••••• 333,150.00
Insurance ••••••• 260,375.00
Loss •••.••..•.•• ~ 5,802.11

...

SOUTHWEST
3.75 Square Miles

~

D u-I
~ ;'t
E

~~

~

Alarm.s ••.•.•.•.•..•••..•.•.••• 132
Fires .,.................... 68
Valu~tion ••••..•• $ 706,310.00
Insurance •••••••• $ 585,330.00
10s8 ••••••••••.•• $ 9,051.39

20

SOUTHEAST
.2.30 Square Miles

Alarm.s •.••...•.••..•••.••.•.•. 107
Fires ................•......... 44
Valuation •••••••• $ 843.550.00
Insurance •••••••• $ 699,700.00
Loss ••••••.•••••• -$ '?2?0.99

""-

\.
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TREND OF FIRE LOSSES 19.51 TO 1960
TEN YEAR AVERAGE

**************************.******************************************************************~****.*.********************
NmmER NUMBER AMOUNT OF AMOUNT OF AMOUNT AMOUNT OF FIRE LOSS AVERAGE

YEAR OF OF PROPERTY INSURANCE INSURANCE FIRE PER LOSS PER
ALARMS FIRFS THREATENED ON PROPERTY LOSS LOSS CAPITA FIRE

******************.*.***.**************************************.************** ••• ************~****************************
1951 • • 39.5 ...... 167 ••••••$ 2.366.909.00 ••••$ 1,816,092.00 ••••$ 12,77.5.94 •••••$ 1),646.)8 •••$ .491 .•..• $ 81.12
1952 • • 416 •• •• • • 23) •••••• .5,047,0)0.22 •••• 3.651,66.5.28 "... 19,.577.)1 ..... 9.5,861.12 ... 3.397 • •••• 407.99

• 1953 435 ...... 24.5 ·..... 4,101,975.69 ·... 3.46.5,427.69 ·... 42,238.38 ..... 44,13).90 • •• 1 •.577 • •••• 180.14
1954 •• 413 •• • •• • 194 •••••• 3,568,939.90 ·... 2,884,885.00 ..... 131,.578.18 ••••• 13),095.)) • •• 4,756 ..... 686.05
19.55 •• )87 •••••• 206 • ••••• 4.8)9,877.92 •••• ),626,345.)6 ·... 40,496.14 • •••• 4),747.64 ••• 1.56 • •••• 212.37
1956 • • 394 .,,, .... 195 • ••••• ),284,143.83 •••• 2,9)5,).51.00 • ••• 55,(6).28 • •••• 66,497.87 ••• 2.412 • •••• )41.01
1957 e. )28 •••• • • 141 ...... 2,419,741.16 2,0)7,4)2.)9 • ••• 49,735.11 ••••• .5),792.97 • ••• 1.92 • •••• 381.51
1958 429 •••••• 181 • ••••• 6,.59.5,559.90 •••• .5.971,760.1) ·... 94,029.08 ••••• 109.070.98 ••• ).90 • •••• 602.60
1.9.59t. 474 ...... 183 • ••••• 2.113.)70.76 .... 1,6.57.812•.50 • ••• 1.57,82.5.13• •••• 176,254.)9 ••• 6.264 • •••• 963.14
1960 •• 448 ...... 20.5 • ••••• 2,166,.590.00 ·... 1,7.51,229.00 .... )6.948.78 • •••• 40,2)9.88 ••• 1.313 ..... 196.29TEN
YEAR
AVERAGE 412 ........ 19.5 •••••• ),6.50,413.84 ·... 2.979.800.04 •••• 70,096.7) ••••• 77,634.0.5 ••• 2.7.59 405.22• ••••

*************************************************************************************************************************
21
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YEAR

1927
1928
192 9

:~
'",', ... ·x: .. ::

1 9 :3 0
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I
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oc.•~ , .. ,
I I 1

'r 'I I I

1 9 S 4 ~.:-:,,~'::::-~;:f.:(~::t~:?~:~~~-:::;":':::~~.>::::~~~;:;~~:.*:.::;~:~:~*.~:~~~~~~1~':(:~'::;:.{~::~~~:::o/.~!:~:}~~::P.l~~i:~;~~~..•.~;:.~~~.:~:~~.

:ci~~~;~:~~~~~~;~~;~;~;~:;~~;.~~~~~~~~~!:~.;;;~~~~~t;;:~:~~;':.,:::~~~~::.~:;::::::~:;::.~:~~;:",.~:~~~~~..~~~.~~~.,~:~I

I

• Top line each year indicates alarms
• Bottom line each year indica tee fires
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POLICE DEPARTMENT COOPERA TION AT ::;ITYALARMS
YEAR 1960

TOTAL ALARMS
POLICE
PRESENT

TOTAL NUMBER
OF POLICE
AT ALARMS

TOTAL ALARMS
NO POLICE

PRESENT
MONTH TOTAL NUMBER

OF
ALARMS

28 .6 ••.••...•.•••.....•••.• 3534JANUARY ••••••.••••••••••• . .
23 · . 2324 1FEBRUARY •• · .· ................

16 24 · . 2740lo!r\.RCH •••••••••••••••••••• · .· .
APP.IT.. ·......... .......... 43 ·..... ............... 12 ·...................... 31 ·................... ..... . 34-

J.vJAY ..·................... 42 ·........... ......... 6 ·...................... 36 ·................. ........ 42
257 3032 · .· .· .
267 · . 3133JULY · ......................

46 · . 4110 ......................•AUGUST •••••••••.•
25SEPTEMBER ••• 30 5 •.••...•.•••.•••••..••• · . 27· ..............

OCTOBER 39 12 27 · . 30· . · .
38NeV~ER ••••••••••••••••• 7 ••••••••••••••.••••..•• 31 · .

DECEl{BER •.••••••••••••••• 47 14 ............•.......... 33 ...•...................... 40· .
.3Q..5 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••448 394TOTAL 103 •..· . . .· .

23
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ALARK'l UI~lil~!~111i!1~ ~ g!~ ~t~1
r
-'-'~:?i~::~-:'rr:"=1~r I 1'1='- --I

Apartments. Rooming & j~ I 4 i 1 1 110 5 I 6 41 ) I 5 I 6 9 60 i
.-}-~ng '!~~~.!...!I~tels_,_v+-_L __ ~. j I Ii' f----"!; 2. NON-~JJ?ENTIAL ASSEMBLYI! I i II '

Ottice BUJ.ld~s t Theatres. ib : I! I I
Churches, Hosp1.tals. ~ I 0 ! 0 0 I 111 I 11 1 0 I 0 0 0 4

._~_~titutionst Schools ,_ a t' i -+- I
s, MERCANTILE H I I 1 I "

Retail&: Wholesale Trade, ii i I I
Restaurants. Bars, Repair :p \' 0 I 2 0 11 I 1 2 0 O! 0 0 0 I 6
Shops t Filling Stations. I, I t

Public Garages ti 1 i i----4. '-ifA-NUF.-iCTURING -lr--r ; I -+----+---+--+,-+t---
Factoriee.Breweries,CanneriesJ t I
Bakeries. Laundries, Printing,:~ 0 ',0 0 0 0 0 I 0 0,' 0 0 I 0 0 I
Other Mfg. &:Processing ,I I ,~-w.-~~=~·~:-~s.-l-1;10 O;I~f"-~j-:0 --0"'-

Power Plants, Pumping and ;P 0 i 0 0 0 . 0 0 0 1 0 0 0

Garages &:Barns ; I I 0 I-~-8::~~G~~~~~~-MO-P-~~.I0; 0 : 2 ~ 1 -5:j
--

9. ALL I I IAuto, Boats, Lumber II . I l&. I~~IY~sm=~C~·~f--r2-t,t.!.2--¥ '-i--~_1...>--6t~~-61 ,

IH MALICIOUSLYFALSE~LARMS ,p j 1 ! ~ 0 0 t 0 I 0 i 0 0 I 0 I~~ ~_I~I~.SMOKESCARESHONEST -r-!! -r-r- J -r,
:f~':~~12cin.~F~IRSiiL~~tOcATIONS_l_r ~~ __ 7J41 21 8 ~l~ll16 ~j
&! T AID, ACCIDENTS, ~ t ;l~' I I3J~~T~ AND f2 6 j19 12 16! 1413116 16 10 11 9 ,11581

1). NUMBER-Oi-ALARMS '!l I --' - ~!
OUTSIDEOF CITY l~ 12 I 0 6 1 4 2 8 1!' 6, 5 ) 4) Ii

These Figures Do Not Show +-+ I I t'
in C_~l~~_l ~ __12 Inc1us~~_~ ! ,I_ _1._ •..__ I __,_ _I
14. TOTALNUMBEROF ALARMS ihl :;t: r I I

_ Col~s 1 to 1) Inclusive !l~ I 2~ 49 4) )6)5 54 )114514) ,50f' 49~.1
15. DEATHAMONG !i/o' -+- I . 0 ' ! ~

_ ,F.!BEME~~~ CIVILIANS ~ I 0 i 02~~ 0 0 I I 0 0 0 f O .~_L_~.J



TOWNSHIP ALAm1S
IN OUR T!':RRITORY

Mason TO'Wnship •••••••.•••••.••••••••••••••••• 30
South half of Limecreek Township •••..•••••••• 6

TOWNSHIP ALARMS NOT IN OUR
TERRITORY & MUTUAL AID CALLS

Assist Manly Fire Department ••••••• ~......... 1
Lake Township, Assist Clear Lake Fire Dept.... 2
Assist Fertile Fire Department ••••••••••••••• 1
Assist Hanlontown Fire Department •••••••••••• 1
Assist Joice -Fire Department ••••'•••" ••••• •••• 1
Assist Sheriff's Office, in search for missing
lady around the Nora Springs area ••••••••••.• 1
Total Alarms Responded to Out of City ......... 43

APPOINTMENTS
August 16,1960. James E. Johnson appointed from the April 27,1968 Civil

Service list, James E. Johnson was 24 years of age, Married
and lives at 1212 South Rhode Island Avenue, Previously
employed as truck driver.

November 16,1960. Charles H. Shill appointed from the October 20,1960 Civil
Service list, he is 6 foot tall and weighs 210 pounds, 26
years of age, married and lives at 124 North Jefferson Ave.
Was previously employed as an electrician.

RESIGNED
September 20,1960. Richard L.Pearson assigned as Fire Alarm Operator at

Headquarters Station with the Rank of Fireman First Class.
First appointed November 1,1951, Resigned February 16,1953.
Rehired as Temporary Fireman May 1,1953, because of depleted
Civil Service List. Appointed Probationary Fireman August
Ist,1953 from new Civil Service List.

DEATHS
August 2,1960. 7:55 AM Bureau Superintendent Vern E.Sweeney passed away at

his home while on sick leave. He went on siok leave March 11,
1960. Vern E.Sweeney was born November 14,1886. He was
appointed to the Fire Department October 5,1920. On March 31,
1933 he was placed on disability pension, September 1,1937
the Fire Prevention Bureau was formed and Vern E.Sweeney
was called back to take charge of the Bureau. He was in
charge of the Bureau at the time of his death. He had served
a total time of 35 Years 1 Month and 28 days.

PROMOTIONS
April 1,1960. Robert P.Lofing was promoted from Fireman Third Class to

Fireman Second Class with the examination grade of 9~.
August 16,1960. Fireman First Class Harold R. Marsh was promoted to

Lieutenant, to fill the vacancy created by the transfer of
Lieutenant Holt into the Fire Prevention Bureau. He was
taken from the April 20,1959 list.

August 16,1960. Captain Harold E.Schurtz was promoted to Superintendent of
the Fire Prevention Bureau due to the Death of Superintend-
ent Vern E.Sweeney. He was taken from the April 20,1959 list.
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Nm EQUIPME~7T
Two complete AQUA LUNG skin divir.g outfitR have been purchased and training
will start this spring under the direction of the skin divers club. Some
minor training has alre~ been done at the Y. M. C. A. pool. The training
and use of the equipment is strict~ on a volunteer basis. At present there
are 8 members who wish to take this training. Some trouble was encountered
in the acquiring of this equipment, there were del~s and back orders, we
didn't receive one complete outfit until after cold weather.

3 new and improved 3 way radios were received and installed on the Chief's
Car, Salvage #1 and Quad. #1. They replaced the old equipment on these
three pieces of equipment.

Two pocket size Transistor Receiving sets with case and lapel speakers, with
operating frequency in Kansas City of 154130, were placed in the Chief's Car
and Fire Prevention Bureau Car. These will be carried with the Chief and
Inspectors when they leave their car. With these two receiving sets the Chief
and the Inspectors will be in constan·t touch with the Department at all times.

Two 1 1/2" #715 R.C.P. Imperial Nozzles were received and Lssued to the
first apparatus out. The Imperial discharges the same gallonage in straight
stream, narrow or wide fog patterns. This means no fluctuating pump pressure,
no varying nozzle and back pressures, it can be used with foam or wet water
without changing nozzles or shutting down.

One 2 1/2" #114.5 Imperial Nozzle, Called the Black Widow, This nozzle puts
out a constant gallonage, the 1145 puts out 500 Gallons Per Minute in all
settings, can be set at any time without shutting down, is easy to turn at
any pressure, ends pressure surge which means no varying nozzle pressure,
is helpful in Aerial Ladder pipe work for it eliminates ladder sway and adds
greatly to the safety of the operator." Positive stream positioning by feel
or sight, clicks into straight stream, narrow or wide fog settings.

All new beds were bought and' put in the dormitory at Headquarters Station.
these are a hospital tyPe bed, of round tubular construction with 3" ball
bearing castors with locks." The springs have a three row coil support spring
in the center and the mattresses are interspring.

A 7 1/2 K.W. generator was purchased from the State Agency for Surplus
Property at Des MOines, Iowa •.This generator can be connected to the electrical
system at Station #2 to furnish standby power to this Station in eases of
disaster or emergencies.

• 1 1/2 K W generator was purchased from the State Agency for Surplus
Property, at Des Moines, Iowa. This generator is housed at the Red Cross
Garage and will be used to furnish standby power for the Amateur Radio
Operators (Ham Operators) in cases of emergencies and disasters.
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RECOMMENDATIONS
1960

The Central Fire Station has become very crowded and due to the one
way traffic, often this street is so crowded with cars that considerable
time is lost by the fire trucks clearing the Station for alarms. Also the
National Board of Fire Underwriters have, for a long time, r,ecommended that
a Fire Station be located in the North part of Mason City. In talking to
representatives of the National Board they seem to teel that if our Central
Station were moved north to about fifth or sixth and North Federal Avenue,
this would relieve the necessity for a north fire station at the present
and until there was greater expansion of the City to the North and East.
In view of this fact, I would recommend that immediate steps be taken to
replace our Central Fire Station with a new and modern station in the
vicinity of fifth or sixth and North Federal Avenue. If this can not be
done this year I would like to recommend an alternative plan of building
to the south of the present central station and creating an extra two
doors to open into Enterprise Alley to relieve the orowded oonditions in
the main part of the station and allow us to get our reserve equipnent
out of the station without having to run the other equipment into the
street to do so. Also, the kitchen and dining area should be moved from
the present location at the rear of the first floor to the rear of the
second floor to make more apparatus floor room.

Engine No. J the reserve pumper, is now 22 years old and is not in
good mechanical condition. In the 1960 service test this piece of equipment
did not meet the service test requirements. Salvage # 1 pumper is now 12
years old and has been one of the first assignment engines all this time.
It has been the"Work Horse" of the department and is reaching a condition
where it should be pat in reserve and replaced. I strongly recommend
purchase of a new pumper to replace Salvage No. 1 and disposing of Engine
No. 3 and the placing of Salvage No. 1 in reserve. This should be done this
year and as soon as possible.

In conclusion, I take this opportunity to extend my hearty
appreciation to you and the members of the City Council for their loyal
support in all Fire Department matters, for without this support the
efficiency of the Department could not have been maintained.

It affords me great pleasure to commend to you the officers and
members of the Fire Department and the Fire Prevention Bureau for the
faithful and efficient manner in which they have discharged their duties.

I also take this opportunity to express my thanks to all other C1 ty
Departments for their good will and cooperation during the year.

To the Globe Gazette, radio stations, and television station, I
extend ~ sincere thanks and appreciation for their commendatory and
impartial reports and articles relating to the work performed by this
department.

Respectfully Submitted,

A~z:!ld~
Mason City Fire Department.
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