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YEARLY REPORT OF THE PAID FIRE DEPARTMENT

OF THE CITY OF MASON CITY, IOWA FOR THE
YEAR ENDING, DECEMBER 5 0 1961
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Honorable George E. Mendon Mayor, February 9th,1962
City Hall,

Mason City,Iowa.
Sir;

I have the honor herewith to submit to you the YEARLY REPORT
OF THE FIRE DEPARTMENT for the year ending, December 3lst, 1961.
This being my eleventh and the fifty-second yearly report of the
paid fire department of the City of Mason City, Iowa.

This is also the seventeenth yearly report after changing
back to the Mayor-Council form of City Govermment.

This report will show as far as possible the record of operations,
alarms, valuations, insurance and losses on fires that were responded to
by this department during the year. The data herein contained
is almost entirely within the corporate limits of the City,
however township alarms and mutual agreement call will appear from time
to time in this report, Also my recommendations for the betterment
and improvement of the Department and fire service and the increasing
of its efficiency.

Any information pertaining to the Department desired by you
and not contained herein, will be supplied to you on request.

This report should be in your office at the end of the yeab, but due
to the amount of time needed by the Insurance Adjusters to adjust and
return a fire c¢laim this report usually runs a little late. All insured
losses herein are the true adjusted losses as received from the Insurance
Adjusters, no estimated losses are used for Department Records.

Respectfully submitted,

Q(WW

A,.Boyd Arnold,
Chief of Fire Department,
Mason City, Iowa.



PERSONNEL OF THE FIRE DEPARTMENT
YEAR ENDING, DECEMBER 31, 1961

Chief of Department ......ivcceceeccneess
Superintendént of Fire Prevention Bureau..
Captain of Fire Department ....ceesscesss
Lieutenant of Fire Department ...c.cecceee
Clerk of Fire Department .....cecevsecase
Firemen First Class ..cecvsvsccacscsssnss
Firemen Second Class eecescsencssssvssesse
Firemen Third Class .ueccesccencosrensoes

Probationw Fimm [ BN AN E R R RS AR R ER N EE NS

Totalallgrade’ [EXE R RN NS R AL LR EENE D]

Of the above Personnel, the following

special assignments are made

N N = M

25

39

Fire Alarm Operator, Firemen First Class....3

Drillmaster, Fire Inspector, Lieutenant ....l



NAME & RANK DATE OF APPOINTMENT TO RANK
CHIEF

Amold. A. BOYd -oo--ut-onooJuly 1.1928 oqo.an..-oonJune 4.1951
SUPERINTENDENT OF FIRE PREVENTION BUREAU

Schurtz, Harold E, sv.ccecesSeptember 1,1939 ..veeseessscdugust 16,1960
CAPTAINS

Piorce' CIifford Ja ..oaa.c.w 18'1928 -qoaoonc-tust 16,19"“"

Cunningham, John K, ...eee..danuary 20,1931 ....ceeecs...February 2,1952
LIEUTENANTS

HOBSB, Frank A‘ -----.......August 1'1930 ..1.........50pt0mber 1'1939

L‘uﬁr, Vineent Ao n...u...lp!'il 16,19""6 ............July 1,195"'

Ricﬂ. LO‘!].iS v. Jrc .-a..iil.Janw 1.19"? ........--..NOVmeer 1,195‘*

McDougle, Dwaine O, susseessduly 19,1946 ..ieceeeesscFebruary 1,1956

Blunt, Richard R, s.ecee..q.March 20,1948 .....se000e.February 1,1958

Holt' Jotln HC .....I.II...I.July 18.1% .I.........‘Febmm 1'1959

Marsh, Harold R. ..ceecessacOctober 23,1953 ..eevecees..August 16,1960
CLERK OF FIRE DEPARTMENT

Waller, Ray D. veveecncesessdanuary 10,1940 ............August  1,1946
FIREMAN FIRST CLASS

Amo:.d. Lym'l A, o----ooooooclumt 1.1935 ............Septombor16,1938

HOBSQ. Alfl‘ed B. uoa.oooo.cclpril 13'1936 .cooan-...n-m 16.1939

PO‘I’OI‘S, LQO HC .......-.....Docember 1.19%
Carroll, Jesse J, ..uvsoeas.September 1,1939
Gardinier, Lyle E. ,........September 1,1939
Fritz, Elmer J. .ee..sesee.s5eptember 1,1939

Berry, Walter M. .c.ceceeeeoodpril 16,1946
Cunningham, Warren H, ......April 16,1946
m”n' MikQ H. o.-------.o.-lprn 16.19“‘6

Allen, Dan N, .eseaveneeesscNovember 19,1946
Bender, John H., .ssv¢vesveess.dune 11951
Gerdes, Marvin R. seceseccssduly 16,1951
Luecht, Ralph R, .csveseses.November 1,1951
Briscoe, Bernard B. ,.......August 1,1952
Hartin, Donald O. «veees4q0.December 1.1952
Peterson, Marvin C, ........November 16,1953
Swanson, Charles F, ........November 1,1954
Dietz, Victor H. sseveeeesssDecember 11,1954

Hiokey. JmB JQ .o.o.oc.tntJuana l6l1955
HOOI‘Q, Lwell H. o-oo.-..-.-octdbe!' 1|1955
Madden, Thomas O. seceassso.dJanuary 1,1956

Van Horn, Ronald C. ...se.s.February 1,1956

Halvorson, Arlo D. .....e.e.dune 1,1956

Wedmore, Donald E, .........March 16,1957

Lofir.g' RObert PC Q....I.‘.DAPru 1'1959
FIREMAN SECOND CLASS

Johnson, James E. ..........August 16,1960

Shill, Charles H. ..........November 16,1960
SPECIAL ASSIGNMENTS

essssssseessFebruary 16,1940
..'.........Septemr 1.1%2
..---.-o....SthﬂﬂlbOl' 1.19“2
eesssssssscalebruary 1,1943

.."..-...‘.April 16'1%
.-...-......Decembe!' 26’194?
.-......-...Hﬂrch 8,1948
to.-qooa-...m 18'1%9
...-........Juna 1.1953
..o.-u.c.do-l}uly 16.1953
sssssssessss NOVember 1'1953
......-.....Auglist 1,195“

easssesessssDecember 1.195"
eesesessssssNOvember 16,1955
...-........November 1.19%
oc-tocu.--.omcmr 11.1956

S 16,1957
--o.......-.octdber 1'195?
eessssssssssdanuary 1,1958

a-too-co.on-Febnm 1,1958

.......-....Jum 1.1958
..-......-..lech 16'1959
--.--.......April 1.1%1
.oo.o.o.o.onhugust 16.1%1

.l.l....‘...Novmr 16'1961

Martin, Donald O. sseensesesFire Alarm Operator ..........September29,1960

Peterson, Marvin C. ........Fire Alarm Operator ..........August
Swa.nson' Charleﬂ Fo ......--Fire Alm omrator l..nttttcoJuly
Holt, John H., .e.veevcessseeFire Inspector & Drillmaster..August

2

31,1954
22,1959
1,1960



FIRE DEPARTMENT ROSTER
YEAR - 1961

NAME & TITLE ADDRESS TELEPHONE NUMBER

CHIEF

A.Boyd Arnold ......cevveeesess 2015-South Jeffersen Avenue .... GArden 4-2036

SUPERINTENDENT OF FIRE PREVENTION BUREAU
Harold E.Schurt2 ....sesseeeeess 2514-South Federal Avenue ...... GA

CAPTAINS
01iff01‘d J. Pierce I EE R R RN ZMth Stmt sm.lth E&Bt asseses
John K. Cunningham ......es00.. 670-9th Street South East ......

£E

LIEUTENANTS
M A.Heaﬂe SAS s Tl B ERSErRSE 1320—80uﬂ1 Pemsylvania A?Gmla .
Vincent A.Lauer ..:.icsvveeeeve 201-South Virginia Avenue ......
Louis V,Rice,Jr. sscevsaceessss 815-South Connecticut Avenue ...
m’ 0. HcDoll‘lﬂ se PR dssensnna 26-010"01. Lme [ E R R RN NN RN NN N
Richard R.Blunt .....ssevesve.. 821-South Carolina Place .......
JOhn H. HOlt assvassberassnascnne 2715-50uth JOffOI‘SOn AVGH‘I.IQ [N N
Harold R.Harah Gessssssnencanse 9"’3"141'-!1 streﬂt South East sesve

PERERRR

CLERK OF FIRE DEPARTMENT
Ru D.wallel' tenssevsbnasibanid 827‘9& Streﬁt NOrth E“t sPersen

£

FIREMAN FIRST CLASS
Lynn A,Arnold .eeveceacscsacess 213-5th Street North West ......
Almd B.HGBSO sesssravsssearne 221-3!'115‘[‘.!‘901’. Nortl) Hest saasss
Leo M. POWErs .eecececcssasaress 1504-South Kentucky Avenue .....
Jesse J, Carroll ....cveaceecses 1652-Hillcrest Drive .o.cveveeee
Lyle E.Gardinier ...ccccceeeeee 113=23rd Street South West .....
E].m'er J. Fritz AaesssvRsR TR SAS 109-15t}1 stmet North WOBt [ R RN ]
Walter M. Berry ..cececenceceecssa 15-19th Street South East ......
Warren H.Cunningham ........... 705-9th Street North West ......
Mike M, DOSEN ...cveecvscerssse O4B=South Polk Place .....cevues
Dan N. Allen ...cccccesccascses 2020-South Grover Avenue .......
John H. Bend&r CssssBERsseERLENS 23?'?& Stmt South E“t (X R R RN
Marvin R.Gerdes ....c.ccceeesees 1425-North Adams Avenue ........
Ralph R.Luecht ...cceceveececes 1442 North Jefferson Avenue ....
Bernafd B.Briscoe ....cceveeeee 939-15th Street North East .....
Donald O, Martin ....cceeseeees 665-15th Street South East .....
Marvin C, Peterson ....ceeececees 1213-6th Street South West .....
Charles F,S5wanson ,....eees-... 1050-6th Street South West .....
Victor H, Dietz .....ceveevsess 215-North Hampshire Avenue .....
James J, Hickey ecceceeecsess.. 128-26th Street South West .....
Lowell H, Moore ...cececsevesee 1204-South Rhode Island Avenue .
Thomas O, Madden ....cceevesecee 915-North Jefferson Avenue .....
Ronald C., Van HOrM seesecssenes 414-24th Street South West .....
Arlo D, Halvorson s.eececesenss 49-Sunny Circle sccecscsccccscss
Donald E.wedmom Basssessnsasen 120-llth Stvmt South West sevee
Robert P. Lofing ..eeeeesveesss 1408-North Pennsylvania Ave. ...

PREREPRRRRRRERERPRRRRERER

FIREMAN SECOND CLASS
Jms B. Johnaon LR N N N N R N R M-ljth stmgt south Ea’t L B
Charles H., Shill sessssnssanbee 8"’9-31'(1 Street South East ......

3

£e

3-6090

3-6528
3-7914

4-1405
3-0218
3-8495
4+3820
3-6907
3-7275
3-3502

3-8160

3-1447
3-2916
41224
4-1443
3-280%
b-1391
3-4881
3-4179
3-3708
3-9366
3-5239
37269
4-3966
3-3423
3-2777
3-4281
1407
4-1503
3-230
3-2905
3-3024
41014
4-2079
3-3781
1=3061

3-7252
3-2558



MASON CITY FIRE DEPARTMENT PERSONAL SERVICE TO DECEMBER 3lst,

RANK NAME DATE OF ENTRY
CHIEF A,Boyd Arnold July 1st,1928 33 Years
SUPT. OF FIRE PREVENT. Harold E.Schurtz September 1st,1939 el
CAPTAIN Clifford J, Pierce May 18th,1928 33 -
CAPTAIN John K.Cunningham January 20th,1931 <
LIEUTENANT Frank A,Hesse August 1st,1930 31 »
LIEUTENANT Vincent A,Lauer April  16th,1946 15 .
LIEUTENANT Louis V.Rice,Jr. January 1st,1947 15 g
LIEUTENANT Dwaine O, McDougle July 19th,1946 15 h
LIEUTENANT Richard R, Blunt March 20th,1948 13 »
LIEUTENANT John H, Holt July 18th,1946 &5
LIEUTENANT Harold R, Marsh October 23rd,1953 8 "
CLERK OF FIRE DEPART. Ray D,Waller January 10th,1940 21 =
FIREMAN FIRST CLASS Lynn A.Arnold August 1st,1935 26 i
FIREMAN FIRST CLASS Alfred B, Hesse April 13th,1936 25 .
FIREMAN FIRST CLASS Leo M, Powers December 1st,1936 25 .
FIREMAN FIRST CLASS Jesse J, Carroll September 1lst,1939 22 "
FIREMAN FIRST CLASS Lyle E,Gardinier September 1st,1939 22 L
FIREMAN FIRST CLASS Elmer J,Fritz September 1st,1939 22 .
FIREMAN FIRST CLASS Walter M. Berry April 16th,1946 15 "
FIREMAN FIRST CLASS Warren H. Cunningham April 16th,1946 15 .
FIREMAN FIRST CLASS Mike M, Dosen April 16th,1946 15 P
FIREMAN FIRST CLASS Dan N. Allen November 19th,1946 15 g
FIREMAN FIRST CLASS John H, Bender June 1st,1951 10 "
FIREMAN FIRST CLASS Marvin R,Gerdes July 16th,1951 10 <}
FIREMAN FIRST CLASS Ralph R. Luecht November 1st,1951 10 "
FIREMAN FIRST CLASS Bernard B, Briscoe Auvgust 1st,1952 9 i
FIREMAN FIRST CLASS Donald O, Martin December 1st,1952 9 L
FIREMAN FIRST CLASS Marvin C, Peterson November 16th,1953 8 »
FIREMAN FIRST CLASS Charles F, Swanson November 1st,1954 7 "
FIREMAN FIRST CLASS Victor H, Dietz December 11th,1954 7 "
FIREMAN FIRST CLASS James J. Hickey June 16th,1955 6 "
FIREMAN FIRST CLASS Lowell H, Moore October 1st,1955 6 "
FIREMAN FIRST CLASS Thomas O,Madden January 1st,1956 6 "
FIREMAN FIRST CLASS Ronald C, Van Horn February 1st,1956 S A

L

6 Months
u U]
? n
11 .
5 n
8 n
0 n
5 "
9 "
5 "
2 "
1_1 fn

-

1961
TOTAL SERVICE TO DEC

HOoOwOAONMHFMFUOLWMMWMIHFOOODFE&FFH OWn

0
0

13
11

0
15
0
12
11
13
8

1

days

32 % 3 3 8 2 3 = =



PERSONAL SERVICE TO DECEMBER 31st, 1961
continued
RANK NAME DATE OF ENTRY TOTAL SERVICE TO DECEMBER 31st,1961
FIREMAN FIRST CLASS Arlo D, Halvorson June 1st,1956 5 Years 7 Months 0 Days
FIREMAN FIRST CLASS Donald E, Wedmore March 16th,1957 L " 9 n 15 *
FIREMAN FIRST CLASS Robert P, Lofing April 1st,1959 2 v 9 " o "
FIREMAN SECOND CLASS James E, Johnson August 16th,1960 1 r 4 . 15 ¢»
FIREMAN SECOND CLASS Charles H,Shill November 16th,1966 L ) | " B L, YR
AVERAGE YEARS EXPERIENCE FOR MEMBERS 15 YEARS
AVERAGE _ AGE OF MEMBERS 40 YEARS
MEMBERSHIP ON PENSION AND RETIREMENT LIST
DATE OF PENSION RANK HELD AT NAME AMOUNT OF PERSION PER MONTH
OR RETIREMENT TIME OF RETIREMENT
February 18th, 1943 Lieutenant Earl W, Barker $ 80,00 Per Month
March 1lst, 1943 Fireman First Class August C, May $ 75.00 . .
December  4th, 1943 Chief Daniel H, Shire $135.00 " "
Auvgust 1st, 1950 Fireman First Class Leo D, King $116,25 " "
February 1st, 1952 Captain Thomas M, Keenan $141.25 " "
June 1st, 1952 Widow of Fireman First Class Mrs Raymond Goudreau $ 75.00 : -~
October 27th, 1953 Fireman First Class Douglas C, Fields $150.00 " "
August 1st, 1954 Widow of Lieutenant Mrs Fred E, Moore $135,78 L .
October 1st, 1954 Fireman First Class William P,McGrath $131.51 " "
October 1st, 1954 Lieutenant Marvin A.Lauen $135.84 " "
October  1st, 1954 Lieutenant Martin J,Faktor,dr, $160,00 " "
January 30th, 1956 Lieutenant Harold H,Hutchisen $177.50 . »
August 1st, 1961 Fireman First Class Fredrick O, Grelk $166,00 . "
September 1lst, 1956 Widow of Chief Mrs James Kelley $ 98.75 » "
March 1st, 1958 Widow of Lieutenant Mrs Lester I, Dutcher $ 75.00 v .



MASON CITY FIRE DEPARTMENT

George E. Mendon
Mayor

A, Boyd Arnold
Chief of Department

Harold E,Schurtz

John H. Holt

Supt. of Fire Prevention Bureau Drillmaster & Inspector

Ray D, Waller
Clerk of Fire Department

FIRE ALARM OPERATORS
Donald O, Martin Marvin C, Peterson
HEADQUARTERS

SALVAGE Co, No.l
Louls VoRIon,I0 ssesssacessoses LERULONEAE oxsesavanssece
Vi.ctor H. Di't‘ BAacssssesnenssssne Dl‘iver Beessessssesscasa
Rourt P.Ioring LA R E RN ERENRENENNENRSE] salvm SAab e PABRsERNERDS
Thomas O.Madden ...cecescecccses SALVAZEMAN cevveecrocsene

FIRST BATTALION

QUAD, Co. No.l
Clifford J. Pleroe ..cccesceacsose Captain svsasvsvenranna
Harold R. Marsh .....cc0v000vs00. Lieutenant ,uceceeeassss
Leo M, POWers «.ceccsccccccscsccese Driver cccccvcccccaccs
Mike M, DOBONl covncnvosanssnrecs LAAAOTMAR NOLl coeescccos
Dan N. Allan Asepessssansdeseanae memn NO.Z sspsssnnns
Marvin R,Gerdes sceecvvecsscessss Ladderman No.3 ssveevsese
mter H- BOI"!‘T tEsRRsERATIRLIERERES Plumn Tasesrsensssen
Donald E, WedmoOre ...cecceescscnscce Pimn sevssssvsnnnee

ENGINE Co, No. 2
Dwaine O.McDougle .....cveesesess Lieutenant ..ccveeceees.
Ly].e E.Gardiniar Sssessesnsseanaass Driver ssvtssensnssssne
James E. JODNBON sssssssosssnsvases Pluman sssesevsensane
Blnmy 3, PRILR coscncavescsnsnasone plm sssssssnsssnes

Charles F.Swanson

SECOND BATTALION

Richard R.Blunt
James J. Hickey
Bernard B.Briscoe
Arlo D,Halvorson

John K,Cunningham
Vincent A,Lauer
Lynn A.Arnold
Jesse J.Carroll
Ralph R.Luecht
Charles H. Shill
Lowell H, Moore
Ronald C,Van Horn

Frank A, Hesse
Alfred B,Hesse
Warren H,Cunningham
JOhn Ho Bgmer



FIRST BATTALION

MAYOR

COUNCIL COMMITTEE IN
CHARGE OF PUBLIC SAFETY

FIRE CHIEF

i

SLLYVAGE CO. No.l

1

QUAD, CO. No.l

-
|

ENCINE CO. No.2

|

ENGINE CO. No.l
(Country Calls)

ENGINE CO. No.3

AERIAL CO., No.l
(In Reserve)

CIVIL DEFENSE AND
EMERGENCY  UNITS

FIRE ALARM OFFICE

SECOND BATTALION

FIRE

PREVENTION

SALVAGE CO.No.l

[

CHIEF'S CAR

QUAD. CO. No.l

FIRE

DEPARTMENT

ORGANIZATION

1l

- R

ENGINE CO. No.2

ENGINE CO. No.,l
(Country Calls)

ENGINE CO. No.3
(In Reserve)

T~ AERIALCO. WNo.I |

(In Reserve)

"

CIVIL DEFENSE AND
EMERGENCY UNITS




MASON CITY FIRE DEPARTMENT YEARLY REPORT
FOR THE YEAR ENDING, December 31lst,1961

ACTIVITIES OF THE FIRE PREVENTION BUREAU

The Fire Prevention Bureau was organized on September 1,1937 by City
ordinance. On August 16th,1960 Harold E. Schurtz was appointed to head the
Bureau as Superintendent, He had be active in the Bureau since November 1,1954
On August 1,1960 Lieutenant John H, Holt was transfered from the Fire Fighting
force to be Drillmaster two days per week, with the rest of the week to be
assistant to Superintendent Schurtz in the Bureau.

The Fire Prevention Bureau made or supervised a total of 3787 inspections
this year. Special effort was put forth at the Holiday Season for the protection
of life and property in the business district, Many hazards were removed or
remedied due to the work of the Fire Prevention Bureau. The Bureau also carried
on a year around program of Fire Prevention with special emphasis during
Fire Prevention Week, The Bureau investigated most fires of undetermined
and all fires of mysterious origin, also all false alarms.

BUREAU ACTIVITIES

Regular inspections ...... e R RN crsssssy O3
Rainsmction’ SsresdesssasssessdsrsRssnransTe . 25?
Special inspections ec.ccecesencscsncens esspan SO
BOUAL o oniivns s v snanhnshensie s bbaiemessnneiesse 1,468

Commercial inspections .......cseccecesesseaes 509
Industrial inspections ....eeeececccccnsccsens 76
Warehouse inspections ...ceccccccccrcesscccees 34
Wholesale inspections ......cscceccecceccncess 19
Apartment ingpections s.ceccceccssesccrsceesse 82
Hotal inamctim (R RN EE N R TN RSN N RN NN 30
Ho’pital inamctiona LR N N NN E R RN N ENEEEEEENNBNE] B
Nursing home inspections ......ececeeeccecsess 101
matm mmctiom [N N N N I I O 6
Sohml insmctiom LA E R AR BN R R EENENEZ-SNSEEJEEENEJEEZSEH}N] ?9
CRUPOR INBDOCLIONS 4 sascesvassnsscssvesssooras 58
Paint spray booths inspected ...cccecosscceces 31
Fire escape inspections ...cccecsvccescvecccas ;
Garage inspections ...eeceecesescssecsssesccne L2
Gasoline & 0il Bulk Plant inspections ........ 67
Gasoline & Fuel 0il Tank Installations ....... 18
Miscellaneous inspections ,...e.eeeeecevscsses 306
Total FE R B I B B B O B B O B SR B N R NI N I R 1.%8

FIRE DEPARTMENT INSPECTIONS
FIRST BATTALION SECOND BATTALION DEPARTMENT

Fire Salvage Fire Salvage Fire Salvage
Probationary Firemen  _ o g == —id
Fireman 3rd Class 2 T 32 8 o4 —22
Fireman 2nd Class 38 ) o - L .50 vl
Fireman 1st Class S5 161 339 126 8% 202
Officers 133 b 114 0 _2u? 24
Special _106 9 S 5 5] et
TOTAL 905 )} 184 1396 k36

- R




Fireman 2nd Class
Fireman lst Class

Officers
TOTAL

Total All Inspections ...

BUREAU OF FIRE PREVENTION
-continued-
SOUTH STATION

FIRST BATTALION SECOND BATTALION
Fire Salvage Fire Salvage
i S e o
A33 e 230 A
SR T —
172 L _295 -

Permits Issued ....

Complaints

Complaints Referred To.

Conditions Found

Obstructions Found

Electric Wiring

Notices Served

L B L B B B B B L L L o

DEPARTMENT

Fire

5 ks ks b

Salvage

Bu.l.“ni!lg‘ Permits LR I A B R B B B A B N A B 1'#50
Oznupational seceesceces Ceerveasassansssse sl 21
Complaints received and investigated ......... 4
Complaints not justified s.eveceveccesccccncaes 2
Corrected
Building Department.....cceccccecccvcaccss 2 <oee 2
Electrical Department .....ceeceecsceccess 22 seee 20
Police Court I E R R E N ERETEREERENNENENBEMNIMNEZMNJNIENBRE-SN:NN] 2 asee 2
Pllmbing mmmnt [ EE R R R R ENF T EEE N ERENENEEER] 1 *aaee 1
Removed
Waste materials not properly handled .... 51 .eeo 51
Rubbish Found SersssreRsdsResRaEnEBRERER 2“’ esns 22
Combustibles too close to heat source ... B8 .... 8
Extingui-‘ihers outdated SesssssansseNBeRERS ?5 ssaa ?2
Misuse of INCANOPALOrE .essesconcsesscsane I sves 3
Flammable Liquids in violation ....ceceeee 39 o.ae 20
Removed
Fira Esca‘ms L BN B I I N A B O L 3 esee 3
H-allwa-ys IE RN ERE NS EEREENENEEREENNER-ESRHEIEHMNRIENRIEMNR-E-S:EN:RH:E ] 1 LR N 3 1
Ents CR W B BB BN N N N B BN B N B B RN BN BN NN N 16 [ NN ] 16
Corrected
Exit lights out or not properly marked .. 21 .,... 21
Exit doors found locked c.eeccecvcceceaces & saee &
Exit doors out of order ..cseecessssseins 3 seee 3
Removed
Drop oords $n wiolation ..ccecsceccsccssse 17 saces 1%
Bad electric wiring found ......... susass 20 eern 7
Written notices served .ececececessescess 266
Compliance with correction orders ......., 238
Orders pending 12/31/61 ceeveveccccenceas 28

OTHER ACTIVITIES OF BUREAU

Three Polic Court cases, Convictions on all three cases,

9

One violation of State Law, Information filed with County Attorney,
Compliance received,

Thirty-Six(36) investigations of fires condubted. 28 causes established.

One dangerous condition of flammable liquid in city sewers investigated &
source established, controls set up to prevent any future occurrances,

Ordered removal of illegal installed underground gasoline tank, tank
removed & tested & re-installed.



6.
?.

8-
9.

10,

11.

12,

13.
14,

15,

16,

17.
18.

19,
20,

21.
22.

23.
24,

25.

26,

27.
28,

29.

30,

3l.

ACTIVITIES OF BUREAU - continued
Supervised removal of leaking underground gasoline tank,

Complete recovery of underground gasoline spill & started proceedure to put
recovery area back to normal,

Investigation of cause of an explosion in a building, Cause established.
Investigation of cause of death by Carbon-monoxide, Appeared to be a faulty gas
burning space heater, Observed tests made on heater by Dr Arnold of I.S,U.

One Arson investigation conducted & conviction on Attempt to defraud received
by party setting the fire, Sentenced to 5 years in Womans Reformitory,
paroled to State Parole Board for 2 years.

Assisted Deputy Fire Marshall on Arson investigation., Fire occured outside of
Mason City but suspects residence, Mason City,Iowa,

Bureau conducted one (1) thirty (30)minute program on School Fire Safety on T.V.
Bureau conducted one (1) fifteen (15)minute radio program on fire prevention

Constructed three (3) Fire Prevention Week displays & set same up for
Fire Prevention Week,

Conductéd twenty six (26) programs on Fire Prevention in the Schools.
These programs reached 3291 students & teachers.

Conducted thre (3) Fire Prevention & Extinguisher schools in Industries,
Assisted in developing Disaster Flans for Mercy & Park Hospitals,
Conducted four (4) Baby setting classes in conjunction with the Red Cross.
Supervised repair & extension of two (2) fire escapes.

Supervised installation of one (1) sprinkler system in a school building
and the alarm into the Fire Department Alarm Office,

Completed Radio~Active Isotope file on all Isotopes used in Mason City.

Seventy(70) First-Aid Fire Extinguishers ordered to be provided in various
industries, businesses & schools., Seventy (70) provided.

Checked plans for one (1) new Nursing Home and two (2) school remodeling jobs.

One (1) Conference held for all school Superintendents of Cerro Gordo, and
Worth Countys and New Regulations for Schools, This also included Board
members, 57 present,

Fire Safety Survey made of all Schools in Mason City. This survey set out
all the nescessary work to be done in each building to conform to the State
Code on Schools, to be completed by 1965. This survey was developed in the
form of a work order on each individual building, This survey was placed in
the hands of the Board of Education of the Public Schools & the Parochial
Schools.

All Flammable Liquid Bulk plants were checked on conformance to State Code.
Eighteen (18) orders issued to bring all plants up to State Code,

One (1) specifications given for new Fire Escape from an Industrial Plant,

Nine (9) Schools conducted by Bureau Superintendent in Basic Firemanship for
Volunteer Fire Departments, These were eighteen (18) hour courses. These
courses were conducted on off time,

Two (2) Patient Evacuation Schools were conducted by the Bureau. These
reached approximately 300 Persons.,

The Fire Prevention Ordiance was re-written and brought up to date,this is in
the hands of the City Attorney & will be placed before the Council for
approval in 1962.

A new system of leaving a written inspection order at every place where a
violation was noted was started in 1961. This has proved to be the very
definite method of getting compliances as the Yearly Report will show.
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FIRE OPERATION REPORT IN TOWNSHIP &
FOR THE YEAR ENDING DECEMBER 31, 1961 CITY MUTUAL AID

3 e e 2 e o e e o ok o ofe ok ke sk o 3 o e o ok e ok e ok o ok o e s e o ol o 3 o o e ok e ok o ofe ok e o e e ok o o e ol o ook e ok e e o e e e ol e ol e e o ofe e e R o ok

recaivad YOrbal ...scevessnessaneseessssenv
received by Poliod ..sscevcncsrsssrsrecssese
received on Notifier Alarm Panel ....ceeees
received by Fire BoX .cocsarvassscsscscasie

Alarms
4larms
Alarms

Alarms

24
55
21

0

aFsneswean

(AR R R RN R ]

sessRsasan

Alarms received Sprinkler B 8 espsssiis
Alarms received over Telephone &3-2145 Or GAB-ZI% 34 svrsvessse
Alarms received over GA 3-3124 OVerflow ..eecaeess 59 eocessase
Alarms received over Fire Phone number GA 3-3124 . 280 ...eeeees

Tota.l Alm responded tﬁinl%l ssessssasensnens
Alm I‘OCBiVGd false PeesrEPNSOENEREDNSPERdRAERERERS
Alams mceived in mem'.........'...'.........
Alarms received in the PM ..ccecscccsosscscensesss

FIRE DATA

Miles traveled t0 2larms ..ceevccscosccascscssoses
Hours work&d at alams RN BN NN N NN NN ENERERENNENERESENNNE]
Number of Firemen responding to alarms c..ecececcse
Number of times pumps operated for booster .......
Number of times pumps operated for hose lines ....
Portabla plmp owrat’ed LE R N BN ENENRENESREHESENENREHNIEBNE®E SN ]
3 - InCh Hose Uaed I N NN Feet
23 - InCh HOBQ Used SsesssnssessasPitsensanan Feet
1 - InCh Hosa USQd TR R s Feet
Booster Hose Used .ccsecscssssssssasncsssvens FOBE

Boosater Tanks Used ...issiessnsssarsrssonse GRILON
Hand Pumps Used ..evcecccceccsacracancasnse Gallon
mders Us” [EREE NN NE RNNNNEN NIENRNENEENRNENRERJMNENRENSNN] Feet
Mranta L E R R EEREEENEENENEENENRENEERERNERENERNBEESRE-NSHERINE:S®SRHEN.]
All-Service Gas Masks Used ,.eveass B T T e
Chemox MasKs .cosuscsoesssnvosss SR olaiea
Scott Air Pac Masks :15 Minute .seecsavccscsoscosne
Scott Air Pac Masks :30 Minute seccceccccsscscsss
E & J Resuscitator and Inhalator Used s...cecveenas
Boat Used LR B B B B B B I B B BB I I B LB B B B )
Light Generator Useld c.cissesscessssavnssssnsvense
250 Watt Light Used ccsvssscaissvisesonsnsonsssess
500 Watt Light Used 4sracssevs eI RsETETERBERERRRD R
smOke Ejector Usﬂd Bessses NN EssstesNERRIRLIEDRARORSES
5 1b. Dry Powder Extinguisher Used ....eocceeessee
30 1b. Dry Powder Extinguiﬂhﬁr Used Srssssnserasny
Fires out on arrival Sesssssansssn Sessnsess e ene

TYPE OF BUILDING FIRE OCCURRED

Brickmstom Buildings IR RN NN E N RN N NN N R
Iron Clm Buildin-ga (I EE R B R R R E NN RN RN N RN ENEENEEENENNEN]
Stucco and Brick Veneer Buildings ecsvecceccccccese
Fram Buildinga IEE R ERNEEEENEEENENEENNENENRNEE-RJESENEERNRZENN]
Concrete Block Buj.lding asessessssssasenssnnasnee
Buildings not classified abOVe ..ccccssccscssnssar
In Automoblles and TIUCKSE seesesscascesasnenssniss
ot-h.erthanBuilding Fima LR N N B N N BN N ]

EXTENT OF FIRES IN 1961
Confined to Point of OPrAgin cscecessssessssssssvsns
Contined 6 Rooll of OFAZIN sisvssevassasansssasass
Confined to Floor of Origin sissseninnansaosnsssss
Confined to Building seececssvesscssssscccanscncss
b 8

477

7
153
324

92
219:33
2,648
106

6

0

850
2,850
1,150
22,200
9[060
167.5
1,249
14

o

g-F‘S g-&‘\.ﬁ oo FIONO

IN

LR R R RN RN

LA R B N R 2 ¥ J

LB R = A N N BN ]

n
H%PQNOQNHQ

19
15

.--.o-..cB??l?

as s s

L N R

[ E RN N R NN ]

[EE RS R EREE ]

[ E RN N NN N

Svmssrasy

L B

147
18
0

2

0

0
450

ssmensse 4,650
IEE R R RS 6,2?5

LE AR N SR
LR A E R NN
(R RN N N
eessvevay
as st ensan
L B B N
(RN R NN NN
Ssabsmrn
&sasavenn
"aeRtansena
L L B L L
aessrsen
LB B
LR B
LR A B R N

L L RN

sS4 s ey

sSesesas

L N B R

LR B R

a8 sssanen

LR R E B B B BN

LR R N B N E SN

L N

Sssansuns

L L B L

L R N N

20
28
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FIRE OPERATION REPORT
-continued-

VALUES AND LOSSES

Tom valne of Buildings .................‘.....s
Total Valua- of CONtonle cecesassoarsseseninnsoes
Total Value of all Property involved by Fire ...$

Total Insurance on Buildings involved by Fire ..$
Total Insurance on Contents involved by Fire .,.
Total Insurance on Property involved by Fire ,..$

Total Insurance Loss on Building .eeeeeeccecccsed
Total Insurance Loss on Contents ...cceccccccoss
Total Insurance Loss for Year 1961 .....cecseeeed

Total Loss Insured and Uninsured on buildings ..$
Total Loss Insured and Uninsured on Contents ...
Total Loss Insured and Uninsured for Year 1961 .$

1,971,051,00
1,306,602.,00
3,277,653.00

1,692,420,00
1,047,130.00
2,739,550,00

25,001,39
6.115.?7
31,117.16

25,877.89
6,757.77
32,635.66

LOSS PER FIRE

NO LOSB A A AR AR RS AR S A AR R R R R RSN E T RN R R RS N RN R A NN

ha’ Ms 5.m LA R R R R E NN ENEE RSN R R R R EEEE NN ERENENNENENNEREJN]
Less mms 500,00 crvrovenessvssssansossvesosssnssrssesesss
Less Than $ 1.00'0-00 sesevescsessessRessssaRoseRNRNRRELBAS
Less Than $ 5,000-00 R ey
Less Than $ 1 .000.00 S PSSRSO P NI IRNSINRRPORETIRBBRERIRER
Over $ 10'000.00 9908290000000 00008ssERssePRIIRRERIRERRRSES

PERSONS KILLED AND INJURED
DUE TO FIRE
1961

Firemen Killed During the YOAr .cssesesccsceossssessssssess
Firemen Injurﬁd Dl.lring NS JORY sescscvensssesssossssssnes
Civilians Killed During the Year CsedEssssssesnssanesnsnrnS
Civilians Injured During the Year c.cccsvveccceccocecasace

SALVAGE WORK
At Fma L R e N R TN
salvage covem Uaed LE R RN E SRR RS S BN E R R N R RS AN LENE SRR NN
Other M Fi!‘ﬁ er e s eresN s NI rIRIALIRRERRERROERRRSNERRSS
S&l?&ge COVB!‘B UM IR R N Y R R N

COMPARISON OF LOSSES
LOS! FOI‘ 1%’0 N N N T R SN R A N N RN R N R RN s
LOS! FOI‘ 1%1 RN R R N NN RN s

12

(]
o
N

WMo wo

159
16
215
?
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CAUSES OF FIRES
YEAR - 1961
Backfire through Carburatolr ..sseccsscdosnsasens Ty R URNE PR .

Bonfire mistaken for building fire .....ccccescescccccsassasscns >
Burning insulation off wire mistaken to be garage on fire ....e..

Bm mint off hou” L B R NN RN RS RN EEREEES RN Teasreaw

I S

Burning rubbish no permit ...ceeceencicovcncnessccsnceccasne cissen

W

CONAIng cisassisvvonvarnasissionsisnsiaraibiverbsrciessocsessses
Canvass bag caught fire from manifold of CAr ...cccececscscennses .
Child playing with cigarette lighter .c.cevececcrcescoacsscassssss
Children playing with matches ..eeeesessececvscsacesscasssvesenes 12
CIPaTBttag «osicanssnosnsniow e N AP G RR

Christmas trees to be used in the "burning of the Greens" premature
ignited by unknown Party ceeccecscecccccccsscscsevcsccce

= -

Clothing hung to dry too close to space heater ....cciccececcccss
Defective brake on auto caught fire ....ccececccecrecsccscscssass
Pefective electric toaSter ..cececccecscssscecocassascasonssnsens
Defective switch on deep fat LIYAY .ccesvcsccsossaressssnassncens
Defective valve on L. P, TOrch scceccocccrscanccsccssnosscscscsse
Defoctive WArINng sccecencosnsncsccecacsonssncssescessssncevsosone
Escaping natural gas ignited by pilot 1light sicevesssecscssarsose
Fire in car after rear end collision .eseeseses cssessssssssassane
Flame from pIusbers tOFEh veccsnorsscsnsscscsnsassnossssnsosossss
Flame from rodd flare ..ceccecesscsncsassscvsessascnsssnsosssnsss
Flame from water heater set fire to paper under same ....ccceceves
Flame from welding torch .cccccsccscscescscscsvoccsscanscescssasss
Friction caused by belt slipping on pulley set fire to belt ,....
Fumes from formica cement ignited by pilot light on stove ,......
Fumes from gasoline ignited by gas DUrner ......essvesscsccccnnas
Fumes from gasoline ignited by space heater ...eseeccccccesssnnss
Fumes from gasoline ignited by pilot light of water heater ......
Fumes from hexane gas ignited by pilot light of water heater ....

Gas QXPIOSion I E R R RN R R N R R RN NN NN

e e T I e S e e S I N S S S S S S

Gasoline used to clean motor of washing machine ...eceececsvcesve

-
o

Gasoline on Not MOLOr ccssasacsssnnnsissassnsnsssssensssassssisus
Grass five spread to oorh FLOM Ceivecisinnsisnenssrasysessaes vin e
Grease in pan on stove caught on fire from overheating ...ccesese
Heat from clothes dryer set fire to hamper ......cocecesvseseccsa
Hot ashes set fire to waste material s...ceceeccocsscvavsncsccans

O W

Hot box: on TATIroad DOX (CAT. &5t rarmtiis sares it icesoteistans
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CAUSES OF FIRES
-continued-
ENCARBRIMDY v .00 e wvimosn it b bocns a0 5o R R A A O 0 0 023 0 9 0 B
Natural gas from broken flexible connector ignited by pilot light..
0il from air cleaner ignited when spilled on hot motor ....eeesenes
Overheated broiler set meat on fire .....veeccensaces sesasssassnses
Overhaateod LIy PON ccsssssvisssvadssnssistsnsssensscaass sessss Neee
Overbsated grease 1N DPrOLleD .icnssonsisesnnsasonsssvrasssscshsses .
Overheated Ereass AN OVONl ,...ssvserssrssssscartsssssrasssssssassea
Overheated grease under grill on fire ...c.cccceceeccas e sees
Overheated kerosene stove too close to dide of building ...eeccesecs
Overheated motor on refrigerator ....cceececsssscsssassccssesssnns .
Overheated motor set fire to vent system .......ccce.. cassssssssess
Overheated tar Kettle ,.c.cccseescctscesssccerctasescocrsarcercsocnnse

Railroad fusee set fire to grass L U B B B I L L B B L B

Reflection of sun shining on mirror in show Window ....eesvesecaces
Reflection of sun shining through glass jug of water ...ecsesscscee
Road flm tipmd over LR O B O B B B BB B N B I R RN B I R AN I NN B B

RElcAINALe . sonsasvanssannipsssicsnosssennsesssanistsssssessssssisese
Bubbish £ire ol OF (oML s ciinstsne Benthesnansasosesssesssson
Rubblsh £ire 00 DRAY TV S itihanetnmmasnonostessssnnssoeneesensss
Rubbish fire unattendsd cccessssssecsccscsnssisasssosssssssccnsasss
Rubbish too close to 0il heater ..cccecsscacsscsrsssososcassnrsoassve
Rug laying on hot manifold of car caught on fire ...ccecsecevsecece
Short in Jight fIXTe Jiicsiivssesscssnnnssshassansimivas shsivease
ShOIt 11 NOOI BIEN Sascesnsnevansariedssstlisraanestaeusvevenrnsseas

ShoYt In VAPINE isscsriinssssenaisarsasssreancesasesenessaisopeses
OMORITIE DIV DO 0000 0000 00059 00 0 i B T 9000 07 o .
Spiirke ‘from INCINBPELOY cevssvssersscasssessssvinssesssessons P
Sparks from metal CULEINE BN csissssanseassussesessvasnavesssoass
Sparks from rubbish fire ......... AT Se st SR e R AT
Static spark set fire to gasoline ,....... essessssssessennesvsess .o
Transformer on T.V. shorted out, started fire ...... O T
Undetammined .. csssvvasvovasnansessussssenave sesEeee e cessssssca .
UNKNOWA seesssscosssansassavssssnss senees sesssssssceve vassssssssses
Using match for light in garage ....coeeeveceees T T LR A
14

H FE R F WO DDEFMEPMMMBRDHEFEFEFERFER

[
N

10

1
30
1
1



KIND OF PROPERTY FIRE OCCURRED
IN YEAR 1961

Apartmant Duildings ..esiscesssesscinrsenss o 6B A
Apartment above store buildings ..cvesessessesscccscsncsas
Automoblles & Trucks wsssesasnsassonvensnassasevesansssens
A.ming 88 S S sNssIAeET Al s Rt sl ENNSeRRIRRARESRERERERREERS are
Bam & Private Ga.rage cmbined I EE RS RN AR NN RN REERERERENREE N
Beauty ’hop L N N N I A B L B B R T L R B A I R BB
cafe LR B N R NN E NN NN RN RN RN EEE RN NN E RN RN ENEREERRERRE.S
clw leer Haclline L B B AR B B B B B B R IR R B B
clubaom L R W BN AR RN B R W B A N B R R B B R I B R R B A L
Driﬁ mk Packaging let (R A R R N N R R R R R R T NN NN
DW CIQanerB Plarlt LN RN R RN NIRRT NN EEEENEEENREENRSEENEE}N]

Ml—l A" ae e I.l......-.....llll......‘..‘l.l.‘....l...I.
Mlling&offiCB LA RN E EEENENEEEERNEEEENERENERSERESERE-NES-EZSERENENES
Pamm TrACLOY savsssvannesnssians e T G Ty T
Fence. & Construction Material ..csensencsssvsvessnessersan
FOM Store ' EE RN EE N E N EY TN RN A I N I N A I A B A B I
G:-ft Shop 8 8 8 A S AR SE ST RS SEE RS ERE SRR E e EEas

Grass, leaves, brush & rubbish c.cceeececrcccesscsccsnsane
Grocery Store ..iiiesiascsnersssiasselensbsensthonseensecas
B-Qtel R R R N N N N TN
Iron worka SR AT A G PRE ST RE AP AT AR R AR A
Lom office LRI A N O O B O B A B B N R R BB R A B
mtorcycle B PRSP EAREE P EA S ARE SRR AT AT Y e
mrsim hom (R N R RN N R N N RN RN RN ENEE SRR RN RN
Ofﬂce building [ EE RN ERNEEERENNEEENRER RN NI N RN R RN NN N NRNENS]
Office&storqe Bundim [ AR RN EEFEEE RN NEENENRENRNER-EJNERZER:S] .. ae
mmm‘ BRSNS SRR AR Y AR TR RS AR A
printi.rlg & Offica supply co. LR N N R NN R NN NE NN R RN NN
Privau Garage LR B B B BB I O B B R R O U B N B B BB B A A
Miator remir Bhop (AN EEE NN ENEENNEENNENEEEENEFEENENRENRRERENENNE]
Mo& TOVQ Studio L L B B BB BB BN B N B R B BN B BRI BB
Railread car 4 880 AR AN TR AE SR AR AR S AR R
Rommricada LE RN EREE NN N N RN R R RN R YN NEENENNERENENRENEREN]
Rm Flm IR B E R EEEESE RN EEEE R RSN R E R ENEEEENRNERERIMENREHS:EEERESED:.)]
Rock Grimim Hill AT RE RSN AR AR AR AT AP Y e
Roomj.ng Houae SIS AN SA A ERANEES ISR EeTERNBRERRRERERRES
Sohool [ BN RN EE R RN N EENENENN RS RN RS EEENENEERERE ENRENNENENEREJMNZESEIESNEEN}N]
Sevvioe SEEEAON iscnansyuncensbsansassassrsssinesssasssues
Storage ahed (A EEEREE RN EEREEEEEEEENEERERENRMERERBERER-E-REEER-NESEBERS]
st’raw I B RN R N R R R R R R R A R R R N R A R N AR ]

Tar Kettle (R R LN B A L A A R R R R R N R
Telemona PO]-e R N N N N N N e R AN R
Tent&Aﬂ'niJlg CO- L N N N R NN AN

Tree (B RN E A NN SN EEENENNEE RN ERENEREEREBENERENEREMNNEENENEBNENEENENREE}N ]
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EMERGENCY FIRST AID AND INJURIES TO CIVILIANS

January 22nd

February 8th

April 5th

29th

26th

July 24th

September lst

September 1l4th

7:23 AM Emergency call to 26 Clover Lane for resuscitator.
Bruce Allen McDougle age 2-months apparently not breathing
Father Dwaine McDougle had started mouth to mouth resuscit-
ation on child before arrival of Department. Used E & J
resuscitator for about 5 minutes, also used resuscitube in
month to mouth resuscitation, Child was pronounced dead by
Dr Brown, Family physician, Cause of death coroners statement
child died from Over-whelming pneumonia.

1:52 PM Call to 1626% North Pennsylvania Avenue, Call was
for Mrs Alex Romig Age 78, apparently had a heart attack,
was given oxygen for about 20 minutes, Dr Chang was called
by family, arrived and had Mrs Romig taken to Mercy Hospital
by Snells ambulance, Recovered,

6:55 PM Ferne Miller age 70 was burned on calf of right leg,
at fire in davenport in his residence at 6153 South Jackson
Avenue, Taken to Park Hospital by Police and treated for
3rd degree burns,

1:12 PM Mrs Charles DeRock age 74 of 1503 South Kentucky
Avenue, found by son badly burned over most of body, Had
already been taken to Mercy Hospital before arrival of
Department, Investigation conducted by Fire Prevention Bureau
and Chief, Very little fire had been on the premises, Parts
of Mrs DeRock's clothing was found scattered in basement

and first floor, one chair bottom partly burned, Unable to
determine cause of fire. Mrs DeRock died same day.

11:37 AM Charles Gaswint age 60 owner and operator of the
Mason City Tent and Awning burned on left arm in flash fire
in basement. Fumes from hexane gas coming from open sewer
was ignited by pilot of water heater. Hexane gas was traced
to one of the City's Manufacturing Plants, Gaswint was
taken to hospital treated and released,

10:14 AM R.L.Gripp age 46 Owner of North Iowa Oil Co.
Pumping gasoline and water from tank into barrel at 818%
South President Avenue, Flash fire occurred from static spark.
Gripp taken to Mercy Hospital by Chief Arnold, He had 3rd
degree bumns on left arm and 1st degree burns on ears and
back. Recovered,

6:53 PM 520-21st Street South East. Terry Lynn Russel age 15
months, fell and hit her chin, passed out for short time.upon
arrival of Department, appeared to be OK and back to normal.

10:12 AM Call to 708-16th Street South East, Henry Scholl age
30 of 130-28th Street South West, Buried in sewer ditch cave-
in while working on same, Used resuscitator until Scholl was
pronounced dead by 2{ Christopherson, coroner,
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EMERGENCY FIRST AID AND INJURIES TO CIVILIANS

September 25th

October 9th

October 22nd.

November 7 th

November 2ist

December 1lst

December 1llth

December 16th

December 18th

-continued

10:25 AM Mason City Country Club, Highway #106 West of City.
Roy Hanna R.R.#1 Greenskeeper slight burns on both wrist and
face and head singed from flash fire ignited by cigarette
while filling mowers with gasoline, Gasoline has been carried
from tank outside to inside of building to fill mowers,
Careless handling of gasoline,

10:40 PM Front of 29-2nd Street South West, Ralph Leslie
Martinsen age 46, home address 632-8th Street North East, Had
apparent heart attack while driving a pick-up truck. Call
came from Police Department for resuscitator. Nothing used,
Dr Christopherssan pronounced the man dead of heart attack
before arrival of department.

2:03 AM Alarm to 1436 North Virginia Avenue, Lyle Dler received
minor burns on fingers of left hand while helping to take
burning davenport outside of house,

3:20 PM Resuscitator call to 25-3rd Street N.E, K & K cafe
run by Mr & Mrs Carl Krieger. Mr Krieger had apparent heart
attack, Snells ambulance was on the scene upon arrival of the
Department. Dr Christopherson coroner pronounced Mr Krieger
dead. Had been heart patient for some time.

6:23 PM at fire at 1824 South Coolidge, Merle Miller and
daughter Madonna age 3 were burned. Merle Miller was burned
on hands and face. Madonna was burned on chest, hands and
arms. Both taken to Mercy Hospital, Madonna was admitted and
Merle was treated and released.

3:10 PM Call to 12-1lst Street South West, William McDonough
of Albert Lea, Minnesota, Manager of the Jefferson Bus Depot
Cafe. Had reaction from insulin dose. He is diabetic. Used

E & J resuscitator for about 5 minutes. MecDonough came to and
was taken to Mercy Hospital by Snells Ambulance.

6:18 PM Call to the Newell Hugi home 815 North Connecticut Ave.
Newell Hugi age 55 had hard time breathing, used inhalator

for about 5 minutes. Mr Newell Hugi has a lung condition. Dr
Hunt Family physician called by Mrs Hugi, arrived and said Mr
Hugi had recovered enough that oxygen not needed anymore.

11:43 PM Alarm to 627-6th Court S.E, Douglas Bishop (Age 17)
home address 1209-1st Street South West. who had been in
parked car, that was on fire. He had been removed from the
car and taken to the Vern Mott residence 625-6th Place S.E,
who had heard his calls for help. He was then taken to the
Mercy Hospital,Bishop was badly burned on back and arms.
After questioning in Hospital, it is our belief that he went
to sleep smoking a cigarette,

12:04 PM 825 South Federal Avenue, Resuscitator call, upon
arrival found Howard Corbin, home address 1807 South Wilson
Avenue, dead from apparent heart attack, Mr Corbin suffered
heart attack while driving his car delivering U,S, Mail.Snells
ambulance was present before department arrived, and was giv-
ing Mouth to Mouth resuscitation,
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NUMBER OF ALARMS BY MONTH, DAY AND HOUR
FOR THE YEAR 1961 IN CITY

MONTH SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY TOTAL
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FIRE ALARM OFPFICE
REPORT
FOR
YEAR ENDING, DECEMBER 31,1961
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ALARMS RECEIVED FOR EACH EIGHT HOUR PERIOD
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FIRE ALARM OPERATORS

Donald 0, Martin Marvin C. Peterson Charles F, Swanson
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FIRE LOSS

EACH BATTALION BY MONTH
FOR YEAR ENDING DECEMBER 31

1961

ALARMS FIRES AND LOSSES FOR

BATTALION

MONTH
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FIRES

FIRE LOSS

(AR R RN ENE ] ? LE N E RN

cesncesee 16 cecees
ceevasces 14 suinas
cescessee 15 ceneee
cavesasse 6 conean
cevessens 9 ecncne
ceescssse 2 soneae
esssseses 11 aaesen
cevesasss 11

LR R = 3

LE R R RN NN R ] 6 I E AR NTE ]

5 srsnee $ ?53.0’0

141.00

297.60

3:813-31

498.10

5,133.12

1,157.00

175.00

223,00

523.66

297.05

310,34

223

477

$ 19,313.48

TOTAL

25" ssenssnse 105 .---..$ 13.322018

RECAPITULATION

FIRES
196

20

$

FIRE LOSS
32t635.“



DISTRICT FIRE REPORT
FOR THE YEAR 1961
OPERATION

ALARMS RECEIVED BY TELEPHONE

GA 3-2145

NOTIFIER FIRE or GA3 FIRE TOTAL

DISTRICT AM PM VERBAL POLICE ALARM SPR. BOX GA 3-2146 3124 Overflow
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VALUES AND LOSSES
BUILDINGS

k77

DISTRICT _ TOTAL INSURANCE TOTAL LOSS

VALUE CARRIED
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Southe = 476 ,400,00 T 000, 00 = 5 26

TOTAL .cecesee cvend TP, 05100 seadvaniad LOIRBROIOD" v ronransnese § 25,877.89

VALUES AND LOSSES
CONTENTS

DISTRICT TOTAL INSURANCE TOTAL LOSS

VALUE CARRIED

Northwest occecocced 356,350.00 coveesened 306,500.00 veveesvcecnces $  3,565.92

Nort-hﬂ”t seevennen 362|000-00 ssewrasaw 241.100000 ssspsitosasncen 975-68
swmst I EE R R RN NN l?h'.uootoo Sssaveane 138'750000 (RS AR AN RN ER R 358‘00
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TOBRL cunisosvsvsnsd 2000200 voovvsveel L ONTCIID. 00 soessnensansonh  O050.77

TOTALS FOR ALL DISTRICTS

TOTAL VALUE INSURANCE CARRIED TOTAL LOSS
$ 3,277,653.00 $ 2.;29.550.00 $ 32,635.66



ALARMS RECEIVED BY DISTRICTS
FIRE LOSS BY DISTRICTS
FOR THE YEAR

129631
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TREND OF FIRE LOSSES 1952 TO 1961
TEN YEAR AVERAGE
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COMPARISON CF ALARMS AND FIRES
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POLICE DEPARTMENT COOPERATION AT CITY ALARMS
YEAR - 1961
MONTH TOTAL NUMBERS TOTAL ALARMS TOTAL ALARMS TOTAL NUMBER

OF NO POLICE POLICE OF  POLICE
ALARMS PRESENT PRESENT AT ALARMS
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__ YEARLY FIRE LOSS FROM 1927 THROUGH 1961 o
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ALARMS

JANTIARY

e —

1. RESIDENTIAL
Dwellings, Tenements,

Apartments, Hotels Rooming
& H

FEBRUARY

MAY

JULY

o

AUGUST

N

SEPTEMBER

|

W

OCTOBER

1#

(o)}

ER

NOV

W

DECEMB®E

o

OTA L

47

2. NON-RESIDENTIAL ASSEMBLY
Office Buildings, Theatres,
churches, Hospitals,
Institutions, Schools.

3. MERCANTILE

Retail & Wholesale Trade,
Restaurants, Bars, Repair
Shops, Filling Stations,

Public Garages

14

4, MANUFACTURING
Factories,Breweries,Canneries
Bakeries, Laundries,Printing
Other Mfg, & Processing

5. STORAGE, ETC.
Warehouses, Piers, Wharves,

Grain Elevators & Storage JP
6., PUBLIC UTILITIES

Power Plant, Pumping and
Transformer Stations

7. MISCELLANEOUS
A, Detached Private
Garages & Barns
A Buil 8

8. 1IN GRASS
OR
BRUSH

9. ALL OTHER FIRES
Autos, Boats, Lumber

7

éﬁmxcxousn' FALSE ALARMS |l

Ia.mﬂf Outdoor Machinery il
10, MISCHEEVOUS AND

0

- 11, SMOKE SCARES, HONEST
S | MISTAKES, WRONG LOCATIONS

| ACCIDENTAL ALARMS I

15

10

85

| EMERGENCY CALLS AND

12, FIRST AID, ACCIDENTS,
| INVESTIGATIONS

19

16

11

10

22

11

10

20

15

189

13, NUMBER OF ALARMS
OUTSIDE OF CITY

These figures do not show

in columns 1 to 12 inclusive

14, TOTAL NUMBER OF ALARMS
COLUMNS 1 TO 13 INCLUSIVE

50

4

51

37

27

26

43

511

15, DEATH AMONG
FIREMEN AND CIVILIANS

0




TOWNSHIP ALARMS IN OUR TERRITORY

mson mwu LR N RN BN RN RN R RN RN RN REE RS 26
SOUTH HALF OF LIMECREEK TOWNSHIP ...ce6veveses 3

TOWNSHIP ALARMS NOT IN OUR

TERRITORY & MUTUAL AID CALLS
ASSIST MANLY FIRE DEPARTMENT ....cceveevorsces
LAKE TOWNSHIP, ASSIST CLEAR LAKE FIRE DEPT....
ASSIST HAMPTON FIRE DEPARTMENT ..cveeccevsccse
ASSIST LAKE MILLS FIRE DEPARTMENT ..ccecccencs
ASSIST PLYMOUTH FIRE DEPARTMENT ,..ccveecsnces

TOTAL ALARMS RESPONDED TO OUT OF CITY sevveeee 34
60 fires were controlled & extinguished by booster lines only
41 Fires were extinguished by handpumps of water or dry powder extinguishers

These fires were mostly automobiles,grass,leaves and rubbish,

Booster pumps & Handpumps were used 26 times to wash gasoline, fuel oil
acid and other foreign substances from streets.

APPOINTMENT IN 1961 .+v.eoceseccecsccssesss None
RESIGNED IN 1961 cccoescsacscascccscsescase NODO
ot e B gl RTINSO S |
PENSION PAYMENT STARTED IN 1961 ....coceces 1

PROMOTIONS
February 16, 1961 Probationary Fireman James E, Johnson, promoted to
Fireman 3rd Class, Civil Service Grade 98 %.

April 1st, 1961 Fireman 2nd Class, Robert P, Lofing, promoted to
Fireman lst Class, Civil Service Grade 98% .

May 16th, 1961 Probationary Fireman Charles H, Shill, promoted to
Fireman 3rd Class, Civil Service Grade 89 %.

August 16th, 1961 Fireman 3rd Class, James E, Johnson, promoted to
Fireman 2nd Class, Civil Service Grade 95% .

November 16, 1961 Fireman 3rd Class, Charles H, Shill, promoted to
Fireman 3rd Class, Civil Service Grade 92 %.

SCHOOLS
8 Members were interested in Scuba Diving to be used as a means of recovering
bodies or objects in creeks and pits around the City. 5 members completed the
15 hour Scuba Diving School at the Y M C A pool under instructor Gary Coats:.
Before taking this school the members interested had to pass a Doctors
Physical. Since the training received under Instructor Coats the members have
spent 104 man hours drilling by diving in the pits of the Brick & Tile and
Cement Plants. Two complete diving outfits are now in service, including two
Non-Ter foam wet suites and glove-mittens, also weight belts.

Most of the members completed a 10 hour refresher Red Cross First Aid Course
with Red Cross Instructors to renew old cards.

40 Fire and Policemen completed a Radiological Monitoring Class at the Junior
College under the instructions of Professor Louis Bosveld, during the months
of November and December of 1961,

The Alarm Office at Headquarters Station was remodeled, One door was closed up,
a new formica covered built-in desk was constructed,across one end of the room,
and now most automatic alarm signals will be within reach of the operators
while seated at their desks.

52 gallon of paint was used by the members to paint the Headquarters Station
one coat on the inside of the Station and outside trim.
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RECOMMENDATIONS
1961

The Central Fire Station has become very crowded and due to the one
way traffic, often this street is so crowded with cars that considerable
time is lost by the fire trucks clearing the Station for alarms. Also the
National Board of Fire Underwriters have, for a long time, recommended that
a Fire Station be located in the North part of Mason City, In talking to
representatives of the National Board they seem to feel that if our Central
Station were moved north to about fifth or sixth and North Federal Avenue,
this would relieve the necessity for a north fire station at the present
and until there was greater expansion of the City to the North and East.

In view of this fact, I would recommend that immediate steps be taken to
replace our Central Fire Station with a new and modern station in the
vicinity of fifth or sixth and North Federal Avenue, If this can not be
done this year I would like to recommend an alternative plan of building
to the south of the present central station and creating an extra two
doors to open into Enterprise Alley to relieve the crowded conditions in
the main part of the station and allow us to get our reserve equipment
out of the station without having to run the other equipment into the
street to do so, Also, the kitchen and dining area should be moved from
the present location at the rear of the first floor to the rear of the
second floor to make more apparatus floor room,

In conclusion, I take this opportunity to extend my hearty
appreciation to you and the members of the City Council for their loyal
support in all Fire Department matters, for without this support the
efficiency of the Department could not have been maintained,

It affords me great pleasure to commend to you the officers and members
of the Fire Department and the Fire Prevention Bureau for the faithful and
efficient manner in which they have discharged their duties.

-I also take this opportunity to express my thanks to all other city
Departments for their good will and cooperation.during the year, -

To the Globe Gazette, radio stations, and television station, I extend
my sincere thanks and’ a.ppreciatzon for their commendatory and'impartial’
reports and arti¢les relating to the work performed-by this department.

Respeotfnlly Submitted,
A. Boyd Arnold, Chief,

Mason City Fire Department,
Mason City,Iowa.




