
ANNUAL REPORT
MASON CITY FIRE DEPARTMENT

YEAR ENDING DECEMBER 31, 1977



January, 1978

The Honorable Kenneth E. Kew, Mayor
City Hall
Mason City, Iowa
Dear Mayor Kew.
I have the honor to submit to you herewith the ANNUAL REPORT of the Mason City
Fire Department tor the year ending Deoember ,1, 1977. This i. my eighth and
the sixty eighth annual report of the Fire Department.

'\
This report will show in detail the record of operations, alarms, valuation,
insuranoe, and losses on fires which the Department responded to during the
year. The information contained herein is almost entirely compiled within the
corporate limits of the City, however, township alarms and mutual aid calls
will appear oooasionally in this report.
If you wish additional information pertaining to the Department, it will be
supplied to you upon request.

All insured losses herein are the adjusted losses received from the insurance
adjusters whenever possible.

n H. Holt, Chief
Mason City Fire Department
Mason City, Iowa

JHH.kv
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PERSONNEL

MasonCity Fire Department

Year Ending December31, 1977

Chief of the Department................................ 1
Assistant Chief........................................ 1
Chief of Fire Prevention Bureau•••••••••••••••••••••••• 1

Captain of the Department.............................. 3
Inspectors •............. ~ ~. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 3
Lieutenant of the Department•••••••••••••••••••• ; •••.•• 6
Fire Fighter Firs t Class •••••••.••••••••••••••••••••••• 26
Fire Fighter Second Class •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 0

Fire Fighter Third Class............................... 1
Probationary Fire Fighter ••••••••••.••••••••••••••.•.•• 0

Total personnel, all grades ••.••••••• 42
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FIRE DEPARTMENT ORGANIZATION - 1977
KENNETH E. KEW, MAYOR

COUNCIL PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE
Harlan Johnson, Chairman
Stanley Reynolds
Lester R. Davis

John H. Holt
Chief of Department

Thomas O. Madden

Ronald C. Van Horn
Assistant Chief
& Drillmaster
Charles Swanson

Fire Department Inspectors

John H. Bender
Chief of Fire Prevention

Bureau
Robert Arndt

The Department has three Battalions, each composed ofl
Engine Co. No.1
Engine Co. No. 2
Engine Co. No. 3

FIRST BATTALION
Captain Geroge Pierson
Lieutenants Dan Allen

Richard. Walsh
James Hickey
Joel Chase
Lyle Battleson
Roger Poohl
Larry Kuhl
Richanl Morris
Claude Funk
William Trask
Randy Wedmore

Fire
Fighters

Engine Co. No. 4
Aero Chief
Aerial Co.

BATTALION ~RSONNEL
SECOND BATTALION
Dwaine McDougle
Robert Lofing
Gerald Tatum
Ralph Luecht
Dennis Scott
Larry Harrington
Spencer Weaver
James Koch
Fred Lehman
Robert Allen
Reggie Wilson
Robert Skellenger
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Squad. No. 1
.Emergency Unit

THIRD BATTALION
Richanl R. Blunt
Harold Marsh
James Johnson
Donald Wedmore
David Balek
Kenneth Christensen
Max Hubbard
Al Dietz
James Mykles tad
Kurt Morud
James Borger
Kenneth Lincicum



DATE PROMOTED
NAME AND RANK APPOINTED TO RANK YRS MO .!2£§.
CHIEF

John H. Holt ). Ju1 18, 46 Apr 1, 70 31 5 13
ASSISTANT CHIEF

Ronald C. Van Horn Feb 1, 56 Jul 1, 70 21 11 0
CHIEF OF FIRE PREVENTION BUREAU

:Tohn H:13ender - Jun 1, 51 Ju1 1, 70 26 7 0
CAPrAINS

Richard.B. Blunt ~ Mar 20, 48 Feb 26, 69 28 9 11
Dwaine O. McDougle> Jul 19, 46 Oot .5, 74 31 .5 12
George R. Pierson Nov 16, 62 Sep 4, 75 15 1 15

INSPECTORS
Thomas O. Madden Jan 1, 56 Ju1 1, 70 22 0 0
Charles F. Swanson Nov 1, 54 Apr 9, 74 23 2 0
Robert H. Arndt Jun 1, 63 May 5, 77 14 7 0

LIEUTENANTS
Dan N. Allen i/ Nov 19, 46 Feb 26, 69 31 1 12
Harold P. Marsh V Oct 23, 53 Aug 16, 60 24 2 8
Richard.M. Walsh Jan 7, 63 Jul 1, 70 14 11 24
James E. Johnson Aug 16, 60 Oct 5, 74 17 4 15
Robert P. Lofing Apr 1, 59 May 5, 77 18 9 0
Gerald M. Tatum Aug 16, 64 May 5, 77 13 4 15

FIRE FIGHTER FIRST CLASS
Ralph R. Luecht 'X Nov 1, 51 Nov 1, 53 26 2 0
James J. Hickey >. Jun 16, 55 Jun 16, 57 22 6. 15
Donald E. Wedmore Mar 16, 57 Mar 16, 59 20 9 15
N. Joel Chase Feb 5, 64 Feb 5, 66 13 10 27
Dennis O. Scott Sep 16, 65 Sep 16, 67 12 3 15
Lyle J. Battleson Oct 16, 65 Oct 16, 67 11 2 15
Larry P. Harrington Jun 1, 66 Jun 1, 68 11 7 0
Roger J. Poohl Aug 16, 66 Aug 16, 68 11 4 15
David C. Balek Mar 1, 67 Mar 1, 69 10 10 10
Spencer M. Weaver May 16, 68 May 16, 70 9 7 15
Larry L. Kuhl Apr 28, 70 Apr 28, 72 7 8 3Richard A. Morris May 6, 70 May 6, 72 7 7 25
James J. Koch Jun 2, 70 Jun 2, 72 7 6 29
Kenneth A. Christensen Aug 4, 70 Aug 4, 72 7 4 27
Fredrick J. Lehmann Aug 4, 70 Aug 4, 72 7 4 27
Max K. Hubbard. 091!- 28, 70 Oct 28, 70 ·7 2 3
Claude L. Funk May 25, 71 May 25, 73 6 7 6
William L. Trask Oct 3, 72 Oct 3, 74 5 2 27
Randy C. Wedmore Feb 26, 73 Feb 26, 75 4 10 4
Robert J. Allen Feb 26, 73 Feb 26, 7~ 4 10 4
Albert B. Dietz Feb 26, 73 Feb 26, 75 4 10 4
Allen J. Myklestad .Feb 26, 73 Feb 26, 75 4 10 4
Kurt W. Morud Oct 1, 73 Oct 1, 75 4 2 29
Reggie Wilson Jun 3, 74 Jun 3, 76 ·3 6 28
Robert Skellenger Oct 8, 74 Oct 8, 76 3 2 23
James Borger Sep 5, 75 Sep 5, 77 2 J 25
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FIRE FIGHTER SECOND CLASS
Kenneth R. Lincicum May 9. 77 Nov 9. 77 0 7 22

Average years service for Department members.
Average age all members.

13 years 10 months 13 days
39 years 5 months 28 days

PROMOTIONS & APPOINTMENTS - 1977
NAME DATE FORMER RANK PROMOTED TO RANK

May 5. 77 F.F. First Class Lieutenant
May 5. 77 F.F. First Class Lieutenant
May 9. 77 . Probationary F.F.
Sep 5. 77 F.F. Second Class F.F. First Class
Nov 9. 77 Probationary F.F. F.F. Third Class

Robert P Lofing
Gerald M. Tatum
Kenneth R. L1ncicum
James Borger
Kenneth R. Lincicum
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MEMBERSHIP ON PENSION AND RETIREMENT
DATE OF
!ENSION OR RANK HELD AT TIME MONTlU..Y
RETIREMENT OF RETIREMENT NAME PENSION
Oct I, 54 Widow of Fireman 1st C1 Mrs. W. McGrath $150.21
Aug I, 50 Fireman 1st C1 Leo D. King 332.03
Oct 27, 53 Widow of Fireman 1st C1 Mrs E. Fields 174.45
Oct I, 54 Lieutenant M.A. Lauen 308.78
Oct I, 54 Widow of Lieutenant Mrs. M.J. Faktor 184.97
Aug I, 61 Fireman Is t C1 F.O. Gre1k 356.91
Nov I, 63 Widow of Chief Mrs. A.B. Arnold 241.66
May I, 63 Widow of Lieutenant Mrs. H.H. Hutchinson 189.34
Feb I, 64 Fireman 1st C1 L.M. Powers 368.08
Mar 2, 66 Fireman 1st C1 J.J. Carroll 368.20
Feb I, 67 Supt Fire Prev Bureau H.E. Schurtz 391.91
Feb I, 69 Captain J •K • Cunningham 473.47
Apr 18, 69 Fireman 1st C1 L.E. Gardinier 340.89
Feb I, 70 Fireman 1st C1 A.B. Hesse 321.57
Apr I, 70 Chief C.J. Pierce 543.75
Jun I, 70 Lieutenant E.J. Fritz 326.96
Jul I, 70 Fireman 1st Cl L.A. Arnold 329.12
Jul 15, 70 Fireman 1st Cl L.H. Moore 473.88
Aug I, 70 Lieutenant Frank Hesse 466.19
May I, 71 Fireman 1st C1 M.M. Dosen 305.84
Oct I, 72 Fireman 1st C1 D.J. Reardon 366.70
Feb II,' 73 Fireman 1st Cl W.M. Berry 337.72
Aug 31, 73 Widow of Fireman 1st C1 Mrs • W.H. Cunningham 406.29
Sep 21, 74 Captain Louis V. Rice 345.01
May 17, 75 Captain V.A. Lauer 396.12
Apr 12, 77 Lieutenant M.R. Gerdes 637.94

RETIREMENTS
Apr 12, 77 Lieutenant Marvin R. Gerdes



FIRE APPARATUS & MOTOR CARS
December 31, 1976

NOTE. All apparatus and motor cars have 3-way
Motorola radios except Grass Buggy

CAR NO YEAR Cn.INDERS MAKE TYPE
1 1973 8 Ford Chief's Car
2 1967 8 Ford Fire Dept. Car

Engine #4 1970 6 American 1000 GPM Cent.
LaFrance Pump & Booster

Engine #l 1957 6 FWD 750 GPM Cent.
Pump & Booster

Aerial Co. 1950 12 Seagrave 750 GPM
Pump & Booster
85' Aerial

3 1972 8 Ford Fire Prevention
Bureau Car

Engine #3 1956 12 Seagrave 750 GPM Cent.
Pump & Booster

Engine #2 1962 6 FWD 1000 GPM Cent.
Pump & Booster

Grass Buggy 1951 4 Willis Grass Buggy
Jeep

Aero Chief 1972 8 American 1500 GPM Cent.
LaFrance Pump & Booster

90' Elevated
Platform

Squad #l 1976 8 Dodge High Pressure
Pump, 100 Gal
Tank
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ANNUALREPORTOF THEFIRE PREVENTIONBUREAU
YEARENDINGDECEMBER31, 1977

The Fire Prevention Bureau was organized on September 1, 1937, by action of the
City Council. On July 1, 1970, John H. Bender was appointed Chief of the Bureau,
having served as Assistant of the Bureau since March 27, 1967. The Bureau now
consists of three (3) Inspectors.

The Bureau made and supervised a total of 4808 inspections during 1977. Special
effort was made during the holiday season to protect life and property in the
business district, and many hazards were removed and corrected as a result of
the work of the Bureau. A year-round program of Fire Prevention was conducted,
with special emphasis during Fire Prevention Week. Investigation were made of
flase alarms and fires of undertermined or mysterious origin.

BUREAUACTIVITIES
Regu.lar Inspections ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.•••••••• J9l.J.4.
Re-Inspectlons. • • • • • • • • • ••• ••• •• • •• • •••• ••• • . • • • • • • • • • • • •• . •• • • • •• .. 235
S})eclal Inspections................................................. 629

'l'OTAL•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• c ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 4808
Commercial Building Inspections ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 2863
Industrial InsI>ect1ons ••••••••• ',.................................... 43
Warehouse Inspections............................................... 74
A,pa.,rtmentIns,pect1ons............................................... 192
Nursing HomeInspections............................................ 70
Theater Inspections...................... . •••••••••••••. •••••. ••••••• 10Hosp1tal Inspections................................................ 41SchoolInspections.................................................. 137
ChurchJ:ns,pections.................................................. 21
Garag-e Ins]?ect1ons.................................................. 85
Gasoline & Oil Bulk Plant Inspections ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 16
Gasoline & Fuel Tank Installation & Inspection ••••••••••••.••••••••• 21
Paint Spray Booth Inspections....................................... 7
Motel Ins pectlons. . . . . . •. ••. . . . . . •••. •. •. . •. . . . •••. •. . . •. . . . . . . . . . •• 5
Fire Escape Inspections............................................. 53
Service Stc:l,tion Inspections......................................... 50
Miscellaneous Inspections ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• '•••••••••••••••• 1122

TO'I'AL•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 4808

1ST BATl'ALION
129

FIRE DEPARTMENTINSPECTIONS

2NDBATl'ALION JRD BATTALION
84 76

DEPARTMENT
289

CORRECTEDORREMOVED
CONDITIONSREFERRED TO OTHERDEPARTMENTS

Building Department.................... • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 4J
Electrical Depa.rtment............................................... 39
Plumbing Depa.rtment....................... • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 15
Sani t.ary Depa.rtment.... • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 18
Police De,pa.,rtment. ............. ................ ..................... 12
Police Court........................................................ 1
Juv1nile Depa.rtment................................................. 7
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QORRECTED OR REMOVED
NOTICES SERVED

Omera to Comply................................................ 149
Complianoes with Correotions Ordered •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 135

Burning Perm,!ts Issued •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.•••..•••• 105'
CONDITIONS INVESTIGATED

Improper handling of waste materials •••.•.•.•••••••••••.•••••.•• 13
Combustibles to close to heat source............................ 5
Extinguishers outdated. ...••••••••••.•.••.•••••••.••.••••.••..•• 105
Flamable liquids violations..................................... 12
Flammable decora tiona. • . • • . • •• • • • • • • • . • •• • . • • • •• • • • • • • •• • • • • • • • • 2
New extinguishers needed........................................ 37
Fire escapes in need of repair.................................. 5
Storage blocking sprinkle r. ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 2
Met,al. can for rags... •••••••••••••••••••••••••••.••••••.•••••••. 0
Improper washing V"at. ........................................... 1
Plaster off ceiling in place of business........................ 6
Hall ways 0bs t.ruct.ed , • . • • . • • • • • . • • • . • • • . • • • • • • • • • • • . . • . • • • • • • . • • • 7
Exi t door out of order or locked..... •••.•••••••.•••••••.••••.•• 16
Exit blocked or not properly marked •••••••.•••••••.•..•.••..•.•• 15
Fire door out of order.......................................... 7
Exit lights out or not properly marked ••••••••••.••••••••.•.••.• 60
Over fusing in electrical panel................................. 7
Excessi ve grease in ki tchen. ••••••.•••••••••••••••.•••.••..••••• 1
Improper electrical wiring...................................... 66
Improper storage of non-flammable gases......................... 1
Boiler room door blocked open................................... 1
Water leaking around light fixtures on the ceiling.............. 1
Apartments need smoke detectors................................. 1
Sprinkler alarm bell out of service............................. 1
Emergency lights needed......................................... 1

ADDITIONAL ACTIVITIES OF THE BUREAU
Conducted 31 investigations of fires; 31 causes established.
Supervised location and installation of undergraound tanks 10 times.
Attended school on Fire Safety by the Cerro Gordo Mutual Insurance.
All City buildings inspected for fire hazards 3 times.
Worked on M.D. for 4 days.
Bureau distributed Fire Prevention Posters to business places.
2 men attended Fire Inspector Conference at Des Moines.
Bureau held safety talks and showed films to Nursing Homes, Hospitals,
Business Places and all schools. 5,000 attended.
2 members attended Fire Inspector Conference at Rock Island, Illinois.
Bureau distributed 200 Fire Department Calenders.
Bureau held fire safety baby sitting classes for Red Cross.
Supervised location and installation of above and below ground L.P. tanks.
Bureau gave school to Fire Dept. members on Inspection 3 days.
Made surveys for Fire Extinguishers in 17 business places.
Attended CPR refresher course.
Held fire drill in all schools.
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ADDITIONAL ACTIVITIES OF THE BUREAU (CON'T)
Held Fire Prevention Programs in all schools.
Held Fire Drills in Mercy Hospital.
Checked Blue Prints for 11 business places.
Bureau participated in City disaster drill.
Held fire extinguisher demo. for Memorial Hospital personnel 3 days.
Conducted flammibility and smoke density test for the Sheriff's department.
Conducted fire extinguisher classes for Cerro Gordo County Home employees.
Bureau attended school given by State Fire Marshall one day in Des Moines.
All members of the Bureau attended classes on the new Criminal Code.
Assisted Fire Marshall's Office in inspections of Nursing Homes.
Bureau assisted in the Band Festival.
Held school for all Fire Department scuba diviers.
Held several fire extinguisher demonstrations for various organizations.

Respectfully submitted,
/s/ John H. Bender
John H. Bender, Chief
Fire Prevention Bureau
Mason City Fire Department

FIRE OPERATING REPORT FOR YEAR 1977
ANALSIS OF ALARMS RECEIVED

Verbally .
D1spatcher ••..•...............••...........
Automatic Fire Alam •••••.•.•••••••••••.•••
Radf,o ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
TOTAL ALARMS RESPONDED TO IN 1977 •..•......

False Alarms•.........................
Alarms received in A.M •••••••.•••••.••
Alarms received in P.M ••••••••••.•••••

Miles traveled to fire ••••••••••••••••••••...•••
Hours worked at fires .
Number of Firemen responding to alams ••••••••••
Number of times pump operated for booster •••••••
Number of times pump operated for hose lines ••••
Portable pump operated ••••••••••..••••••••••••••
5" hose used (feet) •••.•.••••••.••••••••••••••••
J" hose used (feet) .2t:: hose used (feet) ••.•••••••.•••••••••••.••.••
12 hose used (feet) .
Booster hose used (feet) ••••••••••••••••••••••••
Booster tank used (gallons) •••••••••••••••••••••
Hand pumps used (gallons) •••••••••••••••••••••••
5 1b dry powder extinguisher used •••••••••••••••
10 1b dry powder extinguisher used ••••••••••••.•
20 1b dry powder extinguisher used ••••••••••••••
Ladders used( feet) ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
Hydran. t used.....,............................. ..
Scott Air Pak masks used - 15 minutes •••••••••••
Scott Air Pak masks used - 30 minutes •••••••••••
E & J Resuscitator and Inhalator used ••,••••••••
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TOWNSHIP &
IN CITY MUTUAL AID

'.5 ·....... '.' .. 2
538 ·........... 34

93 ·........... 1
1 ·........... 0

637 ·........... 372 ·........... 0
215 ·........... 11
422 ·........... 26

1906.7 .......... 538.5
361148 ......... 62152

4196 ·........... 138
153 ·........... 18

26 ·........... 8
1 ·........... 0

350 ·........... 0
5200 ·........... 300
5740 ·........... 50

6350 ·........... 1300
25520 ·........... 3650

26893 ·........... 7980
137.5 .......... 56 ·........... 0

4 ·........... 0
7 ·........... 0

603 ·........... 68
33 ·........... 32 ·........... 0

101 ·........... 4
13 ·........... 0



ANALYSIS OF FIRE CALLS (CONT'T)

Light Generator used ••
250 Watt Light used •••
500 Watt Light used •••
Smoke Ejector used ••••
Fires out on arrival ••

IN CITY
16
19

o
71
35

· .·. . .·...... ....... ·..
TYPE OF BUILDING INVOLVED IN FIRE
Reinforced concrete.
Brick & Stone ••
Ironclad •••••

...... ..·........
Frame •••••••• ·. ....
Concrete block ••
Other than building fires ••••
In Automobiles and Trucks ••••••
Mobile homes •••••••••••••••

· .
..· .

EXTENT OF FIRES
Confined tOI

Point of origin ••
Room of origin •••••
Floor of origin ••.
Building •••••••.•

Extended to adjoining building ••

... · . • . . . . . .. 230
4
2

11
o

VALUATION & LOSSES

· . ·....................·..
TOTAL VALUES

Buildings ••••.
Contents •••••
Total of all property involved in fire.

... ..·..
TOTAL INSURANCE

Buildings ••
Contents ••.•
Total of all property involved in fire.

TOTAL INSURANCE LOSS
Buildings ••••••••.
Contents •••••.•••
Total insured loas for 1977 •••••••'."•••••••

. .. .

..... · ...... ·.... ....
TOTAL INSURED AND UNINSURED LOSS

·... ...·.·..· .
6

21
566
2

85
61
1

....·...·...·..·..........

·.
·.... .....
• •

....
·.. ...·..

.. .••• $·...... ...·....
Buildings. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..
Contents ••••••••.•••••••••••••••••••••••.••••••••••••••••••••
Total insured and uninsured loss for 1977 ••••••••••.•••••••••••

COMPARISON OF LOSSES
Loss for year 1976 $
Loss for year 1977 •••

AMOUNT OF LOOS PER FIRE
• •• · . ................

None •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
than $5.00 •••••••••
than $100.00 .
than $500.00.
than $1.000.09.
than $5.000.00 ••.

Less than $10.000.00 ••••••••••••••••••••
Over $10.000.00 •••••••••

Less
Less
Less
Less
Less

·.. ............
....... · .· ......... ... .........· .
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TOWNSHIP &
MUTUAL AID

1
o
1
3
5

· ..... ·...·.·.. ...

o
°1

10
1

13
2
2

·. 22
o
o
7
o

·..·..... .....

.$10.666,075.00
.• 12,960,950.00

23,627,025.00

..$ 9,675,469.00
12,962,700.00

•• 22,638,169.00

·.
376,331.00
324,672.00
701,003.00

.$ 381.650.00
328.372.00
710.022.00

·. 338.127.00
710,022.00

NUMBER
156

3
35
22
8

12
1

10

....
....

·.... ......



CAUSES OF FIRES 1972
Arson •••••.•.••••••••• · .
Burner flame-grease ••••••
Burning rags-wood ••
Cigarette-chair •••.••••••••••••••••••••••
Cigarette-blanket ••••••••
Cigarette-clothing ••
Cigarette-couch •.
Cigarette-paper •••
Cigarette-cloth ••.•••.••
Cutting torch-wood.
Cigarette-mattress ••••••••
Cooking oil-flame •••••••••
Cigarette-trash •••••
Defective gas line-pilot light •••••
Electric wire-blanket ••••
Electric spark-mop head ••
Electric short-plastic •••
Electric motor-natural gas ••
Electric wire-cloth ••
Electric wire-wood •••••••
Electric spark-wood ••••.
Electric wire-insulation ••••
Extreme heat-grease •••••
Electric spark-carpet •••••.•••
Fire-wood ash ••••••••
Friction-clutch Pads ••
Flame-gasoline ••••••••
Friction-ground feed ••••
Fuzee-crubber •••.•••••
Faulty furnace-wood ••
Grease-electricity •••
Lint-Gas flame.
Food-gas flame ••
Heating torch-wood •••
Heat lamp-wood ••••••••••••
Hot Grease-curtain .
Hot surface-rags •••
Hot ashes-wood •••••
Hot oven-plastic •••
Lightning-mattress.
Matches-wood ••.••••
Matches-bed clothing.
Match-paper ••••.••••• ~.
Match-mattress •••••
Match-gasoline ••••••.••
Match-cloth •••••••
Match-debris ••••••••••
Natural gas-flame •••••••
Oven flame-drip Pan •••••••
Oven heat-grease ••••••••••
Overheated bearing-dust ••••
Overheated dryer-clothes •••
Overheated door opener-wood ••••••••••
Overheat-cardboard ••••
Spark-laquer thinner ••
Spark-feed dust •••••••
Solvent-pilot light •••••
Welding spark-oil ••••••••••
Welding spark-colulol •••••••••••••••••

·.....·.. ·.....
·..

·... ·.
·..· .

.....·....· .
· .· .

· .
· .·....... ·. ·..... · .· .·...· . ...... · .·... · .· . ·..

·...·..
..

·....
. .
· . · .· .

• • · .·.. ·...·. · .·.. ·.....·.. ·.·..·........ · . ·....· .·.... · . ·.· . · .
· . ·....·.. ... · .· . ............·.. ·.... · .·... ·..
• • · .·. · .·.. ·....

. .

...
·...

· .·..... · .·.. · .·.... ......· ... ·. ........ ·..
· . ·....· .

·........... · .·..... · .·... ·..·.... · .·..·. ·.·... · .·...· . ·.... ·....·..... · .·. · .

· .
....· .·. · .... ·. · .

· .·..... · .·. ·...
·.... · .· .·..·... ·....
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NUMBER
1
1
1
1
1
1
2
:3
:3
1
1
1
2
1
1
2
1
1
1
4
1
4
7
1
1
1
2
1
1
1
2
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
5
1

12
1
2
1
2
4
1
2
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1

·..

·..

..
·..·...·...

·..·..

·..



CAUSES OF FIRES 1977
~AUSES OF AUTO FIRES

Auto electric spark-gasoline ••• · , ·.....
Arson . ·....

wire-insulation •••••••••••••••.••••
spark-insulation ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
wiring-auto seat •••••••

Auto eleotrio wir1ng-battery oas
Cuttill8 torch-auto .eat .
Cigarette-auto seat.
Cigarette-canvas ••••
Hot pipe-gasoline ••••
Hot manifold-rubber.
Match-flamable liquid •••
Welding spark-gasoline ••
Welding spark-trash •••••••••••••••••••

CAUSES OF OTHER OUTDOOR FIRES

Auto
Auto
Auto

electric
electrio
electric ...

·...
·....

• ••••••••••••••••••••••••••

·. ·...
·. ·.....·. . .

·... · .·. ·... ·.
An on. . . . . . . , . . . . . . . . . , . . • . . . . . . • . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . • . . . , . . . . . • •
Cutting torch-insulation •••••••••••••••••••
Cigarette leaves ••
Cigarette-paper •••
Cigarette-wood •••••••••••••••••••••••••
Electric current-wire insulation ••••
Electric power line-wood ••.•••••••••••.
Flame-cloth ••
Flame-grass ••
Fireworks-wood ••••
Hot coal-wood ••
Hot ashes-paper ••••
Hot aSh-hay ••••••••••
Incinerator-trash.
Locomotive spark-grass ••
Lighter-acetylene ••..•
Match-flamable liquid ••
Match-log ••••••••
Match-wood •••.••
Match-cardboard ••
Match-tree limbs ••
Match-wood Palet ••••
Match-gasoline.
Match-trash ••
Match-grass ••••••••••••••••••.
Match-paper ••••
Match-debris ••
Match-insulation ••••••
Match-hay ••••••••
Ma t.ch-mattress .
Match-clothing ••••
Overheated kettle-tar ••••••••••••••••
Pipe ashes-furniture stripper •••
Spark-wood ••••
Spark -pa.per. •••
Spark-grass.
Spark-cornstalk •••••••••••••
Spark-lumber •••••••
Cigarette-grass ••

·.
• ••••• It ••••••••••••••• ·.............. .... · .· .· .·..... ·..... ·.· ... ·.

·..·....·.
·. ·.. ..·... · . ·...· . · .·.. ·.... • • · . ·....·... · . ·.......... ·..... ·.... ............... . . . ....... · . · .· .

, . ·. ·. · .· . . .
• ••••••• i ••••••• · ...........................................·... · .·............ ·.... ... ·..... . · .... · .·..... ·... ·.... ·......... .. · . ............. · . ·.... · .·.... · . ·...·... ·.... · ... · . · . ·...·..
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NUMBER
33
3
3
4
1
1
4
6
1
1
1
1
1
1

·.

·.

2
1
4
2
1
1
2
1
1
1
1
2
1
1
6
1
1
1
9
2
1
1
2
4
9
6
2
1
1
1
1
1
1
2
1
2
1
1
7

·.·.
...

• •

·..·..



TYPES OF PROPERTY INVOLVED IN FIRES 1972
DESCRIPl'ION

Apartments •••••••••••
Autos & Trucks ••••••••••••
Abandoned building •••••••••••••••••••••••••••
Acetylene tank •••••
Beauty shop ••••
Box car...... . ..
Brush ••••••••••.•••.••
Cardboard.

· .·... ·... · .

...
· .

·..· .·.. · ...·.. ·..·...... ·.. · .
Cafe .•..•..•.
Construction shack ••••••••••••••••••••
Collection box •••••••••••••••.
Cleaner'S. • • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..
Dump. • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •••••••••••••••••••••
Dwelling .
Discarded couch ••••••••

· . ·.....

·... · .· .
Debris . ·..Electric sign ••••
Equipment box ••••
Flat car ••• ·... ·..·..... ·....
Grass ••••• ·.. ·....
Gasoline.
Garage •••
Grain elevator.
Hotel •••••

·.. ·.... ....·... ·....· . ·..· .· . ·.....
}{a,y •••••
Hardware store •••••••••
Insulation ••••••••
Institution ••••••••••
Kiln •••••••••

· . · ......... ·. · . ·...... ·... ·. ·..·.. ·... ·...Leaves & trash. ·.. ·... ·.
Logs •••••••.•••
Lumbe r ••••••.•••.
Laundry •••.••
Motel ••••••••

.. ...·...... ·..Mobile home ••••
Mail box .•............

·.....·.... .. ......· . ·....
Mill •••••••
Manufacturing •••••••
Office •..•••••••
Pump house.
Paper ••••••
Playhouse •••••••••••••

·.... · .·... ·.·..... ·.....· . · ...· . ... ·.·.. ·.·...
Pole . ·..... · . · .
Private club •••
Rail Road ties. · . · . ·..... ......· . ·.. · .
Salamander •••••••••••
Storage shed •••••••••••
Shelter house ••••
Trash container •••.•••
Trash •••

...... .. ·....·...
·.. · ...... ...... ·... ... ·.Tree ••

Tar Kettle •••
Warehouse •••••

..... · .· . · .· . . .· ...
Wood. ••••••••••••••••••••••••• · .
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·.·..
·...·....

·.....

·...

·...·...

·...
·..· .· .·.....

·...
·....· .
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... ·...

• •

NUMBER
1361
4
1
1
1
1
2
4
1
1
1
3

44
1
1
1
1
1

23
1
6
1
1
2
1
1
1
511
2
1
1
2
1
3
1
2
:2
1
1
2
1
1
2
1
1
1
2

11
5
1
2
2

·.

·.·..·.·.
·..

·.
·..·.

·..·..
• •

·..



EMERGENCY,FIRSTAID& DEATHCALLS
- .

Jan 28, Stanley & Marion Kuhl, both age 59, inhaled carbon monoxide fumes from
plugged or faulty ohimney. E&J inhalator used for about 10 minutes. Both oon-
scious on arrival. Taken to Mercy hospital by Snell's.
F.b 8, Geraldine Wicke, age 54, found oonsoious on arrival. Nothing used. Was
being administered oxygen by husband from ownbottle. Taken to Mercy by Snell's.
Feb 2:31 Mrs Dorothy Calioohia, age unknown, :round oonsoioua on arrival. Minor
bruises and shaken up after tornado hit house. Nothing used. Taken to Memorial
by Snell's.
Mar 2, William Parks, age 41, found sitting in chair not breathing, no pulse.
Placed on floor & CPRadministered with Hope resuscitator for about 10 minutes
with no response. Dr. Roddyarrived and pronounced dead at scene.
Apr 3' Tssana Evanoff, age 67, found lying on floor, conscious and seemed O.K.
She was calmed down& helped to bed. Dr. Chang called by Dept. and he asked she
be brought to hospital. Transported by Police car.
Apr 4, Al DeBuhr, age unknown, found consciou laying on floor. He was covered
with blanket & given osygen from E&J·inhalator until arrival of Snell's whenhe
was transported to Mercy.
Apr 26, Henry Dohrmann,age 83, found being treated by Snell's at warehouse market.
Nothing used.
Apr 291 Mrs James K. Rozen, age 48, found being treated by Snell's. Department
replaced 1 bottle of oxygen when they ran out and 2 membersadministered CPRen-
route to Mercy in ambulance. Pronounced D.O.A on arrival.
May181 Eileen Woodcock,age 71, found conscious at St. Joseph Church. Inhalator
used for 12 minutes. Pulse weak and having difficulty breathing. Taken to Mercy
by Snell's.
Jun 6, Randy Bakkum,age 4, struck by auto. Covered with blanket and kept calm
till arrival of ambulance. Minor injuries. Taken to Mercyby Snell's.
Jun 41 Mrs. Leonard.Saunders, age unknown, found conscious on arrival. Stated
she had fainted from heat. Refused any treatment.

Jun. 8, .AdamShannon, age 2, fell & hit head on metal toy and knocked out and not
breathing. Father gave mouth to mouth and found conscious on our arrival. Taken
to Mercy by Snell's.

Jun 151 MaryEllen Kluck, age 85, found conscious, breathing on her own. Used
E&Jinhalator for 10 minutes. Taken to Mercyby Snell's.

Jun 151 Warren Bang, age 25, found pinned beneath camper. Wasconscious, freed,
covered with blanket and treated for shock. Taken to hospital by Snell's.
Jun 17' RaymondPercy, age 46, found being loaded into ambulance upon arrival.
Jun 30, Floyd Huff, age 85, found in bed with severe back pain from fall. Nothing
used and he refused to go in for check up.

Jul I, Ward.Me1ch, age 39, found conscious laying in church aisle at St. Joseph.
Complained of ~n in left arm. Inhalator used for 15 minutes until arrival· of
Snell's.

Jul 2, Alurna Lindsay, age 70, found conscious on arrival. Used inhalator for
15 minutes until Snell's arrived.
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EMERGENCY, FIRST AID & DEATH CALLS (CONT'T)

Jul 151 Jane Holder, age 35, Cindy, 13, Michelle, 6, Tina, 9 and Jimmy 8, found
on porch, all conscious. E&J inhalator used on Jane & Cindy for about 5 minutes.
Jane, Cindy & Michele taken to Mercy by Snell's for carbon monoxide poisoning &
admitted. Tina & Jimmy taken by police, examined and released.
Aug 51 Assisted Sheriffs Office in removing body of Gene Wander, age 45, from
top of semi-trailer. He was electricuted when ladder was being moved while plac-
ing steel siding on house when it came in contact with power line.
Aug 121 Lee Englehart, age 14, recived 2nd degree burns on leg from knee to in-
step on left leg. Lee was playing with matches and gasoline. He was placed in bath
tub and leg submerged in water to ease pain until arrival of Snell's, then taken
to hospital.
Aug 12, Mike Gogg, age 25, pinned in wrecked auto. Porta power used to puch dash
of vehicle back to free him. Taken to hospital by Snell's.
Aug 291 Emil Koerber, age 70, found conscious and walking around. He had lacer-
ation of hand received when escaping from burning building and some smoke inhalation.
Taken to Mercy by Snell's.
Sep 231 Mrs. Howard Young, age 44, found conscious & breathing. Used E&J inhalator
for about 10 minutes. Dr. Tramble called and stated he would admit her to hospital
on following day.
Oct 21 Debbie Angell, age 24, found in ambulance & unconscious. One man helped
with CPR enroute to hospital where she was pronounced D.O.A.
Oct 31 Ward Melsh, age 38, found sitting at bar drinking beer and talking to police.
Complained of chest pains. Taken to hospital by Snell's. Nothing used.
Oct 41 James Kantaris, age unknown, found walking around and complained of slight
chest pa1ns~ Refused any treatment.
Oct 61 Donald Franks, age 21, found conscious on arrival ~aving some type seizure.
Used E&J inhalator for about 10 minutes. Taken to hospital by Snell's.
Oct 181 Michael Adams, age 27, found being removed from t.ipped over hoister. Nothing
used. Taken to hospital by Snell's.
Nov 161 Nova Maytham, age 83, having difficulty breathing and choking on phlem in
throat. Used E&J inhalator about 5 minutes. Taken to hospital by Snell's.
Nov 181 Atta Oliver, age 73, was having an asthmatic attack, Used E&J inhalator
10 minutes. Taken to Mercy by Snell's.
Nov 20 Kent Taylor, age 43, found standing in kitchen. Had been drinking. Nothing
used.
12/31 Emma Frier, age 73, found D.O.A. Nothing used.
12/17 Cornelio Sweeney, age 96, found with Snell's administering oxygen. Assisted
Snell's with C.P.R. enroute to Memorial.
l!lee 281 Iona Johnson, age 60, found oonscious, laying in bed. Administered oxygen
via E&J inhalator for 20 minutes. Taken to Mercy by Snell's.
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SOHooL AND DRILL 1977
During the year 1977, a total of B01S! man hours of supervised school and drill
time were held for the fire fighting farce. These covered a variety of subjects,
as follows.

1. Forcible entry 10. Streets, hydrants & rules
2. Ladder practices 11. Use of smoke masks
3. Salvage overhaul 12. Dri11s- tower & hose
4. Fire streams 13. Driving practice
5. Fire apparatus 14. Pump drill-draft & hydrant
6. Hose practices 15. Tactical problems
7. Ventilation 16. Company inspection & review
B. First aid & rescue 17. General study. Optional to
9. Knots, tools & equipment Company Officers

REPORT OF FIRE ALARM OFFICE - 1977
ALARMS RECEIVED HlR DAY AND MONTH

MONTH SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT TOTAL
Jan 8 11 2 7 10 11 10 59Feb B 10 6 7 4 B 7 50Mar 3 4 3 5 9 5 4 JJApr 4 B 7 3 4 9 12 47May 7 11 4 12 6 7 7 54
Jun J 6 10 15 13 13 13 73Jul 12 6 12 B 7 15 13 73Aug 4 6 12 12 1 6 10 51
Sep 6 4 2 7 7 13 6 45
Oct 10 11 8 7 5 4 7 52
Nov B 7 13 11 3 5 6 53Dec 1 ---2 6 8 6 11 10 6j~TOTALS 74 89 85 102 75 107 105

ALARMS RECEIVED FOR EACH 8-HOUR HlRIOD
8.00 AM 4.00 PM MIDNIGHT

MONTH to 4.00 PM to MIDNIGHT to 8.00 AM TOTAL FIRE LOSS--
Jan 22 27 10 59 $24,940.00
Feb 11 17 22 50 11,240.00Mar 12 12 9 33 389.00Apr 17 26 4 47 150.00May 31 18 5 54 3,423.00Jun 26 33 14 73 1,285.00Jul 32 30 11 73 66,984.00
Aug 17 21 13 51 472,708.00
Sep 14 23 8 45 85,531.00
Oct 19 24 9 52 4,442.00
Nov 18 21 14 53 1,628.00
Dec 22 14 11 bj~ 37,300.00
TOTAL 241 266 130 $710,022.00
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REPORT OF FIRE ALARM OFFICE - 1977 (CON'T)
ALARMS RECEIVED BY HOUR

MORNING HOURS
12100 (Midnight) - 12159

1100 - 1159
2100 - 2159
3100 - 3159
4100 - 4159
5100 - 5159
6100 - 6159
7100 - 7159
8100 - 8159
9100 - 9159

10100 -10159
11100 -11159
TOTAL MORNING ALARMS

AFTERNOON & EVENING HOURS
12100 (Noon) - 12159

1100 - 1159
2100 - 2159
3100 - 3159
4:00 - 4.59
5100 - 5:59
6100 - 6:59
7100 - 7159
8:00 - 8159
9:00- 9159

10100 -10:59
11:00 -11:59
TOTAL AFTERNOON ALARMS

NUMBER
11
22
18
13

9
13
18
21
26
20
27
20

218
TOTAL ALARMS IN CITY 637

TOWNSHIP ALARMS UNDER COUNTY TAXATION
Mason Township 10st Lime Creek Township 13

MUTUAL AID AND CONTRACT ALARMS
Assistance to Rockwell Fire Department 2
Assistance to Nora Springs Fire Department 4
Assistance to Clear Lake Fire Department 2
Assistance to Plymouth Fire Department 1
Assistance to Manly Fire Department 1
Assistance to Crystal Lake Fire Department 1
Assistance to Cerro Gordo County 3

TOTAL OUT OF CITY ALARMS 37
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NUMBER
30
34
33
36
39
41
32
39
38
37
34
26

419



ITEM
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.,
7.
8.
9.

NATIONAL FIRE PROTECTION ASSOCIATION
ANNUAL FIRE SURVEY

1977
ALL ALARMS AND FIRES

NUMBER
101

61
36
25

223
2

412
637

o

TYPE OF INCmENT
Fires in buildings
Fires in motor vehicles
Fires in rubbish, brush
Other outqoor fires
TOTAL ITEMS 1-4
Mal1oious falSe alarms
All other alarms
TOTAL ITEMS 5-7
Fires in Christmas trees & decorations

ESTIMATED LOSS
$699,977.00

9,870.00
None
1,847.00

710,022.00
None
None

710,022.00
None

10. FIRE CASUALTIES
Killed
Injured

FIREMEN
o
8

OTHERS
o

10

ITEM
IT:-
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21
22.

OCCUPANCY
Apartments
Dwellings
Notels & Motels
Other residential
Institutions
Schools and colleges
Public assembly
Stores, offices and other commercial
Manufacturing
Storage
Mobile homes
Miscellaneous

BREAKDOWN OF FIRES IN BUILDINGS
NUMBER

1444-
3

11
1
o
3

13
8
3
1
o

CITY POPULATION 1974 CENSUS. 31,839
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LOSS
$ 25,347.00

117,537.00
None
1,379.00
None
None
None

489,039.00
66,335.00

40.00
300.00

None



TREND OF FIRE LOSSES, 1968 to 1977
TEN YEAR AVERAGE

AMOUNT OF AMOUNT OF
NUMBER NUMBER PROFERTY INSURANCE AMOUNT OF ANOUNT OF FIRE LOSS AVERAGE LOSS

YEAR OF ALARMS OF FIRES THREATENED ON PROPERTY INSURANCE LOSS FIRE LOSS PER CAPITA FER FIRE

1968 493 297 $ 8,191,7.58.72 $ 7,.543,029.18 $143,.578.93 $178,810.42 $ .5.82 $ 602.0.5
1969 370 187 13,472,603.3.5 11,487,119.72 41.5,1.53.23 763,798.66 24.87 4,084.49
1970 421 201 20,.512,386.00 19,994,971. 00 140,748.99 146,412.62 4.81 728.42
1971 401 198 30,182,782.00 27,622,444.00 108,841..51 141,872.6.5 4.6.5 716 •.52
1972 438 232 20,244,101. 27 17,.520,729.67 147,472.47 1.56,226.0.5 4.89 673.39
1973 4.58 2.54 43,.506,466.44 37,.538,070.00 286,.518.8.5 44.5,205.85 13.98 1,752.78
1974 570 284 62,650,.549.00 61,1.56,828.00 530,)07.49 879,298.26 27.61 3,096.05
1975 .504 241 10,331,916.48 8,391,99.5.27 107,645.52 153,313.69 4.82 636.20
1976 559 289 22,386,089.00 17,908,139.00 314,521.00 338,127.00 10.62 1,169.95
1977 637 247 23,860,104.00 22,638,177.00 700,853.00 710,022.00 22.30 2,874.58

I
0

TEN-YEAR C\l
I

AVERAGE
485 243 $25,533,82.5.73 $23,180,1.50.28 $289,564.10 $391,308.72 $12.44 $1,633.44



CONCLUSION

I wish to express my sincere thanks to I

- The Mayor and City Council for their support and cooperation in the
opera tion of the Fire Department

- Members of the Civil Service Commission, the Board of Trustees of the
Fire Retirement System, and to all Depar-tuent, Heads wi thin the City.
Member of the various inspection departments within the City for
their cooperation and assistance given to the members of the Fire
Prevention Bureau.

- The Citizens of the City of Mason City for fine cooperation with the
Fire Prevention Bureau and Inspectors of the Fire Department.

- The Globe Gazette and radio and television station for the liberal
space and time given to the true and accurate reporting of all fires.

- Members of the Mason City Police Department for excellent cooperation.
- Each and every member of the Mason City Fire Department for promptness

and efficiency in the performance of their duties.

Sincerely,~~t/72W-
John H. Holt, Chief
Mason City Fire Department
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