
ANNUAL REPOR!'

MASON CITY FIRE DEPARTMENT

YEAR ENDING DECEMBER 31, 1976



January, 1976

The ~onorable Kenneth E. Kew, Mayor
City Hall
Mason City, Iowa

Dear Mayor Kew:

I have the honor to submit to you herewith the ANNUAL REPORT of the Mason
City Fire Department for the year ending December 31, 1976. This is my
seventh and the sixty seventh annual report of the Fire Department.

This report will show in detail the record of operations, alarms, valuations,
insurance, and losses on fires which the Department responded to during the
year. The information contained herein is almost entirely compiled within the
corporate limits of the City, however, township alarms and mutual aid calls
will appear occasionally in this report.

If you wish additional information pertaining to the Department, it will be
supplied to you upon request.

All insured losses herein are the adjusted losses received from the insurance
adjusters whenever possible.

Respectfully submitted,

John H. Holt, Chief
Mason City Fire Department
Mason City, Iowa

JHH:jl
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PERSONNEL

Mason City Fire Department

Year Ending December 31, 1976

Chief of the Department. 1

Assistant Chief 1

Chief of Fire Prevention Bureau .•..•.••....•••.•.••....••••• 1

Captain 0f the Departmen t. .•••.•...•.•••..•.•...•••••.•.•...• 3

Inspectors. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 3

Lieutenant of the Department .•.•.•••..••••••••..•••.•.•••.•• 3

Fire Fighter First Class ••••••••••••.•..••••••.•••••••.••••. 26

.Fire Fighter Second Class •.•.•••.•.••••••.••••.••••.••••••... 1

Fire Fighter Third Class 0

Probationary Fire Fighter 0

Total personnel, all grades •••••••.••••••• 42
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FIRE DEPARTMENT ORGANIZATION - :.976

KE!'-1NETHE. KErf. MAYOR

COUNCIL PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITT~":

Harlan Johnson, Cha rman
Stanley Reynolds
Lester R. Dav.s

John H. Holt
Chief of Department

Thomas O. Madden

Ronald C. Ban Horn
Assistant. Ch ef
& Drillmaster~--
Charles Swanson

Fire De~aE~~ent Inspectors

John H. Bender
Chief of J"~re Prevention

Bureau-------- -----------
Joel Chase

The Department has three Battalions, each composed of:

Salvage Co.
Engine Co. No. 1
Engine Co. No. 2

-FIRST BATTALION

Captain
Lieutenant

George Pierson
Dan Allen
Richard \ialsh
James Hickey
Gerald Tatum
Lyle Battleson
Roger Poohl
Larry Kuhl
Richard Morris
Claude Funk
\Hlliam Trask
Randy Wedmore

Fire
Fighters

Engine Co. No. J
Aero Chief
Aerial Co.

BATTALION PERSONNEL

SECOND BATTALION

Dwaine McDougle
Marvin R. Gerdes
Robert Arndt
Ralph Luecht
Larry Harrington
Dennis Scott
Spencer Vieaver
James Koch
Fredrick :"ehmann
Robert Allen
Heggie ~1ilson
Robert Skellenger

- 2 -

Civ 1 Defense and
Emergency Units
Squad No. 1

THIRD BA'ITALION

Richard R. Blunt
Harold fv1arsh
James Jol)nson
Donald Hedmore
Robert '.oring
David J3a ek
Kenneth Christensen
Max llut.bard
Albert DIetz
James Myklestad
Kurt. Morud
James borger



DATE PRor-:~"r'.f

NAME AND R !\'K APPOIh'TED TO I ~. " YHS ''') DAYS___ ._40'_ .. --
CHIEF

John H. Holt Jul 18, 46 Apr 1 70 )0 5 1)~.
18SITANT CHIEF

Honald C. Van Horn Feb 1, 56 Jul 1, 70 20 1 ,~ 0
CP1F:F Or.' F'IR!': PRl~VI~NTION BUREAU____.--_M____

John H. Bender Jun 1, 51 Jul 70 25 7 0
CA PI'A}~S---- 48 26, 69 26ULcl-lardB. Blunt Mar 20, Feb C) 11

Dwaine O. Mc!)oug1e Jul 19, ;}() Oct 5, 7!} 30 ')
.!..2

George B. Person Nov 16, 6? Sep I' '15 II} IS,,
INS :or.:CTC'l~S----- y;'I'homas O. Madden Jan 1, Jul , 70 21 fI a-, ,

Cha r, es ~'. Swanson Nov I, )I~ Apr f) ?l~ 22 0, ;

N. .foel Chase Fe b ), G" A11r 1", '/!~ 12 .J. ) 2?"-
LJE:UTr'~A TS

Dan :;. Allen Nov 19, 1~6 Feb 26, 69 )0 l 12
t-'.arvin11 Gerdes Jul 16, 51 Feb 1 6) 25 5 12, . ~.
Harold R. Marsh Oct 2), 5) Aug , , 60 2) 8.•..h,
Richard t.1. "/alsh Jan 7, G) Jul 1 70 1) }I. 2J+~,
James ~~. Johnson Aug 16, 60 Oct 5, 74 16 I, 15'r

Robert, H. Arndt Jun 1, 63 Sep ), 75 1) " 0,
?IFF. fl'IGHTER F'IRST CLASS-------fialph R. Luecht Nov 1, 51 Nov 1, 5) 25 2 0

James .J. Hl ckey Jun 16, 55 Jun 16, 57 21 'J 15
Don.ald ~:. \1edmore Mar 16, 57 Mar 1o, 59 19 ' J 15
Robert P. Lof ng Apr I, :,9 Apr , (':'l 17 'j 0,.,
Gerald M. Tatem !.ug 16, &'~ Aug :!.', (>() L~ :' 15,
Def'lnlsO. Scott Sep 16, 6:; Se;, '" G7 1~ ) 15• ,

!,yle J. ;:lattLeson Oct ~6,6,; Oct ~J" 6'1 10 15
Larry P. Harrinr;ton Jun 1 (,6 Jun 68 10 '/ 0~, -,
Roger J. Poohl Pug 16, G6 Au~ l'\ • 68 10 ',' 15
David C. Balek fI1,ar1, 6'1 Mar 1 69 9 J.O 10., ,
Srencer M. 11eaver May 16, 68 May 16, 70 8 7 15
Larry L. Ku.~l Apr 28, 70 Apr 2[\, 72 6 /-: )
Richard A. Morris May 6, '10 May 6, 72 6 '1 2.5
James J. Koch Jun 2, 70 Jun 2, 72 6 6 29
Kenneth A. C!1ristensen Aug 4, 70 Aug Ii- , 72 6 J~ 27
Pr'ed m.ck J. Lehmann Aug 4, 70 Aug 1+ , 72 6 If. 27
Max K. Hubbard. Oct 28, 70 Oct 28, 72 6 2 J
Claude L. Funk May 25, 7- May i'5, 7) 5 7 6
William S. Trask Oct ), 72 Oct ), 74 4 , 2'1.
Randy C. Wedmore Feb 26, 7) Feb ,,( 75 ) 'J) I.j.L.. ,

Robert J. Allen J:i'eb26, 7]- It'eb/6, 7) 3 ll} J~

Albert B. Dietz Feb 26, 73 I·'eb?(l, 75 ) 10 J.j.

J.llenJ. Myklestad Peb 26, 73 Feb 2" 75 3 io 4v,
Kurt VI. Morud Oct 1, 7) Oct 1 75 ':l '. 29~, ./ .
Heggie Hilson Jun ), '1J.j. Jun " 76 2 6 28~} ,
Robert Skellenger Oct 8, '1J4- Oct e, '16 2 , ?3•..

- 4 -



FIRE FIGHTER SECOND CLASS
James Borger Sep 5, 75 Sep 5, 76 1 25

Average years servie for Department members:
Average age of all members:

14 years
J9 years

9 mop ',I s
a IJIO" V s

o days
7 day~

PROMOTIONS & APPOl TM!:':NTS- 127.2.
.fl. M7 DATE FOH~R RANK .!:lHl.HN y" '~D 1'0 t-l '" " '. , ...----- --~.- ---_ .•_.__ .•.

Hegr,je Wilson June J, 1976 •.F. 2nd Class F.F. 1st Class
Hobert Skellenger October 8, 1976 F.F. 2nd OLasu !i' • j-{' • '_~t C~...(I.S:3

James Borger March 5, 1976 Probationary I".F. F' • T,' • :-trd Clas::.l
,f ames Borger September 5, 1976 F. 1,". Jrd. Class Ii' • I.' • ~'~Idelm";',
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MEMBERSHIP ON !'ENSIO.T A RETIREMENT
AT~ OF

?SNSION OR RANK HELD AT TIME tv'ONTHLY
~.':TIREMENT 0 RETIREMENT NA " ~),I'::.: IO~_._--
Oct 1, 54 Widow of Fireman 1st Cl Mrs. H. McGrath ';;1:1.'+.05.
J\Ul~ 1, 50 Ji'iremanIs t Cl Leo D. Klng :".7.98
Oct 27, 53 Widow of Fireman 1st Cl Mrs. E. F'ields ;i)7.J~2
Oct 1, 54 Lieutenant M.A. Lauen :?96.09
Oct 1, 54 Widow of Lieutenant JV'.rs•. M.J • Faktor 1,7.1+9
.'-ug 1, 61 Fireman 1st Cl F.O. Grelk )i}2.85
Nov 1, G3 'didow of Chief Mrs. A.B. Arnold £')).34
""ay 1, G3 \oJidowof Lieutenant \>irs. H.H. Hutchlnson 181.86
it'eb 1, 64 Fireman 1st Cl IJ. M. Powers ),)1)..53
/.3.r 2, 66 B'ireman 1st Cl J.J. Carroll J'J).OI
}<'eb 1, 67 Supt. Fire Prev Bureau H.r~• SchULtz J'1?71j.

1"10'0 1, 69 Captain J.K. Cunnlngham 1:)7.60
Apr 18, 69 Fireman 1st Cl L .x. Gardinier :~26.7J.
;~ov 1, 69 Widow of Clerk r-'i.rs. R.D. Waller ~J)O.02
F'eb 1, 70 Fireman 1st Cl A.B. Hesse ~l'2.1'1
Apr 1, 70 Chief C.J. Pierce ~,y).0')
Jun 1. 70 Lieutenant E T Fr tz ]1.2.85• v •

Jul 1, 70 F'Lr'eman1st Cl ~.A• Arnold )l,).JO
J~ll15, 70 .l<~ireman1st Cl L.1f. Moore i~5J.37
Aug 1, 70 Lieutenant Frank Hesse J}5·~. r)3
May 1, 71 F'ireman 1st Cl M.lv'f. Dosen ;~'):.'•80
Oct 1, 72 Fireman 1st Cl !.). J • Reardon Y,iC.70
:·'eb11, 73 Fireman 1st Cl \'I.M.Berry J?2.90
lIue;31, 73 Widow of Fireman 1st Cl Mrs. W.H. Cunningham 391.1.1-9
Sep 21, 74 Captain Louis V. Fice JI~.').01
~ay 17, 75 Captain V.A. Lauer 3'19.31

RETIREMENTS

None

- 6 -
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FIRE APPARATUS & MOTOR CARS
December )1, 1976

NOTE I All apparatus and motor cars have )-way
Motorola radios except Civil Defense &
Grass Buggy units.

CAR NO. YEAR CYLINDERS MAKE TYPE
n. 197)- 8 Ford Chief's Car
2 1976 8 Ford Fire Dept. Car

Salvage Co. 1970 6 American 1000 GPM Cent.
LaFrance Pump & Booster

Engine #1 1957 6 FWD 750 GPM Cent.
Pump & Booster

Aerial Co. 1950 12 Seagrave 750 GPM
Pump & Booster,
85' Aerial

) 1972 8 Ford Fire Prevention
Bureau Car

Engine #) 1956 12 Seagrave 750 GPM Cent.
Pump & Booster

Engine #2 1962 6 FWD 1000 GPM Cent.
Pump & Booster

1950 8 Ford Civil Defense
Generator Unit

Grass Buggy 1951 4 Willis Grass Buggy
Jeep

Aero Chief 1972 8 American 1500 GPM Cent.
LaFrance Pump & Booster

90' Elevated
Platform

Squad #1 1976 8 Dodge High Pressure
Pump, 100 Gal
Tank



ANNUAL REPORT OF THE FIRE PREVENTION BUREAU
YEAR ENDING DECEMBER )1, 1976

The Fire Prevention Bureau was organized on September 1, 19)7, by action of the
City Council. On July 1, 1970, John H. Bender was appointed Chief of the Bureau,
having served as Assistant of the Bureau since March 27, 1967. The Bureau now
consists of three ()) Inspectors.

The Bureau made and supervised a total of 68)6 inspections during 1976. Special
effort was made during the holiday season to protect life and property in the
business district, and many hazards were removed and corrected as a result of
the work of the Bureau. A year-round program of Fire Protection was conducted,
with special emphasis during Fire Prevention Week. Investigations were made of
false alarms and fires of undertermined or mysterious origin.

BUREAU ACTIVITIES
Regular Inspections ......................................••.• 5730
Ret ns pectLons •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 417
Special Inspections 689
TCYI'AL •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 68)6
Commercial building inspections •••••.••.•.•.••••••••••••••••• 3995
Industrial inspections....................................... 95
Warehouse inspections ••...................................... 181
Wholesale inspections........................................ 42
Apartment inspections........................................ 287
Hotel ins,.pections............................................ 20
Nursing home inspections..................................... 50
Theater inspections.......................................... 16
Hospi ta.l Lns pec tLons ••• I ••••••• I • I •• I I •••• I • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 56
School ins,pections........................................... 220
Church inspections I I • 9J
Paint spray booth inspections................................ 22
Fire escape inspections....................................... 73
Garage Lns pec t.Lons ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• I ••••••••••••• 24)
Gasoline & Oil Bulk Plant inspections ••••••••••.••••••••.••.• J4
Gasoline & Fuel Tank installations........................... 4
Miscellaneous inspections ••••••••••••••••••••..•.••••••••••.• 1405
Tar AL •.••••••••••.••••••••••••••••••••••••••.•••••••.•••••••• 68)6

1ST BATTALION
298

FIRE DEPARTMENT INSPECTIONS
2ND BATTALION 3RD BATTALION

2C)4 384
DEPARTMENT

976
CORRECTED OR REMOVED

CONDITIONS REFERRED TO DEPARTMENTS
Bullding Depar-tnerrt•• I • • • • • • •• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •• 40
Electrical Department........................................ 44
Sanlta.ry Department , .....................• 18
Plumbing Department.......................................... 5
Police Depa.rtment ,.,. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . 7
Police Court '" I ••••••••••••••• I •• I... 5
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CORRECTED OR REMOVED
ELECTRICAL WIRING

Drop Cords in violation..................................... 15
Improper electrical wiring.................................. 36

BURNING PERMITS ISSUED ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 1044
NOTICES SERVED

Orde rs to comply............................................ 209
Compliance with corrections ordered ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 209

CONDITIONS INVESTIGATED
Ernergency Ligh t1ng •.•............•...............•.......••.
Improper handling of waste materials ••••••••••••••••••••••••
Rubbish •.•.......•.•.••..•.......•....... ·••.............•..•
Combustibles too close to heat source ••••••••••••••••••••••••
Extinguishers outdated •••••••••••••••••••• '••••••••••••••••••
Flammable liquids violations ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
Flammable decora tlons •...•........•.......................•.
Fire escapes in need of repair ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
Electrical outlet not proper ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
Storage blocking sprinkler system •••••••••••••••••••••••••••
Metal can for rags ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
Cut weeds around building •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
Improper washing vat .......................................•
Removal of Carbon Tech. extinguisher ••••••••••••••••••••••••
Repaf r of exit .
Plaster off celling in place of business ••••••••••••••••••••
Ove r- fus ing •....................................•..........•

OBSTRUCTIONS INVESTIGATED
Fire escapes ••••• ...........................................
Hallways ...................................................•
Exi ts .
FLre Doo:rs ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
Aisles •.....................................................
Exit lights out or not properly marked ••••••••••.•••••••••••
!!!xit door locked .
Exl t door out of ord.er .
Fire door out of order ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
Improper venting •.................................

...............

3
13
9
2

153
3

42
2

22
6
1
2
1
1
J
8

23

4
4

12
6
5

56
7
4
1
1

ADDITIONAL ACTIVITIES OF THE BUREAU
Conducted 33 investigations of fires; 33 causes established.
1. Held Fire Drills in all schools.
2. Held Fire Prevention programs in all schools.
J. Held Fire Drills at Mercy Hospital 4 times.
4. Held Fire Drills at Memorial Hospital J times.
5. Checked blueprints for 5 new businesses.
6. Supervised location and installation of underground tanks 11 times.
7. Two members attended Inspector conference at Des Moines.
8. Two members attended Inspector conference at Hock Island.
9. The Bureau distributed 200 Fire Department calenders.

10. The Bureau held safety talks and showed films for Nursing Homes, Hospitals,
business places and all schools. 4800 attended.

- 9



ADDITIONAL ACTIVITIES OF THE BUREAU (CON'T)
11. The Bureau distributed Fire Prevention Posters to business places.
12. Bureau attended Fire Marshal school at Des Moines for 2 days.
13. Assisted State Fire Marshal's office in inspection of Nursing Homes

in Mason City 4 times.
14. Survey for fire extinguishers in 31 business places.
15. Bureau worked band festival.
16. Assisted Sheriff's Department in recovering motorcycles from pits.
17. Held fire safety baby sitting classes for the Red Cross 3 times.
18. Held skin diving sessions for all Fire Department skin diviers.
19. The Bureau assisted with drowing operations at Clear Lake.
20. All city buildings inspected for fire hazards 3 times.
21. Worked on M.D. for 4 days.
22. Attended CPR and Tornado warning classes by all members.
23. Attended Security Seminar school.
24. Made court aourt appearance for Morel fire, Chief Bender & Insp Madden.
25. Attended school on L.P. gas 1 day.
26. The Bureau participated in the City Disaster drill.
27. The Bureau attended a foam insulation program given by the Cerro Gordo

Mutual Insurance Company.

Respectfully submitted,

/s/ John H. Bender
John H. Bender, Chief
Fire Prevention Bureau
Mason City Fire Department

FIRE OPERATING REPORT FOR YEAR 1976
ANALSIS OF ALARMS RECEIVED

IN CITY
Verbally. . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11 .
Dis pa tcher. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 499 .
Automatic Fire Alarm............................. 46 •......•
Radio................... 1 .
TOTAL ALARMS RESPONDED TO IN 1976 ••.•..•......•.• 559 •..•....

False Alams............................. 7 ••....••
Alarms received in A.M................... 176 •.......
Alarms received in P.M. •••••••••••••••••• 383 •.•..•..

Miles traveled to fires ••••••••••••••••••••••••.•••••• 1729.9 ••.•.•.•
Hours worked at fires •................................ 357148.•......
Number of firemen responding to alarms •••••••••••••••• 2966 .•....•.
Number of times pumps operated for booster ••••.••••••• 252 •.......
Number of times pumps operated for hose lines......... 28 •......•
Portable pump opera. ted. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . O •.......
J" hose used (feet)................................... ?50 .
2t::hose used (feet) ••.•••••••.••••••••••••••••••••••• 6035 .......•
1"2 hose used (feet).................................. 4410 ••••••••
Booster hose used (feet) •••••••••••••••••.•••••••••••• 40485 •.....••
Booster tank used (gallons) ••••••••••••.•••••••••••.•• 34395 •......•
Hand pumps used (gallons)............................. 167.5 ••....••
5 Ib dry powder extinguisher used..................... 4 •.....••
10 lb dry powder extinguisher used.................... 1 ••••••••
Lad.ders used (feet) 668 .
Hydrants used......................................... 19 .

TOWNSHIP &
MUTUAL AID

o
72

o
o

72
o

17
53

865.5
83150

273
51
11
1

100
220

1355
9500

86705
32.5

o
o

104
4
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ANALYSIS OF FIRE CALLS (CON'T) TOWNSHIP &
.IN CITY MUTUAL AID

Scott Air Pak Masks used - 15 minutes ••• ·.. 3 ·......• • 0
Scott Air Pak Masks used - 30 minutes •• ·.. 72 2
E & J Resuscitator and Inhalator used •• ·.. 3 ·. 0
Light Generator used. ·....... .... 13 ·. 0
5" hose used (feet) •. ............. 250 0
250 watt light used •• I ••• .. ·.. ° ·.. °500 watt light used. ·.. .... ..·.. 8 ·. ·. °Smoke ejector used ••• I ••• ·.. 74 ·. ·.. 1
Fires out on arrival •. I •••••••• J4 1
TYPE OF BUILDING INVOLVED IN FIRE
Reinforced concrete ••• ·.... 5 ·.. • • 0
Brick & Stone ••• ....... 24 ·.. ·. 0
Ironclad •. .... 2 0
Frame ••... .... 43 ·. 12
Concrete block ••. ...... 2 0
Other than building fires. ·..... .......... 151 ·... 48
In Automobiles and Trucks •• ... ............... 62 ·.. ·.. 3
EXTENT OF FIRES 1976
Confined to:

Point of origin ••
Room of origin •••••••••••••••••
Floor of origin •.
Bullding ••••....•

Extended to adjoining building •••
~xtended beyond adjoining building •.

·. 269..... 4·.. 2·.. 14
0

·. 0

·.... 58
2

·. 0·.. 30·. 0

• •

·..
TOTAL VALUES

Buildings •.
Contents •••
Total of all

VALUATION & LOSSES

· . .••$17,468,000.00
4,918,089.00

22,386,089.00
................ ·..

property involved in fire •••
TOTAL INSURANCE

Buildings •••
Contents ••••
Total of all property involved in fire ••

TOTAL INSURANCE LOSS
Buildings ••••••••
Contents •••••••••
Total insured loss for 1976.

TOTAL INSURSD AND UNINSURED LOSS
Buildings ••
Contents ••
Total insured and unisured loss for 1976.

· . .... ...$15,020,039.00
2,888,100.00

..• 17,908,139.00
. .

....... ..... .... •• $ 159,958.00
154,563.00
314,521.00

· . ... ·.. ·..

COMPARISON OF LOSSF.S
Loss for the year
Loss for the year

1975.
1976 •.

• •• $ 169,894.00
168,233.00·........ 338,127.00

• •• $ 153,313.69·.... 338,127.00

-11-



VALUATION & LOSSES (CON'T)
AMOUNT OF LOSS PER FIRE NUMBER

None •••••••••••••• ..... ... .... ·.. 196
Less than $5.00 •••• .. 2
Less than $100.00 •• ·.. ·... ·.. 27
Less than $500.00. ... .... .....·....·... ·.. 29
Less than $1.000.00. ............... ... ·....·..·..·.. 11
Less than $5.000.00. ·. .. 19
Less than $10.000.00 •• ·... ·...... ... ...·.... 1
Over $10.000.00 •••••• ·..... ·. ....... 6

PERSONS KILLED & INJURED DUE TO FIRE. 1976
Firemen killed •..
Firemen injured.
Civilians killed ••
Civilians injured ••

·.. 0
6·.... 0...... 2

• • 287·.. 9
10

·..... 167

...
SALVAGE WORK, 1976

At fires .
Salvage covers used at fires ••••
Sal vage covers used other than fires ••
Other than fires ••••.••••••••.•••••••••

CAUSES OF FIRES 1976
DESCRIPTION OF CAUSES

Arson ••.•••• ...... ·.....
Ashes- paper ••
Arcing wires-wood.
Auto elec-gasoline ••••••••
Ashes-cable spools •••
Burning paper-grass •••
Bar-B-Que Grill-gasolins •••
Cigarette-brush •.
Cigarette-rags •••
Cigarette-peet •••
Cigarette-auto seat ••••
Cigarette-paper •••••••••••
Cutting torch-grass ••••
Cigarette-mop in pail ••
Carbon ball-grass •••••
Cigarette-commercial trash container ••
Cigarette-trash in ash tray •••••
Cigarette-bedding or mattress ••••••••••••
Cigarette-leaves or grass.
Cigarette-clothing ••••••••
Cigarette-furniture ••.••••
Children playing with matches ••
Cutting torch-straw & scrap lumber ••
Cutting torch-auto •••••••••••••••••.••••
Defective
Defective
Defective fireplace •••••••••••••
Electric spark-auto. truck ••••.•
~lectric fuel pump short-wiring.
~lectric wiring-wood •.••••••.•••

·....
. .

... ......

.... ...

...... · .

..... ....·..... · .· .
floor vent-floor joists ••
blender control-electric wiring.

.....
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NUMBER
6
2
1
6
1
1
1
J
2
1
4
5
J
1

10
1
1
4

24
:3
4
J
1
5
1
1
1
6
1
6

·..·..

·..·.

·..·.

·..·..·..·.



CAUSES OF FIRES 1976
DISCRIPTION OF CAUSES

Electric spark-gasoline ••
Electric spark-insulation ••
Electric wire-plastic ••••••
Electric wiring-cardboard ••
Fuzee-grass .
Formica glue-pilot light ••
Flamable liquid-rags.
Fireworks-wood •••••
Flame-oven cleaner ••
Flame-grass •••••.••
Fuzee-straw ••.••••••

...... · .
... ....·..... .....·.... ...... .

·..
Glass,sun rays-furniture ••
Gasoline-hot exhaust pipe ••••••
Hot water heater-mattress •••••••
Hot stove pipe-composition board •••
Hot light bulb-birds nest.
Hot sparks-trash •••••••
Hot ember-floor mat ••
Hot stove-grease •••••
Hot manifold-grease rag.
Hot minifold-blanket •••
Improper chimney-wood •••
Locomotive spark-grass.
Matches-paper ••.•••.••••
Matches-mattress •••••••
Matches-grass & leaves •••
Match-wood ••.•..••••••

.......... · .
. .

. .

Match-railroad ties ••
Match-discarded couch ••
Matches-insulation •••
Matches-tree limbs •••
Match-cushion.
Ma tch-de bris •.
Overheated furnace-insulation ••
Overheated clothes dryer ••
Overheated engine-grease ••
Paper wrapped food-hot oven •••
Plastic container-hot clothes dryer •••
Propane leak-pilot light •.
Pan of grease in oven ••••
Pipe ashes-paper •••••••••
Parafin-electric burner ••
Pilot light-propane ••••.
Pilot light-insulation ••
Rag-hot stove .
Rekindle of previous fire ••
Short in TV high voltage-electric wiring ••
Spark-gasoline ••••
Sparks-wood fence.
Sparks-grass ••.•.•••
Sparks-insulation •.

.. ..........·......... ·...

.. ....

·.....·...
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.... ·...

.... ·.... ......... .............. ....
....

·...

·. ...
·...·....... ·........

......·.....

....

·..

NUMBER
9
3
1
1
2
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
2
1
1
1

22
14

3
24
13
2
1
1
1
1
3
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
2
1
1
1
1
9
1
8
2

·..

·..

·....



CAUSES OF FIRES 1976
DESCRIPTION OF CAUSES

Spark-lighter fluid ••••••••••••
Spark-auto seat •••••••••
Spark-rug •••••••••••
Spark-vinyl roofing.
Spark-shingles ••••••
Spot light-car cushion ••
Spark-chaff ••••
Spark-wood ••.•.•
Spark -mat tress •.
Trash fire-grass.
Tire blowout-auto ••
Tar kettle-heat.
Vandalism ••••••.•
Worker hit open instrument panel-spark.

.... ·........ ........... ...· .·....·...· ...... ·. ·......

....
TYPES OF PROIERTY INVOLVED IN FIRES 1976

DESCRIPTION
Apartment buildings.
Autos & trucks •••
Body shop ••
Barricade ••
Box car ••••
Dwelling ••••
Debris .
Dump .••
Electric sign ••
Fence •••..

·.. ·. ..·....·... .....
·...·..

Furniture ••
Grass & trash •••••
Garage ••.
Hospital ••
Hotel. .•
Leaves.
Loading dock ••••••

........· . ...... ·....... ...... .... .....
·. .....
• •• .... .....

Logs ••••.•.••••
Laundry •••••••
Manufacturing.
Motel. •••
Mattress ••
Playhouse ••
Public building ••

.... ...·..... .... .... .........
Peat .
Packing house.
Picnic tables.
Restraunt ••••.•
Railroad ties •. ..
Rags •.•..••••••••
Stores, offices.
Shelter house ••.•
Shopping center (under construction).
School .
Senior citizen hall. ·.
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. .
·.... ...

NUMBER
1
2
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
J
1
1
3
1

...
NUMBER

762
1
1
1

35
2
2
1
1
1

96
5
2
1

24
1
1
1
7
1
1
1
4
1
2
1
1
5
1
1
1
1
1
1

....

....
...



TYFES OF PROPERTY INVOLVED IN FIRES 1976
DESCRIPI'ION

Tra.iler home .
Trash •..•....•.•••••••••.••.......•.••..••.••.....•.••..•••••••.••••

NUMBER
2
1
4
1
1
1
1
1
1

Trees .
Tar kettle .
Tavern .•............•.....................•.•.......................
Telephone pole .
Wood..en pallets .............................•.......................•
Warehouse •••.•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
Wire insulation .

EMERGENCY, FIRST AID & DEATH CALLS
March 51 Mr. James McCauley, age 67, 419 19th S.E. found not breathing. Daughter
giving mouth to mouth & Snells attendant giving CPR. Cleaned out patient and
inserted adult airway for appro x 2 minutes. Transported to Mercy by Snells.
March 1)1 Donald Sunne, age unknown, Fertile, Ia was found conscious on arrival of
department at Holiday Inn. Off duty nurse had been administering CPR. Used E&E
inhalator for approx 10 minutes. Taken to Memorial by Snells.
April 21 John Reddington, age unknown, Des Moines, Ia fainted at bus station.
Conscious on arrival. Nothing used. Taken to hospital by Snells.
May 171 Scott Jilek, age 20, caught under overturned crane at 11)6 S. Carolina.
Assisted Snells in removing him from cab by use of Quickie Saw. Taken to Mercy by
Snells.
June 171 Administered CPR to Louis Mentick, age 76, 7)0 4th S.W. until arrival
of Snells.
September 51 Myrna Pope, age unknown, leg caught in beaters in wagon, Leg freed
and she was taken to Mercy by Snells.
September 10: Julius Thompson, age 8), found lying in front seat of car. Removed
from car, placed on ground and E&J inhalater used for 5 minutes. Taken to Memorial
by Snells.
November 91:Marvin Eilers, age 52, found conscious on arrival & treated for shock.
He had been caught between car & L.P. tank. Taken to hospital by Snells.
December 171 Richard Stiles, age 62, having difficulty breathing, Inhalator used
for about 15 minutes till arrival of Dr. Adams, Rockwell, to scene.

SCHOOL AND DRILL 1976
During the year 1976, a total of 8087 man hours of supervised school and drill
time were held for the fire fighting force. These covered a variety of subjects,
as followsl

1. Forcible entry
2. Ladder practices
). Salvage overhaul
4. Fire streams
5. Fire apparatus
6. Hose practices
7. Ventilation
8. First aid & rescue
9. Knots, tools & equipment

10 Streets, hydrants & rules
11. Use of smoke masks
12. Drills-tower 7 hose
1). Driving practice
14. Pump drill-draft & hydrant
15. Tactical problems
16. Company inspection & review
17. General stUdy-optional to

Company Officers
-15-



REPORT OF FIRE ALARM OFFICE - 1976
ALARMS RECEIVED PER DAY AND MONTH

MONTH SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT TOTAL
Jan 4 8 4 3 8 6 7 40
Feb 5 5 11 2 5 4 6 38
Mar 8 4 6 9 2 8 7 44
Apr 7 14 8 6 5 16 2 58May 11 4 4 4 5 7 9 44
Jun 13 12 6 3 8 9 5 56
Jul 1 8 8 4 10 10 9 50
Aug 6 7 7 7 7 1 6 41
Sep 7 6 5 7 7 6 5 43
Oct 5 10 10 6 9 11 4 55Noy 8 11 12 9 9 5 9 63
Dec 4 6 at- 63- 4 -L 2 27
TOTALS 79 96 79 86 71 559

ALARMS RECEIVED FOR EACH 8-HOUR PERIOD
8100 AM 4100 PM MIDNIGHT

MONTH to 4100 PM to MIDNIGHT to 81 AM TOTAL FIRE LOSS
Jan 18 13 9 40 $ 47.918.00
Feb 22 13 3 38 3,790.00
Mar 17 15 12 44 5,083.00
Apr 28 23 7 58 10,849.00
May 14 19 11 44 21,857.00
Jun 22 22 12 56 13,212.00
Jul 19 27 4 50 18,579.00
Aug 14 19 8 41 11,635.00
Sep 15 21 7 43 31,891.00
Oct 19 27 9 55 165,535.00
Noy 22 J4 7 63 6,973.00
Dec 10 2id 4 27 805.00
TOTAL 220 93 559 $338,127.00

-16-



REPORT OF FIRE ALARM OFFICE - 1976
Continued

ALARMS RECEIVED BY HOUR
MORNING HOURS
12.00 (Midnight) - 12159 •.••
1.00 - 1.59 .•.•.•••••••••••
2.00 - 2.59 ••...•••••.•••••
)100 - )159 •.••••••.•••.•••
4100 - 4:59 .
5100 - 5159 .•.............•
6. 00 - 6159 .•..............
7100 - 7=59 •..••.••....•..•
8.00 - 8159 ••.••••.•.....•.
9100 - 9159 •••••••••.•...••

10.00 -10.59 •••....••..•...•
11100 -11.59 ••..•••••.••.•••
TOTAL MORNING ALRMS

NUMBER
15
17
10
9

12
5

1)
12
1)
20
22
28

176

AFTERNOON & EVENING HOURS NUMBER
12.00 (Noon) - 12.59 .••••••••••• )2

I.00 - 1159.................... 29
2:00 - 2.59 ••••••••••.••••.••.• )7
31 00 - J I59. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 39
4:00 - 4:59 •••••.•.•••.•...•••• )8
5J 00 - 5:59. •.•.•.•.•••••..•••. 48
6&00 - 6.59 ••••••...•.•......•. 31
7 s 00 - 7 I59. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 32
8.00 - 8.59 •••.••••••.••...•.•• 26
9100 - 9159.................... ?4

10.00 -10&59•.•.•..••...•••••..• 22
11.00 -11.59 ••..••.•.•...•.....• 25
TOTAL AFTERNOON ALARMS )8)

TOTAL ALARMS IN CITY 559
TOWNSHIP ALARMS UNDER COUNTY TAXATION

Mason Township 25
st Lime Creek Township 2)
Lake Township )
Lincoln Township 1

MUTUAL AID & CONTRACT ALARMS
Assistance to Green Fire Department 1
Assistance to Rockwell Fire Department 5
Assistance to Nora Springs Fire Depart. 2
Assistance to Clear Lake Fire Depart. 6
Assistance to Plymouth Fire Department 3
Assistance to Swaledale Fire Department 1
Assistance to Manly Fire Department 1
Assistance to Cerro Gordo County 1

TOTAL OUT OF CITY ALARMS 72
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ITEM

2.
).
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

NATIONAL FIRE PROTECTION ASSOCIATION
ANNUAL FIRE SURVEY

1976
ALL ALARMS AND FIRES

NUMBERTYPE OF INCIDENT ESTIMATED LOSS
$307,668.00

28,612.00
1. 74

62
103

50
289

7
263
559

o None

Fires in buildings •••••••••••••••••••••
Fires in motor vehicles ••••••••••••••••
Fires in rubbish, brush •••••••••••••••• None
Other outdoor fires •••••••••••••••••••• 1,847.00

)38,127.00TO'I'ALlTE~ 1 - 4 •••.•••....••••.•••••••
Malicious false alarms •.••••••••••••••• None

NoneAll other alarms •••••••.•••••••••••••••
TOTAL ITEMS 5 - 7 •••••••••.••••••..•... 338,127.00
Fires in Christmas trees & decorations.

10. FIRE CASUALTIES
Killed
Injured

FIREMEN
o
6

OTHERS
o
2

ITEM OCCUPANCY
BREAKDOWN OF FIRES IN BUILDINGS

NUMBER LOSS
$ 1,291. 00

93,845.00
None

5,250.00
30.00

350.00
580.00
815.00

187,407.00
18,100.00

None

n.
12.
1).
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.

Apar-tment.s , • • • •.• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 7
Dwellings. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . • . . . . . . 35
Hotels, Motels......................... 2
Other residential................... ••• 7
Institutions............ 2
Schools and colleges................... 1
Public assembly........................ 4
Stores, offices & other commercial..... 5
Ma.nu.factur1ng. • . . . . . . . . . • • • • • • • • . • • • . • • 10
S t.o rage ,•..••••.•.•.•••••.••••••••••••• 1
Miscellaneous.......................... a

CITY POPULATION 1974 CENSUS: 31,839
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TREND OF FIRE LOSSES, 1967 to 1976
TEN YEAR AVERAGE

AMOUNT OF AMOUNT OF
NUMBER NUMBER PROPERTY INSURANCE AMOUNT OF Al'lOUNT OF FIRE toss AVERAGE LOSS

AR OF ALARM3 OF FIRES THFEATENED ON PROPERTY INS URANCE LOSS FIRE LOSS PER CAPITA PER FIRE

67 460 234 $ 8,997,125.96 $ 8,484,967.96 $ 51,124.10 $ 56,079.80 $ 1.8) $ 2)9.66
'68 49) 297 8,191,758.72 7,54),029.18 14),578.9) 178,810.42 5.82 602.05
169 )70 187 1),472,60).)5 11,487,119.72 415,15).2) 76),798.66 24.87 4,084.49
70 421 201 20,512,)86.00 19,994,971.00 140,748.99 146,412.62 4.81 728.42
71 401 198 )0,182,782.00 27,622,444.00 108,841.51 141,872.65 4.65 716.52
72 4)8 2)2 20,244,101.27 17,520,729.67 147,472.47 156,226.05 4.89 67).)9
7) 458 254 4),506,466.44 )7,5)8,070.00 286,518.85 445,205.85 1).98 1,752.78
74 570 284 62,650,549.00 61,156,828.00 5)0,)07.49 879,298.26 27.61 ),096.05
75 504 241 10,))1,916.48 8,)91,995.27 107,645.52 15),)1).69 4.82 6)6.20 Io-
16 559 289 22,)86,089.00 17,908,1)9.00 )14,521.00 ))8,127.00 10.62 1,169.95 r-i

I

~i-YEAR
SRAGS 467 242 $24,047,577.82 $21,764,829.)8 $224,591.20 $)25,914.50 $10.)9 $1,369.95



CONCLUSION

I wish to express my sincere thanks to.

- The Mayor and City Council for their support and cooperation in the
operation of the Fire Department

- Members of the Civil Service Commission, the Board of Trustees of the
Fire Retirement System, and to all Department Heads within the City.

- Members of the various inspection departments within the City for
their cooperation and assistance given to the members of the Fire
Prevention Bureau.

- The Citizens of the City of Mason City for fine cooperation with the
Fire Prevention Bureau and Inspectors of the Fire Department.

- The Globe Gazette and radio and television stations for the liberal
space and time given to the true and accurate reporting of all fires.

- Members of the Mason City Police Department for excellent cooperation.

- Each and every member of the Mason City Fire Department for promptness
and efficiency in the performance of their duties.

Sincerely,

John H. Holt, Chief
Mason City Fire Department
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