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GEORGE E. MENDON CLIFFORD J. PIERCE

MAYOR CHIEF

CITY OF MASON CITY
IOWA

FIRE DEPARTMEMT
19 FIRST STREET S. W.

OF THE
REPORT

CITY
OF THE PAID FIRE DEPARTMENTYEARLY
OF HAS ON CITY, IOWA FOR THE

YEAR ENDING, DECEMBER 31, 1964
*************************************************************************
Honorable George E. Mendon, Mayor,
City Hall,
Mason City, Iowa.
Sir;

I have the honor herewith to submit to you the YEARLY REPORT
OF THE FIRE DEPARTMENT for the year ending December 31st,1964
This being my third and the fifty-fifth yearly report of the
paid fire department of the City of Mason City, Iowa.

This report will show as far as possible the record of operations,
alarms, Taluations, insurance and losses on fires that were responded to
by this department during the year. The data herein contained
is almost entirely within the corporate limits of the City,
However township alarms and mutual aid calls will appear from time
to time in this report, also my recommendations for~e betterment
and improvement of the Department and fire service and the increasing
of its efficiency.

Any information pertaining to the Department desired by you
and not contained herein, will be supplied to you on request.

This report should be in your office at the close of the year, but due
to the amount of time needed by the Insurance Adjusters to adjust and
return fire claims, this report usually runs a little late. All insured
losses herein are the true adjusted losses as received from the Insurance
Adjusters, no estimated losses are used for Department records.

Respectfully submitted,

t/t:4~~·1?~~~·~U(
Cl~~~ J.Pierce, Chief,
}mson City Fire Department,
Mason City.Iowa.



PERSONNEL OF THE FIRE DEPARTMENT
YEAR ENDING, DECEMBER 31,1964

Chief of Department •••••••••••••••••••••••• 1

Superintendent of Fire Prevention Bureau ••• 1

Captain of Fire Department ••••••••••••••••• 3

Lieutenant of Fire Department •••••••••••••• 7
Clerk of Fire Department ••••••••••••••••••• 1
Fireman First Class •••••••••••••••••••••••• 22
Fireman Second Class ••••••••••••••••••••••• 2
Fireman Third Class •••••••••••••••••••••••• 2
Probationar.y Fireman ••••••••••••••••••••••• 1

Total all grades ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 40

Of the above Personnel, the following
special assignments are made

Fire Alarm Operator,
Fire Alarm Operator,

Fireman First Class
Fireman Third Class ... 2

1

Drillmaster, & Fire Inspector Lieutenant.. 1



NAME & RANK DA'IEOF APPOINTMENT
CHIEF

Pierce, Clifford J•••••••• ~ 18,1928
SUPERINTENDENT OF FIRE PREVENTION BUREAU

Schurtz, Harold E. ~••••••• September 1,1939
CAPTAINS

Cunningham. John K ••••• ~••
Lauer, Vincent A ••••••••••
Rice, Louis V. Jr•••••••••

January
April
January

LIEUTENANT
Hesse, Frank A •••••••••••• August
McDougle, Dwaine O•••••••• J~
Blunt, Richard R•••••••••• March
Holt, John H•••••••••••••• July
Marsh, Harold R••••••••••• October
Bender, John H•••••••••••• June
Gerdes, Marvin R, ••••••••• J~

CLERK OF FIRE DEPARTMENT
Waller, Ray D. •••••'...•••• January

FIREMAN FIRST CLASS
Arnold, ~ A•••••••••••• August
Hesse, Alfred B••••••••••• April
Carroll, Jesse J••••••••••. September
Gardinier, ~le E ••••••••• September
Fritz, Elmer J•••••••••••• September
Berry, Walter M••••••••••• April
Cunningham. Warren H •••••• April
Dosen, Mike M••••••••••••• April
Allen, Dan N•••••••••••••• November
Luecht. Ralph R ••••••••••• November
Briscoe t Bernard B. • •••• '.. AugustPeterson, Marvin C. ••••••• November
Swanson, Charles F•••••••• November
Hickey, James J••••••••••• June
Moore, Lowell H••••••••••• October
Madden. Thomas O•••••••••• January
Van Horn, Ronald C•.••••••• February
Halvorson, Arlo D ••.••••••• June
Wedmore. Donald E. ••~'<I • • •• March
Lofing, Robert P•••••••••• April
Johnson. James E•••••••••• August
Pierson, George R••••••••• November

FIREMAN 2ND CLASS
Walsh, Richard M•••••••••• January
Arndt, Robert H••••••••••• June

FIREMAN 3RD CLASS
Chase, Norman J••••••••••• Februar,y
Reardon, Dennis J••••••••• February

PROBATIONARY FIREMAN
Tatum, Gerald M ••••••••••• August

••..•...••..•..•
••.............

20,1931
16,1946 ••••.••......••

1,1947

1,1930
19.1946
20.1948
18,1946
23.1953

1,1951
16.1951

10,1940

1,1935
13.1936

1,1939
1,1939
1,1939

16,1946
16,1946
16,1946
19,1946

1.1951

•..•.•..........
•........•.....•
•••.........•••....................•...........•......•.......
• ••.••• e e· •••••••.••.•.•..........•••.............
•.•.•.•.......•..
•..........•.....•.•••.••.........••.............••..............•.•.•............•
•••••••••••••••.... ., ....•......•.•................· .
• e·a •.••••• a ••••.•

1,1952 ••••••••• ~~ ••••
16,1953 •••••••••••••••
1,19.54- ••.••••••••••..••

16.,1955 ••••.•••••....•
1.1955 •.•.••.......•••••1,1956 •••••••••••••••1.1956 •••~.a........•1.1956 ••••••••••.•.••

16.1957 ••..••••..•••.•
1.1959 ••.••..••....••

16.1960 •••••••••••••••
16t1962 •••••••••••••••

7,1963
1,1963

,5,1964
19.1964

16,1964

••• It •••••••••.•.••...•.........•
•.............•
•••••••.•.••••• e·.

•••..••..•.........•.

TO

January

August

February
February
February

September
February
February
February
August
February
February

August

RANK

17,1963

16,1960

2,1952
1,1963
1,1963

1,1939
1,1956
1,19581~19,59

16,1960
1,1963
1,1963

1,1946

September 16.1938
May 16,1939
September 1.1942
September 1,1942
February 1,1943
April 16,1946
December 26,1947
March 8,1948
May 18,1949
November 1.1953
August 1,1954
November 16,1955
November 1,1956
June 16.1957
October 1,1957
Januar,y 1,1958
February 1,1958
June 1.1958
March 16,1959
April 1,1961
August 16,1962
November 16,1964

January
June

August
August

August

7,1964
1,1964

5,1964
19,1964

16,1964
SPECIAL ASSIG~mNTS

Peterson, Marvin C•••••••• Fire Alarm Operator •••••••••••••• August 31,1954
Swanson, Charles F •••••••• Fire Alarm Operator •••••••••••••• July 22.1959
Chase, Norman J••••••••••• Fire Alarm Operator •••••••••••••• September 7,1964
Holt, John H •••••••••••••• Fire Inspector & Drillmaster ••••• August 1,1960

2



FIRE DEPARTMENT RO:3TEa
YEAR - 1964

ADDRESS TELEPHONE NUMBERNAME &: TITLE
CHIEF

Clifford J. Pierce ••.••••••• 2;4-6th Street South East .....
SUPERINTENDENT OF FIRE PREVENTION BUREAU

Harold E. Schurtz ••••••••.•• 2514-South Federal Avenue ......
423-6528

423-6090
CAPTAINS

John K.Cunningham •••••••••• 670-9th Street South East ••••• 423-7914
Vincent A.Lauer •••••••••••• 201-South Virginia Avenue ••••• 423-0218
Louis V. Rice,Jr ••••••••••• 816-South Connecticut Avenue.. 423-8495

LIEUTENANTS
Frank A.Hesse •••••••••••••• 1320-South Pennsylvania Ave ••• 424-1405
Dwaine O. McDougle ••••••••• 4;4-23rd Street Seuth West •••• 424-3820
Richard R. Blunt ••••••••••• 821-South Carolina Place •••••• 423-6907
John H. Holt ••••••••••••••• 2715-South Jefferson Avenue ••• 423-7275
Harold R. V~rsh •••••••••••• 943-14th Street South East •••• 423-35&2
John H. Bender ••••••••••••• 237-7th Street South East ••••• 423-5239
Marvin R. Gerdes ••••••••••• 1425-North Adams Avenue ••••••• 423-7269

CLERK OF FIRE DEPARTMENT
Ray D. Waller •••••••••••••• 827-9th Street North East .....

FIREMAN FIRST CLASS
Lynn A.Arnold •••••••••••••• 213-5th Street North West •••••
Alfred B. Hesse •••••••••••• 221-3rd Street North West
Jesse J.Carroll •••••••••••• 1652-Hillcrest Drive ••••••••••
Lyle E. Gardinier •••••••••• 113-23rd Street South West ••••
Elmer J. Fritz ••••••••••••• 109-15th Street North West ~•••
Walter M. Berry •••••••••••• 15-19th Street South East •••••
Warren H. Cunningham ••••••• 224-28th Street South West ••••
Mike M. Dosen •••••••••••••• 648-South Polk Place ••••••••••
Dan N.Allen •••••••••••••••• 2020-South Grover Avenue ••••••
Ralph R. Luecht •••••••••••• 1442-North Jefferson Avenue •••
Bernard B. Briscoe ••••••••• 939-15th Street North East ••••
Marvin C.Peterson •••••••••• 302-1st Street North East •••••
Charles F. Swanson •••••••.• l050-6th Street South West ••••
James J. Hickey •••••••••••• 128-26th Street South West ••••
Lowell H. Moore •••••••••••• 1204-South Rhode Island Ave •••
Thomas O. Madden ••••••••••• 915-North Jefferson Avenue ••••
Ronald C. Van Horn ••••••••• 211-South Monroe Avenue ••.••••
Arlo D. Halvorson •••••••••• 321-3rd Street North West •••••
Donald E. Wedmore •••••••••• 120-11th Street South West ••••
Robert P. Lofing •••••••••.• 1408-North Pennsylvania Avenue.
J~mes E. Johnson ••••••••••• 940-13th Street South East ••••
George R. Pierson •••••••••• 606-11th Street North East ••••

423-8160

423-1447
423-2916
424-1443
423-2804
424-1391
423-4881
423-4179
423-3708
423-9366
424-3966
423-;423
423-0466
424-1407
423-2430
423-2905
423-3024
424-4014
423-5448
423-3781
424-3061
423-7252
423-6115

FlREI1AN SECOND CLASS
Richard M. Walsh ••••••••••• 131l-North Jefferson Avenue ••• 423-1202
Robert H. Arndt ••••••••••.• 14-27th Street South West ••••• 423-8530

FIREMAN THIRD CLASS
Norman J.. Chase •••••••••••• 15-25th Street South \vest 423-6576
Dennis J. Reardon •••••••••• 512-South Polk Place •••••••••• 423-0359

PROBATIONARY FIREMAN
Gerald M. Tatum ••••••••••••• 930-15th Place North East

3
...... 423-2870



MASON CI'IT.·FIRE DEPARTMENT PERSONAL SERVICE' "TO .DECEMBER· 31st" 1964
,

"
.

RANK NAME DA TE OF ENTRY toTAL SERVICE To DECEMBER 31'st.1964 .:
CHIEF 18th,1928 )6 i

1 Months 13 DaysClifford J. Pierce May Years
SUPT. OF FIRE PREVENTION. Harold E.Sohu~tz September ~st.1939 2~ ~ It " Q "
CAPTAIN John K.Cunningham January 2Qth,1931 33 " 11 " 11 "

••
ICAPTAIN Vincent A.Lauer April 16th, 1946 18 8 " l5 II

CAPTAIN Louis V.Rice,Jr. January lst,1947 18 1\ 0 " 0 "
LIEUTENANT Frank A.Hesse August 1st, 1930 34 I, .5 ~ 0 "LIEUTENANT John H.Holt July ~8th,1946 18 ." S " 13 "LIEUTENANT Pwaine O. McDougle ~uly 19th, 1946 18 II , It 12 ",LIEUTENANT Richard R. Blunt March 20th, 1948 16 II 9 It 11 "Harold R. Marsh I

" 8 "LIEUTENANT October 23rd,1953 11 " 2LIEUTENANT John H.Bender June lst,1951 13 " 7 " 0 "LIEUTENANT Marvin R.Gerdes July 16th,1951 13 " 5 " 15 "
CI,ERK OF FIRE DEPARTMENT Ray D.Waller January 10th, 1940 24 " 11 " 21 •
FIREMAN FIRST CLASS Lynn A.Arnold August 1st, 193.5 29 " 5 " 0 "FIREMAN FIRST CLASS Alfred B.Hesse April nth,1936 28 " 8 " 18 tI

FlREHAN FIRST CLASS Jesse J.Carroll September lst,1939 2~ " 4 " 0 "FIRl!;MANFIRST CLASS Lyle E.Gardinier September 1st,1939 25 It 4 " 0 "FIREMAN FIRST CLASS Elmer J.Fritz September lst,19,9 2.5 " 4 " 0 "FIREJ.'lANFIRST CLASS Walter M.Berry April 16th,19 6 18 II 8 " 15 "FIREMAN FIRST CLASS Warren H.Cunningham April 16th, 1946 18 '! 8 ~ 15 "FIREMAN FIRST CLASS Mike M.Dosen April 16th, 1946 18 " 8 II 15 ••FIREMAN FIRST CLASS Dan N.Allen November 19th, 1946 18 • 1 • 1, "FIREMAN FIRST CLASS Ralph R" Luecht November Ist,1951 13 " 2 " 0 II

FIREMAN FIRST CLASS Bernard B.Briscoe August. 1st, 1952 12 " .5 " 0 "FIREMAN FIRST CLASS Marvin C.Peterson November 16th, 1953 it II 1 " 15 "FIREMAN FIRST CLASS Charles F.Swapson November ~st,1954 10 " 2 " 0 "FIREMAN FIRST CLASS james J.Hickey June 16th, 1955 9 II 6 " 15 n
FIREMAN FIRST CLASS Lowell H. Moore October lst,1955 9 11 3 n 0 "FIREMAN FIRST CLASS Thomas O. Madden January tst,1956 9 n 0 " 0 "FIREMAN FIRST CLASS ~onald C. Van Horn February Ist,1956 8 " 11 " 0 "FIREMAN FIRST CLASS Arlo D. Halvorson June lst,1956 8 It 7 " 0 "FIREMAN FIRST CLASS D:::.lna,ld E.Wedmore Maroh 16th, 1957 7 " 9 " 15 "FIREMAN FIRST CLASS Rebert P. Loring April lst,1959 5 " 9 " 0 If

FIREMAN FIRST r,LASS James E. Johnson August 16th, 1960 4 " 4 " 15 "FIREMAN FIRST· CLASS Ge~rge i.Pierson· .If, November., 16th, 1962 2 _.'" ",1'-- 1 II 15 "./ ,



PERSONAL SERVHlE TO DECEMBER 31st, 1964
RANK NAME DATE OF ENTRY TOTAL SERVICE TO DECEMBER 31st,1964

FIREMAN SECOND CLASS
FIREMAN SECOND CLASS
FIREMAN THIRD CLASS
FIREMAN THIRD CLASS

Richard M. Walsh ••••••••• Januar.y 7th,1963 1 Year
Robert H. Arndt •••••••••• June 1st,1963 1 "
Norman J. Chase ••••••••• Februar.y 5th,1964 0 "Dennis J.Reardon ••••••••• Februar.y19th,1964 • • 10

10

11 Months 24 Days
7 " 0 It

It

It
21
13
15

"It
PROBATIONARY FIREMAN Gerald M. Tatum •••••••••• August 16th,1964 O· 4 "It

AVERAGE YEARS EXPERIENCE FOR MEMBERS OF FIRE FORCE 15 YEARS 5 MONTHS
AVERAGE AGE OF ALL MEMBERS 41 YEARS 5 MONTHS

MEMBERSHIP ON PENSION AND RETIREMENT LIST
DATE OF PENSION RANK HELD A'i' NAME AMOUNT OF PENSION PER MON'm
OR RETIREMENT TIME OF RETIREMENT
Februar.y 18th.194J Lieutenant Earl W.Barker $ 80.00 Per Month
March 1st,1943 Fireman First Class August C.May $ 75.00 It "
August 1st, 1950 Fireman First Class LeG D, King $116.25 " It

Februar.y 1st,1952 Captain Thomas M.Keenan $141,25 It ••
June 1st,1952 Widow of Fireman First Class Mrs Raymond Goudreau $ 75.00 It "
October 27th, 195J Fireman First Class Douglas C.Fields $150.00 " "
August 1st,1954 Widow of Lieutenant Mrs Fred E. Moore $135.78 It /I

October 1st,1954 Fireman First Class William P.McGrath $131.51 It It

October 1st,1954 Lieutenant Marvin A. Lauen $135.84 It It

October 1st,1954 Lieutenant Martin J.Faktor $160.00 II It

May 1st,1963 Widow of Lieutenant Mrs Harold H.Hutchison $ 88.75 It It

August 1st,1961 Fireman First Class Fredrick O. Grelk $166.00 " It

September lst,1956 Widow of Chief Mrs James Kelley $ 98.75 " "November 1st,1962 Chief A.Boyd Arnold $295.84 It It

Februar.y 1st,1964 Fireman First Class Leo M. Powers $208.92 II ••

.5



MASON CITY FIRE

GEORGE E. MENDON
MAYOR

DEPARTMENT

CLIFFORD J. PIERCE
CHIEF OF DEPARTMENT

HAROLD E. SCHURTZ
SUPERINTENDENT OF FIRE PREVENTION BUREAU

JOHN H. HOLT
DRILLMASTER & INSPECTOR

RAY D. WALLER
CLERK OF FIRE DEPARTMENT

FIRST BATTALION
FIRE ALARM OPERA TORS MARVIN c.. PETERSON

SALVAGE CO. NO.:2
LIEUTENANT
DRIVER
SALVAGEMAN

QUAD. CO.NO.l
CAPTAIN
DRIVER
LADDERMAN NO. 1
LADDERMAN NO.2
PLUGMAN

ENGINE CO. NO.2
LIEUTENANT
DRIVER
PLUGMAN

RICHARD R. BLUNT
JAMES J.HICKEY
DENNIS J•REARDON

VINCENT A.LAUER
JESSE J.CARROLL
GERALD M.TATUM
BERNARD B.BRISCOE
LOWELL H.MOORE

FRANK A.HESSE
ALFRED B.HESSE
WARREN H.CUNNINGHAM

6

SECOND BATTALION THIRD BATTALION
CHARLES F. SWANSON NORMAN J.CHASE

MARVIN R. GERDES
ARLO D.HALVORSON
RICHARD M.WALSH

JOHN K.CUNNINGHAM
LYNN A.ARNOLD
RAI.•PH R. LUECHT
DAN N. ALLEN
RONALD C.VAN HORN

JOHN H.BENDER
JAMES E.JOHNSON
THOMAS O.MADDEN

HAROLD R.MARSH
DONALD E.WEDMORE
ROBERT H~ARNDT

LOUIS V.RICE,JR.
WALTER M.BERRY
MIKE M.DOSEN
ROBERT P.LOFING
GEORGE R.PIERSON

DWAINE O.MCDOUGLE
LYLE E.GARDINIER
ELMER J.FRITZ



FIRST BATTALION II .
SALVAGE'CO. NO.21

I '
I

QUAD. CO. NO.1 I

ENGINE Ct. NO 2 -,
• I

I I
ENGINE CO. NO.1,
(Country Calle)

;

SALVAGE NO. 11
(In Reserve) __:

I

i

AERIAL NO. 1 II'

(In Reserve),

I
CIVIL DEnNSE & I
EMERGENCY UNITS!

1-' MAYOR -1

'-~---C~CrL ~~kTTEErn----- 'I

I CHARGE OF PUBLIC SAFETY I
, -- --! --~----.'-
, FIRE' CHIEF-----!
,·,-------T------------ -

L._ FIRE ALARMOFF~;- --- I

1... _ F-IRE-~N-TI~;-~·I___ ==c:= . _
L· CHIEF t S CAR I----.==--=r-~=----.....1

L- ,

SECOND BATTALIe~l

I _
SALVAGE CO. No.2 I

__ I J

'- QUAD. CO. N~~-'
I

I ENGINE CO. NO. 2 I
I

I
I ,

ENGINE CO. NO.1"
(Country Calls)

I
SALVAGE NO. 11

(In Reserve)!

AERIAL No. 1'1'
(In Reserv!L,

I
CIVIL DEFENSE ~ 1
EMERGENCY UNITS I-------~

FIRE DEPARTMENT

! THIRD ~TTALION I
I

ORGA.NIZATION

1 9 , 4

7

I SALVAGE CO. NO.21

IIQUAD. ;Co. NO~

IENGINE CO. NO.' ~l
.,---_l .
t ENGINE CO. NO. 11
LiCountry CallsJl

, L_-
SALVAGE Nt. 11

(In Reserve)_
IIAERIAL NO. 11

(In Reserve)

I
CIVIL DEFENSE & I
EMERGENCYUNITS I



MASON CITY FIRE DEPARTMENT YEARLY REPORT
FOR THE YEAR ENDING, DECEMBER 31st,1964
ACTIVITIES OF THE FIRE PREWENTION BUREAU

The Fire Prevention Bureau was organized on September 1st,1937 by City
Ordinance. On August 16th,1960 Harold E.Schurtz was appointed to head the
Bureau as Superintendent. He had been active in the Bureau since November 1,1954.
On August 1,1960 Lieutenant John H.Ho1t was transfered from the Fire Fighting
force to be in charge of drill and school for all members and to assist
Superintendent Schurtz in the Bureau.

The Fire Prevention Bureau made or supervised a total of 4922 inspections
this year. Special effort was put forth at the Holiday Season for the protection
of life and property in the business district~ Many hazards were removed of
remedied due to the work of the Fire Prevention Bureau. The Bureau also carried
on a year around program of Fire Prevention with special emphasis during Fire
Prevention Week. The Bureau investigated fires of undetermined and mysterious
origin, also false alarms.

BUREAU ACTIVITIES
Regular inspections •••••••••••••.•••••••••• 2110
Reinspections •.•.....•.•..•••.••••••••...•. 249
Special inspections •••••••••••••••••••••••• 332
Total inspections •••••••••••.•••••••••••••• 2691
Commercial Buildings inspected •••••••••••.•• 1218
Industrial Plants & Building inspected •••••. 132
Warehouse inspections •••••••••••••••••••••• 77
Wholesale inspections ••••••••.•••••••••••••• 50
Apartment Building inspections ••••••••••••• 158
Hotel inspections •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 19
Hospital inspections ••••••••••••••••••••••• 11
Nursing Home inspections ••••••••••••••••••• 83
Theatre inspections •.••••••.•••.•••••.••••••• 10
School inspections •••••••••••••••• ~......... 74
Church inspections ••.••••••••••••••••••.•.•••• 53
Paint spray booths inspected •••••••••••.•••• 41
Garage inspections •••••••••••..•••••'..•••••.••• 89
Gasoline & Oil Bulk Plant inspections •••••• 43
Gasoline & Fuel Oil Tank Installations ••••• 12
Miscellaneous inspections ••••••••••.•••••••• 621
Total •••..•..••. '..•.•. .,... '.. liT. • • • • • • • • • • • • •• 2691

~UARTERS
FIREMAN 3RD CLASS
FIREMAN 2ND CLASS
FIREMAN 1ST CLASS
OFFICERS
SPECIAL
TOTAL
ENGINE CO. NO. 2
FIREMAN 1ST CLASS 265 118
OFFICERS 132 32
TOTAL '39? 150
Total inspections made by both stations. 8

FIRE DEPARTMENT INSPECTIONS
FIRST SECOND

BATTALION BATTALION
oQ

THIRD
BATTALION

20
DEPARTMENT

20
15 124 76 215

335 525 267 1127
63 134 7? 274

o o 18 18
413 783 458 1654

15 398
15 179
'30 577•.•..•.....•.••. ~ . 2231



1259
Occupa tional •..•................................•........ 25

Corrected
or Removed

4 4
4 .•....... 4

BUREAU OF FIRE PREVENTION
-continued-

Permits Issued
Burning Permits •••••••••••••••.•••••••.•..••••..•••••

Conditions Referred to
Building Department ................•........•••..•
Electrical Department •••••••••••••••••••••••••••

Conditions Found
Waste material not properly handled 39

42
Combustibles too near heat source ••••••••••..•••• 3
Extinguishers outdated •••••••••••••••••••••••• 110
Misuse of incinerators ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 6
Flammable liquids in violation ••••••••••••••••• 9
New extinguishers needed ••••••••••••••••••••.•• 18
Tumble wees and dried growth in large quantity. 1
Heating units not proper ••••••••••••••••••••••• 2
Bad building condi tion 0·......................... 1
Vent stack from boiler in bad condition •••••••• 1
Rear exit landing needs rePair ••••••••••••••••• 1
Excess amount of grease on hood of stove ••••••• 1
Weed growth in dikes at bulk plants •••••••••••• 3
Dangerous condition found •••••••••••••••••••••• 1
Buildings condemnations or repair •••••••••••••• 2
Defective gas vents found ••••••••••••••••••••••
Improper paint spraying operations found •••••••
Leaking gas appliance found ••••••••••••••••••••
Violation of heating in repair garage ••••••••••
Bad Chimne y .....••.....•.....................•.....
Fusable links off fire doors •••••••••••••••••••
Spray rooms not proper •••••••.•••••••••••••••••
Gas vents not proper •••••• a ••••••••••••••••••••

Obstructions Found
Exi ts •..•••.....••...•.•.............•.....•.. e.•.•.••••

Fire doors .......•..........•............•..........•.
Aisles .••..................... ' .
Exit lights out .••..•••••.•..•.••••...••...•..•
Exi t doors out of order •.•.•••..•..••.•.••••••.••
Fire doors out of order •••••••••••••••••••••.••

Electric Wiring
Drop cords in violation ••••••••• "'••••••.••••••••.
Bad electric wiring found .•••••...•..•.••••.••.

Notices served
Orders to comply served ••••••••••.•.••••••••••
Compliance with correction orders •••~•••••••••

9

· . 43
42
3

.......· .
•••••• 119
• • • • • • • 6
•••••• 4 9
.••.•••• 21
.•••..•• 1
• • • • ••.• 2
••••••• 1
••••••• 1
••.•. ••• 1
••••••• 1
• •••••• J
...••••• 1
••1 repaired

1 removed
2 .•......• 2
2 ••.2 stopped
1 .•.••••.•••1
2 2
2 ••••••.•• 2
2 •..•••••• 2
1 .•••....• 1
1 .....••..•••1

10 .. ...... 10
5 ·....... 5
1 ......... 1

12 .. ...- .... 12
J ·...... 3
5 .. ....... 6

10 •. ......... 10
4 ·......... 6

200
216



ACTIVITIES OF BUREAU
-continued-

Thirty-eight (38) investigations of fire causes conducted, JO causes
established.
Nineteen false alarms received, investigation conducted on most, two alarms
traced to offenders other unknown.
Seventeen (17) schools conducted on subjects covering, Use of First-Aid Fire
Extinguishers. Patient Evacuation and Fire Safety. Schools were attended by
668 persons.
Eleven (11) informational meetings held.
Six extinguisher surveys made of new business locations, Extinguisher provided
as recommended.
Explosimeter used four times, all on suspicion of gasoline leakage.
Fourteen (14) notices on violation of ordiance 924 were served in conjaDotion
with the Health Department, compliance on all.
Fourteen (14) installations of Underground Flammable liquid tanks supervised.
Worked with Architect on New High School Building plans for placement of
extinguisher recesses, Fire Alarm stations & horns. also Fire Department access
into window-less portions.
Checked three plans for Nursing Homes, two for complete new buildings, one for
addition, all detection $,Ystem heads tested in two, other not complete to date.
Worked with six new business places on Fire Safety.
Installation of one new L.P. Gas Bulk Plant, supervised & tests observed.
Fire Regulation Cards (State & City) delivered to every motel & hotel in city
& in fire protection area. One card to be posted in each room laws pertaining
to smoking in bed.
Three Police Court cases, all ruled in Bureau's favor.
Fire Prevention Week activities:-

1. Conducted 19 Fire Prevention programs in all Elementary Schools
5,281 Students.

2. Conducted fire drills in all schools. 10,057 Students.
3. Superintendent appeared on TV.

Bureau personnel attended the following Schools.
1. Supt. Schurt& attended the annual Arson Seminar at Purdue University.
2. Supt. Schurtz and Lieutenant Holt attended 2 days of State Fire School

at Ames, Towa ,
3. Supt. Schurtz and Lieutenant Holt attended the annual Inspectors

Conference at Iowa State University, Ames, Iowa. Supt. Schurtz on
Program.

10



FIRE OPERATING REPORT
FOR THE YEAR ENDING DECEMBER 31.1964

IN TOWNSHIP &
CITY MUTUAL AID

*****************************************************************************
Alarms received verbal .•.....•. ,•........•..•..••.... .-
Alarms received by Police ••••••••••••••••••••••••••
Alarms received on Notifier ••••••••••••••••••••••••
Alarms received by Sprinkler ~••••••••••.•••••••••••
Alarms received over Telephone 423-2145 or 423-2146.
Alarms received over 423-3124 Overflow •••••••••••••
Alarms received over Fire Phone number 423-3124 ••••
TOTAL ALARMS RESPONDED TO IN 1964 ••••••••••••••••••
Alarms received false ....•.....•........•..•.•....•
Alarms received
Alarms received

in the AM
in the PM ••••••••••••••••••••••••••.•........•....•......•...

FIRE DATA
Miles traveled to alarms ......•............•.••.
Hours worked at alarms •••••••.•••••.••••••••••••
Number of Firemen responding to alarms ••••••••••
Number of Times pumps operated for booster ••••••
Number of Times pumps operated hose lines •••••••
Portable pump operated ••••••••••••••••••••••••••
3 - Inch Hose Used ••••••••••••••••••••••••• Feet
21 - Inch Hose Used ••••••••••••••••••••.••• Feet
12 - Inch Hose Used ••••••• 0-. • • • • • • • • • • • • • •• Feet
Booster Hose Used ••••••..•••••••••••••••••• Feet
Booster Tanks Used ••••••..••••••••••••••• Gallon
Hand Pumps Used •••••••••••.•••••••••••••• Gallon
5 Lb. Dry Powder Extinguisher Used ~•••••••••••••
20 Lb. Dry Powder Extinguisher Used •••••••••••••
Ladders Used .~•••••••••.•••••...•. ~•••••••• Feet
Hydrants Used ..••...••...•••......••••••.•••••••
Scott Air Pac Masks :15 Minute •••••••••••••••
Scott Air Pac Masks ;30 Minute •••••••••••••••
E & J Resuscitator and Inhalator Used •••••••••••
Light Generator Used .••••••••••••••.••••••••••••••
250 Watt Light Used ••.•••••••••••.•.••••••••••.•.•••
500 Watt Light Used •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
Smoke Ejector Used •..... '.••..•.•...•.•.•.•..•••••
Fires out on arrival •........•......................

TYPE OF BUILDING FIRE OCCURRED IN
Reinforced Concrete Building ••••••••••••••••.•••
Brick and Stone Buildings •••••••••••• ~ ••••••••••
Ironclad Buildings "•.•••..•••.•••••••••••••..•••..••
Stucco and Brick Veneer Buildings •••••••••••••••
FrameBuildings ........••.•.•••••••....•.•..••..
Concrete Block Buildings ••••..••••••••.•••••••..•
Buildings not Classified Above ••••••••••••••••••
In Automobiles and Trucks •••.••....••.•••••.•••••
Other Than Building Fires ••••.••••••••••••••••••

EXTENT OF FIRES IN 1964
Confined to point of origin •••••••••••••••••••••
Confined to room of origin ••••••.•••••••.•••••••
Confined to floor of origin •••••••••.•••••••••••
Confined to Building ••••••••••••••••.•••••••••••
Extended to Adjoining Building ••••••••••••••••••

11

23
36
35
5

21
85

279
483

19
148
335

••••.•.•..••.... 1
• ••••••••••••••• 1
••••••••.....•••0
• •••••..••••••••• 0
•••••••••••. •••• 1
• ••••••••••••••• 14
•••••••••••••••• 35............... 52

o
12
40

· .· .· -..
1,029.1 .....•.•..... 369.5

249:27 .•.......... 83:49
2,485 ·........... 211

114 ·........... 32
9 ............. 4
0 ·............ 4

500 ·........... 0
3.200 ·...... Feet 450
1,500 ·....... Feet 2.375

28,600 ........ Feet 7,200
19,676 Gallon17,460
444.5 ·..... Gallon 70

11 .....- ........ 1
1 ............... 0

962 •••.•.•.•.. F,eet 186
12 ·............ 6
17 ·........... 1

5 ·........... 0
12 ·......•........ 0
4 ·........... 2
1 .............. 1
1 ............ 0

63 ............ 4
25 ·........... 3

1 .............. 0
24 .'............ 1

2 ·.............. 4
2 ·............ 0

51 •................ 8
2 ·........... 0
3 ·........... 0

52 ·............ 1
121 ·....., ........ 29

241 ·............. 33
4 ·............. 0
1 ·........... 0
9 ·....... -- .... 7
3 ............ 3



FIRE OPERATION R~PORT
-continued-

VALUES AND LOSSES
Total Value of Buildings •••..••.••••.•••••.•...•••• '$
Total Value of Contents ••••••••••••••••••••••••.•••
Total Value of All Property involved by Fire •••••••$

6,699,960.00
4,062,992.00

10,762,952.00

Total Insurance on Buildings involved by Fire •.••••$
Total Insurance on Contents involved by Fire •••••••
Total Insurance on property involved by Fire •••••••$

4,940,290.00
2,866,730.00
7,807,020.00

Total Insurance Loss on Buildings •••••••••••••••••• $
Total Insurance Loss on Contents ••••••.••••••••••••
Total Insurance Loss for Year 1964 ••••••••••••••••• $

51,+25.54
14,982.95
66,408.49

Total Loss Insured and Uninsured on Buildings ••••••$
Total Loss Insured and Uninsured on Contents •••••••
Total Loss Insured and Uninsured for Year 1964 •••••$

53,951.54
19,693.31
73,644.85

LOSS PER FIRE
No Loss ................. ~ .
Less Than $ 5.00 •.••••.•••••••••••.•..•••• 0 ••••••••••••••••••.•

Less Than $ 100.00 ••••••••..•••••. II ••••••••••••••••••••••••••

Less Than $ 500.00 •.•• ~.o ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

Less 'nlan $ 1 $ 000.00 •.••.•••••....•..•••••.••••.•••..•..•....
Less 'nlan $ 5.000.00 •..•.....................................
Less Than $ 10,000.00 ••.•• '..• « ••.••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

Ove r $ 10 , 000 •00 ..••.••.•...•.•...•..•..••.........•..•.....•

149
o

55
33

9
9
1
2

PERSONS KILLED AND INJURED
DUE TO FIRE

196~
Firemen killed during the year •••.••••..••••..•.•••..••.••••• 0
Firemen injured during the year .&............................ 8
Civilians killed during the year •.•.•..•••••••••.•••••.•••.•• 0
Civilians injured during the year •••.••••••••..••••..••.••••• 3

SALVAGE WORK
At fires .......... ' .
Salvage covers used .
Other than fires ~ .
Salvage covers used ..........................................

COMPARISON OF LOSSES
Loss for 1963
Loss for 1964

.o •••••••• e ••••••••• " •••• " ••••••••••••• $
$

379,006.67
73,644.85•••••••• 8 •••• " •• OS.O ••• It.C' •••••••••••••

12

127
15

113
10



CAUSES
YEAR

OF FIRES
1964

Backf1~ thru carburator ••.•••••••••.•.••••••.••••••••• ... ...... ... ... .........
Breakfast food box too close to burner ot stove ••• 4 •••••••••••••• ~ ••••••••

Burning flare mistaken for grass fire ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ~..... 1

Cigarette .....•.........••.....•.......... _....... .•.•........ .•.. ..•.•. ...•..• 27

Charcoal heater tipped over in back of truck ••••••• ~••••••••••••••••••••••
Children playing with matches
Clothing put on space heater to dr.y •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
Detecti va chimney •. .,•.•..•.........•...... '..••.....••.....•..........•...•........•......•.

Defective heat control
Electric Hot plate
Emergency brake left on, caught fire

••••..•.•••••...............•......•........•

••••..•....•....•.•..•. ,...........•.•.••.......•..•
.......,•.......•..• ~.•....••.••......•.•.....•.........

.••...•.•..•..••.... ~•.......•..•...••.
Faulty Vent on back of stove
Flame from blow torch, burning paint off house ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
Flame from burner of dish washer •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.••••••••
Flame from burner of gas furnace

••..•.....•..••..•••......•.......••......•..•

.•..............•.•.•.....••.............•
Flame from L P torch •.••..••.•.••••.•..•••.•••..••.••.••••••••.•••.•.•. -•...•••••.•
Flame from match ignited gasoline fumes ......, ................•...........
Flame from welding or cutting torch ••••••••••••••••••••.•••••••••••••••••••
Gasoline leaking on hot motor •••a •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ~ ••••

Gasoline spilled on hot lawn mower motor ••.••.•••.•••.••.•••.•••.••.•o. •••••••••••.•.•••

Grass tire spread to tree ••a ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

Grease from french fryer splashed on stove ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
Grease in broiler caught on fire ••••.••..•.•••••••••••••••.••••••••.••••••
Grease on grill caught on fire ••••••.••••••••••••.••••••••••••••••••...•.•
Grease on stove overheated ••••••.••••••••••••••••••••••.••.••••.••..••••••
Grease overheated in french fryer •••••••••••••••••.•••••••••••••••••••••••
Grease spilled in hot oven .•......•..•.•.........• '.......•............... it •••.••••

Heat from overheated kiln •••••••••••.• ~..•.•..•••••.•..•• 4 •••••••••••• _~-.

Heat from reflector light ••••••••••••••••••••••••• ~•••••••••• ............. ...
Heat from tailpipe of auto
Heater set fire to canvass
Hot ashes in carton •••.•••.••.•...••••..•••••••••••••.•••.••••.••••....•••
Hot ashes set fire to trash in truck •••••• ~•••••••• ~•••••••••••.••••••••.••

................................... " .
•••••.•...•......••...•..•..•.....•....•......•.•

Incel1d.iar"Y' .•••.•••.•••.••••••.•••••••••••• 't, .•.•••..••.•••••••••••••••• __ •••••.•.••••••

13

21
1

1

22
1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

:3
:3
1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1



CAUSES OF FIRES
-continued-

Lacquer thinner fumes ignited by space heater ...........................
Ligh tning •....•• ".......................... ......•.....•............... « ••••••••••.••••

Lint caught fire in dl"'Y'er ••.••••.•••••.•••...••• _•••••.•••••••••.••.••• " •••••• II •

Motor overheated set fire to grease on same
Overheated electric motor ••~•.•••••.••••.•••.••••.••..••• _••••...•.•..
Overheated furnace
Pan of food on stove caught on fire
Pilot light on stove set fire to plastic
Pouring gasoline on hot charcoal to make
Railroad fiare
Railroad weed burner
Rekindle
Rubbish fire causing neighborhood nuisance
Rubbish fire unattended

.••.•.....•...•............
...•..•...•..•..•..••..••..•.•..•••.•........•.....•

.............•.............................................
curtains
fire burn faster

........•........ ' .
....•......•.......•."

...•...•.................•....•••..•........•........•..
•.•.........•..........•••.•.....••..........•...•

•• •••• •••• •••••••••••• ••• •• ••••• • ••••••••••• 4 •• •• •••••••••••••

•.• II .•.•• _••.•..••••.•••..•.••..•.•.•••..•.•.•.•

........................................•....................•....••.................
Short in dishwasher .••.....••..•..•.........•••..••••.••••.•.•.••••••••••••..•__.•.•
Short in heating pa.d ..•..............•......... e.••.••••••••••••.•••••••••••••

Short in neon sign ......•......•............•.....••..........•..............

Short in T V set ..•...................•..••...•....•.........•....•.........................

Short in wiring •-.•••••..••..•.........••..•....•••...••..•..•..•....•...........•....••"....•
Smoking in bed •••..•..•..•.•••.•.......•..•..•..•..••••......•...........•••••....••.•..•
Sparks from incinerator •..••........•.........•.... e •••.•.••.•.•••.•.•. '•••.••••••••.•• e

Sparks from locomotive
Sparks from rubbish fire
Spontaneous combustion ••••••.•••• ~.•.•••..••..•.••••••.•••••••.••••••••

......•...............................................................
................................................................•

Soldering iron left on,
Storage piled too close to furnace caught on fire
Straw & forms set on fire by heater •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

set fire to work bench •••••••• .......................
•••••••••.•. '••••••.•••• e· .••

Trash Fire unattended •••••• ... .. •. .. .. •. . •. •. .. •. •. ... •. •. .... .. •. .. .. ... ..•. ...... ..... ... ....
Trash fire out of control ••••••.••••••• e· •.•.••.•••.•.••••••••.•••.•••••..••.••••••••••.••

Throw rug on floor furnace caught on fire •••_•••••••.••.••••• ~........ 1
Trouble light set fire to seat of car ••••.••••••••••••••..•.•••••••••• 1
Undetermined ....................................................... , .

14

1

2

3
1

1

2

1

1
1

1

1

1

1

1
1

1

3
1

17

2

23
8

4

2

1

1

1

4

1

60



OF PROPERTY
IN YEAR

FIRE
1964

OCCURREDKIND

Apartment Buildings
Automobles & Trucks

...... ............ ........ ...............................................................
Awning •.••••..............................•.••.••...................•
Bags of Charcoal. ................................•......••........•
Barber Shop, Pool Hall with Apartments above
Boys Clothing
Canvass Tarps

.....................
•••••••••••••••• - ••••••••••••• - •••••••• ~ •• &••••.......................................................

Cement Kiln Building ••••••••••••••••.•••••.••••••••.
Construction Forms
Department Store
Discarded Xmas Tree
Drive In Cafe
Dw-elling •..•...... ,......................••......•.• 'WI •.•••••••••••

Fire for heating sand for construction job ••••••••••••••••••

.......................................................... ... .. ............ ... ...... ...•................•.............•.......•
••••••.•••••••••••••.••••••••••••••• e- •••••••••..•••

Foundry ••.••••..••.••••.•••••••••••••••••••••.•••••.•••..••••.•.••.••.•
Gasoline in Street ••..•••••••••••••••• ........................
Grass,
Grocery & Fruit Wholesale House

Leaves & Brush •••••.•.•..••••.•.••••••...•••••..•.•.•••..•.....•.......•.....•.•.••
Hospital. .••.•••...••.... e" •••.•••..••••••••••••••••••

Hotel •••••.•.....•.....................................
...........

Jewelry Store ......~....••.....•.....••••.•.....•.•.....•..•
Machine Shop ...•......•.....•....•...........•...•.........•.•..•
Manufacturing Plant ••••••••.•••••••. 4.'••••••••~••••••••••••
Neon Sign •.•.••••••..••.......••........•........•.•...• II .••••••••••••

Nursing Home ••.•...•.......•......•.............•..........•
Old Lumber ••....•..••••.•....••...•.•...•....••.•...•••••..••...•. e- ••••••

Old Storage Shed •..••••••••••••••••••••...••••..••••••••••••••
Picked corn field ••~•.•••.•••••.•.••••••••..•••.•••..•.•••••
Picket fence, Grass & Private Garage
Private Garage
Private Garage and Dwelling
Railroad Flare
Railroad Roundhouse
Retail Paint Store
Restaurants & Cafes

.............................,. ,. ..................................•......•.•.••.•••............•............................................................•........•.•• ,...•.....•................••..................................................
School •.•.•••.•••.••....• "•..•........ ,...•....••............ .....
Shoe Store
Storage Shed
Store with Apartments Above
Stumps
Supper Club •.....•..•...•.......................••.........•.......•.
Telephone Poles
Tractor
Trash Barrel
Trees
Tw--o 'tVl1eel Trailer .......................................•..................
Utility Co. Wires
Vacant Barn •••..•...•.•.....••

..................... -- ~ .
•.•••••••••••••.••••••••••••.•••••.•.•••••••••• AI •••••••.•.••.............................................•........................................................................

......................................................................... ,. .... ...•. ...•............... .......... . ....................................•.......................................................
...............•......- .
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..

6
52
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
2
1
1

.38
1
1
1

96
1
1
2
1
1
2
1
1
1
1
1
1

12
1
1
1
1
.3
1
1
1
1
2
1
5
1
1
2
1
1

1



El'iERGENCYAND FIRST AID CALLS
1964

Januar,y 30th, 1964, 3!58P~Roger Lee Penneke age 5 Route 2 Clear Lake, Iowa,
fell into Willow Creek at rear of J03-2nd Street South
West. Rescued by Fire Department, Child was visiting at
home of Delbert Willis 417-3rd Street South West. He
wandered away from above address alone, Child broke
through ice at edge of open water, was hanging to edge
of ice on arrival of.Department, Child taken to Park
Hospital by Police Department.

Februar,y 15th,1964, 5:18PM. 427-2nd Street North East. Jay Tevis age 6
unconcious in father's arms on arrival of Department.
E & J resuscitator used as an inhalator for about 10
minutes. Boy responded after about 5 minutes. Dr Houlahan
called and arrived. Boy was taken to the Mercy Hospital
by his father in the family car. Boy's parents told
the Officer in charge that the boy came home from school
on Friday not feeling well.

March 21st.1964, S18-4th Street North East. Marvyl Julson age 47 having
difficulty breathing, used E & J resuscitator as
inhalator for about 10 minutes. Patient breathing better
after administering oxygen. No Doctor present.

March 29th,1964, S18-4th Street North East. Marvyl Julson age 47 having
difficulty breathing, used E & J resuscitator as
inhalator for about 10 minutes. Patient breathing better
after administering oxygen. No Doctor present.

April 2nd, 1964 112J-2nd Street South West. Residence of Mrs Marion Wells.
Her mother Mrs Lewis Fessler age 98 fel1 in the bedroom.
Mrs Wells age 73 needed help to get her mother into the
bed. Mrs Wells called because she thought the
resuscitator might be needed. The resuscitator was not
needed. she was not injured by the fall apparently.

April 28th. 1964. S18-4th Street North East. Marvyl Julson age 47 having
difficulty breathing. used E. & J. resuscitator as
inhalator for about 10 minutes. Patient breathing better
after administering oxygen. No Doctor present.

11ay 19th. 1964 716-South Taylor Avenue. Joni Hauser age 2 months,
daughter of Mr & Mrs Jim Hauser, possibly strangled.
On arrival of Department mother was giving mouth to
mouth resuscitation. Officer in charge continued with the
mouth to mouth resuscitation after arrival, then switched
to E & J as inhalator for about 5 minutes. Doctor arrived
and child appeared to be OK.

16



EMERGENCY AND FIRST AID CALLS
-continued-

June 8th, 1964, 7:39PM Rear of 642 South Carolina Avenue. Charles Raymond
King 2t month old son of Frank and Marion King, home
residence 1437 North Hampshire Avenue. Found that baby
lying in back seat was not breathing. Dr Healy called and
arrived. Baby pronounced dead by Dr Healy, Used E & J
resuscitator until stopped by Dr Healy. Ambulance took
baby to Park Hospital, Cause of death unknown by ~
Department.

September 22,1964, 5:36PM 86 River Heights Drive. Residence of Gene Payne.
Mrs Anna Lang age 78, home address 125 President Court,
baby sitting at above address, apparently dead on arrival
from possible heart attack. Used E & J resuscitator 25
minutes, Dr Swanson & Dr West present. Mrs Lang pronounced
dead by Dr Swanson.

October 27th,1964, 3:41 PM Nancy Lee Hagen age 22, who resides at 107t 1st
Street South East, overcome by gas fumes from stove and
water heater, in apparent suicide attempt. Party had been
moved from apartment to in front of 107-1st Street South
East by Police who had received call from out of state,
that party had called and had informed them of intentional
suicide. Used E & J as inhalator for about 5 minutes,Party
taken to Park Hospital by Snells Ambulance Service.

November 16th, 1964, 9:11PM 19 South Delaware Avenue, City Hall, Henry Kockler
of 1304 South Carolina Avenue, attending Council Meeting
was having trouble breathing. Used E & J resuscitator as
inhalator, used one bottle of oxygen and inhalator for
16 minutes. Kockler taken to Park Hospital by Snells
Ambulance Service.

November 17th,1964, 9:57AM 316 15th Street North West, Steven Gomez age 1
year, son of John Gomez, had piece of apple caught in
throat and having trouble breathing, upon arrival of
Department mother had disgorged piece of apple and Steven
was apparently OK.

December 15th,196L~, 8:49AM 635 South Adams Avenue, Mr Ray Smith age 74
permanent bed patient. accidently fell out of bed. His
wife was unable to get her husband back into bed. Crew
helped Mr Smith back into bed.

December 17th, 1964, 12:35 PM 635 South Adams Avenue. Mr Ray Smith age 74
permanent bed patient, accidently fell out of bed, his
wife 66 unable to get her husband back into bed. Crew
helped Hr Smith back into bed. Hrs Smith stated she was
seeing about getting Mr Smith admitted to a nursing home,
if not she would see about obtaining a bed with side rails
from the Family Service.
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MONTH

January
February
March ......
April .......
May ••••••• 2
June ........•..
July ••••••

August ••••
September.

October •••

November •• 11

December ••

NUMBER OF ALARMS BY MONTH, DAY AND HOUR
FOR THE YEAR 1964 IN CITY

SUNDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

.•..... 4 ..•... J •••••

5 .' •.•..• 13

; .
............

4 ....•..

9 •......
6 . .

TOTAL

38
41

37

31
35

45

43
30

43
40

TOTAL ... .. ..---------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 483

MONDAY

... 4 .....•. 8 ••••.••. 11.. •............
• • 4 •....•• .. .. . 4 •.•..,•.•••.•.9

9 ...•..• 4 .. .. .. ..... -..5 ••.•........•.

1 •••••• 14 ..... .. .. .. ..7.. ... .. .... ..

.. ... .. .. . 4 4·............•
5 . 7 9·.....•..... •. .
4 ••.••.•.•. 8 6 •... .. .... .. .... .' .
5 5 .. . 7 •.•.•.•.•...•.•... .. .. .. ..

2 5 7 ............. .. .. .. '. ·•...........
8 ••.....• 6 ............6.. .. .. .. .. .. ...

•. •. • • e" •. .5 •.•.•.••.•.•.• 7 .. .. .. .. .. ... ..

2 9 ...............•... •. .. .. .. ·.....•..•....
57 •.... 78 .......73 •..•..•

2 • ••.......• 4 ....
.. . 8 •...

5 •.....•6 • •••

........ 5 ·...

. . 5 ....
6 ••••••• .3 • ••• 10

7 5 ·...· .
4 ••••••• 5 ...•

4 ••.•••• 9 ..••10
o 6 • •••. .
8 •••••.. 10 ·...

57 70• ••••• ·..
ALARMS BY HOUR

1964
****************A.M.****************
HOUR ALARMS
12 - 1 •.••••••••.••••••••••••••• 11

1 - 2 · . 9

2 - 3 5· .
83 - 4 · .
64 - 5 .........•................
65 - 6 · ' '" .
66 - 7 · .

127 - 8 · .
218 9 · .

.......................... . 20
21
23

9 10
10 11

11 12
.......•.................

TOTAL

...........................

4 .....

8 •.•..
7 .
5 •..•.
.....

6 ·.....

1

8 •••••••

8 ...•.....

.3 •••••••

7 •......

. .
J •..•.•..

77 •..••...

****************P.M.*****************
HOUR ~
12 - 1 •..•.•....•...•..........•• 32

1 - 2

4 ••.••

·....
4 •••••10
5 •.•.•

71 ·...

......~..••••.•..•...•....•
2 - 3 · .
3-4 · .
4 - 5 ...........................
5 - 6 ••..•............•...•....•
6 - 7 · .
7 - 8 · ., ..., .
8 9 · .

10
11

11 12

9
10

••..•.........•....•.....•
••..•...................•.
. .

24

41

33

30
39

31
28
21
23
20
13

148 TOTAL
TOTAL ALARMS IN CITY

~J
P.M. 335



FIR E ALARM OFFICE
REPORT

FOR
YEAR ENDING, DECEMBER 31.,1964

**********************************************************************************
ALARMS RECEIVED FOR EACH EIGHT HOUR PERIOD

MONTH 8AMto4PM 4 PM to 12 Mid. 12 Mid. to 8 AM TOTAL
January ......•...... .." .... 17 ·............... 17 .. ............ "........ 4 ........... 38
February ........• "............ 2.5

• ••••••.•.•.•• 11 •.• 14 • •••••••••••••••••• 2 .............. 41
March ......•...... ..... 12 ................. 16 ..................• 9 ........•..• 37
April •..•...••........ 2.5 .. .............. . 19 .•..•••••.......... 6 •• II ••..•••••• .50
May ....•......•....... 12 '••••••.• e." ••••• 1.5...•......•....•... 4 .......•....• 31
June ..,••............• 1.5

'...... ---- ..•....... 13 ........ .. •..... ....." ..- 7 .•..•.•...••. 3.5
July •. '............ ......•.. 19 ...............• 20 •. .•.••••. <It ••••••••••••••• 6 .......~... 45
August ....... ... ..... ." ... 18 ..•..•.. "........... 19 ..... .. ..... ....... ... .... 6 ....•............ 43
September •... •. .... .......... 17 ·.................. 11 .................. .... 2 •••..•...... 30
October .•..•..........• 23 ·... ,. ........... 25 111 •••••••••••••••••• 2 •.••.......... 50
November .••...•.•..... 21 ·.................. 16 ....•..... ..... ..... .. ... 6 ..........•... 43
December .•...•..•.••.... 14 •..•......... ~ 20 .. ..•....... .•........ ... 6 •......•....• 40

TOTAL ••••••••••.••••• 218 ·.." . 20.5 •. •. it ••••.••..•.••.•.••••.• 60 •..•.••••••••• 483

FIRE ALARM OPERATORS

MARVIN C. PETERSON CHARLES F. SWANSON NORMAN J.CHASE
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ALARMS FIRES AND LOSSES FOR EACH BATTALION
BY MONTH FOR YEAR ENDING DECEMBER 31, 1964

MONTH FIRST BATTALION SECOND BATTALION THIRD BATTALION
ALARMS FIRES FIRE LOSS ALAFJ1S FIRES FIRE LOSS ALARMS FIRES FIRE LOSS

JANQ\RY OQ ••• 12 •••••• 5 '.' $ 1,867.50 12 .......•• 7 ..•....$ 85.00 14 ........•..• 4 •.•. $ 432068

FEBRUARy •••• 15 ••••.• 8 ••• 105.00 12 .......•. 5 ••••••• 1,511.60 14 ••..•. "'...• 7 .... 424.80
¥J.ARCH••....• 17 •••.~. 4 ••• 736.88 12 ••...•..• 12 ••••••• 1,959.71 8 ••.•..•...• 7 .•.. 122.65
APRIL •••.••• 22 ••••• 10 ••• 4,190.00 12 •••••••.• 10 •••••• 18,746.92 16 ••.••••••• 12 •... None
MA.Y •••• 11 ••• '" 10 .....• J ... 516.80 11 .•....••• 7 •••.••• 1.061.72 10 .•...•.... to 7 .•.• 612.00
JUNE •••••••• 9 •••••• 5 ••• 3,469050 16 .......... 7 •••..•• 241.00 10 ••.•.•.. ".n .5 •• C)o 110.00
JULY •....••• 1:1. •••••• 6 ... 963.64 16 ......... 8 •.••••• 1,752.00 18 .•.... 0.... 7 ..... 72.59
AUGUST •••••• 12 ••••••11 •.• None 14 ••••••••. ~ 11 ••••.••• 106,,00 17 ••••••••••• 8 ••••• 4,531066
SEPTEHBER ••• 11 •••••• 6 ••• 1,400.89 4 •..•...•• 1 ••••.••• 26.05 15 ........... 6 0 ••• '. 700.53
OCTOBER .~••. 20 ••.•. 13 ••• 3,064.20 16 ........... 6 •••••••• 95.44 14 .....•..•••. 9 .. <1 •• 714•.00
NOVEMBER •••• 10 •••••• 4 ••• 345.00 18 .......•• 8 ••••••• 7,216.86 15 ••••••••••• 6 •••.•10,684.28
DECEMBER •••• 12 ••.••• 7 ••• 211.00 12 ......... 6 •••••• 0 5,217.95 16 •.•••••••~ 10 ••••• 349,,00

TOTALS ••..• 161 ••.•• 82 •••$ 16,870.41 155 •••.•••• 88 •.•••$ 38,020.25 167 •••..•••• 88 •.•$ 18.754.19
R E CAP I T U L A T ION

ALARMS
483

FIRE LOSS
$ 73,644.85

FIRES
258
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DISTRICT FIRE REPORT
FOR THE YEA.'t1964

OPERATION

DISTRICT AM

________ .__ ----:ALARMSRECEIVED BY TELEPHONE
42J-2145NOTIFIER FIRE or 42J- FIRE TOTAL

PM VERBAL POLICE ALARM SPR. BOX 42J •..2146 J124 OVERFLOW
Northwest JJ • • 77 ·.. J ·... 6 ... 6 ·.. 0 0 .., 5 7J •••• 17 •• 110
Northeast 49 •• 69 ..•.. 1 ·.. 14 ••• 24 ,•• 1 0 ... 5 ." . 52 .... 21 • • 118
Southwest J7 • 100 • • 12 ·.. 10 .'... 5 ·.. J ... 0 5 82 .... 20 • • 1J7
Southeast 29 ." 82 ·.. 6 • o_a. 6 0 ·.. 1 • • 0 o •.• 6 ... 72 •••• 27 • • 118
TOTAL ••• IJ8 • JJ.5 22 _f' J6 ••• J5 .5 '0' 0 •• 21 ••• 279 •••• 85 •• 4BJ

VALUES AND LOSSES
BUILDINGS

DISTRICT TOTAL
VALUE

INSURANCE
CARRIED

TOTAL
LOSS

Northwest • •••.. $ 5J6,650.00 ·........ $ 496,550eOO ·................ $ 4,117.05
Northeast ·... ., . J42,670.00 ·~....... JO.5,.5.50.00................ 9,792.79
Southwest • ••••• ,,081,650.00 • ••• 4 •••• J,.516,.500.o0I) ••••••••••••• t" 23.471.39
Southeast ·..... (J..8~0~00 ~ •• e" ••••• 621.690.00 ·................ 16,570.J!
TOTAL ..•.....•$ 6,699,960.00 •.•.•.••.$ 4,940,290.00 ·.............. $ .5J,9.51..54

VALUES AND LOSSES
CONTENTS

TOTAL
VALUE

INSURANCE
CARRIED

TOTAL
LOSS

DISTRICT

Northwest · ..... $ 628,1.50.00 ·......... $ 610,8.50.00 ·............... $ 1,175 •.54
Northeast ·..... 15J,150.00 • ••••••• It 125,9JO.00 ·.............. 7,910.59
Southwest ·..... 2,810,792.00 • •.•••••• 0 1,741,600.00 ·......, ...... ~.... 1,924.87
Southeast ·..... 4701900.00 ·........ 288.2.50.00 ·............... 8,682.31
TOTAL ••••.••••• $4,062,992.00 .: e ••••.••• $ 2,866,7JO.00 ·.............. s 19,69J.J1

TOTAL FOR ALL DISTRICTS
TOTAL VALUE INSURANCE CARRIED TOTAL LOSS
$ 10,762,952.00 $ 7,807,020.00

21
$ 7J,644.85
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ALARMS RECEIVED BY DISTRICTS
FIRE LOSS BY DISTRICTS

----NORTHWEsi-----·------··----.....,:---------- i

4.00 Square Miles \ I
Alarms •••••••••••••••••• 110\ I I
Fires ••••••••••••••••••• 67 \ I NORTHEIS'T'
Valuation ••.••$ 1,164,800.00 \ 2.35 Sq" Miles i

Insurance .'0' $ 1,107,400.00 \ I
Loss ••••••••• $ 5,292.59 Alarms ~••••••••• t ••••••••.•••••• 118~:: I-'~-~-.--.. Fires ~ 46

__ Valuation ••••••• ~••.•• $ 495,820.00
Insurance ••.•••• :.•••• $ 431,480.00

ILOSS •••••••••••••••••• $ 17,703.38

I

t SOUTHEAST
12.30 Square Miles
iAlarms ...••• ,............... 118IFires • 0 C) 0 •• t .••• 0 • • • • • • • • • • • 60
i Valuation "...... $ 1,209,890.00
,!Insurance ••••••• $ 1,010,040.00
Loss o ••••••••••• j~----25.25.2.6:

I II . I

I
i..... _...l---
j
I
I! -------. ._ ...I

FOR

I

1

----- .... ·
SOUTHWEST

3.75 Square Miles
I Alarms •••••••• G ••••••• ". 137

Fires •••• 1&•••• 0.0 •• 0.03. 85
Valuation .00. $ 7,8921442000
Insurance •••• $ 51258~100.00
Loss ••••••••• $ 25,396826

I
I_______ ~_J

I
I . __

-'·1

I(----

THE YEAR
1 964

I

'---_ .._-_._-
=-~~"'I

!
i
I

22



TREND OF FIRE LOSSES 1955 to 1964
TEN YEAR AVERAGE

**************************~****¥~*************************************************************************************
YEAR NUMBER NUMBER AMOUNT OF AMOUNT OF AMOUNT OF AMOUNT OF FIRE LOSS AVERAGE

OF OF PROPERTY INSURANCE INSURANCE FIRE PER LOSS PEH
ALARMS FIRES THREATENED ON PROPERTY LOSS LOSS CAPITA FIRE

**********************************************************************************************************************
1955 .q.' 387 •••••• 206 •••••$ 4,839,877.92 ••$3,626.345.36 .0.$ 40,496.14 •••$ 43,496.14 •••••$ 1.56 ••.••$ 212,,37
1956 •••• 394 ••••. 195 ••••• 3.284,143083 •• 2,935,351000 ••• 55,763028 ••• 66,497.87 ••••• 20412 •••• 341. 01
1957 •••• 328 ••••• 141 ••••• 21419.741.16 •• 2,Q37,432039 .'0 49,735011 ••• 531792&97 ••••• 1,,92 0 •••• 381.51
1958 •••• 429 •••• 0 181 ••••• 6,595:559090 .~ 5,971,760.13 ••~ 94,029~08 ••• 109,070.98 ••••• 3090 0.0.0 602,,60
1959 •••• 474 ••& •• 183 ••••• 2,113;370.76 •• 1,657,812.50 ~•• 157,825.13 ••• 176,254.39 ...•• 6 .•264 ••.• 963011•

1960 •••• 4~~ ••••• 205 .•••• 2,166.590rOO •• 1,751,229.00 ••• 36,948078 ••" 40,239088 ••... 1.313 ••.• 196,29
1961 •••• 477 ••••• 196 ••••• 3,277,653000 .0 2,739,550.00 ••• 31,117,,16 ••• 32,635066 ••..• 1.065 •..• 166.29
1962 •••• 488 ••••• 187 ••••• 4,609,851.00 •• 3,718,925.00 ••• 32 ,57'-1-.14 ••• 44,036.54 ••.•• 1,437 •••• 235.,49
1963 •.•• 524 ••••• 267 ••••• 7,344,025.32 •• 6,625,996.50 ••• 333,851~30 ••• 379,006067 •••.• 120369 '.09 1,419050
1964 •••• 483 ••••• 258 ••••• 10,762,952.00 •• 7,807,020.00 ••• 66,408.49 ••• 73,644.85 ••.•• 2.37 •••.• 285.41
TEN
YEAR
AVERAGE. 443 ••••• 202 ••••• 4,741,376.49 •• 3,887,142.19 ••• 89,874p81 ••• 101,867.59 ••••• 39461 •••• 480~36
***********************************************************************************************************************
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COMPARISON OF ALARMS AND FIRES

YEAR

192 7
192 8

192 9
1 9 :3 0
19:3 1

1 9 :3 2

1 9 :3 :3
1 9 :3 4
1 9 :3 5
19:3 6
19:3 7
1 9 :3 8
19:3 9
194 0

1 9· 4 1
1 942

1 946
1 947
194 8

1 949
1 9 5 0
1 951
1 952
1 95:3
1 9 5 4
1 955
1 9 5 6
1 957
1 958
1 959
196 0
1 961
196 2
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SEPTEMBER ••••••'O •••••• 30 • •••••• ~ Ii ••••••••• ~ ••• 7 •••••••••••••. ~..•..••••• 23 . , .. , ., . 22

POLICE DEPARTMENT COOPERATION AT CITY ALARMS
YEAR 1964

TOTAL NUMBER
OF

ALARMS
TOTAL ALARMS

NO POLICE
PRESENT

TOTAL ALARMS
POLICE
PRESENT

TOTAL NUMBER
OF POLICE
AT ALARMS

MONTH

JANUARY ......... ... ..... 38 ·.................. ,...... 10 • ••••• j •••••••••••••• It •••• 28 ...... ,............ ,.., .. 31
FEBRUARY ....... ..~...... 41 •..•.. t.·,····.·· ...... 4 ·.........~.............. 37 ............... , ... ".,.,. 41

MARCH ••• 4 •••• ., •••••••• 37 ·............................ 11 ·.... -- ...................... 26 ·........... ,.......... " .... 27
APRIL .................... 50 ·.......................... 15 • ••• " •••••• it •••• ~ ••••••• 35 ·......... ,................... 41
MAY .. ..... ... ... .. .......... 31 • •• " ••••••••• lit ••••••••••• 4 • •••••••••••••••••• ., •••• It ••• 27 ............ ,.. , ....... , .. 28
JUNE ...... ., . -. ~., ....... 35 • ••••••••••••• 4 ••• ill: •••. ? • •••• ., •• ~ ••••• It •••••••••• 28 .. ~.... ·.··.f· ..... ,..... 29
JULY .~.•....•...•••..• 45 , •••••••••••••••• __ 4J •• _ •• 12 ·................... -. ... 33 ·.......................... 36
AUGUST ••• e- •••••••••• e • 43 ·...................... ., 11 • e •••••• 4 •••.•••••• ., ••••• 32 ~., ••••••••••• 41 •••••••• ,. 33

ocroBER •.••.•••..•••••..• 50 • ••••••• " •••••• It •••••••• 12 • ••••••.•.••.•• , •••• e •••••• 38 ...~ , ,.;. .. 41
NOVEMBER <I' f' ••••.••••• ., 43 • •• , ••••••• II •• ,. ••• " •••• 11 , . 32 · . 46

DECEMBER ••..•.•.•••••• 40 · . 13 •... -•.... , .•...........• 27 · . 26

TOTAL •••••••••It ••• « •• 483 · , . 117 •••••••••••••.••••.•••• 366 • •••• P •••• •• ••••••• •••••• 401
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YEARLY PER CAPITA LOSS
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• YEARLY FIRE LOSS FROM 1927 THROUGH 1904-
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REPORTTO NATIONALBOARDOF FIRE UNDERWRITERS
I l i ~.'ta ~

t' ~ Q) .8 Ii
~

+> CI)

~ALARMS ~
.g n (/)

~
.g ~ TOTAL~ .r-f § ~ :3

~ -2 ~ ~
~ ~

bO +> > o
:i! Po :3 c8 o 0 Q)

f--.-
>-:> ~ < >-:> >-:> < 0 z ~

1. RESIDENTIAL
-.:-..:: ~-=--

Dwellings, Tenements
6 4 6apar;mentst Hotels, Rooming 5 1 3 4 4 1 3 5 7 49

<lI~ .•. ,"", ••

2. NON.•.RESIDENTIALAS-sEFmLY ..-1--'

Office Buildings, Threatres,
Churches, Hospitals, 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 2
InstitutionsT Schools.
3. MERCANTILE

---

Retail and Wholesale Trade,
Restaurants. Bars t Repair Shops I 2 0 1 2 0 1 2 1 1 0 1 1 12
Filling Stations,
Public Gara~e8
4. MANUFACTURING ~-.-
Factories, Breweries,Canneries
Bakeries I Laundries t Printing, 0 0 0 0 1 0 1 0 0 0 1 2 5
Other Mfg. & Processing

.5. STORAGE,ETC.
- --- .--- - ..

-Warehouses, Piers, Wharves, 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 1
~rain Elevators and Storage . . •...- - __ •• ~ ___ • _ •• w

6. PUBLIC UTILITIES
Power Plants, Pumping and 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Transformer Stations

! 7. MISCELLANEOUS
.- ~ ._- ..

I A.Detached Private Garages &Ban s 0 1 0 3 0 3 0 0 2 2 0 1 12

I B. All Other Buildings 0 0 1 0 0 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 3

8.
..- f--_ •.. f..--.- f- .. - .

In Grass
0 11 13 20 3 4 10 16 1 14 5 0 97

Or Brush

9.. ALL OTHERFIRES
- ------- . -- . ~-- ....

Autos, Boats, Lumber, 8 4 3 6 9 4 3 12 6 6 4 12 77
Yards. Outdoor Machinery
ill 10. MISCHIEVOUSAND

..

f(l)•••••+> MALICIOUSLYFALSE ALARMSr... ....• SMOKESCARES, HONEST 12 11 4 2 4 6 15 6 8 11 16 10 105
s::.~On MISTAKES, WRONGLOCATIONS
s:: ••. 4 r.r.TT1ENTALALARMS
Ol+> 11. FIRST AIDE, ACCIDENTS,

.-e .....
"'u EMERGENCYCALLSAND 10 10 10 6 10 12 9 7 9 11 9 7 120
~.~ INVESTIGATIONS-
12. Number of alarm

-_._ ...

Outside of City
5 6 5 8 5 3 9 0 1 5 4 1 52These Fiyures do not show in

C.Ql.:tl:tms to 11 inclusive
13. Total Number of Alarms -
Add Columns 1 to 12 inclusive 43 47 42 58 36 38 54 43 31 55 ~J~~535

. 1--._--

14. Deaths Among Firemen 0 0 0 0 0 0 o· 0 0 0 0, 0 0

Civilians H 0 I 01 0, 0 0 0 I O! O! 0 ~ 0 , 'I 0 II 0
._____ J.:....._~.__ ._.:... __ .__ ._J..__._._.._!.... ____ :......___ • __ ",_,,_,, ___ ,,_
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TOWNSHIP ALARMS UNDER COUNTY TAXATION '1

Mason Township ••••••.•_••..••••.•..eo,.. .• • • • • . • )4
South half of Limecreek Township ••••••••• 14

MUTUAL AID AND CONTRACT ALARMS
Contract Call in PorUand Township ••••••• 1
Assist Clear Lake Department ••••••••••••• 1
Assist Manly Department •••••••••••••••••• 1
Assist Nora Springs Department ••••••••••• 1
TOTAL OUT OF CITY ALARMS •••••••••••••••••.•••••• 52

74 fires were controlled and extinguished with 1 booster line only
8 fires were controlled and extinguished with 2 or more booster lines.

94 fires were controlled and extinguished with handpumps.
Booster pumps and handPUmps were used 17 times to wash gasoline, fuel oil and
other foreign substances from streets, alleys and parking lots.

APPOINTMENTS
February 5, 1964. Norman J. Chase age 25 married and resides at 15-25th

Street South West appointed Probationar,y Fireman, he took
the Entrance Examination April 1963, he was taken from the
Civil Service Certified list of April 19,1963

Februar,y 19, 1964. Dennis J.Reardon age 24, married and lives at 512 South
Polk Place. Appointed Probationar,y Fireman. He took the
Entrance Examination April 1963 and passed with the_grade
of 86~. He 'was taken from the Civil Service Certified list
of April 2,1964.

August 16, 1964. Gerald Herle Tatum. age 28, married and lives at 930-15th
Place North East. Appointed Probationary Fireman, he passed
the entrance test April 1st,1964 with the grade of 86~.
He was taken from the Civil Service Certified list of
Apri:\.2,1964.

RESIGNED
Februar,y 16, 1964. Victor H. Dietz, Fireman 1st Class, resigned from the

Department to go into business for himself. Victor Dietz
was appointed to the Fire Department December 11, 1954.

August 1, 1964. Charles H. Shill, Fireman 1st Class, resigned from the
Department to work for the Prudential Insurance Co. as
Salesman collector. Mr Shill was appointed to the Fire
Department November 16,1960.

RETIRED
Februar,y 1, 1964. Leo M.Powers, Fireman 1st Class, retired from the Fire

Department after 27 years 2 month of service. Leo M. Powers
was appointed to he Fire Department December 1st, 1936.
He had reached his 55th birthday August 15,1963. Most 'of 'his
time in the Department was spent as driver of the Quad.Co.
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PROMOTIONS
RICHARD M. \vALSH, Fireman 3rd Class promoted to Fireman 2nd Class January 7,

1964. He passed the 2nd Class examination ,with the grade," •
of 956fo.

ROBERT H. ARNDT Fireman 3rd Class promoted to Fireman 2nd Class June 1.
1964. He passed the 2nd Class examination with the grade
of 93dj,.

NORMAN J. CHASE Probationary Fireman promoted to Fireman 3rd Class August
5.1964. He passed the 3rd Class examination with the grade
of 9z%>.

DENNIS J.REARDON Probationary Fireman promoted to Fireman 3rd Class August
19,1964. He passed the 3rd Class examination with the
grade of 97~.

GEORGE R.PIERSON Fireman 2nd Class promoted to Fireman 1st Class November
16,1964. He passed the 1st Class examination with the
grade of 98~.

SCHOOL & DRILL TIME
During the year a total of 2657 man hours of supervized school and drill
time was conducted for the fire fighting force, this time as divided among
a variety of subjects, such as connecting to hydrants, pump drill. raising
of ladders, the location of hydrants, streets, also the beginning. breaks
and ending of streets, the location on the truck and the proper use of most
the tools and equipment.

, RECOMMENDATIONS
Man Power is of course a pressing problem. Due primarily to State Laws
cutting the firemens work week hours.
Because of this we are as you know working with a base of two men less on
each shift than over the previous hours.
However we have to some extent overcome or are working on conditions that
could overcome some of the loss of man power. Primarily A VERY HEAVY
CONCENTRA TION ON FIRE PREVENTION AND ITS l1ANY PHASES. This has thrown a
heavy load on the Fire Prevention Bureau.
Also by use of the Call In of members to a greater extent than in the past.
Also in shift of duties of some members during drill time or absence due
to sickness etc.
However it still remains, that we must seriously think of increasing our
base man power in the near future. Especially in that much valuation in
buildings etc. are locating on the outer portions of our City. To name
a few, the new high school, Blue Ribbon Pack, and the development of
business on highway 18 West, new large nursing homes quite a distance from
any station, and with the probability that this outer growth will continue.
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In conclusion, I take this opportunity to extend my hearty
appreciation to you and the members of the City Council for
their loyal support in all Fire Department matters, for without
this support the efficiency of the department could not have
been maintained.

It affords me great pleasure to commend to you the officers
and members of the Fire Department and the Fire Prevention
Bureau for the faithful and efficient manner in which they have
discharged their duties.

I also take this opportunity to express my thanks to all
other City Departments for their good will and cooperation
during the year.

To the Mason City Globe Gazette, Radio Stations and Television
Station, I extend my sincere thanks and appreciation for their
cammendator,y and impartial reports and articles relating to the
work performed by this Department.

Respectfully Submitted,

e~1;t:4;f~d'
Clirlo£ J.Pierle, Chief,
r~son City Fire Department
Mason City, Iowa.


