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Honorable George E. MendonMayor,
City Hall,
MasonCity •Iowa.

Sir;

Februar,y 9th,l962

I have the honor herewith to submit to you the YEARLYREPORT
OFTHEFIREDEPARTMENTfor the year ending, December31st. 1961.
This being ~ eleventh and the fitty-second yearly report of the
paid tire department ot the City ot MasonCity. Iowa.

This is also the seventeenth yearly report atter changing
back to the Mayor-Council form of City Government.

This report will showas far as possible the record of operations,
alarmst valuations, insurance and losses on tires that were responded to
by this department during the year. The data herein contained
ie almost entirely within the corporate limits of the City,
however township alarms and mutual agreement call will appear from time
to time in this report. Also ~ recommendationstor the betterment
and improvementof the Department and fire service and the increasing
ot its efticiency.

Anyinformation pertaining to the Department desired by you
and not contained herein, will be supplied to you on request.

This report should be in your otfice at the end of the yedo, but due
to the amountof time needed by the Insurance Adjusters to adjust and
return a tire claim this report usually runs a little late. All insured
losses herein are the true adjusted losses as received from the Insurance
Adjusters, no estimated losses are used for Department Records.

Respectfully submitted,

A.BoydArnold,
Chief of Fire Department,
MasonCity, Iowa.



PERSONNEL OF THE FIRE DEPARTMENT
YEAR ENDING, DECEMBER 31, 1961

Chief of Depattment ••••••••••••••••••••• 1
Superintendent of Fire Prevention Bureau.. 1
Captain of Fire Department •••••••••••••• 2
Lieutenant ot Fire Department ••••••••••• 7
Clerk of Fire Department •••••••••••••••• 1
Firemen First Class ••••••••••••••••••••• 25
Firemen Second Class •••••••••••••••••••• 2
Firemen Third Class ••••••••••••••••••••• 0
Probationar,y Firemen •••••••••••••••••••• •

Total all grades •••••••••••••••••••••••• 39

Of the above Personnel, the following
special assignments are made

Fire Alarm Operator. Firemen First Class ••••,
Drillmaster, Fire Inspector, Lieutenant ••••1
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NAME & RANK DATE OF APPOINTMENT
CHIEF

Arnold, A. Boyd •••.••••••••July 1.1928 ••••••••••••June 4,1951

TO RANK

SUPERINTENDENT OF FIRE PREVENTION BUREAU
Schurtz, Harold E •••••••••• September 1,1939 ••••••••••••August 16.1960

CAPTAINS
Pierce, Clifford J•••••••• ~May
Cunninghaln.John K. ••••••••January

18,1928
20,1931

LIEUTENANTS
Hesse, Frank A••••••••••••• August
Lauer, Vincent A ••••••••••• Apri1
Rice. Louis V. Jr•••••••••• January
McDougle, Dwaine O••••••••• July
Blunt, Richard R••••••.••.•'.•.•March
Holt. John H••••••••••••••• July
Marsh. Harold R•••••••••••• October

1,1930
16,1946

1,1947
19,1946
20,1948
18,1946
23,1953

••••••••••••June 16,1944
••••••••••••February 2,1952

••~•••••••••September 1,1939
••••••••••••July 1,1954
••••••••••••November 1,1954
••••••••••••February 1.1956
••••••••••~.February 1,1958
•••~••••••••February 1,1959
••••••••••••August 16,1960

CLERK OF FIRE DEPARTMENT
Waller, Ray D•••••••••••••• January 10,1940 ••••••••••••August

FIREMAN FIRST CLASS
Arnold, Lynn A ••••••••••••• August 1,1935
Hesse, Alfred B•••••••••••• April 13,1936
Powers, Leo M•••••••••••••• December 1,1936
Carroll, Jesse J••••••••••• September 1,1939
Gardinier. Lyle E •••••••••• September 1,1939
Fritz, Elmer J••••••••••••• September 1,1939
Berry. walter M •••••••••••• April 16,1946
Cunningham, Warren H••••••• Apri1 16,1946
Doaen, Mike M•••••••••••••• April 16.1946
Allen, Dan N••••••••••••••• November 19,1946
Bender, John H ••••••••••••• June 1,1951
Gerdes, Marvin R•.••••••••••July 16,1951
Luecht. Ralph R •••••••••••• NoveMber 1,1951
Briscoe, Bernard B••••••••• August 1,1952
Martin, Donald O••••••••••• December 1,1952
Peterson, Marvin C••••••••• November 16.1953
Swanson, Charles F••••••••• November 1,1954
Dietz, Victor H•••••••••••• December 11,1954
Hickey, James J•••••••••••• June 16,1955
Moore. Lowell H•••••••••••• October 1,1955
Madden, Thomas O••••••••••• January 1,1956
Van Horn, Ronald C•••••••.••February 1,1956
Halvorson, Arlo D•••••••••• June 1,1956
Wedmore, Donald E •••••••••• March 16,1957
tofing, Robert P••••••••••• April 1,1959

FlREMlN SECOND CLASS
Johnson, James E ••••••••••• August 16,1960
Shill, Charles H ••••••••••• November 16,1960

••••••••••••September16J1938
••••••••••••May 16,1939
••••••••••••February 16,1940
•••••••••••,September 1,1942
••••••••••••September 1,1942
•••••••••••~Februar,y 1,1943
•••.••••••••Apri1 16~1946
••••••••••••December 26,1947
••••••••••••March 8,1948
•••••••••••• May 18,1949
••••••••••••June 1,1953
••••••••••••July 16,1953
••••••••••••November 1,1953
••••••••••••August 1,1954
••••••••••••December 1.1954
••••••••••••November 16,1955
••••••••••••November 1,1956
••••••••••••December 11,1956
••••••••••••June 16,1957
••••••••••••October 1,1957
~ •••••••••••January 1,1958
••••••••••~.Februar,y 1,1958
••••••••••••June 1,1958
••••••••••••March 16,1959
••••••••••••April 1,1961

••••••••••••August 16,1961
••••••••••••November 16,1961

SPECIAL ASSIGNMENTS
Martin, Donald O••••••••••• Fire Alarm Operator ••••••••~.September29,1960
Peterson, Marvin C••••••••• Fire Alarm Operator ••••••••••August 31,1954
Swanson, Charles F••••••••• Fire Alarm Operator ••••••••••July 22,1959
Holt, John H ••••••••••••••• Fire Inspector & Drillmaster••August 1,1960
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FIRE DEPARTMENT ROSTER
YEAR - 1961

NAME & TITLE
CHIEF

ADDRESS TELEPHONE HUMBER
A.Boyd Arnold ••••••••••••••••• 20l5-South Jeffersen Avenue •••• GArden 4-2036

SUPERINTENDENT OF FIRE PREVENTION BUREAU
Harold E.Schurtz ••••••••~••••• 25l4-South Federal Avenue •••••• GA

CAPl'AINS
Clifford J. Pierce •••••••••••• 2J4-6tb Street South East •••••• GA
John K. Cunningham •••••••••••• 670-9th Street South East •••••• GA

LIEUTENANTS
Frank A.Hesse ••••••••••••••••• 1320-South Pennsylvania Avenue. GA
Vincent A.Lauer ••••••••••••••• 201-South Virginia Avenue •••••• GA
Louie V.Rice,Jr ••••••••••••••• B15-South Connecticut Avenue ••• GA
Dwaine O. McDouele ~••••••••••• 26.Clover Lane ••••••••••••••••• GA
Richard R.Blunt •••••••• ;,•••••• 8tl-South Carolina Place ••••••• GA
John H. Holt •••••••••••••••••• 27l5~outh Jefferson Avenue •••• GA
Harold R.Marsh •••••••••••••••• 943.l4th Street South East ••••• GA

CLERK OF FIRE DEPARTt~Nt
Ray D.Waller ••••••••••••••••• , 827-9th Street North East •••••• GA

FIREMAN FIRST CLASS
Lynn A.Arnold ••••••••••••••••• 213-5th Street North West •••••• GA
Alfred B.Hesse ••••••••••••• H. 221-3rd Street North West •••••• GA
Leo M. Powers ••••••••••••••••• l504-South Kentucky Avenue ••••• GA.
Jesse J. Carroll •••••••••••••• 1652-Hillcrest Drive ••••••••••• GA
Lyle E.Gardinier •••••••••••••• llJ-23rd Street South West ••••• GA
Elmer J. Fritz ••••••,••••••••• 109-l5th Street North West ••••• GA
Walter M. Berry ••••••••••••••• l5-l9th Street South East •••••• GA
Warren H.Cunningham ••••••••••• 705-9th Street North West •••••• GA
Mike M. Dosen ••••••••••••••••• 648-South Polk Place ••••••••••• GA
Dan N. Allen •••••••••••••••••• 2020-South Grover Avenue ••••••• GA
John H. Bender •••••••••••••••• 237-7th Street South East •••••• GA
Marvin R.Gerdes ••••••••••••••• l425-North Adams Avenue •••••••• GA
Ralph R.Luecht •••••••••••••••• 1442 North Jefferson Avenue •••• GA
Bernafd B.Briscoe ••••••••••••• 939-l5th Street North East ••••• GA
Donald O. Martin •••••••••••••• 665-15th Street South East ••••• GA
Marvin C. Peterson .•.•••••••••••l213-6th Street South West •••.••GA
Charles F.Swanson ••••••••••••• 1050••6th Street South West ••••• GA
Victor H. Dietz ••••••••••••••• 215-North Hampshire Avenue ••••• GA
James J. Hickey ••••••••••••••• 128-26th Street South West ••••• GA
Lowell H. Moore ••••••••••••••• l204-South Rhode Island Avenue. Ga
Thomas O. Madden •••••••••••••• 9l5-North Jefferson Avenue ••••• GA
Ronald C. Van Horn •••••••••••• 4l4-24th Street South \iest ••••• GA
Arlo D. Halvorson ••••••••••••• 49-Sunny Circle _••••••••••••••• GA
Donald E~Wedmore ••••,••••••••• 120-llth Street South West ••••• GA
Robert P. Lofing ••.& •••••••••••• l408-North Pennsylvania Ave •••• GA

FIREMAN SECOND CLASS
James B. Johnson •••••••••••••• 940-l3th Street South East ••••• GA
Charles H. Shill •••••••••••••• 849-3rd Street South East •••••• GA

3••6090

3-6528
3-7914

4.•1405
3-0218
3-84954,-')820
3-6907
3-7275
3-3502

3-8160

3-1447
3-2916
4-1224
4-1443
3-2804
4-13913-4881
3-4179
3-3708
3-9366
3-5239
3-7269
4-3966
3-3423
3-27773-4281
4-1407
4-1503
3-2430
3-2905
3-30244-4014
4-2079
3-37814-)061

3-7252,••2558



MASON CITY FIRE DEPARTMENT PERSONAL SERVICE TO DECEMBE~ 31st, 1961
RANK NAME DATE OF ENTRY -TOTAL SERVICE TO DECEMBER 31st. 1961
CHIEF A.Boyd Arnold July 1st ,1928 33 Years 6 Months 0 days

SUPT. OF FIRE PREVENT. Harold E.Schurtz September Ist,1939 22 It 4 " 0 It

CAPTAIN Clifford J. Pierce l.fay 18th,1928 33 It 7 •• 13 "CAPTAIN John K.Cunningham January 20th,1931 30 It 11 It 11 It

LIEUTENANT Frank A.Hesse August Ist,1930 31 It 5 " 0 ••LIEUTENANT Vincent A .•Lauer April l6th,l946 15 It 8 " 15 It

LIEUTENANT Louis V.Rice,Jr. January Ist,1947 15 It 0 It 0 II

LIEUTENANT Dwaine O. McDougle July 19th,1946 15 " 5 It 12 "LIEUTENANT Richard R. Blunt March 20th,1948 1) It 9 " 11 "LIEUTENANT John H. Holt July 18th,1946 15 " 5 " 13 ••LIEUTENANT Harold R. Marsh October 23rd,1953 8 " 2 " 8 It

CLERK OF FIRE DEPART. Ray D.Wal1er January 10th,1940 21 It 11 It 21 "
FIREMAN FIRST CLASS Lynn A.Arnold August Ist,1935 26 It 5 " 0 "FIREMAN FIRST CLASS Alfred B. Hesse April 13th,1936 25 " 8 It 18 ••FIREMAN FIRST CLASS Leo M. Powers December Ist,1936 25 " 1 •• 0 ••FIREMAN FIRST CLASS Jesse J. Carroll September Ist,1939 22 " 4 It 0 It

FIREMAN FIRST CLASS ~le E.Gardinier September lst.19J9 22 tt 4 It 0 II

FIREMAN FIRST CLASS Elmer J.Fritz September Ist,1939 22 It 4 " 0 It

FIREMAN FIRST CLASS Wal ter M. Berry April 16th,l946 15 It 8 It 15 "FIREMAN FIRST CLASS Warren H. Cunningham April 16th,1946 15 It 8 It 15 II

FIREMAN FIRST CLASS Mike M. Dosen April 16th,1946 15 II 8 " 15 "FIREMAN FIRST CLASS Dan N. Allen November 19th,l946 15 It 1 " 12 It

FIREMAN FIRST CLASS John H. Bender June 1st,1951 10 " 7 " 0 "FIREMAN FIRST CLASS Marvin R.Gerdes July 16th,1951 10 It 5 " 15 It

FIREMAN FIRST CLASS RalJilR. Luecht November 1st,1951 10 " 2 II 0 II

FIREMAN FIRST CLASS Bernard B. Briscoe August 1st,1952 9 " 5 It 0 II

FIREMAN FIRST CLASS Donald O. Martin December lst,1952 9 It 1 " 0 II

FIREMAN FIRST CLASS Marvin C. Peterson November l6th,195J 8 " 1 " 15 It

FIREMAN FIRST CLASS Charles F. Swanson November lst,1954 7 " 2 " 0 It

FIREMAN FIRST CLASS Victor H. Dietz December 11th,1954 7 It 0 It 20 "FIREMAN FIRST CLASS James J. Hickey June 16th,1955 6 It 6 " 15 ItFIREMAN FIRST CLASS Lowell H. Moore October lst,1955 6 It 3 •• 0 ItFIREMAN FIRST CLASS Thomas O.•Madden January Ist,1956 6 II 0 It 0 tfFIREMAN FIRST CLASS Ronald C. VanHorn February Ist,1956 5 " 11 It • It

4
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PERSONAL SERVICE TO DECEMBER 31st,
continued
DATE OF ENTRY

1961
RANK NAME TOTAL SERVICE TO DECEMBER 31st,1921
FIREMAN FIRST CLASS
FIREMAN FIRST CLASS
FIREMAN FIRST CLASS

Arlo D. Halvorson
Donald E. Wedmore
Robert P. Lofing

June 1st ,1956
March 16th ,1957
April 1st ,1959

5 Years 7 Months 0 Days
4 It 9 n 15"
2 n 9 no"

FIREMAN SECOND CLASS
FIREMAN SECOND CLASS

James E. Johnson
Charles H.Shi11

AUIUSt 16th,1960
November 16th,1960

1
1

II

It
4
1

••
• "

"
AVERAGE YEARS EXPERIENCE FOR MEMBERS
AVERAGE AGE OF MEMBERS 40 YEARS

15 :tEARS

MEMBERSHIP ON PENSION AND RETIREMENT LIST
DATE OF PENSION
OR.RETIREMENT

RANK HELD AT NAME
TIME OF RETIREMENT

AMOUNT OF PERSION PER MONTH

February 18th, 1943 Lieutenant Earl W. Barker $ 80.00 Per Month
March 1st, 1943 Fireman First Class August C. May $ 75.00 " "
December 4th, 1943 Chief Daniel H. Shire $135.00 " n

Au.gust 1st, 1950 Fireman First Class Leo D. King $116.25 If II

February 1st, 1952 Captain Thomas M. Keenan $141.25 It "
June 1st, 1952 Widow of Fireman First Class Mrs Raymond Goudreau $ 75.00 n ••
October 27th, 1953 Fireman First Class Douglas C. Fields $150.00 n "
August 1st, 1954- Widow of Lieutenant Mrs Fred E. Moore $135.78 " "October 1st, 1954- Fireman First Class William P.MoGrath $131.51 It "October 1st, 1954- Lieutenant Marvin A.Lauen $1.35.84 " "
October 1st, 1954- Lieutenant Martin J.Faktor,Jr. $160,00 " I'

January 30th, 1956 Lieutenant Harold H.Hutchison $177.50 n "
August 1st, 1961 Fireman First Class Fredrick O. Gre1k $166.00 n "
September 1st, 1956 Widow of Chief Mrs James Kelley $ 98.75 n "
March 1st, 1958 Widow of Lieutenant Mrs Lester I. Dutcher $ 75.0g " "
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l1ASON CITY FiRE DEPAR'2}fENT
George E. Mendon

Mayor
A. Boyd Arnold

Chief of Department

Harold E.Schurtz
Supt. of Fire Prevention Bureau

John H. Holt
Drillmaster & Inspector

Ray D. Waller
Clerk of Fire Department

FIRE ALARM OPERATORS
Donald O. Martin Marvin C. Peterson Charles F.Swanson

HEADQUARTERS
FIRST BATTALION SECOND BATTALION

SALVAGE Co. No.1
Louis V.Rice,Jr •••••••••••••••• Lieutenant •••••••••••••• Richard R.Blunt
Victor H••Dietz •••••••••••••••••• Driver •••••••••••••••• James J. Hickey
Robert P.Lofing •••••••••••••••• Salvageman •••••••••••••• Bernard B.Briscoe
Thomas O.Madden •••••••••••••••• Salvageman •••••••••••••• Arlo D.Halvorson

QUAD. Co. No.1
Clifford J. Pierce ••••••••••••••• captain ••••••••••••••• John K.Cunningham
Harold R. Marsh ••••••••••••••••• Lieutenant ••••••••••••• Vincent A.Lauer
Leo M. Powers ••••••••••••••••••••• Driver ••••••••••••••• ~n A.Arnold
Mike M. Dosen •••••••••••••••••• Ladderman No.1 •••••••••• Jesse J.Carroll
Dan N. Allen ••••••••••••••••••• Ladderman No.2 •••••••••• Ralph R.Luecht
Marvin R.Gerdes •••••••••••••••• Ladderman No.3 •••••••••• Charles H. Shill
Walter M. Berr,y ••••••••••••••••••• Plugman •••••••••••••• Lowell H. Moore
Donald E. Wedmore ••••••••••••••••• Pipeman •••••••••••••• Ronald C.Van Horn

ENGINE Co. No. 2
Dwaine O.McDougle ••••••••••••••• Lieutenant ••••••••••••• Frank A.Hesse
Lyle E.Gardinier •••••••••••••••••• Driver ••••••••••••••• Alfred B.Hesse
James E. Johnson •••••••••••••••••• Plugman •••••••••••••• Warren H.Cunningham
Elmer J. Fritz •••••••••••••••••••• Plugman •••••••••••••• John H. Bender
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MASON CITY FIRE DEPARTMENT YEARLY REPORT
FOR THE YEAR ENDING, December 3lst,196l
ACTIVIT!ES OF THE FIRE PREVENTION BUREAU

The Fire Prevention Bureau was organized on September 1,1937 by City
ordinance. On August l6th,1960 Harold E. Schurtz was appointed to head the
Bureau as Superintendent. He had be active in the Bureau since November 1,1954
On August 1,1960 Li~utenant John H. Holt was transfered from the Fire Fighting
force to be Drillmast~r two days per week. with the rest of the week to be
assistant to Superintendent Schurtz in the Bureau.

The Fire Prevention Bureau made or supervised a total of 3787 inspections
this year. Special effort was put forth at the Holiday Season for the protection
of life and property in the business district. Many hazards were removed or
remedied due to the work of the Fire Prevention Bureau. The Bureau also carried
on a year around program of Fire Prevention with special emphasis during
Fire Prevention Week. The Bureau investigated most fires of undetermined
and all fires of mysterious origin, also all false alarms.

BUREAU ACTIVITIES
Regular inspections ••.....••..••••.••••••••••
Reinspections ••••••••••••••••••.•••••••••.•••
Special inspections ••••••••••••••••••••••••••
Total ......•...........•......•.•...............
Commercial inspections ••• ~•••••••••••••••••••
Industrial inspections •••••••••••••••••••••• ~
Warehouse inspections ••••••••••••••••••••••••
Wholesale inspections ••••••••••••••••••••••••
Apartment inspections ••••••••••••••••••••••••
Hotel inspections ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
Hospital inspections •••••••••••••••••••••••••
Nursing home inspections •••••••••••••••••••••
Theatre inspections ••••••••••••••••••••••••••
School inspections •••••••••••••••••••••••••••
Church inspections •••••••••••••••••••••••••••
Paint spr~ booths inspected •••••••••••••••••
Fire escape inspections ••••••••••••••••••••••
Garage inspections •••••••••••••••••••••••••••
Gasoline & Oil Bulk Plant inspections ••••••••
Gasoline & Fuel Oil Tank Installations •••••••
Miscellaneous inspections ••••••••••••••••••••
Total •.. 41. t •••••••••••••••.•••••••..•.•••••••.••••

FIRE DEPARTMENT INSPECTIONS

833
257
3781,468
509

76
J4
19
82
30
8

101
6

79
58
31
1

42
67
18

306
1,468

FIRST BATTALION SECOND BATTALION DEPARTMENT
Fire Salvage Fire Salvage Fire Salvage

Probationary Firemen -.ll --il
Fireman 3rd Class .s: ~ --1.Z ~ ~ ~
Fireman 2nd Class ~ ---2 --ll --2Q ---2
Fireman 1st Class ..22l 161 ...m ..ill ~ ~
Officers J1J ~ 114 --2Q ..m 124
Special 106 -2 ..ill
TOTAL ~

...m ..lli. 184 ~ ~

8



BUREAU OF FIRE PREVENTION
-continued-

SOUTH STATION
SECOND BATTALION
Fire Salvage

FIRST BATTALION
Fire Salvage
--ll
-1J1
~

172

Fireman 2nd Class
Fireman 1st Class
Officers
TOTAL
Total All Inspections ........••.............•......•..•..................

Permits Issued ~.••

DEPARTMENT
Fire Salvage-

3,787

Complaints
Burning Permits •..••.• '....•.•..•.....•.......•
Oceupatd.onaf •..e _ •••••••••• s •.••••••••••••••••••

1,450
21

Complaints received and investigated ••••••••• 4
Complaints not justified ••••••••••••••••••••• 3

Complaints Referred To. Corrected
Building Department •••••• .,•••••••••••••••• 2 •••• 2
Electrical Department •••••••••••••••••••• 22 •••• 20
Police Court ••••••••••• ~••••••••••••••••• 2 •••• 2
Plumbing Department •••••••••••••••••••••• 1 •••• 1

Conditions Found Removed
Waste materials not properly handled •••• 51.... 51
Rubbish Found ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 24 •••• 22
Comb~~tibles too close to heat source ••• 8 •••• 8
Kxtinguishers outdated •••••••••••••••••• 75 •••• 72
Misus~ of incinerators •••••••••••••••••• 5 •••• 5
Flammable Liquids in violation •••••••••• 39 •••• 20

Obstructions Found Removed
Fire Escapes ••~......................... J •.•• 3
Hallways .•.•••••••.••••••••••••••••••••• 1 •••• 1
Exits •••••••••••••••••••••••.••••.••••.• 16 •••• 16

Corrected
21 •••• 21
4 ••.•4
3 •••• 3

Removed
17 ••••.•14
20 •••• 17

Exit lights out or not properly marked ••
Exit doors found locked •••••••••••••••••
Exit doors out of order •••••••••••••••••

Electric Wiring
Drop cords in Tio1ation •••••••••••••••••
Bad electric wiring found •••••••••••••••

Notices Served
Written notices served ••••••••••••••••••
Compliance with correction orders •••••.••
Orders pending 12/31/61 •••••••••••••••••

266
238

28
OTHER ACTIVITIES OF BUREAU

1. Thirty-Six(36) investigations of fires conducted. 28 causes established.
2. Three Polic Court cases. Convictions on all three cases.
3. One violation of State Law, Information filed with County Attorne,y,

Compliance receiVed.
4. One dangerous condition of flammable liquid in city sewers investigated &

source established. controls set up to prevent ~ future occurrances.
5. Ordered removal of illegal installed underground gasoline tank, tank

removed & tested & ie-installed.
9



ACTIVITIF~ OF BUREAU - continued
6. Supervised removal ot leaking underground gasoline tank.
7. Complete recover,y ot underground gasoline spill & started proceedure to put

recover,y area back to normal.
8. Investilation of cause of an explosion in a building. Cause established.
9. Investication of cause of death by Carbon-monoxide. Appeared to be a faulty gas

burning space heater. Observed tests made on heater by Dr Arnold ot I.S.U.
10. One Arson investigation conducted & conviction on Attempt to defraud received

by party setting the fire. Sentenced to S years in Womans Reformitor,y,
paroled to State Parole Board for 2 years.

11. Assisted Deputy Fire Marshall on Arson investication. Fire occured outside of
Mason City but suspects residence. Mason City,Iowa.

12. Bureau conducted one (1) thirty (30)minute program on School Fire Safety on T.V.
13. Bureau conducted one (1) fifteen (lS)minute radio program on fire prevention
14. Constructed three () Fire Prevention Week displ~s & set same up for

Fire Prevention Week.
lS. Conducted twenty six (26) programs on Fire Prevention in the Schools.

These programs reached )291 students & teachers.
16. Conducted thre (3) Fire Prevention & Extinguisher schools in Industries.
17. Assisted in developing Disaster Plans for Mercy & Park Hospitals.
18. Conducted tour (4) Baby setting classes in conjunction with the Red Cross.
19. Supervised repair & extension of two (2) fire escapes •.
20. Supervised installation of one (1) sprinkler system in a school buildinc

and the alarm into the Fire Department Alarm Office.
21. Completed Radio.Active Isotope file on all Isotopes used in Mason City.
22. Sevent,y(70) First-Aid Fire Extinguishers ordered to be provided in various

industries, businesses & schools. Seventy (70) provided.
23. Checked plans for one (1) new Nursing Home and two (2) school remodelinc jobs.
24. One (1) Conference held for all school Superintendents of Cerro Gordo, and

Worth Countys and New Regulations for Schools. This also included Board
members, 57 present.

25. Fire Safety Survey made of all Schools in Mason City. This survey set out
all the nescessary work to be done in each building to conform to the State
Code on SChools, to be completed by 1965. This survey was developed in the
form of a work order on each individual building. This survey was placed in
the hands of the Board of Education of the Public Schools & the Parochial
Schools~

26. All Flammable Liquid Bulk plants were checked on conformance to State Code.
Eighteen (18) orders issued to bring all plants up to State Code.

27. One (1) specifications given for new Fire Escape from an Industrial Plant.
28. Nine (9) Schools conducted by Bureau Superintendent in Basic Firemanship for

Volunteer Fire Departments. These were eighteen (18) hour courses. These
courses were conducted on off time.

29. Two (2) Patient Evacuation Schools were conducted by the Bureau. These
reached approximately 300 Persons.

30. The Fire Prevention Ordiance was re-written and brought up to date,this is in
the hands of the City Attorney & will be placed before the Council for
approval in 1962.

31. A new system of leaVing a written inspection order at every place where a
violation was noted was started in 1961. This has proved to be the very
definite method of getting compliances as the Yearly Report will show.

10



FIRE OPERATION REPORT IN TOWNSHIP &:
FOR THE YEAR ENDING DECEMBER 31, 1961 CITY MUTUAL AID

*******************************************************************************

MUes traveled to alarms ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 9~
Hours worked at al~s ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 219:33
Number of Firemen responding to alarms ••••••••••• 2,648
Number of times pumps operated for booster ••••••• 106
Number of times pumps operated for hose lines •••• 6
Portable pump operated •••••••••••••••••••••••• ~.. 0
J - Inch Hose Used •••••••••••••••••••••••••• Feet 850
2t - Inch Hose Used ••••••••••••••••••••••••• Feet 2,850
It - Inch Hose Used ••••••••••••••••••••••••• Feet 1,150
Booster Hose Used •••••••••••••••••••••••••• Feet 22,200
Booster Tanks Used •••••••••••••••••••••••• Gallon 9,060
Hand Pumps Used ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• Gallon 167.5
Ladders Used •.•••••••••••••••.•••••.•••••••• Feet 1,249
Hydrants •.•..••..•.••.••............••.•••.••••.•• 14
All-Service Gas Masks Used ••••••••••••••••••••••• 0

o
6
6
4
8
6
3
4

68
13
4

40

Alarms received verbal •••••••••••••••••••••••••••
!larms received by Police •••••• ,•••••••••••••••••
Alarms received on Notifier Alarm Panel ••••••••••
Alarms received by Fire Box ••••••••••••••••••••••
Alarms received Sprinkler ••••••••••••••••••••••••
Alarms received over Telephone GA3-2145 Or GA3-2146
Alarms received over GA 3-3124 Overflow ••••••••••
Alarms received over Fire Phone number GA 3-3124 •
Total Alarms responded to in 1961 ••••••••••••••••
Alarms received false ••••••••••••••••••• ~••••••• t.

Alarms received in the AM •••••••••••• k •••••••••••

Alarms received in the PM •••••••••• ~•••••••••.•••.••
FIRE DATA

Chemox Masks ••••.•••.•••••.•. ~•••••.•.••••.•.••• ~
Scott Air Pac Masks :15 Minute ••••••••••••••••••
Scott Air Pac Masks :30 Minute ••••••••••••••••••
E & J Resuscitator and Inhalator Used ••••••••••••
Boat Used •••••.•••••••••••••••••••••••••.••••••••
Light Generator Used •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 4 ••

250 Watt Light Used
500 Watt Light Used ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
Smoke Ejector Used •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••5 lb. Dry Powder Extinguisher Used •••••••••••••••
30 lb. Dry Powder Extinguisher Used ••••••••••••••
Fires out on arrival •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

..•••........•......•.........

TYPE OF BUILDING FIRE OCCURRED IN
Brick and Stone Buildings ••••••••••••••••••••••••
Iron Clad Buildings •••.•"•••..•••••••a ••••••.•••••••

Stucco and Brick Veneer Buildings ••••••••••••••••
Frame Buildings ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
Concrete Block Building ••••••••••••••••••••••••••
Buildings not classified above ••,••••••••••••••••
In Automobiles and Trucks ••.••••••••••••••••••••••
Other than Building Fires ••••••••••••••••••••••••

EXTENT OF FIRES IN 1961
Confined to Point of Origin ••••••••••••••••••••••
Confined to Room of Origin •••••••••• ,••••••••••••
Confined to Floor of Origin ••••••••••••••••••••••
Confined to Building •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

11

24
5521
o
4

J4
59280

477
7

153
324

••.•...••• 377.9
•.•••••••~:46
••••••••• 147

18
o
2
o
o

••••••••• 450
•••••••• 4,650
•••••.•••6,275

20
28
o
1
4
o
o
o
o
4
3
4
6
o•5

...~........................
•••••••••....................
• ••••••••
•••••••••
••••••••••
•••••••••
•••••••••· .

••••••••••.•....•.•.••.....•..•· ...........

..•...•..•
,....•.•.................•••.......•. .·.,. .....•.......4 .· .· .. ...•..•...... ............•........

o
1
2
o
o
2
8

21
J4
1

19
15

21 .......... 2
2 •...•.... 1
J ......... 2

49 ......... 6
2 ........ ,. 0
2 ·......... 1

47 • •••••••• 6
70 • •••••••• 10

188 ·........ 23
1 ••••••••• 1
2 • •••••••• 1
5 .......... 3



FIRE OPERATION REPORT
-continued-

VALUES AND LOSSES
Total Value of BUildings ••••••••••••••••••••~ ••$
Total Value of Contents ••••••••••••••••••••••••
Total Value of all Property involved by Fire •••$

Total Insurance on Buildings involved by Fire ••$
Total Insurance on Contents involved by Fire •••
Total Insurance on Property involved by Fire •••$

Total Insurance Loss on Building •••••••••••••••$
Total Insurance Loss on Contents •••••••••••••••
Total Insurance Loss for Year 1961 •••••••••••••$

Total Loss Insured and Uninsured on buildings ••$
Total Loss Insured and Uninsured on Contents •••
Total Loss Insured and Uninsured for Year 1961 •$

LOSS PER FIRE

1.971,051.00
1,306.602.00
3.277,653.00

1,692,420.00
1,047,130.00
2.739,550.00

25,001.39
6,1l5.77

31~ll7.16

25,877.89
6,757.77

)2,6)5.66

Ho Loes •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 102
Less Than $ 5.00 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.••.•••• 4
Less ThaJ'l $ 100.00 •••••••••••••••.••••••••••••••••• e·. 4: • • • 46
Less Than $ 500.00 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• )4
Less Than $ 1,000.00 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 3
Less Than $ 5,000.00 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 6
Less Than $ 10,000.00 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 1
Over $ 10,000.00 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 0

PERSONS KILLED AND INJURED
DUE TO FIRE

1961
Firemen Killed During the Year ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 0
Firemen Injured During the Year •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 8
Civilians Killed During the Year ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 0
Civilians Injured During the Year •••••••••••••••••••••••• 5

SALVAGE WORK
At Fi..res ••.•.••.••.••.•..•.•.•••••• • • • • .•• • • • •.•• • • • • • • . • • • • 159
Salvage Covers Used •••••••••••••••••••••••.••••••••••.••••• 16
Other Than Fire ••~•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 4.. 215
Salvage Covers Used •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.••••••• 7

COMPARISON OF LOSSES
Loss For 1960
Loss For 1961

•••.••..•.•...•.••..•..•.•..••••.•••• $
$•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

12
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CAUSES
YEAR

OF FIRES
1961

Backfire through carburator •••••••••.••••••••• ,••••••••••••••••• 14
Bonfire mistaken for building fire •••••••.•••••••••••••••••••••• 1
Burning insulation off wire mistaken to be garage on fire ••••••• 1
Burning paint off house •••.••..•..••• ~.......................... 2
Burning rubbish no permit ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 1
Candles •••••.•••••••.••••.•••••.•.•.•.••••..••...••••••.....••••.••• J
Canvass bag caught fire from manifold of car •••••••••••••••••••• 1
Child playing with cigarette lighter •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 1
Children playing with matches ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 12
Cigarettes ••••••••••.••••.••••••••.•••••.••••••••••.••••• ~•••.•• 27
Christmas trees to be used in the "burning of the Greens" prematurelyignited by unknown party.............................. 1
Clothing hung to dr,y too close to space heater •••• ~•••••••••••••
Defective brake on auto caught fire ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 4 •••

nefective electric toaster ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
Defective switch on deep fat fr,yer ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
Defective valve on L. P. Torch •••••••••••••••il ••••••••••••••.•••••

Detective Wiring •••••••••••••.• ~•••••••~•••••••••••••••••••••• ,.
Escaping natural gas ignited by pilot light •••••••••••••••••••••
Fire in car after rear end collision ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
Flame from plumbers torch •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
Flame from road flare ••••••••••••••.•••••• ~••••••.•••••••••. ~•••
Flame from water heater set fire to paper under same ••••••••••••
Flame from welding torch ••••••••••••••••..••••••••••••••••••••••••
Friction caused by belt slipping on pulley set fire to belt •••••
Fumes from formica cement ignited by pilot light on stove •••••••
Fumes from gasoline ignited by gas burner •••••••••••••••••••••••
Fumes from gasoline ignited by space heater •••••••••••••••••••••
Fumes from gasoline ignited by pilot light of water heater ••••••
Fumes from hexane gas ignited by pilot light of water heater ••••
Gas explosion ••••.•••.••••.•••.••.••.•••••••.••••••.•••••.••••••
Gasoline used to clean motor of washing machine ••••••••••••• ~•••
Gasoline on hot motor ••••••~ .•••.••.••.•.••••••••.•••••••••••• ,.
Grass fire spread to corn field •••• ~••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
Grease in pan on stove caught on fire from overheating ••••••••••
Heat from cl~thes dryer set fire to hamper ••••••• ~••••••••••••••
Hot ashes set fire to waste material •••••••••••••••••••••••.•••••
Hot box on railroad box car ........................................
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1
1
1

1
1
1

1
1

1

2

1
1
1
1

1
1
2
1

1

1

10
1

3
1

1

1



CAUSES OF FIRES
-continued-

Incindiary •.•..•...•....•.....................•...•........•........
Natural &as from broken flexible connector ignited by pilot light ••
Oil from air cleaner ignited when spilled on hot motor ••••••••••••
OVerheated broiler set meat on fire •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
Overheated fry pan •.•..•..•••.••....•.....•.............••......•.
Overheated grease in broiler ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
Overheated grease in oven ••....•..•.............•..•.•............•.•..•

Overheated grease under grill on fire ••••.••••••••••••••••••••••••
Overheated kerosene stove too close to dide of building •••••••••••
Overheated motor on refrigerator ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
Overheated motor set fire to vent system ••••••••••••••••••••••••••
OVerheated tar kettle •••••.•••••••••••.•••.....••..••.••••.•••••••
Railroad fusee set fire to grass •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
Reflection of sun shining on mirror in show window ••••••••••••••••
Reflection of sun shining through glass jug of water ••••••••••••••
Road flare tipped over •••....•.•.•.....•....•.•.•..•..••........••

Rekindle .•••.••.•.•.•....•.•.•.......•......•...•.•...•...•...........•
Rubbish fire out of control •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
Rubbish fire too near tree ••.••••••••••••• ~•••••...•••.••••••••.••
Rubbish fire unattended •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
Rubbish too close to oil heater •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
Rug laying on hot manifold of car caught on fire ••••••••••••••••••
Short in light fixture ....••.•.•..•..•..•..•.•••••••. ~••..••..••••
Short in neon sign ••.......•....................•.•......•...............•

Short . ..:Ln W1.r~ng ••••••.••..•..••••••.••••..••.•.••.••••.••••••.•.•.•••••••••••••••

Smoking in bed ...•.•..... _.......................................••............•

Sparks from incinerator •••••••••••.•.••••.••.••••.••..•••.•..••.•••
Sparks from metal cutting saw •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
5parks from rubbish fire . ~It •••••••••.•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

Static spark set fire to gasoline •••••••••••••.•••••••••••••.•••••
Transformer on T.V. shorted out, started fire •••••••••••••••••••••
Undetel'Dlined •••.••.....•..•..••.••••...•.•••.•.•.•...• -.•.•......•....•..........

Unknown •.•.•••.•••••.•.•.•..•• _••.••.•.•• 0 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

Using match for light in garage ....................................................
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2

3
1
1
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2
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1

2

1

1
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1
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PROPERTY
IN YEAR

KIND OF FIRE
1961

OCCURRED

Apartment buildings
Apartment above store buildings ••••••••••••••••••••••••••
Automobiles & Trucks .~•••••••.••.•••.•.• _•••••••..•••••••
Awning ••.•....•.. eo ••.•••••.•••••••••••••.••..••.•.•.•.••••.•••.•••••.•.•

Barn & Private Garage combined •••••••••••••••••••••••••••
Beauty shop ••••.••••..•.••••.••••••••••••••••••.•.•••••••
Cafe •••••••..•..•...........................•............••.......................•.•..•
Cl~ Planer Machine

....•....•.......................................................

Dried Milk Packaging Plant
Dry Cleaners Plant
Dwelling
Dwelling & Office

.........•..................•........................•.•..................... ,. ........................•......•....•.................•.......•.........•.•• ~.....•..........•........•............•.....
Farm tractor ••.••••••• $ ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

Fence & Construction Material
Food Store

......................... ~..........•..........................................................
Gift Shop .•...•...............•..............•.•..............
Grass, leaves. brush & rubbish •••••••••••••••••••••••••••
Grocery store
Hotel
Iron Works
Loan office
Motorcycle
Nursing home
Office building ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
Office & Storage Building ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
Outhouse
Printing & Office Supply Co.
Private Garage
Radiator repair shop •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
Radio & T.V. Studio •••••.•••••••••••••••••••.••.•••••.•.•
Railread Car •••••.•••••••.••••••••••••••••.••••••• '•..•.•••.••••
Road Barricade
Road Flare

•...........•.......•...........•..........................................................................
•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 4........................................................................... ~ ., ~ .......,.............••............ ,.....•.•••

.....................................................•...............•............
•••••••••• ~ ••• 4 •••••••••••••••• ~ ••••••••

..............................................••..•....•......•.••. ~•••....•...•.•.......•..•
Rock Grinding Mill •.••..•••..•...•..•...••...... e.••••••••••••

Rooming House ••••••••••••••••••••••.••••••••••••••••.••••••
School •.•.•••••••••••.•••••••••••••••••••••••••••.•••••• ,.
Servioe Station ••••6 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

Storage shed •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
Straw •.•••••.•••••••••••••••• 4 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••

Tar Kettle
Telephone Pole
Tent & Awning Co.
Tree

............................•...........•.....•................................................. .........~.-....•..•...............••.•.............••
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45
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ElVIERGENCYFIRST AID AND INJURIES TO CIVILIANS

January 22nd 7:23 AM Emergency call to 26 Clover Lana for resuscitator.
Bruce Allen McDougle age 2-months apparently not breathing
Father Dwaine McDougle had started mouth to mouth resuscit-
ation on child before arrival of Department. Used E & J
resuscitator for about 5 minutes, also used resuscitube in
month to mouth resuscitation. Child was pronounced dead by
Dr Brown, Family pqysician. Cause of death coroners statement
child died from Over-whelming pneumonia.

February Bth 1:52 PM Call to 16261 North Pennsylvania Avenue. Call was
for Mrs Alex Romig Age 7B, apparently had a heart attack,
was given oxygen for about 20 minutesa Dr Chang was called
by family, arrived and had Mr8 Romig taken to Mercy Hospital
by Snalls ambulance. Recovered.

April 5th 6:55 PM Ferne Miller age 70 was burned on calf of right leg,
at fire in davenport in his residence at 6151 South Jackson
Avenue. Taken to Park Hospital by Police and treated for
3rd degree burns.

May 29th

June 26th

July 24th

1:12 PM Mrs Charles DeRock age 74 of 1503 South Kentu~
Avenue, found by son badly burned over most of body, Had
already been taken to Mercy Hospital before arrival of
Department. Investigation conducted by Fire Prevention Bureau
and Chief. Ver,y little fire had been on the premises, Parts
of Mrs DeRock's clothing was found scattered in basement
and first floor, one chair bottom partly burned. Unable to
determine cause of fire. Mrs DeRock died same day.

11:37 AM Charles Gaswint age 60 owner and operator of the
Mason City Tent and Awning burned on left arm in flash fire
in basement. Fumes from hexane gas coming from open sewer
was ignited by pilot of water heater. Hexane gas was traced
to one of the City's Manufacturing Plants. Gaswint was
taken to hospital treated and released.

10:14 AM R.L.Gripp age 46 Owner ot North Iowa Oil Co.
Pumping gasoline and water from tank into barrel at B1Bt
South President Avenue. Flash fire occurred from static spark.
Gripp taken to Mercy Hospital by Chief Arnold, He had 3rd
degree bunns on left arm and 1st degree burns on ears and
back. Recovered.

September 1st 6:53 PM 520-2lst Street South East. Terr,y LYnn Russel age 15
months, fell and hit her chin, passed out for short time.upon
arrival of Department, appeared to be OK and back to normal.

September 14th 10:12 AM Call to 70B-16th Street South East. Henr,y Scholl age
30 of l30-2Bth Street South West. Buried in sewer ditch cave-
in while working on same. Used resuscitator until Scholl was
pronounced dead by Dr Christojilerson, coroner ••

16



September 25th

October 9th

October 22nd.

November 7 th

November 21st

December 1st

December 11th

December 16th

December 18th

EMERGENCY FIRST AID AND INJURIES TO CIVILIANS
-continued

10:25 AM Maeon City Country Club. Highway #106 West of City.
Roy Hanna R.R.#l Greenskeeper slight burne on both wrist and
face and head singed fram flash fire ignited by cigarette
while filling mowers with gasoline. Gasoline has been carried
from tank outside to in*ide of building to fill mowers.
Careless handling of gasoline.
10:40 PM Front of 29-2nd Street South West. Ralph Leslie
Martinsen age 46 ~ home address 632-Bth Street North East. Had
apparent heart attack while driving a pick-up truck. Call
came from Police Department for resuscitator. Nothing ueed,
Dr Christophers~n pronounced the man dead of heart attack
before arrival of department.
2:03 AM Alarm to 14)6 North Virginia Avenue. Lyle Dler received
minor burns on fingers of left hand while helping to take
burning davenport outside of house.
3:20 PM Resuscitator call to 25-3rd Street N.E. I ~ K cafe
run by Mr & Mrs Carl irieger. Mr Krieger &ad apparent heart
attack. Snells ambulance was on the scene upon arrival of the
Department. Dr Christopherson coroner pronounced Mr Krieger
dead. Had been heart patient for some time.
6:23 PM at fire at 1824 South Coolidge, Merle Miller and
daughter Madonna age 3 were burned. Merle Miller was burned
on hands and face. Madonna was burned on chest, hands and
arms. Both taken to Mercy Hospital. Madonna was admitted and
Merle was treated and released.
3:10 PM Call to 12-lst Street South West. William McDonough
of Albert Lea, Minnesotat Manager of the Jefferson Bus Depot
Cafe. Had reaction fram insulin dose. He is diabetic. Used
E & J resuscitator for about 5 minutes. McDonough came to and
was taken to Mercy Hospital by Snells Ambulance.
6:18 PM Call to the Newell Hugi home 815 North Connecticut Ave.
Newell Hugi age 5.5had hard time breathing, used inhalator
fer about .5minutes. Mr Newell Hugi has a lung condition. Dr
Hunt Family physician called by Mrs Hugi, arrived and said Mr
Hugi had recovered enough that o~gen not needed anymore.
11:43 PM Alarm to 627-6th Court S.E. Douglas Bishop (Age 17)
home address 1209-lst Street South West. who had been in
parked cart that was on fire.. He had been removed from the
car and taken to the Vern Mott residence 62,5-6th Place S.E.
who had heard his calls for help. He was then taken to the
Mercy Hospital.Bishop was badly burned on back and arms.
After questioning in Hospital, it is our belief that he went
to sleep smoking a cigarette.
12:04 PM 82.5 South Federal Avenue. Resuscitator call. upon
arrival found Howard Corbin, home address 1807 South Wilson
Avenue. dead from apparent heart attack. Mr Corbin suffered
heart attack while driving his car delivering U.S. Mail.Snells
ambulance was present before department arrived, and was giv-
ing Mouth to Mouth resuscitation.
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NUMBER OF ALARMS BY MONTHt DAY AND HOUR
FOR THE YEAR 1961 IN CITY

suNDAyMONTH MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY

January ~.. 8 ••••• 7 •••.•• 8 •••.•... 8 •••.••.• 5 •..•..•

6 •••.•••February •• 117 ..••.:3 ..... ••••••••

March •••••14 1. 5 •.•.•..•••••• .~.....
AprU 4 .....••.. s •...••...5 ••••••••••

May ••••••• 2 ••••• 7 7 •.......••••••

64 •••••.June . . 2 •••..••••.....•...
8 ••••• 8July 10 • ••••••.......... • ••••

4Aucust •••• 2 ••••• •••••• . .
September. 2 2 ••••••• • • •• . .
October ••• 6 6 •••••• 11...... • ••••••

6 •••.. 6 ••.••.November 5 ••..••.••.•• •

6 ••••••December j .....•.

477
•• ......

6967TOTAL •••• ...... 75 ••.••••....

5 ••••••••

2 •••••• '•• 8 •••..•.

12 J •.••••••• •••••••

8 ••••.•..8 .••.••.••

4 ......•• 5 •.•••••
:3 • a4 ••••• 7 ••••.•••

5 •••...•••.5 •••••••

J •••••.•• 2 ... .
:3 •••••••• 6 ........
9 .••••.•. 4 .....•..

5 •••.•...•• • ••••••

61 •..••.•64 • ••••••

**************** A. M. ***********
ALARMS BY HOUR

1961

HOUR
12

ALARMS
1 •••••••••••••••••••••• ~. 16

1- 2 •••••••••••••••••.•••••• 4

2-J •••••••••••••••••••••••• 9

3-4 •••••••••••••••••••••••• 2

4 - 5 ••••••••••••••••••••••••

5 - 6 ••••••••••••••••••••••••

6 - 7 ••••••••••••••••••••••••

7 - 8 •••••••••••••••••••••••• 9

8-9 •••••••••••••••••••••••• 17
9 - 1. ••••••••••••••••••••••• 23
11 - 11 •.••••....••.••....•.•• 30
11 - 12 ............ .... ..... , .....• 29
TOTAL ********* A. M.

FRIDAY SATURDAY

4 •••••• 5 •••••• 45

4 ••.•••• .5 •.•.••••

TOTAL

41

47

48

2,
41
42

37

HOUR
12 - 1

**************** p~ M. ******************

4 ..••.• 11 • •••••

6 •••••12 • •••••

4 ••••• 5 ••••••41
9 .••.• ~ .
7 •.••• s .
3 •.•.• 3 •••••• 25
4 •••..•• 5 ....••

6 • •••• 3 ..•.•.

6 •..•• 6 ••• ~••

5 .••.... 10 • •••••

62 ••••• 73 .....

1 - 2

••• ~ ••••••••••••••••• 4 ••••••

.•............•. ,•........••
2 - 3 .....•.....•.... ~ .
3 - 4 • •••••••••••••••••••••••••••
4 - 5 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

5 - 6 • •••••••••••••••••••••••••••

6 - 7 .•.................... ~.....
7 - 8 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
8 - 9 • •••••••••••••••••••••••••••

9 10 •••~•••••••.•••.•••••••••••
10 - 11 ••••••~••••••••••••••••••••
11 - 12 ••~ _ _•••.....•••

ALARMS
31
42

2.

21

37

29
11
35
16

20

20
********* 153 TOTAL *************

TOTAL ALARMS IN CITY
47718

P. M. ********** 324



FIR E ALARM OFFICE

REPORT

FOR

YEAR ENDING, DECEl-1BER 31,1961

MONTH 8 AM to 4 PM 4 PM to 12 MID.

**************************************************************************
ALARMS RECEIVED FOR EACH EIGHT HOUR PERIOD

12 MID. to e AM

January ••••••••

TOTAL

February
March

•••••••

••••••••••

April ••••••••••
May ••••••••••••
June ••• ••• • • • ••

July ...........
August •••••••••
September ••••••

October ••••••••
November .......
December •• •• • • • 37

21
16

•.........••..
.••.....•.•..•

18 • ••••••••••••••••• 6 ...••...•••.

5 •.•.••....•.

9 •••.•••••••••

1 •..•..•••...

4 ••••••••••••

:3 ••••••••••.•.

6 •.••.....•..•

o •••••••.•••••

1••'•••••••.••.

9 •••.•......•.
2 ••.••••••••••

7 .••..........

45

41
54

47
41
33
48

25
23
41
42

TOTAL ••.•••••• 215 •••••••••••• 209 •••••••••.•••••••• 53 •••••••.••• 477

Donald O. Martin

FIRE

19
25
16

•••••••••••••

•••••••••••••

.•.•.........•

19

20
26

.•••.......•......
• •••••••••••••••••

Charles F. Swanson

15
25
15
11
14

..•.......••.•

...•..........

..•............
•••••••••••••

. . .

21 ••••••••••••••••••

23
15

......., ..." ..

.........•...

21 . .

ALARM

15
17
10

••••••••••••••••••

••••••••••••••••••

••••••••••••••••••

11
18

. .
•.••...........•..

17
15

............... ....
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ALARMS FIRES AND LOSSES FOR
EACH BATTALION BY MONTH

FOR tEAR ENDING DECEMBER :n
1961

FIRST BATTALION SECOND BATTALION
MONTH

ALARMS FIRES FIRE LOSS ALARMS FIRES FIRE LOSS

21 ...••..••13 •••••••$ 9,260.71 JANUARY 24 ••••••••• .5 •••••• $ 753.00
e-

20 ••••••••• 5 ••••••• 174.83 FEBRUARY 21 ......... 7 .•.•.• 141.00

25 .......... 2 .••••.• 746.50 MARCH 29 ••••••••• 3 • ••••• 297.60

19 ••••••••• a ....•..•• 80.00 APRIL 28 •••••••••16 • ••••• 3.81).'1

21 ••••••••• 12 ••••••• 1,655.0) MAY 20 ••••••••• 14 •.••••• 498.10

14 ......... 1 ....... 547.89 JUNE 19 ••••••••• 15 • ••••• 5.1)).12

25 ••••••••• 11 ••••••• 2,618.60 JULy 23 • •••••••• 6 •••••• 1,157.00

14 ..•......•. 6 ...•... 505.46 AUGUST 11 • •••••••• 9 •••.•• 175.00

10 ••••••••• 4 ••••••• 1,.520.00 SEPTEMBER 1, • •••••••• 2 ••••.•• 223.00

22 ••••••••• 12 ••••••• 1.02).70 OCTOBER 19 •••...••• 11 •••••• 52).66

16 ••••••••• 4 •.....• 175.00 NOVEMBER 26 ••••••••• 11 ......... 297.05

16 ••••••••• 7 ••••••• 1,005.76 DECEMBER 21 • •••••••• 6 • ••••• )10.)4

223 ••••••••• 91 ••••••.$ 19.31).48 TOTAL 254 •••••••• 105 •.•••• $ 1)~322.18

RECAPITULATION
ALARMS FIRES FIRE LOSS

477 196 $ 32.6)5.66
20



DISTRICT FIRE REPORT
FOR THE YEAR 1961

OPERATION

DISTRICT

_________ .ALARMSRECEIVED BY TELEPHONE
GA 3-2145NOTIFIER FIRE or GAJ FIRS TOTAL

PM VERBAL POLICE ALARM SPR. BOX GA 3-2146 3124 OverflowAM
Northwest •••37 •••6lJ..... 4 .... 8 .... 8 ... 0 .. 0 ..... 10 ••• 60 •• 11 •• 101
Northeast • • 27 .. 73 .... 1 ••• 11 •••• 5 •• • 0 • • 0 ..... 7 ••• 66 •• 10 • • 100
Southwest • • 40 ••109 ....ll ... 24 • ••• 7 ••• 1 .. 0 ..... 9 • • • 79 • • 18 o. 149
Southeaet • • 49 •• 78 • ••• 8 ... 12 • ••• 1 •• • 3 •• 0 ...." 8 ;:. 75 •• 20 • • 127,...
TOTAL ••••• 153 • 324 ••• 24 ••• 55 •••• 21 ••• 4 •• 0 ••••• J4 •• 280 •• 59 i. 477

VALUES AND LOSSES
BUILDINGS

DISTRICT TOTAL
VALUE

INSURANCE
CARRIED

TOTAL LOSS

Northwest •••••••••.$ 769,366.00 ••••••••••$ 704,125.00 •••••.•••••••• $ 15,378.73
Northeast ••~••••••• 204,615.00 •••••••••• 163,200.00 •••••••••••••• 1,910.78
Southwest •••••••••• 520,670.00 •••••••••• 479,095.00 •••••••••••••• 5,401.'79

3.126,59Southeast t ••••••••• 476.400.00 •••••• ,••, 346.000.00 ••••••••••••••
TOTAL ••••••••.••••$ 1.971,051.00 •••••••••$ 1,692,420.00 •••••••••••••• $ 25t877.89

VALUES AND LOSSES
CONTENTS

DISTRICT TOTAL INSURANCE
VALUE CARRIED

Northwest •••••••••$ 356,350.00 ...•.••..• $ 306t500.00 .............. $

Northeast ••••••••• 362tOOO.00 .......... 241,100.00 .•.....•..••..•
Southwest ••••••••• 114,400.00 .......... 138,750.00 • •••••••••••••

Southeast t.t""~' 413.852.00 ., ....... 360.780,00 .... ,..........

TOTAL LOSS

3.565.92
975.68
358.00

1.858.17
TOTAL ••••••,•••••$ 1,306,602.00 •••••••••$ 1,047,1)0.00 •••••••••••••• $ 6,15'7.77

TOTAL VALUE
$ 3,217t653.00

TOTALS FOR ALL DISTRICTS
INSURANCE CARRIED

$ 2,739,550.00
21

TOTAL LOSS
$ 32,635.66



ALARMS RECEIVED BY DISTRICTS
FIRE LOSS BY DISTRICTS

Loss ••••••••••• r. ~ ..-..;;,.

Ull D ~J
l.---...,

FOR THE
196 1

NORTHWEST
4.00 Square Miles
Alarms ....................• 101
Fires ••.•..••••••••••••••. 35
Valuation •••••• $ 1,125,716.00
Insuranoe •••••• $ 1,010,625.00
Loss ••••••••••• $ 18,944.65~_I_I

SOUTHWEST
3.75 Square Miles
Alarm8 ••• ~••••••••••••••••• 149
Fires ••.•••.••..•••••..••• 81
Valuation •••••••• $ 695,070.00
Insuranoe •••••••• $ 617,845.00
10ss ••••••••••••• $ ~,759.79

22

YEAR

NORTHEAST
2.35 Sq. Miles
Alarms ••.••••..
Fires ••••.•••••

•••••••••• 100
• • • • • • • • • • )1t,

Valuation ••••••••• $ 566,615.00
Insurance ••••••••• $ 404,300.00
Loss •••••••••••••• $ 2,946.46

'1
r

SOUTHEAST
2.30 Square Miles
Alarms •.•...•.••••.••••••. 121
Fires .....................• 46
Valuation ••••••••• $ 890,252.00
Insurance •••••••~. $ 706,780.00

,- ·1'\01•. 76



TREND OF FIRE LOSSES 1952 TO 1961
TEN YEAR AVERAGE

****************************~*~*.**.*************.********************************~*********************************
NUMBER NUMBER AMOUNT OF AMOUNT OF AMOUNT AMOUNT OF FIRE LOSS AVERAGE

YEAR OF OF PROPERTY INSURANCE INSURANCE FIRE FER LOSS PER
ALARMS FIRES THREATENED ON PROPERTY LOSS LOSS CAPITA FIRE

************************************************************************************************************.*******
1952 • • 416 ·.... 233 •••••$ 5.047,030.22 •••••$ 3.651,665.28 ••••$ 79,577.31 •••$ 95,861.12 ••$3,397 •..••. $ 407.99
1953 • • 435 • •••• 245 • •••• 4,101,975.69 ••••• 3.465,427.69 • ••• 42,238.38 • •• 44,133.90 •• 1.577 • ••••• 180.14
1954 ·, 413 • •••• 194 • •••• 3.568,939.90 ••••• 2,884.885.00 •••• 131.578.18 • •• 133,095.33 •• 4.756 •••••• 686.05
1955 • • 387 ..... 206 ••••• 4,839,877.92 ·.... 3,626.345.36 ·... 40,496.14 • •• 43.747.64 •• 1.56 • ••••• 212.37
1956 •• J9Lt-••••• 195 ••••• 3,284,143.83 • •••• 2,935.351.00 • ••• 55.763.28 ·.. 66,497.8'7 •• 2.412 • ••••• 341.01
1957 • • )28 • •••• 141 ·.... 2,419,741.16 ·.... 2,037.432.39 • ••• 49.735.11 ••• 53.792.97 •• 1.92 • •••••• )81.51
1958 • • 429 • •••• 181 • •••• 6.595.559.90 ·.... 5,971,760.1) ·... 94,029.08 • •• 109.070.98 •• 3.90 • •••••• 602.60
1959 ·. 474 ••••• 183 • •••• 2,113,370.76 • •••• 1,657,812.50 157.825.13 ·.. 176,254.39 • • 6.264 ...... 963.14
1960 • • l.ilf8 ••••• 205 ·.... 2,166,590.00 • •••• 1,751,229.00 ·... 36,948.78 l4O.239.88 •• 1.313 ...... 196.29
1961 •• 477 ·.... 196 • •••• 3.277,653.00 ••••• 2,739,550.00 ·... 31.117.16 32,635.66 ... 1.065 •••••• 166.51
TEN
YEAR
AVERAGE 420 ·.... 198 ••••• 3.741,488.24 ••••• ),072,145.84 • ••• 71.930.86 • •• 79,'32.97 •• 2.556 • ••••• 416.78
*****¥******************************************~********************************************************************

23
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COHPARISON AU~·fS AND FIRES------------~--. .---r--~~ \ .~~.~------4~-r----.-()-r--~~

N \ 0
N N ~YEAR

160
1 9 6 1

......

* Top Line each year indicates alarms
* Bottom line each year indicates fires.
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POLICE DEPARTMENT COOPERATION AT CITY ALARMS
YEAR 1961

MONTH TOTAL NUMBERS
OF

ALARMS
TOTAL ALARMS

POLICE
PRESENT

TOTAL NUMBER
OF POLICE
AT ALARJ.1S

TOTAL ALARMS
NO POLICE

PRESENT
JANUARY ............... 45 ·........................ 17 ......................•. 28 ·..................... 33
FEBRUARY ·............. 41 • •••••••••••••••••••••••• 7 ·....................... 34 ·..................... 44
MARCH ...........•...... 54 ·........................ 27 ·....................... 27 • ••••••••••••••••• 4 ••• 31
APRIL ................. 47 ·........................ 8 ·....................... 39 ·..................... 43
May • • • • • • • • • • • ........ 41 ·........................ 8 ·......................... 33 ·...................... 38
JUNE ..............,... 33 ·......................... 6 ·....................... 27 ·......... ., ........... J4
JULY ••........•......• 48 ·........................ 14 ·....................... J4 ·..................... ,. 39
AUGUST • • • • • • .......... 25 ·........................ 4 ·.... ,. .................. 21 ,................... ,. . 26
SEPl'EMBER ............. 23 ·........................ 8 ·....................... 15 ·..................... 20
OCTOBER ............... 41 ·......................... 10 ·....... ,............... 31 • ••••••••••••••• I ••••• 40
NOVEMBER ·......... '.... 42 ·......................... 8 ·..... " ................. J4 ·............... ,..... 40
DECEMBER ·............. 37 ·........................ 12 ·....................... 22 ·..................... 32
TOtAL ••••••.••.•••••.• 477 129 348 · . 430· .· .

25
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1. RESIDENTIAL
Dwellings, Tenements,
Apartments, Hotels Rooming 6 3 2 5 6 S 0 2 3 6 3 6 47
&: T~ •• ;" ••• HnUAfI!8
2. NON.RESIDENTIAL ASSEMBLY
Ottice Buildings, Theatres,
churches, Hospitals, 0 0 0 1 1 1 0 2 0 0 0 0 5
Institutions, Schools.

3. MERCANTILE
Retail &: Wholesale Trade,
Restaurants I Bars, Repair 1 1 0 1 2 2 1 1 0 1 3 1 14
Shops, Filling Stations,
Public Garages
4. MANUFACTURING
Factories ,Breweries , Canneriea
Bakeries, Laundries,Printing 1 0 0 0 0 1 0 1 0 1 1 1 6
Other Mfg. &: Processing

s. STORAGE, ETC.
Warehouses. Piers, Wharves. 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 •Grain Elevators &: Storage
6. PUBLIC UTILITIES
Power Plant. Pumping and 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

(- Transtormer Stations

7. MISCELLANEOUS
A. Detached Private 1 0 0 0 1 2 1 0 1 1 0 1 8

Garages &: Barns
BAll Other Buildin~s 1 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2

8. IN GRASS
OR 1 1 0 15 5 8 6 3 0 6 3 0 48

BRUSH
9. ALL OTHER FIRES
Autos, Boats, Lumber 7 7 3 1 11 3 9 6 2 8 5 4 66
Y:llvfflll Outdoor Machinerv

~ ao, MISCHIEVOUS AND
0 0 1 0

H : MALICIOUSLY FALSE ALARMS 0 0 1 3 0 1 0 1 7
rz; ~l. SMOKESCARES, HONEST
~ t MISTAKES, WRONGLOCATIONS 15 10 8 7 4 1 8 4 6 7 7 8 85

i ACCIDENTAL ALARMS
~ ~~. FIRST AID, ACCIDENTS,:s I EMERGENCYCALLS AND 12 19 40 16 11 10 22 3 11 10 20 15 189
< I INVESTIGATIONS

13. NUMBEROF ALARMS
OUTSIDE OF CITY

These figures do not show 5 0 2 4 5 4 2 2 3 2 2 3 34-
.J'

in columns 1 to 12 inclusive
r 14. TOTAL NUMBEROF ALARMS

COLUMNS1 TO 13 INCLUSIVE 50 41 56 51 46 37 .50 27 26 43 44 40 511
.l.5_ )1<:4 '/'H 1\Mr IflTr

FIREMEN AND CIVILIANS 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

28



TOWNSHIP ALARMS IN OUR TERRITORY
MASON TOWNSHIP ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 26
SOUTH HALF OF LIMECREEK TOWNSHIP ••••••••••••• )

TOWNSHIP ALARMS NOT IN OUR
TERRITORY & MUTUAL AID CALLS

ASSIST MANLY FIRE DEPARTMENT ••••••••••••••••• 1
LAKE TOWNSHIP. ASSIST ClEAR LAKE FIRE DEPT.... 1
ASSIST HAMPTON FIRE DEPARTMENT ••••••••••••••• 1
ASSIST LAKE MILLS FIRE DEPARTMENT ~........... 1
ASSIST PLYMOUTH FIRE DEPARTMENT •••••••••••••• 1
TOTAL ALARMS RESPONDED TO OUT OF CITY •••••••• 34

60 tires were controlled • extinguished b,y booster lines only
41 Fires were extinguished b,y handpumps ot water or dry powder extinguishers
These fires were mostly automobi1es,grass,leaves and rubbish.
Booster pumps & Handpumps were used 26 times to wash gasoline. fuel oil
acid and other foreign substances from streets.

APPOINTMENT IN 1961 •••••••••••••••••••••• None
RESIGNED IN 1961 •••••••••••••J............ None
RETIRED IN 1961 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• None
PENSION PAYMENT STARTED IN 1961 ••••••••••• 1

PROMOTIONS
February 16 t 1961 Probationary Fireman James E. Johnson, promoted to

Fireman )rd Class. Civil Service Grade 98~.
AprU 1st, 1961 Fireman 2nd Class, Robert P. Loting, promoted to

Fireman 1st Class. Civil Service Grade 9~.
~ 16th, 1961 ProbatiOnary Fireman Charles H. Shill, promoted to

Fireman )rd Class. Civil Service Grade 89~.
August 16th. 1961 Fireman)rd Class. James E. Johnson, promoted to

Fireman 2nd Class. Civil Service Grade 9'J1,.
November 16. 1961 Fireman)rd Class. Charles H. ShUl, promoted to

Fireman )rd Class. Civil Service Grade 92~.
SCHOOLS

8 Members were interested in Scuba Diving to be used as a means of recovering
bodies or objects in creeks and pits around the City. 5 members completed the
15 hour Scuba Diving School at the Y M C A pool under instructor Gar,yCoats:.
Before taking this school the members interested had to pass a Doctors
Physical. Since the training received under Instructor Coats the members have
spent 104 man hours drilling b.Y diving in the pits of the Brick & Tile and
Cement Plants. Two complete diving outfits are now in service, including two
Non-Ter foam wet suites and glove-mittens, also weight belts.
Most ot the members completed a 10 hour refresher Red Cross First Aid Course
with Red Cross Instructors to renew old cards.
40 Fire and Policemen completed a Radiological Monitoring Class at the Junior
College under the instructions ot Professor Louis Bosveld, during the months
of November and December ot 1961.
The Alarm Office at Headquarters Station was remodeled. One door was closed up.
a new formica covered built-in desk was constructed ,across one end of the room,
and now most automatic alarm signals will be within reach of the operators
while seated at their desks.
S2 gallon of paint was used by the members to paint the Headquarters Station
one coat on the inside of the Station and outside trim.
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RECOMMENDATIONS

1961

'!he Central Fire Station has becomevery crowdedand due to the one
waytraffic. often this street is so crowdedwith cars that considerable
time is lost by the fire trucks clearing the Station tor alarms. Also the
National Board ot Fire Underwriters have, tor a long time. recOlllll1endedthat
a Fire Station be located in the North part of MasonCity. In talking to
representatives ot the National Board they seemto teel that it our Central
Station were movednorth to about fitth or sixth and North Federal Avenue.
this wouldrelieve the necessity tor a north tire station at the present
and until there was greater expansion of the City to the North and East.

In view ot this tact, I wouldrecommendthat immediatesteps be taken to
replace our Central Fire Station with a newand modernstation in the
vicinity ot fifth or sixth and NorthFederal Avenue.It this can not be
done this year I wouldlike to recommendan alternative plan ot building
to the south ot the present central station and creating an extra two
doors to open into Enterprise Alley to relieve the crowdedconditions in
the main part ot the station and allow us to get our reserve equipaent
out ot the station without having to run the other equi}Dent into the
street to do so. Also, the kitchen and dining area should be movedfrom
the present location at the rear of the tirst floor to the rear of the
second noor to makemoreapparatus floor room.

In conclusion, I take this opportunity to extend my hearty
appreciation to you and the membersof the City Council for their loyal
support in all Fire DePartmentmatters, for without this support the
efficiency of the DePartmentcould not have been maintained.

It affords megreat pleasure to commendto you the officers and members
ot the Fire Departmentand the Fire Prevention Bureaufor the faithful and
efficient mannerin which they have discharged their duties •

..I ·also take this opportunity' to express my. thanks to all other. city
Departmentsfor _their g00dwill and cooperataon,during the year•.' .

To the GlobeGazette, radio stations, and television station. I extend
mysincere' thanks and'appreciation for their oOl11ll1enda.:tbryand Iimpartial' .,
reports and articles .relating to the work'pe~formed'bythis department.

Respeotfully Submitted.

a,~~
A. BoydArnold. Chief,
MasonCity Fire Department,
MasonCity,Iowa.


