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ANNUAL REPORT
MASON CITY FIRE DEPARTMENT
YEAR ENDING DECEMBER 31, 1975
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January, 1976

The Honorable Kenneth E. Kew, Mayor
City Hall
Mason City, Iowa

Dear Mayor Kew:

I have the honor to submit to you herewith the ANNUAL REPORT of the
Mason City Fire Department for the year ending December 31, 1975.

This is my sixth and the sixty-sixth annual report of the Fire
Department.

This report will show in detail the record of operations, alarms,
valuations, insurance, and losses on fires which the Department re-
sponded to during the year. The information contained herein is al-
most entirely compiled within the corporate limits of the City; how-
ever, township alarms and mutual aid calls will appear occasionally
in this report.

If you wish additional information pertaining to the Department, it
will be supplied to you upon request.

All insured losses herein are the adjusted losses received from the
insurance adjusters whenever possible.

Respectfully submitted,

ﬁohn H. Holt, Chief

Mason City Fire Department
Mason City, Iowa
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MASON CITY FIRE DEPARTMENT
ANNUAL REPORT - 1975
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PERSONNEL

Mason City Fire Department

Year Ending December 31, 1975

Chief of the Department . .

Assistant Chief . . . « « .

Chief of Fire Prevention Bureau

Captain of the Department .

InspectorsSe « s o s o« s o o

Lieutenant of the Department.

Fire Fighter First Class.
Fire Fighter Second Class .
Fire Fighter Third Class. .

Probationary Fire Fighter .

Total personnel,

‘grades.
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FIRE DEPARTMENT ORGANIZATION - 1975
KENNETH E. KEW, MAYOR
COUNCIL PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE
Harlan Johnson, Chairman

Stanley Reynolds

Lester R. Davis

John H. Holt
Chief of Department

Eonald C. VanHorn
Assistant Chief
& Drillmaster

John H. Bender
Chief of Fire Prevention
Bureau

Thomas 0. Madden Charles Swanson Terry Wedmore
Fire Department Inspectors

Joel Chase

The Department has three Battalions, each composed of:

Salvage Co.
Engine Co. No. 1
Engine Co. No. 2

Engine Co. No. 3
Aero Chief
Aerial Co.

Civil Defense and
Emergency Units

BATTALION PERSONNEL

FIRST BATTALION

SECOND BATTALION

THIRD BATTALION

Captain George Pierson
Lieutenant Dan N. Allen
Richard Walsh
James Hickey
Gerald Tatum
Lyle Battleson
Roger Poohl
Larry Kuhl
Richard Morris
Claude Funk
William Trask
Randy Wedmore

_.Eire
ighters

Dwaine McDougle
Marvin R. Gerdes
Robert Arndt
Ralph Luecht
Larry Harrington
Dennis Scott
Spencer Weaver
James Koch
Fredrick Lehmann
Robert Allen
Reggie Wilson
Robert Skellenger

Richard R. Blunt
Harold Marsh
James Johnson
Donald Wedmore
Robert Lofing
David Balek
Kenneth Christensen
Max Hubbard
Albert Dietz
James Myklestad
Kurt Morud

James Borger




DATE PROMOTED

NAME AND RANK APPOINTED TO RANK
CHIEF
John H. Holt Jul 18, 46 Apr 1, 70
ASSISTANT CHIEF
Ronald C. Van Horn Feb 1, 56 Jul 1, 70
CHIEF OF FIRE PREVENTION BUREAU
John H. Bender Jun 1, 51 Jul 1, 70
CAPTAINS
Richard B, Blunt Mar 20, 48 Feb 26, 69
Dwaine 0. McDougle Jul 19, 46 Oct 5, 74
George R. Pierson Nov 16, 62 Sep 4, 75
INSPECTORS
Thomas 0. Madden Jan 1, 56 Jul 1, 70
Charles F, Swanson Nov 1, 54 Apr 9, 74
N. Joel Chase Feb 5, 64 Nov 10, 74
Terry L. Wedmore Jul 2, 69 Apr 11, 74
LIEUTENANTS
Dan N. Allen Nov 19, 46 Feb 26, 69
Marvin R. Gerdes Jul 16, 51 Feb 1, 63
Harold R. Marsh Oct 23, 53 Aug 16, 60
Richard M. Walsh Jan 7, 63 Jul 1, 70
James E Johnson Aug 16, 60 Oct 5, 74
Robert H. Arndt Jun 1, 63 Sep 3, 75
FIRE FIGHTER FIRST CLASS
Ralph R. Luecht Nov 1, 51 Nov 1, 53
James J. Hickey Jun 16, 55 Jun 16, 57
Donald E. Wedmore Mar 16, 57 Mar 16, 59
Robert P. Lofing Apr 1, 59 Apr 1, 61
Gerald M. Tatum Aug 16, 64 Aug 16, 66
Dennis 0. Scott Sep 16, 65 Sep 16, 67
Lyle J. Battleson Oct 16, 65 Oct 16, 67
Larry P. Harrington Jun 1, 66 Jun 1, 68
Roger J. Poohl Aug 16, 66 Aug 16, 68
David C. Balek Mar 1, 67 Mar 1, 69
Spencer M Weaver May 16, 68 May 16, 70
Larry L. Kuhl Apr 28, 70 Apr 28, 72
Richard A. Morris May 6, 70 May 6, 72
James J. Koch Jun 2, 70 Jun 2, 72
Kenneth A. Christensen Aug 4, 70 Aug 4, 72
Frederick J. Lehmann Aug 4, 70 Aug 4, 72
Max K. Hubbard Qct 28, 70 Oct 28, 72
Claude L. Funk May 25, 71 May 25, 71
William L. Trask Oct 3, 72 Oct 3, 74
Randy C. Wedmore Feb 26, 73 Feb 26, 75
Robert J. Allen Feb ﬁé, 73 Feb 26, 75

E P =R NIC

=
oMM~ 0 EFINWEOO O

N W EFontniiiinin ~3 N0 \O N0

=




1

=

e,

NAME AND RANK
FIRE FIGHTER FIRST CLASS

Albert B. Dietz
Allen J. Myklestad
Kurt W. Morud

FIRE FIGHTER SECOND CLASS
Reggie Wilson
Robert Skellenger

PROBATIONARY FIRE FIGHTER

James Borger

Average years service for Department

Average age of all members:

DATE
APPOINTED

Feb 26, 73
Feb 26, 73
Oct 1, 73

Jun 3, 74
Oct 8, 74

Sep 5, 75

PROMOTED
TO_RANK

Feb
Feb
Oct

Jun
Oct

Sep

members:

% §
37

YRS MO DYS
75 2 10 4
75 2 10 L4
T2 2 229
75 1 6 28
75 i § 2 23

75 0 325

years 5 mo 13 days
years 6 mo 14 days
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MEMBERSHIP ON PENSION AND RETIREMENT

DATE OF
PENSION OR RANK HELD AT TIME MONTHLY
RETIREMENT OF RETIREMENT NAME PENSION
Oct 1, 54 Widow of Fireman lst Cl s. W. McGrath $131.67
Aug 1, 50 Fireman lst Cl Leo D. King 289,94
Feb 1, 52 Captain T.M. Keenan 166.35
Oct 27, 53 Widow of Fireman lst Cl Mrs. E. Fields 153.41
Aug 1, 54 Widow of Lieutenant Mrs. F. E. Moore 27215
Oct 1, 54 Lieutenant M.A. Lauen 272 .28
Oct 1, 54 Widow of Lieutenant Mrs. M.J. Faktor 163.47
Sep .1, 56 Widow of Chief Mrs. J. Kelley 193.75
Aug 1, 61 Fireman 1lst Cl F.0. Grelk 314.82
Nov 1, 62 Widow of Chief Mrs. A.B. Arnold 218.34
May 1, 63 Widow of Lieutenant Mrs. H.H. Hutchinson 167.85
Feb 1, 64 Fireman 1lst Cl L.M. Powers 327.55
May 2, 66 Fireman 1lst Cl J.J. Carroll 328.66
Feb 1, 67 Supt Fire Prev Bureau H.E. Schurtz 355.55
Feb 1, 69 Captain J.K. Cunningham 429,57
Apr 18, 69 Fireman 1lst Cl L.E. Gardinier 302.21
Nov 1, 69 Widow of Clerk Mrs. R.D. Waller 176.53
Feb 1, 70 Fireman 1lst C1l A.B. Hesse 285.00
Apr 1, 70 Chief C.J. Pierce 497,09
Jun 1, 70 Lieutenant E.J: Fritsz 289.75
Jul 1, 70 Fireman 1lst Cl L.A. Arnold 291.77
Jul 15, 70 Fireman lst Cl L.H. Moore 423.39
Aug 1, 70 Lieutenant Frank Hesse 423,18
May 1, 71 Fireman l1lst Cl M.M. Dosen 270,28
Oct 1, 72 Fireman 1lst Cl D.J. Reardon 324,57
Feb 11, 73 Fireman 1lst Cl W.M. Berry 298.70
Aug 31, 73 Widow of Fireman 1lst C1 Mrs. W.H. Cunningham 367.32
Sep 21, 74 Captain Louis V. Rice
May 17, 75 Captain V.A. Lauer 360.19
PROMOTIONS & APPOINTMENTS - 1975
PROMOTED
NAME DATE FORMER RANK TO RANK
Randy C. Wedmore February 26, 1975 F.F. 2nd Cl F.F. 1st Cl
Robert J, Allen February 26, 1975 F.F. 2nd Cl F.F. 1st Cl1
Albert B. Dietz February 26 1975 F.F. 2nd Cl F.F. 1st C1
Allen J. Myklestad February 26, 1975 F.F. 2nd Cl F.F. 1st C1
Kurt W. Morud October 1, 1975 F.F. 2nd C1 F.F. 1lst Cl
Reggie Wilson June 3, 19?5 F.F. 3rd C1 F.F. 2nd C1
Robert Skellenger October 8, 1975 F.F. 3rd Cl F.F. 2nd Cl1
James Borger September 5, 1975 Probationary
RETIREMENT
Vincent A. Lauer May 17, 1975 Captain 29 years svc
- b=
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FIRE APPARATUS & MOTOR CARS
December 31, 1975

NOTE: All apparatus and motor cars have 3-way
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Motorola radios except Civil Defense unit.

CAR NO. YEAR CYLINDERS MAKE TYPE
1 1973 8 Ford Chief's Car
2 1967 8 Ford Fire Dept. Car
Salvage Co. 1970 6 American 1000 GPM Cent.
LaFrance Pump & Booster
Engine #1 1957 6 FwWD 750 GPM Cent.
Pump & Booster
Aerial Co. 1950 1.2 Seagrave 750 GPM
Pump & Booster,
85" Aerial
3 1972 8 Ford Fire Prevention
Bureau Car
Engine #3 1956 12 Seagrave 750 GPM Cent.
Pump & Booster
Engine #2 1962 6 FWD 1000 GPM Cent.
Pump & Booster
1950 8 Ford Civil Defense
Generator Unit
Grass Buggy 1951 b4 Willis Grass Buggy
Jeep
Aero Chief 1972 8 American 1500 GPM Cent.
LaFrance Pump & Booster

90* Elevated
Plarform
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ANNUAL REPORT OF THE FIRE PREVENTION BUREAU
YEAR ENDING DECEMBER 31, 1975

The Fire Prevention Bureau was organized on September 1, 1937, by
action of the City Council. On July 1, 1970, John H. Bender was

appointed Chief of the Bureau, having served as Assistant of the

Bureau since March 27, 1967. The Bureau now consists of four (4)
Inspectors.

The Bureau made and supervised a total of 5937 inspections during
1975. Special effort was made during the holiday season to pro-

tect 1life and property in the business district, and many hazards
were removed and corrected as a result of the work of the Bureau.
A year-round program of Fire Protectiom was conducted, with special
emphasis during Fire Prevention Week. Investigations were made of
false alarms and fires of undetermined or mysterious orgin.

BUREAU ACTIVITIES

Regular InspectionsS. « o o « o o s o o o o « o » o 4342
ReinspectionsS. = « « o o o 5 s« @ p « o & &« 2 s » « 559
Special IngpectionsB. « « o« s « « § o s » « a s » »« 1036

TOTAL. . L] - L] L] L] . ] L] L] L] (] L] [] L] ] L] L] . L] . . 593?

Commercial building inspections. ¢ « « « « + & . 3882
Industrial insbectionss « s v & ®f & 5 & & 5 & » 59
Warehouse inspections. . « « + = 5 o s o » s s o o« 65
Wholesale inspectionsS.: « « o « o § o o o o o s » 11
Apartment dnspectionB8. « o « » & 5 » 5 = & & & = 228
Hotel InBpeetionBs s v w # s 3 ® % » & & ® & & 20
Nursing Home inspections « + « o« s o « s o s s o & L&
Theater inspections. « o « 5 &« o ¥ & & & & » & & (@ 8
Hospital inspections . . . . . . 5w e i B L9
School inspections . . o & 8 & s @ . i # 312
Church inspections . « o « o & . 5 & WO oE e 39
Paint spray booth inspections. . « « » o+ « » o & 16
Fire escape inspections. « o« « s o o o s s o« o s 3
Garage inspections . + « o » o o o o s v & &« » » « 163
Gasoline & 0il Bulk Plant inspections. « « = » « . 10
Gasoline & Fuel Tank installations s & % W N 8 8 k
Miscellaneous inspections. « s+ « s o « « » « « « o 1029
Dormitory inspections. . « « « o « « & s o » « » 3
TOTAL: % o,9 o o % s & o % s & &« o @ & & o @ . 5937

FIRE DEPARTMENT INSPECTIONS
1st BATTALION 2nd BATTALION jrd BATTALION DEPARTMENT

202 368 312 972
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CORRECTED

OR REMOVED

CONDITIONS REFERRED TO DEPARTMENTS

Building Department. . . . s+ o

Electrical Department. . .
Sanitary Department. . .

Plumbing Department. . . .«

Police Department. . . . .

Police Court . « « ¢« o o
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ELECTRICAL WIRING
Drop Cords in ViOIatione o -] L] -] ] L] L] L] (] ] L] (] L] L ] L] ?5
Improper electrical Wiring . o s« o ¢ o o o s o o o o o 69

BURNING PERMITS ISSUED: « o« s o o s » s ¢ s o o s s « » ¢ &« 1082

NOTICES SERVED
Orders to comply « + o . ¢ % 6 09 w w8 o ® o w8 280
Compliance with correctlons ordered. i % & 3 s e @ ¥ EBE

CONDITIONS INVESTIGATED

Improper handling of waste materials

Rubbl Sh L L] ° L ] L] o o L L] o L] o o L] (]
Combustibles too close to heat source.
Extinguishers outdated . . .
Flammable liquids violations . . &
Flammable decorations. « « o o« o« o

a 8 ® ©° ®
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New extinguisher needed. . .
Exit door not swinging out .
Electrical ocutlet not proper .
Storage blocking sprinkler system.
Metal can for rags « « s s « o o o
Cut weeds around building. . . o
Improper washing vat « « ¢ o« o & &
Removal of Carbon Tech. extinguisher . « « « &«
Plaster off ceiling in place of business . .
Overfusing < i » & « & 5 # % % % 8 @ ® & a
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OBSTRUCTIONS INVESTIGATED
Fire escapes « « o o =
Hallways « « « & w @« w»
BXIE8s o o o & s & & @
Fire doors + « + s »
Aisles . . & . s e
Exit lights out or not
Exit door locked . .
Exit door out of order
Fire door out of order . s
Capacity signs : o o o o o o o o s o
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ADDITIONAL ACTIVITIES OF THE BUREAU

CONDUCTED 39 INVESTIGATIONS OF FIRES: 39 CAUSES ESTABLISHED
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25,
26.

Held Fire Drills in all schools.

Held Fire Prevention Programs in all schools.

Held Fire Drills at Mercy Hospital 7 times.

The Bureau distributed 200 Fire Department calanders.

The Bureau distributed Fire Prevention Posters to business places.
Inspectors school at Souix City attended by 3 Bureau members.
The Bureau held safety talks and showed films for Nursing Homes,
Hospitals, business places and all schools. 5500 attended.
Supervised location and installation of 19 undergraound tanks.
The Bureau assisted with drowning operations at Charles City.
Checked blueprints for 8 business places.

. Survey for fire extinguishers in 20 business places.

Bureau attended Iowa state fire school for 3 days.

Bureau attended evacuation school at Good Shephard Home 1 day.
Bureau attended school for regulators at Marshalltown.

Bureau attended Fire Marshall school in Desi Moines 2 days.
Assisted State Fire Marshal's Office 7 times.

All city buildings inspected for fire hazards 3 times.

Bureau held skin diving classes for all divers 25 times.

Held fire safety baby sitting classes for the Red Cross 2 times.
Bureau worked Band Festival.

The Bureau taped and filmed a movie for NIACC for Memorial Hosp.
Assisted Sheriff's Dept in recovering autos from pits.

The Bureau helped test the emergency fire pump at Mercy Hosp.
Assisted Mason City Police in recovering auto from pits.

All Bureau members attended and completed Defensive Driving
course.

All Bureau members attended Radiclogical Monitoring School.

Respectfully submitted,

/s/ John H. Bender

John H. Bender, Chief

Fire Prevention Bureau
Mason City Fire Department

FIRE_OPERATING REPORT FOR YEAR 1975

ANAISIS OF ALARNS RECEIVED IN CITY TOWNSHIP &

MUTUAL AID

Verbally: o « o o » « &

Dispatcher. . . o & o

Automatic Fire Alarm. & oW §

Radio . & .

TOTAL ALARMS RESPONDED TO IN 19?5
False Alarms . . . B 5
Alarms received in A M,. :
Alarms received in P.M.. .

- 10 =

0
41
0
0
41
0
9
32

2z ;
455
45
2
504
29
175
329
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TOWNSHIP &
ANALYSIS OF FIRE CALLS IN CITY MUTUAL AID

Miles traveled to fires. « « « « o « o & o o X36Rs7 o & «» H20
Hours worked at fires. « . " e i o & @ 238:0%s & e 38.30
Number of firemen responding to alarms ‘ « » 3387 o o o« 144

Number of times pumps operated for booster . . 119 . & » 18
Number of times pumps operated for hose lines. 16 5 @ 8 2
Portable pump operated . . « « o o o s o s o & 0 T 0
3" hose used (feet). « « « 4 « & « &« &« « « « « 2350 e 0
23" hose used (feet) « + « « « o o o « « o« « o 1325 . . 2100
12" hose used (feet)e « o « v s o« o« o s o« « « 4050 « » « 530
Booster hose used (feet) « « ¢« &« « o o & . 40250 « » s 3750
Booster tank used (gallon) « « + « « « & « & 29320 « + o 8670
Hand pumps used (gallon) « « « ¢ o « o s o « « 142.5 , . . 12.5
5 1b. dry powder extinguisher used . . . . . & . s 0
20 1b. dry powder extinguisher used. . « « o . 6 o b 0
30 1b. dry powder extinguisher used. . . . . . 0 . @ 0
Ladders used (feet) + « « ¢« ¢ ¢« ¢« ¢+ o « ¢« o s« 559 . « 108
Hydrants used. . . 5 b 5k om B A4 16 . & @ 1
Scott Air Pak Masks - 15 mlnutes « W om om e w m 19 “ ¥ = 0
Scott Air Pak Masks - 30 minutes . « « +« « « & 92 o & & 3
E & J Resuscitator and Inhalator used. . . . . 3 s 0
Light Generator used . . « « « + & % B @y L o ¥ 0
5" hose tsed (feet): i & o « & » & w & » . « 150 P s 0
250 watt light useds « o « » s s o » & & & & 2 . 0
500 watt light used. . « « « o & . ® o . 3 . B % 0
Smoke ejector used TS TrTE . - . o 68 o % 1
Fires out on arrival « s o « ¢ o o 5 s o o o s o ! % @ o
TYPE OF BUILDINGS INVOLVED IN FIRE

Reinforced concrete. « o« « « « . TR EE 4 ¥ i 0
Brick & Stone. « « « « . R T R S 25 i oo L
Ironelad « « & # s & » oo EE EREEEE 4 . B 4 2
PYaiBe s s & @ @ 5 5 & % % % 8 % % 8 5 4 @ o & 51 i 5w 9
Hollow tile. . . R B B 5 Roum i B e 0 ¢ % w 1
Other than bulldlng flres. . v oeon s omow omow LG7 s & @ 12
In Automobiles & TruckS.: « » « s s o o« s o « & 61 5 & e 1

EXTENT OF FIRES - 1975

Confined to:

Point of origin « s s ¢ % # 8 o & & = » 219 . o e 22
Room oF OFPEEING s 5.5 s o & 2 & & & 3 5 @ 11 . = e 0
Floor of oriEin: 5 5 5 & & & % 5 & & & @ & 2 B 0
Building. . . v b kel s 8 . % 6
Extended to ad301n1ng bulldlng T 1 ¢ e » 0
Extended beyond adjoining building . . . . e 0 o o s 0

ww LI =




VALUATION & LOSSES

TOTAL VALUES

BOLIAINES. v « » » = @ o % & @& & 2 & »

Contents . . . . w oW

Total all property 1nvolved 1n fire. .
TOTAL INSURANCE

Buildings. « « « s s o o 5 s o o s o

Contents . . . . s e

Total all property 1nvolved 1n fire. .
TOTAL INSURANCE LOSS

BullAdifigBe « = » » & & o o 3 % @ = w »

Contents « s s o 5 s & » 3 £ W o % W

Total insurance loss for 19?5 I

TOTAL INSURED AND UNINSURED LOSS
Bulldlngs G o & % 0w 8 @ @ %
Contents s + & & s v & & % % & & = i
Total insured and uninsured loss

for

COMPARISON OF LOSSES
Loss for the year 1974 . + + « « .« .
Loss for the year 1975 « « « o« « + &

AMOUNT OF 10SS PER FIRE
Nonié « « s.o % o & »
Less than $5.00., . .
Less than $100.00. .
Less than $500.00.
Less than $1,000.00.
Less than $5,000.00, .
Less than $10,000.00 .
Over $10,000.00. , . .

- & = = =
= &« = ® © © =
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PERSONS KILILED & INJURED DUE TO FIRE, 1975
Firemen killed . « + o« + o &
Firemen injured. . « « « . .
Civiliana killed « « « o =

Civilians injured. « « «

SALVAGE WORK, 1975
At Tires: i .« 2 o @ & 4 % @ &
Salvage covers used at flres . s e .
Salvage covers used other than flres .
Other that fires: s & & % s @& @

- 12 =

$ 8,587,354.00
1,744,562 .48
10.331.916.48

$ 7,147,968.00
1,244,02?.2?
8,397,995.27

$ 39,756.18
67,889.34
107,645, 52

- $ 79,237.85

74,075.84
153,313.69

$ 879,298.26
153,313.69

224



DESCRIPTION OF CAUSES

Arson. . .

Auto exhaust plpe
Auto transmission.
Barbecue burner.

Broken gas line (Auto) a= W, el
Birds nest in chimney.

CAUSES OF FIRES 1975

Box o0ld rags & blankets. . . « . &

Cutting torch.

Coals from barbecue grlll
Carburetor backfire. . .

Carburetor flooded
Children playing with flre .
Children playing with matches.

Clgar dn trash can « « = » « » o » »

Cigarettes

Cloth on eléctrlc llght bulb .

Cigarette lighter.

Cloth bags on electric clothes dryer

Defective gas space heater . .
Defective furnace.

Dust on furnace.

Demolition derby .

Electric short
Electric short
Electric short
Electric short
Electric short
Electriec short
Electric short
Electric short
Electric short

Electric wire in trees . . « « &
Faulty control on oven .
Fcod in stove broiler.
Faulty tank heater .

Fire place soot.

Faulty oil heater.

in
in
in
in
in
in
in
in
in

dryer. . .
electric cord ¥
house wiring .

utility wiring .
auto wiring. .

toaster. « « «
blanket. . . «
stove. . . 3
electric heater

" = & = & = & = = =

5 e 8 ®
" = & =8 »

Fuel line leaking on hot auto englne
Faulty starter on Mini Bike. . .

Faulty fire place.

Gas spill.
Gas fumes. .

Gas on hot manlfold. T EE R
Gas ignition on snowmobile . . . .

Garbage on truck .

Grease on stove.

Grease on grill
Grass plant. .
Hot ashes. . .

Hot auto engine blanket. . : . 5 » :

Leaking L.P. gas .

m e @& ® ® ® ®© ® 8 =
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| CAUSES OF FIRES 1975
Continued
[ Descripbion o f Gauses Number
Mattl“‘: J fUEl Oll. . . . N . . - . . . . . . . . » l
Open Lu1n1ng o & & . s e 8 s s s e s s e e s s e 2
~ Overheated radio apedker o W 3 & % & W s s e @ w e a @ @ 1
Overheated cooking oil + + « ¢ o & & o & e & s 8 & 1
Overheated clothes dryer . . + o o« » o & B #r m & o 3
- Overheated pan of food + ¢ « + ¢ o & o & . . o . 1
OVEI‘heaI}({éd taI‘ k&ttle- - . L] L] ] L] L] [ L] . (] L] . . . l
Overheated steam pipe. . « « « ¢ « & ¢ « ¢« & o &« o &« o 1
0il on hot manifold. . . « « & . T 2
a8 Over}ledted cormn dryer- . . . . . . . . . . . . . s . l
Playhouse of railroad ties . « « « ¢« « o s & o & s o o & 1
Pan of grease on stove ignited . . . « . + « ¢« « ¢ + . . 2
Paper on heat register . . . ‘. s s . s ‘. * 1
(‘ Pan of wax on stove. « o o o « s & o o 2 s o 0 o o & o 1
ShOI“t ir.l. auto da.Sh Wiringn L] [] L] L] . . . . . L] . . . . 1
. Spark from gasoline engine . « « « « « o« o o s o o o o 1
Sparks from railroad diesel engine . . . " . 11
Sparks from incinerator. . . . . & W & @ W e @ ® w 2
Spontanious combustion paint fllter. R EEEE R 1
— Shop rag on auto MOtOT & & s « o s o o & o % s & . e 1
Shorted spark plug wire. +« « « o« 4 o & « o« s o & & . ¥ 1
Shorted battery cable, . « o v » @« = ® » s o @« & & % 2
B SMOKIng In POE w o v 2 v @ 5 2 5 w W ow v v ow @ ow » ow e 2
ohort 1 CB. 2810w o o w w © & & % % & & & w 2 & = @ 1
Trash fires. . « « . e x b W &% - - 9
TI ee flres - . - L] - L] L] . L] . L] L] - L] L] L] L - l
r Truck in rubbish flre T R R T VI T 1
' Tragh containers « s s o & # % & @ @ « & & & & @& 8 & » 2
Unknown person with matches. ¢ % @ w8 & w & & e 8 e & 3
Vandalism: 5 s & 5 & 1 & & » 5 & % & 0 v e oo 22
Wall healbter: = o & = & « & 5 % & o o = & = o = » & = = 1
weldil’lg tOI‘Ch. . 8 @ e 8 » « % 8 8 e m . e » . « . 3

TYPES OF PROPERTY INVOLVED IN FIRES 1975

Degcription Number
= Apartment buildings. . « « o« o« & & o soe @ w e & 8 @ 3
l Autos & Trucks « « « o o o o o o ¢ o o o o s ¢ & o o o s 58
Balled papéer « v o & & i w % 4 = & o & s s & @ &« 5 » = 1
- PoE CBls & 5 o & & 5 5 /& % fw 8 % 5 ovgo n % v ooeow m m w 6
I Cardbo ard boxX. « o o o« * & 3 8 ©°o ® & = & @ ® @ 8 =¥ & » E
Commercial garbage « « « + o R T 2
Gortt FAELA o w o « 3 & & = R I 1
Chlll C h . . . . . . . N - - . . ) . . . . » . . . . . 1
City rest zoom R e o0 & % % n 2
Club . . . . “ @ Woe W W @ N o % & 8 6§ 1
Chdll(}al gI 111 * & & B & & = & ® 8 ® § & & = R N T 1
Dwe lllllg « & & & » = & % = ® 8 8 8 ® a8 @ = @ T 56
DR o o % s & & & % 6 & @ & & § @ & % &« s & .« @ 1




TYPES OF PROPERTY INVOLVED IN FIRES 1975

Continued
Description Number
Demolition derby. . I N I 1
Flamable liquid splll W e W m & am o m o w % OE 0E B B % # 5
Floor mat-mop head. « « « « s « & o s & o s & o« + 2
Furnlture « o« o o 5 5 & # & % & /@ @ &« & = & % w « o 2
Ferice, wooden . . . i ow W E 8 W e W § & & me oW & 2
Grass, leaves & brush R R E N EEEEE R
Hospital. . « ¢ ¢ o+ & ¢ ¢ o o « o o o o o o s o o » » 2
Tocomative: ¢ s 3 & & & & @ & & & @& ® & % & ‘& # & & @ 1
Laundry « ¢ ¢ « + s o « o o o s s o o o » 1
Lumber yard . . . B T S T T 1
Manufacturing plants o m wo ® e w ow e m ow w s w m 2
Mereatlle: &« & % % & o @ & § & @ '@ w b v @ o ® w s . 6
Moblile homeé s w @ & & » 5 @& § & & & @ # % # w o & & & ‘e 3
Motorcycle. o« « o« « s s 5 o o s o s % & » 1
Mobtel & 5 @ % & & & @ & W & /@ & & /& ® & & & /o @ @ 1
Minibilke: = s & s @ 3 & % o & @ s /o & & & & ® ® % 1
Music 8tOre . + « s % 5 & o % & & &% @ & & & /o 1
Nursing home. « « « + ¢ o s o ¢ s © o o s o o & & & 1
Office. .« N om m W m m Wm ep e m e e m e 2
Playhouse of rallroad tie8e o « o« o o 5 5 ¢ w w0 3 = 1
Paint filter: . . B e oW w W e 1
Power poles & electrlcal w1res T R e 3
Private garage. « « « s o & o s o 5 2 5 « ¢« » s o o« & « » 10
Packing house . . § B e ) @ @ @ W F @ & % w8 & & @ @ 23
Railroad right of ways. G M 8 5 W Wi os B w6 W oA o8 e s 5
Restraunts, Cafes « « s o o % & o o & & & o & & 3 i o e 1
Sunday Papers « e » 3 s & s s e 8 4 8 . . i 1
Sheds o o » 2 o « = & = & w = & % o . i B 1
SChoOls o o s o e w % = o w o @ ® e W owm e 1
Talr kKebbles « ¢ & 2 @ 5 & @ @ « = @ # » & » @ 1
Trash PAle: « « o @ 5 s & & # 5 & ® & & 3 16
Trees . oW B o W e e % & W W B e oW oW & Wk 7
Tree hOUSEs « & o % » 3 & @ N & & & i % # & m ¥ @ & & i 1
Pransformer i s & @ + & & /™ 3 & % & ® & & & @ @ 3
Travel buresil ¢« @ % % & & % @ & & = # % & & 1
Waste container . . . « « « o & ¢ & ¢ o & & & = o 3
Warehouse « » « @& @ @ & & ' @ % & W i o % & w w) = @ 2
Wood PI1E & s v & @ 5 % & = % 3 = @ @« ® & « & - 1

EMERGENCY, FIRST AID & DEATH CALLS

February 16: Molly Carlson, age 92, 531 8th St. S.E. taken to Mercy
Hospital by Snell's ambulance for treatment of smoke inhalation.

May 6: Jerry Werstien, age 24, was covered with lumber and fertil-
izer at Lanco Inc., Mason Township, and pronounced dead at scene.

July 6: Kenneth Swanson, age 62, 30 Quincy Terrace, having hard
time breathing. E&J inhalator used about 20 minutes. Taken to
hospital. No Doctor present or called.
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EMERGENCY, FIRST AID & DEATH CALLS
Continued

October 7: Janie Johnson, age 16, 1213 6th St. S.W. treated for
smoke inhalation. E&J inhalator used about 20 minutes. Taken to
Mercy Hospital by Snell's ambulance.

October 13: Bob Curtis, age 34, treated for exhaustion caused by
fatigue while trying to fight fire prior to arrival of department.
E&J inhalator used 15 minutes.

November 12: Harold Wasley, age unknown, 18 S. Adams. Nothing used.
Subject became violent and taken into custody by police.

December 20: Barry Klinger, age 11 months, found dead on arrival.
Snell's ambulance service in attendance on arrival.

December 29: James Tracy, age 18, windshield of truck removed so
he could be extricated by Snell's ambulance service.

SCHOOL AND DRILL-1975

During the year 1975, a total of 7425.5 man hours of supervised
school and drill time were held for the fire fighting force. These
covered a variety of subjects, as follows:

1. Forcible entry 10. Streets, hydrants & rules
2. Ladder practices 11. Use of smoke masks

3. Salvage overhaul 12. Drills-Tower & house

4, Fire streams la. Driving practice

5. Fire apparatus 14, Pump drill-draft & hydrant
6. Hose practices 15. Tactical problems

7. Ventilation 16. Company inspection & review
8. First aid & rescue 17. General study-optional to
9. Knots, tools & equipment Company Officers

S I .




REPORT OF FIRE ALARM OFFICE - 1975
ALARMS RECEIVED PER DAY AND MONTH

MONTH SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT TOTAL
Jan 6 6 9 8 5 9 6 49
Feb 3 5 3 3 7 0 5 26
Mar 5 7 5 3 6 4 5 35
Apr 5 10 6 6 L 2 1 34
May L 9 3 6 3 7 6 38
Jun 2 7 L 6 6 8 L 37
Jul 10 14 14 5 6 v 3 59
Aug 11 i 8 6 9 13 7 8
Sep 6 0 L 2 9 3 1 19
Oct 10 7 12 7 6 13 i 1 66
Nov 9 5 3 8 2 10 4 41
Dec 3 1 i 4 9 2 5 7 L2
TOTALS 74 85 25 70 59 81 80 504

ALARMS RECEIVED FOR EACH 8-HOUR PERIOD

8:00 AM 4:00 PM MIDNIGHT
MONTH to 4:00 PM to MIDNIGHT to 8:100 AM TOTAL FIRE LOSS

Jan 26 18 5 49  $43,180.00
Feb 9 15 2 26 6,731.00
Mar 10 19 6 35 8,410.00
Apr 18 10 6 34 5,923.,00
May 10 24 I 38 1,750.00
Jun 13 15 9 37 1,738.00
Jul 18 29 12 59 8,076.50
Aug 15 27 16 68 32,255.50
Sep 3 4 2 9 5,026.00
Oct 26 34 6 66 5,808.85
Nov 14 20 7 41 11,958 .67
Dec 20 15 7 L2 22 ,456,17
TOTAL 182 250 82 504 153,313.69
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REPORT OF FIRE ALARM OFFICE - 1975
Continued

ALARMS RECEIVED BY HOUR

MORNING HOURS NUMBER AFTERNOON & EVENING HOURS NUMBER
12:00 (Midnight) - 1100, . 17 12:00 (Noon) - 1:00, . . . . 20
1100 = 1359 « « ¢« « « o o 11 1:00 = 1159 .+ & & & « o« o+ » 24
2100 - 2:59 . + « + « . o 11 2800 = 2359 & & % 3 & & & 7 16
B0~ 388 3 5 3 2 9 53 B ano = BB . oL oe i oa w29
4!00 - 4'59 " . " . » " ? ’00 . L"|59 » . " . " . ] ] 30
5100 = 5159 . 4 4 4 04 4 0. 2 5100 = 5659 4 4+ 4 4 4 o o . 32
6300 = 6'59 . ® . . . . . 10 6'00 L) 6'59 . . . . . . . ] 30
?IOO 2= ?'59 . [ . . . . . 15 7!00 = ?159 . . . . . . " 32
8100 - 8359 . + « « + .« o 26 8100 - 8159 , . . i 9 . 28
9100 - 9159 + 4+ « o & & o 19 0100 » 9159 « 5 w s & & o s 29
10300 - 10589 « s o« @ o « 22 10300 - 10359 5 o 5 ¢ 5 » 5 3
11300 = 11359« o s « & & « 26 11100 - 11359, « « « & » & o« 2
TOTAL MORNING ALARMS 175 TOTAL AFTERNOON ALARNS 329

TOTAL ALL ALARMS IN CITY 504
TOWNSHIP ALARMS UNDER COUNTY TAXATION

Mason Township 8
S # Lime Creek Township 10
Lake Township 5
Lincoln Township 1

MUTUAL AID & CONTRACT ALARMS

Assistance to Forest City Fire Department 1
Assistance to Rockwell Fire Department =1
Assistance to Nora Springs Fire Department 5
2
1

Assistance to Belmand Fire Department
Assistance to Plymouth Fire Department

TOTAL OUT OF CITY ALARNS 41
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NATIONAL FIRE PROTECTION ASSOCIATION
ANNUAL FIRE SURVEY

1975
ALL ALARMS AND FIRES

ITEM TYPE OF INCIDENT NUMBER ESTIMATED LOSS
B 1s Fires in buildings:. « « « « « « « « » . 184 $136,401.69
' e Fires in motor vehicles . « « « +« & « o 58 10,585.00
r i Fires in rubbish, brush . . ¢ ¢ « ¢ + & 58 none
| L, Other outdoor Lired « s« s « w o « ¢ & 29 6,327.00
,’- 5» TOT.&L ITEMS 1"'“ [ '] . 8 8 e " . . L] L] L] 271 153 ’313 l69
& Malicious false alarms. . « « « « & &« 29 none
' B All other 2larmsS. . « « « » « o« « » » « 204 none
8. TOTAL ITEMS 5-7 +« o « o o s o « o » « o 504 153,313.69
9. Fires in Christmas trees & decorations. 0 none
10 FIRE CASUALTIES FIREMEN OTHERS
Killed 0 0
Injured 13 6
BREAKDOWN OF FIRES IN BUILDINGS
ITEM OCCUPANCY NUMBER LOSS
llﬂ ﬂpar+ments ] L] L L L] LJ L o L] L L L L] Ll 3 $ 1}'550 DOO
12, Dwellings . . b o oo 5B R T R 56 42 ,661.05
13, Hotels, Motelse @ m o om Mmoo ey e 1 100.00
14, Other residential . « ¢« + o o o « o o 6 3,263.00
15, Institutions. . . T T 0 none
16. Schools and colleges T EE R s | 221.22
L7 Public assembly . . . ¥ i 3 700.00
18, Stores, offices & other commer01al ; 6 76,006.42
19. Manufacturing i s s s & s & o & 5 s 2 4,400,00
20 DUCOPBEE o # s & % & & 3 &# % % % & & 3 1 4,500.00
21, Miscellaneous . « o« o s & s s + o o« o o 0 none

CITY POPULATION 1974 CENSUS: 31,839
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NUMBER NUMBER
YEAR OF ALARMS OF FIRES
1966 488 240
1967 460 234

1968 493 297
1969 370 187
1970 421 201
1971 401 198

1972 438 232
1973 458 254

1974 570 284

1975 504 241
TEN-YEAR

AVERAGE 460 237

= { s | — e

TREND OF FIRE LOSSES, 1966 TO 1975

TEN YEAR AVERAGE

AMOUNT OF AMOUNT OF
PROPERTY INSURANCE AMOUNT OF AMOUNT OF FIRE LOSS AVERAGE LOSS
THREATENED ON PROPERTY INSURANCE LOSS FIRE LOSS PER CAPITA PER FIRE
$ 8,328,544.84 $ 7,609,166.33 $116,528.65 $129,713.00 $ 4.22 $ 540.47
8,997,125.96 8,484 ,967.96 51,124.10 56,079.80 1.83 239.66
8,191,758.72 7,543,029.18 143,578.93 178,810.42 5.82 602.05
13,472,603.35 11,487,119.72 415,153.23 763,798.66 24.87 4,084,49
20,512,386.00 19,994,971.00 140,748.99 146,412.62 4.81 728.42
30,182,782.00 27,622,444.00 108,841.51 141,872.65 4.65 716.52
20,244,101.27 17,520,729.67 147 ,472.47 156,226.05 4.89 673.39
43,506,4¢6.44 37,538,070.00 286,518.85 445,205.85 13.98 1,752.78
62,650,549.00 61,156,828.00 530,307.49 879,298.26 27.6l1 3,096.05
10,331,916.48 8,391,995.27 107 ,645.52 153,313.69 4.82 636.20
$22,641,843.41 $20,734,932.08 $204,791.97 $305,053.10 $ 9.75 $1,307.00
L WIS | - L L L = O { L {
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CONCLUSION

I wish to express my sincere thanks to:

- The Mayor and City Council for their support and cooperation
in the operation of the Fire Department.

= ~ Members of the Civil Service Commission, the Board of Trustees
I of the Fire Retirement System, and to all Department Heads
‘ within the City.

- Members of the various inspection departments within the City
‘ for their cooperation and assistance given to the members of
the Fire Prevention Bureau.

- The Citizens of the City of Mason City for fine cooperation
with the Fire Prevention Bureau and Inspectors of the Fire
- Department.

- The Globe Gazette and radio and television stations for the
liberal space and time given to the true and accurate report-
ing of all fires.

- The Members of the Mason City Police Department for excellent
~ cooperation.

- Bach and every member of the Mason City Fire Department for

= promptness and efficiency in the performance of their duties.
| Sincerely, \#22422;%L
- John H. Holt, Chief

Mason City Fire Department
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