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January, 1979

The Honorable Kenneth E. Kew, Mayor
City Hall
Mason City, Iowa

Dear Mayor Kewl

I have the honor to submit to you herewith the ANNUAL REPORT of the Mason City
Fire Department for the year ending December 31, 1978. This is my ninth and
the sixty ninth annual report of the Fire Department.

This report will show in detail the record of operations, alarms, valuation,
insurance, and losses on fires which the Department responded to during the
year. Beginning in January, 1978, the Department initiated a new reporting
system at the request of the State Fire Marshal and the National Fire Academy.
This report is called the National Incident Fire Reporting System. Mason City
was one of eight cities in the state selected for this pilot program. It is
anticipated that all towns in the state will use this system by January, 1980.
The information contained herein is almost entirely compiled within the cor-
porate limits of the City and Township alarms except for dollar figures which
are based on City valuations and losses only. Mutual aid calls will appear
occasionally in this report.

I feel that in view of current property valuations and the rising cost of re-
pair and replacement that 1978 was the best year for fire protection, in the
City, since my tenure as Fire Chief. I attribute this to the ever increasing
emphasis on fire safety and safety inspections conducted by the Fire Prevention
Bureau and the increasing efficiency of all Firefighters thru training and use
of modern equipment as well as a better understanding and cooperation from the
general public.

If you wish additional information pertaining to the Department, it will be
supplied to you upon request.

All insured losses herein are the adjusted losses received from the insurance
adjusters whenever possible.

Respectfully submitted,

(l~X~
~ H. Holt, Chief

Mason City Fire Department
Mason City, Iowa
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PERSONNEL

MasonCity Fire Department

Year Ending December31, 1978

Chief of the Department................................. 1

Assistant Chief......................................... 1

Chief of Fire Prevention Bureau•......•.•...•.••••..•.•• 1

Captain of the Department.......................... 3
Inspectors of the Bureau :3
Lieutenant of the Department•.•....•••......•.••.••.••.• 6
Fire Fighter First Class •••.......•..••.•••....•.••. ' .... 24

Fire Fighter Second Class............................... 1

Fire Fighter Third Class •...•...•.•.•.••.•....•• " • • . . . •. 1
Probationary Fire Fighter.......................... 1

Total personnel, all grades •.•••..•... 42
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FIRE DEPARTMENT ORGANIZATION - 1978
KENNETH E. KEW, MAYOR

John H. Holt
Chief of Department

Charles F. Swanson

COUNCIL PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE
Harlan Johnson, Chairman
Marlya ShiJRa
Virgil DeVary

Ronald C. Van Horn
Assistant Chief
& Drillmaster
Robert H. Arndt

Fire Department Inspectors
has three Battalions, each composed ofaThe Department

Engine Co. No. 1
Engine Co. No. 2
Engine Co. No. J

FIRST BATTALION
Captain George Pierson
Lieutenants Dan Allen

Richard. Walsh
James Hickey
Joel Chase
Lyle Battleson
Roger Poohl
Larry Kuhl
Claude Funk
\{illiam Trask
Randy Wedmore
Alan Alman

Fire
Fighters

Engine Co. No.4
Engine Co. No. 5
Aero Chief

BATTALION PERSONNEL
SECOND BATTALION
Dwaine McDougle
Gerald Tatum
Donald Wedmore
Ralph Luecht
Dennis Scott
Larry Harrington
Spencer Weaver
James Koch
Fred Lehmann
Robert Allen
Reggie Wilson
Robert' Skellenger
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Thomas O. Madden
Chief of Fire Prevention

Bureau
Robert P. Lofing

Aerial Co.
Squad No. 1
Emergency Unit

THIRD BATl'ALION
Richard. R. Blunt
Harold Marsh
James Johnson
David Balek
Kenneth Christensen
Max Hubbard.
Al Dietz
James Myklestad
Kurt Morud
James Borger
Kenneth Llnclcum
Mark Christiansen

---- --



DATE PROMOTED
NAME AND RANK APPOINTED TO RANK YRS MO DAYS
CHIEF
John H. Holt Jul 18, 46 Apr .a, -70 32 5 13
ASSISTANT CHIEF
Ronald C. Van Horn Feb 1, 56 Feb 1, 56 22 11 0
CHIEF OF FIRE PREVENTION BUREAU
Thomas O. Madden Jan 1, 56 Jul 10, 78 23, 0 0
CAPTAINS
Richard R. Blunt Mar 20, 48 Feb 26, 69 29 9 11
Dwaine O. McDougle Jul 19, 46 Oct 5, 74 32 5 12
George R. Pierson Nov 16, 62 Sep 4, 75 16 1 15
INSPECTORS
Charles F. Swanson Nov 1, 54 Apr 9, 74 24 2 0
Robert H. Arndt Jun 1, 63 May 5, 77 14 7 0
Robert P. Lofing Apr 1, 59 Nov 24, 78 19 9 0
LIEUTENANTS
Dan N. Allen Nov 19, 46 Feb 26, 69 32 1 12
Harold R. Marsh Oct 23, 53 Aug 16, 60 25 2 8
Richard M. Walsh Jan 7, 63 Jul 1, 70 15 11 24
James E. Johnson Aug 16, 60 Oct 5, 74 18 4 15
Gerald M. Tatum Aug 16, 64 May 5, 77 14 4 15
Donald E. Hedmore Mar 16, 57 Nov 24, 78 21 9 15
FIRE FIGHTER FIRST CLASS
Ralph R. Luecht Nov 1, 51 Nov 1, 53 27 2, 0
James J. Hickey Jun 16, 55 Jun 16, 57 23 6 15
N. Joel Chase Feb 5, 64 Feb 5, 66 14 10 27
Dennis O. Scott Sep 16, 65 Sep 16, 67 13 3 15
Lyle J. Batt1eson Oct 16, 65 Oct 16, 67 12 2 15
Larry P. Harrington Jun 1, 66 Jun 1, 68 12 7 0
Roger J. Poohl Aug 16, 66 Aug 16, 68 12 4 15
David C. Balek Mar 1, 67 Mar 1, 69 11 10 10
Spencer M. Weaver May 16, 68 May 16, 70 10 7 15
Larry L. Kuhl Apr 28, 70 Apr 28, 72 8 8 3
James J. Koch Jun 2, 70 Jun 2, 72 8 6 29
Kenneth A. Christensen Aug 4, 70 Aug 4, 72 8 4 27
Fredrick J. Lehmann Aug 4, 70 Aug 4, 72 8 4 27
Max K. Hubbard Oct 28, 70 Oct 28, 70 8 2 3
Claude L. Funk May 25, 71 May 25, 73 7 7 6
William L. Trask Oct 3, 72 Oct 3, 74 6 2 27
Randy C. Wedmore Feb 26, 73 Feb 26, 75 5 10 4
Robert J. Allen Feb 26, 73 Feb 26, 75 5 10 4
Albert B. Dietz Feb 26, 73 Feb 26, 75 5 10 4
Allen J. t1yk1estad Feb 26, 73 Feb 26, 75 5 10 J.j-

Kurt W. Morud Oct 1, 73 Oct 1, 75 5 2 29
Reggie Wilson Jun 3, 74 Jun 3, 74 4 6 28
Robert Skellenger Oct 8, 74 Oct 8, 76 4 2 23
James Borger Sep 5, 75 Sep 5, 77 3 3 25
FIRE FIGHTER SECOND CLASS
Kenneth R. Lincicum May 9, 77 May 9, 78 1 7 22
FIRE FIGHTER THIRD CLASS
Alan S. Alman Jun 6, 78 Dec 6, 78 0 6 24
PROBATIONARY FIRE FIGHTER
Mark A. Christiansen Dec 1, 78 0 1 0
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PROMOTIONS & APPOINTMENTS - 1978

NAME DATE FORMER RANK PROMOTED TO RANK
May 9, 78 F.F. Second Class F.F. Third Class
Jun 6, 78 Probationary F.F.
Nov 24, 78 Lieutenant Inspector
Nov 24, 78 F.F. First Class Lieutenant
Dec 1, 78 Probationary F.F.
Dec 6, 78 Probationary F.F. F.F. Third Class

Kenneth R. Lincicum
Alan S. Alman
Robert P. Lofing
Donald E. Wedmore
Mark A. Christiansen
Alan S. Alman
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MEMBERSHIP ON PENSION AND RETIREMENT
DATE OF
PENSION OR RANK HELD AT TIME MONTHLY
RETIREt>1ENT OF RETIREMENT NAME FENSION
Oct 1, 54 ~lidowof Fireman Ist Cl Mrs. W. McGrath $160.97
Oct 27, 53 Widow of Fireman 1st Cl Mrs. E. Fields 186.58
Oct I, 54 Lieutenant M.A. Lauen 332.29
Oct I, 54 Widow of Lieutenant t1rs• M.J. Faktor 198.82
Aug I, 61 Fireman 1st Cl F.O. Grelk 381.15
Noy 1, 63 \oJidowof Chief Mrs. A.B. Arnold 258.12
May 1, 63 Widow of Lieutenant Mrs. H.H. Hutchinson 203.19
Feb 1, 64 Fireman 1st Cl vL.M. Powers 391.36
Mar 2, 66 Fireman 1st Cl J.J. Carroll 390.97
Feb 1, 67 Sup Fire Prey Bureau vILE. Schurtz 420.81
Feb 1, 69 Captain J.K. Cunningham 501.80
Apr 18, 69 Fireman 1st Cl L.E. Gardinier 362.06
Feb 1, 70 Fireman 1st Cl A.B. Hesse 341.59
Apr 1, 70 Chief VC.J. Pierce 576.65
Jun 1, 70 Lieutenant a/E.J. Fritz 349.77
Jul 1, 70 Fireman 1st Cl L.A. Arnold 348.89
Jul 15, 70 Fireman 1st Cl vL.H. Moore 501.52
Aug 1, 70 Lieutenant Frank Hesse 493.88
Nay 1, 71 Fireman 1st Cl /M.M. Dosen 325.31
Oct 1, '12 Fireman 1st C1 D.J. Reardon 389.29~~Feb 11, 73 Fireman 1st Cl V""W.M. Berry 358.64
Aug 31, 73 Hidow of Fireman 1st Cl V"" Mrs. W.H. Cunningham 427.19
Sep 21, 74 Captain Louis V. Rice 345.01
t>1ay17, 75 Captain V.A. Lauer 419.30
Apr 12, 77 Lieutenant M.R. Gerdes 668.41
Jun 30, 78 Chief Fdre Prey Bureau v J .H. Bender 768.08

RETIREMENTS
Jun 30, 78 Chief Fire Prey Bureau John H. Bender

Apr 15, 78
RESIGNATION

Fire Fighter 1st Cl Richard A. Morris
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CAR NO.
1

2

)

Engine #1

Engine #2

Engine #)

Engine #4

Engine #5

Aero Chief

Aerial Co.

Squad #1

Grass Buggy

YEAR
1978
1978
197)
1957

1962

1956

1970

1978

1972

1950

1976

1951

FIRE APPARATUS & MOTOR CARS
December )1, 1978

NOTE. All apparatus and motor cars have )-way
Motorola radios except Grass Buggy

CYLINDERS
8

8
8

6

MAKE
Dodge
Dodge
Ford
FWD

TYPE
Chiefs Car
Fire Dept. Car
Fire Dept. Car
750 GPM Cent. Pump
& Booster

6 FWD 1000 GPM Cent. Pump
& Booster

12 Seagrave 750 GPM Cent. Pump
& Booster
1000 GPM Cent. Pump
& Booster

6 American
LaFrance
Pierce 1500 GPM Cent. Pump

& Booster
8

8 American
LaFrance

1500 GPM Cent. Pump
& Booster & 90'
Elevated Platform
750 GPM Pump & Booster
85' Aerial
High Pressure Pump,
100 Gal Tank

12 Seagrave

8 Dodge

4 Willis Jeep Emergency Unit
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ANNUAL REPORT OF THE FIRE PREVENTION BUREAU
YEAR ENDING DECEMBER )1, 1978

The Fire Prevention Bureau was organized on September 1. 19)7. by action of the
City Council. On July 17. 1978, Thomas O. Madden was appointed Chief of the
Bureau, having served as Inspector since July 1, 1970. The Bureau now consists
of three () Inspectors.

The Bureau made and supervised a total of 4026 inspections during 1978. Special
effort was made during the holiday season to protect life and property in the
business district. and many hazards were removed and corrected as a result of
the work of the Bureau. A year-round program of Fire Prevention was conducted.
with special emphasis during Fire Prevention Week. Investigations were made of
false alarms and fires of undertermined or mysterious origin.

BUREAU ACTIVITIES
Regular Inspections ••
Re-Inspections •••....
Special Inspections ••

Commercial Building Inspections •••
Industrial Inspections ••
Warehouse Inspections •••
Apartment Inspections ••.
Nursing Home Inspections.
Theater Inspections .••...
Hospital Inspections ••••••..
School Inspections •.
Church Inspections.
Garage Inspections •.
Gasoline & Oil Bulk Plant Inspections .•
Gasoline & Fuel Tank Installation & Inspections •••
Paint Spray Booth Inspections ••.
Motel Inspections •......••..
Fire Escape Inspections •••..
Service Station Inspections ••
Miscellaneous Inspections ••.

....

•.)434
329
263

.4026

.28)9
22
83

10)
38
)

26
•• 107

8
77
1)
53
12
8

)0
49

555

TOTAL ••........•...•......

...
. .

TOTAL •••......•••.•.•.••......•.•....•••......••...•.....••...•.•.....•..•• 4026

FIRE DEPARTMENT INSPECTIONS
)rd Battalion

)71 437
CONDITIONS REFERRED TO OTHER DEPARTMENTS

Building Department ••..
Electrical Department ••.
Plumbing Department ...
Sanitary Department ••
Police Department •.••
Police Court •..•....
Juvini1e Department ••

2nd Battalion TOTAL
1182

1st Battalion
)74

.... 54
)2
))
4

14
5
2

NOTICES SERVED
Ord.ers to comply .
Compliance with Corrections Ordered.

183
178

BURNING PERMITS ISSUED ...•••••.•••••.•.•.•..••••••••.•••••.••••.•..••.••••• 1229
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CONDITIONS INVESTIGATED Orders Written Complied
Improper handling of waste material....... ...•.••••.•.•• 9 12
Combustibles to close to heat source.................... 1 1
Extinguishers outdated ••••.....•.•......•.••...•..••..•• 119 117
Flammable liquids violations............................ 40 29
Flammable decorations................................... 0 1
New extinguishers needed .....•...•.......•.••..•.•••.... 45 46
Fire escapes in need of repair.......................... 0 2
Storage blocking sprinkler.............................. 3 3
Metal can for rags...................................... 4 4
Cut weeds around building..... .......•................•• 2 2
Improper washing vat .•............ I •• •• • • •• ••••• • • • • • ••• 0 1
Plaster off ceiling in place of business ••............ ;. 3 3
Hallways obstructed..................................... 7 8
Exit door out of order or locked •......•.•.•..•...•..... 15 14
Exit blocked or not properly marked .•...••.....•.•...... 13 19
Fire door out of ord.er.................................. 2 2
Exit lights out or not properly marked ••....•.••......•• 71 75
Over fusing in electrical panel. ...........•............ 16 17
Improper venting of heating equipment................... 1 1
Excessive grease in kitchen.. .•..•......•....•.•.•.....• 2 2
Improper electrical wiring.............................. 62 71
Alarm sys terns out of order.............................. 4 4
Improper alarm or sprinkler............................. 1 1

ADDITIONAL ACTIVITIES OF THE BUREAU
Conducted 17 investigations of fires; 17 causes established.
Supervised location and installation of underground tanks 33 times.
Distributed Fire Prevention Posters to business places.
Attended school given by City Electrical, Plumbing & Building Inspectors.
Attended meeting given by the International Fire Service.
All City buildings were inspected.
The Bureau sent two members to Inspectors Conference at Rock Island, Illinois.
The Bureau sent two members ti the Inspectors Conference in Des Moines.
The Bureau attend school given on Sky Watch by Civil Defense.
The Bureau attended class given on Radiology given by Civil Defense.
The Bureau attended class given on Defensive Driving by the City.
The Bureau attended class on Arson associated with types of People
given by Mental Health.
The Bureau held safety talks and showed films for Nursing Homes, Hospitals,

,'I' NIACC and Schools.
The Bureau attended school given by the State Fire Marshal's Office.
The Bureau held Safety Baby Sitting classes given for the Red Cross.
The Bureau distributed over 200 Calenders to business places.
The Bureau sent one member to Fire School for 3 days.
Worked with Sheriff's Department on a drowning.
Held fire drills for the Senior Citizens.
Sent one man to Arson School at the Police Academy in Des Moines for 2 weeks.
Placed fire extinguishers in 10 business places.
Held Fire Drills at all schools.
Held Fire Prevention programs in all schools.
Checked buleprints for new construction in the City.

/s/ Thomas O. Madden
Thomas O. Madden, Chief
Fire Prevention Bureau
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FIRE OPERATING REPORT FOR YEAR 1978
TOWNSHIP
IN CITYANALSIS OF ALARMS RECEIVED

Verbally .
Dt.s pa tche r .
Automatic Fire Alarm .
Radio " .
TOTAL ALAHMS RESPONDED TO IN 1978

False Al.arns •......••....•••..•••...•...
Alarms received in A.M ••....•........•.•
Alarms rece ived in P.M ••••...••...•..•..

Miles traveled to fire •..•.....•.•••.•.••..••
Hours worked at fires •.•..•.....•.•..•....••.
Number of Firefighters responding to alarms ••
Number of pumps operated for booster •.•••...•
Number of times pump operated for hose lines.
Portable pump operated •..••••••.•.•.•••.••.••
5" hose used (feet) •••.••.•••........••..••.•
)" hose used (feet) I"2t:: hose used (feet) ••••••.•..••...••••••••••
1"2 hose used (feet) .
Booster hose used (feet) ••....•••.....•.•..•.
Booster tank used (gallons) ••.....•.•.••...••
5 Ib dry powder used •......•...•..•.........•
Hand pumps used (gallons) •..•...•.•.••.••....
10 Ib dry powder extinguisher used •.•..•..•..
20 Ib dry powder extinguisher used ••••......•
Ladders used (feet) •••.....•.••..•.•...•..•.•
Hydrant used .•...............................
Scott Air Pak masks used - 15 minute ••......•
Scott Air Pak masks used - 30 minute •...••.••
E&J Resuscitator and inhalator used ••....•••.
Light Generator used ••.......•..............•
250 Watt light used •..•........••...•...••..•
500 Hatt light used ••.•••••.•••.••••.••.••.••.
Smoke ejector used .
Fires out on arrival .
TYPE OF BUILDING INVOLVED IN FIRE
Reinforced concrete .
Brick & Stone .
Ironclad... , .. , , .
Frame ••. , .. , ....•...............•.•...•••.•.•
Concrete block , .
Other than building fires •......•...•.•.•...•
In Automobiles and Trucks, etc ...•......•••.•
~1obl1e homes ...•......•..•..........•..•..•.•

EXTENT OF FIRES
Confined to:

Point of origin ...•......•.........•...•
Room of origin , .
Floor of origin ....•...........•.......•
Building. '.' .

Extended to adjoining building •••....•......•

-J.O-

5454
94
24

57724
225
352

1189.6
313135

3767
136

27
o
o

4100
1220
4780

23400
51370

2
92.5

o
12

459
15

o
59
916
6
1

61
28

7
17
3

50
1

55
53
1

165
11
o

12
o

MUTUAL AID
o

11
o
4

15
o
4

11
220.6

18
67
4
2
o
o
o

50
500
810

1900
o
o
o
o

91
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
1

o
o
1
3
o
7
4
o

Lb
o
o
4
o



VALUATION & LOSSES
TOTAL VALUE::;

Buildings ••
Contents •••
Total of all property involved in fire ••

TOTAL INSURANCE
Bulldings •••
Contents •.•
Total of all property involved in fire.

TOTAL INSURANCE LOSS
Buildings ....•..
Contents .••.....
Total insured loss for 1978.

TOTAL INSURED AND UNINSURED LOSS
Buildings .
Contents .
Total insured and uninsured loss for 1978 ••

COMPARISON OF LOSSES
Loss for year 1977.
Loss for year 1978.

Af.10UNTOF LOSS P8R FInE
None ............•.
Less than $5.00 ...
Less than $100.00. ..... ...
Less than $500.00 ••. ..... .......
Less than $1,000.00 •. .......
Less than $5,000.00 •.
Less than $10,000.00.
Over $10,000.00 ......

CAUSES OF FIRES 1978
CAUSES OF BUILDING FIRES

Arnon .
Burning leaves-fiberboard •.
Candle-Christmas tree ..
Cutting torch-wood ••.
Cutting torch-rags .•
Cigarrette-leaves & trash.
Deep fat fryer-grease •.•
Cigarette-mattress ••.....
Electric burner-plastic ..
Electric short-wood •....
Electric short- insulation.
Electric spark-ballast •.
Electric spark-gasoline •.
Electric spark-oil .••...
Explosion .
Electric heat coil-cloth ..
Electric short-bedding.
Gas burner-grease •.•...•
Faulty fire place-wood .•.

-11-

..$ 51,318,000.00
5,023,805.00

56,341,805.00

.$ 49,015,825.00
4,497,265.00

5),51),090.00

.$ 113,404.00
48,)85.00

161,789.00

.$ 128,004.00
49,9)8.00

177,942.00

.. $ 710,022.00
177,942.00

NUMBER
105

o
30
29
5

12
2
5

NUMBER--9-
1
1
2
1
2
1
1
1
1
5
1
1
1
1
1
2
2
1



CAU~ES OF FIRE 1978
CAUSES OF BUILDING FIRES (CONTINUED)

Hea t-grease •.•.
Heat-gas ••.•..
Heat-mattress ••
Heat-towels ••.
Heat-coal. •.•
Hand torch-fuel oil.
Hot grease-pilot light.
Hot chimney-fiberboard ••
Hot plate-cardboard •.
Hot surface-plastic ••
Hot ashes-paper •...•.
Improper heating stack-wood.
L.P. gas-heater .•.•••.
Lightning-carpet ••..•••
Lighter-paint thinner ••.
Match-rubbing alchol ••
Match-grass •......•..
Match-corn stalks •••.
Pilot light-gasoline ••
Overheated dryer-clothes •••
Overheated dryer-grain ..
Open flame-acetylene .•
Overheated dryer-feed.
Spark-gas •.....•......
Spontaneous combustion-rags.
Toaster oven-curtain ••..

....

NUMBER
3
1
1
1
1
1
2
1
2
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
2
1
1
2
1
1
1
1
1
1

..
... ......

CAUSES OF OTHER OUTDOOR FIRES
Arson . 17

1
1
5
1
1
1
1
3
1
1
1
1
3
1
1
1
1
1
7
1
1
1

Arcing wire-wood ..
Ca'libonbali,..,grass.
Cigarette-grass & leaves.
Cutting torch-tar •.•.•..
Cutting torch-fuel oil •.
Cutting torch-wood •.•...
Electric short-insulation .•
Fuzee-grass .....•..
Gasoline-hot coals.
Hot exhaust-grass ••
Hot manifold-corn stalks ••
Match-leaves & trash.
Ma tch-straw ••..
to1atch-adhes ive •.
Match-wood box ••.
~latch-logs ••..•.
Overload-insulation ..
Rekindle ....
Spark-grass •.
Spontaneous combustion-filters .•
Spark-gasoline.
Spark-wood .•...
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CAUSES OF FIRES 1978
CAUSES OF AUTO FIRES

Arson . . .
short-gasoline •.
short-insulation ••
short-rubber •.

Auto electric short-wood ••
Exhaust heat-gasoline.
Cutting torch-wood •.
Cigarette-rags .
Cutting torch-paper ••
Cigarette-sawdust .•..
Cigarette-auto seat.
Friction-brake lining ••
Gasoline-insulation •...
Hot exhaust-insulation.
Overheated brakes-rubber ••
Match-trash ••.•..•.
Sun heat-auto seat ••
Match-cardboard ••.•.

Auto
Auto
Auto

electric
electric
electric

........
TYPES OF PROPERTY INVOLVED IN FIRES 1978

DISCRIPrION
Apartments.
Autos, Trucks, boxcars, etc.
Air filters ••....••••.•••••.
Abandoned buildings.
Auto sales •..
Beauty shop.
B-B-Que grill.
Cafe •.•••

.....
Car wash.
Corn stalks ••
Dwellings ••.
Fuel tank ••
Feed mill.
Hotel-Motel •.

......

Hay •.......
Laundroma t ••
Lawnmower •.
Locomoti ve .•
Logs .•.....
Laundry ••.•.
Mercantile.
Mobile home ••.
Manufacturing plant.
Nursing home.
Pharmacy •....
Private garage.
Power transformer.
Roller rink.
Silo ••..
School. .
Storage shed ..
Shel tor house •.
Trash & Leaves, etc ••.
Tar kettle •.•.
Wooden boxes •.

-13-
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NUMBER
7

16
12
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
3
2
2
1
1
1
1
2

...

NUt1BER
7

55
1
2
1
1
1
3
1
1

33
1
1
1
3
1
1
1
1
1
2
2
1
1
1
6
1
1
6
1
3
1

41
1
1



EMERGENCY, FIRST AID & DEATH CALLS

Jan 26: On arrival found Herman McDougle, age 82, unconcious. Administered
CPR with no responce. Pronounced dead at scene.
Jan 28: Dwight Kleven, age 31, found unconcious with Snell's in attendance.
Assisted with CPR & Resuscitator for 5 minutes until victim breathing on his own.
Feb 20: Jetta Crago, age 78, found DOA. Nothing used.
Mar 3: Yota Rish, age 46, complaing of chest & arms pains. Stood by till
arrival of ambulance. Nothing used.
Jan 21: Arthur Riha, age 65, found unconcious on floor being worked on by Snell's
and nurse. Assisted with resuscitator, asperator & inhalator. Pronounced dead.
Apr 7: David Julsen, age 10 months, was taken from burning building and taken
to Mercy hospital by Mother and treated for smoke inhalation.
Apr 251 Shirley Peck, age 47, found on bathroom floor being administered mouth
to mouth by 2 police officers. Department took ~ver and continued CPR until
arrival of Snell's. Pronounced DOA at hospital.
Apr 291 Dennis Haberkorn, age 20, found trapped in auto. Assisted police &
Snell's in removing him. Transported to hospital by Snell's.
Jun 6: Phillip Morris, age 43, found conscious and had had an epileptic attack
and fallen off bar stool. Nothing used. Taken to hospital by Snell's.
Jun 141 Jerry Van Note, age 42, found being attended by physician on arrival.
Nothing used.
Jun 20: Clifford Davis, age 69, found conscious having trouble breathing. Used
E&J inhalator for about 10 minutes. Refused further treatment or assistance.
Jun 23: Thomas Shay, age 21, had been extricated from dirt pile and on way to
hospital on arrival. Nothing used.
Jul 19: David Hansen, age 19, found drowned at Portland cement pits by Dept.
divers. Taken to morgue by Snell's.
Jul 201 Carrie Roberts, age 81, found unconcious on bedroom floor. Administered
CPR & E&J resuscitator for about 10 minutes. Pronounced dead by Snells.
Aug 16: Kimberly Snook, age 17, found on street having trouble breathing. Used
E&J inhalator for about 1 minute until Snell's arrived and took her to Mercy.
Aug 18: Mrs Alfred Oliver, age 93, found in living room having trouble breath-
ing. Used E&J inhalator and continued in ambulance until arrival at hospital.
Se~ 2: Anthony Ruiz, age 18, found laying beside vehicle after collision.
NothLng used.
Sep L~I Fred Fox, age 16, found having difficulty breathing at scene of fire.
E&J inhalator used for about 10 minutes. Taken to Mercy by Snell's.
Sep 151 Dav Clausen, age 18, thrown from motorcyle after collision. Nothing used.
Sep 20: Donald Krantz, age 71, found conscious, apparent overdose of prescription
drugs. Nothing used. Taken to Mercy by Snell's.
Oct 29: Clyde Watson found breathing on floor of church. Used E&J inhalator
until arrival of Snell's who took him to Mercy.
Oct 30: John Diaz, age 20, found with cuts & bruises after auto accident.
Covered with blanket and treated for shock. Taken to hospital by Snell's.
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EMERGENCY, FIRST AID & DEATH CALLS
Nov 19s Jess Sloan, age 77, found conscious having difficulty breathing. Used
E&J inhalator of 20 minutes until Snell's arrived and took him to hospital.
Dec 3ls Kenneth Lux, age 74, found DOA. Nothing used.

SCHOOL AND DRILL 1978
During the year 1978, a total of 8,420 man hours of supervised school and drill
time were held for the fire fighting force. These covered a variety of subjects,
as follows:

1. Forcible entry 10. Streets, hydrants & rules
2. Ladder practices 11. Use of smoke masks
3. Salvage overhaul 12. Drills - tower & hose
4. Fire streams 13. Driving practice
5. Fire apparatus 14. Pump drill-draft & hydrants
6. Hose practices 15. Tactical problems
7. Ventilation 16. Company inspection & review
8. First aid & rescue 17. General study. Optional to
9. Knots, tools & equipment Comapny Officers

REPORT OF FIRE ALARM OFFICE - 1978
ALARMS RECEIVED PER DAY AND MONTH

HONTH SUN f<ION TilE WED THU , FRI SAT TOTAL
Jan 7 ""4 ""4 3 ""4 b 7 35
Feb 6 3 9 3 6 3 9 39
Nar 9 7 7 9 4 8 8 52
Apr 9 7 6 6 8 3 12 51
May 5 10 3 4 7 7 4 40
Jun 4 8 8 11 8 9 7 55Jul 7 4 3 13 12 6 3 48
Aug 4 6 6 10 5 9 7 47
Sep 7 11 9 9 4 12 6 58
Oct 8 10 10 2 9 7 10 56
Nov 7 2 8 10 7 9 2 45
Dec ..L ..L 8 L 6 d- e!- ...21
TOTALS 80 77 81 89 80 577

ALARMS RECEIVED FOR EACH 8-HOUR PERIOD
8:00 AM 4:00 PM MIDNIGHT

MONTH to 4:00 PM to MIDNIGHT to 8:00 AM TOTAL FIRE LOSS--
Jan 14 13 8 35 $ 9,188.00
Feb 11 22 6 39 32,971.00
Mar 29 17 6 52 21,950.00
Apr 18 23 10 51 820.00
May 16 20 4 40 71,520.00
Jun 20 19 16 55 3,810.00
Jul 13 27 8 48 2,733.00
Aug 19 18 10 47 16,004.00
Sep 27 16 15 58 6,335.00
Oct 27 22 7 56 1,490.00
Nov 18 14 13 45 4,479.00
Dec 2~t 18 18 51 6,642.00
TOTAL 229 112 577 $177,942.00
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REPORT OF FIRE ALARM OFFIC~ - 1978 (CON'T)

!'l0RNINGHOURS
12:00 (~~dnight) - 12:59

1:00 - 1:59
2:00 - 2:59
3:00 - 3:59
4:00 - 4:59
5:00 - 5:59
6:00 - 6:59
7:00 - 7:59
8:00 - 8:59
9:00 - 9:59

10:00 - 10:59
11:00 - 11:59
TOTAL MORNING ALARMS

ALARr1SREC~IV~D BY HOUR
NUf1BER

25
22
12
13
13
7

10
11
16
22
35
39

225

AFT~RNOON & EVENING HOURS
12:00 (Noon) - 12:59

1:00 - 1:59
2:00 - 2:59
3:00 - 3159
4:00 - 4:59
5:00 - 5159
6:00 - 6:59
7100 - 7:59
8:00 - 8:59
9:00 - 9:59

10:00 - 10:59
11:00 - 11:59
TOTAL AF~RNOON ALARMS

TOTAL ALARr1SIN CITY AND TOWNSHIP 577

MUTUAL AID ALARMS
Assistance to Rockwell Fire Department 4
Assistance to Nora Springs Fire Department 2
Assistance to Clear Lake Fire Department 5
Assistance to Plymouth Fire Department 2
Assistance to Manly Fire Department 1
Assistance to \~orthCounty 1

TOTAL OUT OF CITY ALARMS 15
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29
25
37
24
34
32
30
43
19
20
39
22

352



ITEM
1.

2.
3·
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

NATIONAL FIRE PROTECTION ASSOCIATION
ANNUAL FIRE SURVEY

1978
ALL ALAHMS AND FIRES

TYPE OF INCIDIi:NT NUMBER
Fires in huildings 80
Fires in motor vehicles 55
Fires in rubbish, brush 25
Other outdoor fires 38
TOTAL ITEMS 1-4 188
Malicious flase alarms 24
All other alarms 365
TOTAL ITEr1S5-7 577
Fires in Christmas trees & decorations 0

ESTIMATED LOSS
$164,127.00

11,725.00
None
2,090.00

177,942.00
None
None

177,492.00
None

10. FIRE CASUALTIES FIREMEN OTHERS
Killed 0 0
Injured 1 7

BREAKDOVIN OF FIRES IN BUILDINGS
ITEM OCCUPANCY NUMBER LOSS
11. Apartments 7 $20,435.00
12. Dwellings 33 33,270.00
13. Hotels & Motels 1 None
14. Other residential 8 3,190.00
15· Institutions 1 None
16. Schools & Colleges 1 60.00
17. Public assembly 2 200.00
18. Stores, offices and other commercial 13 82, 831t. 00
19. Hanufacturing 8 18,998.00
20. Storage 4 5,000.00
21. ~'lobllehomes 2 140.00
22. Miscellaneous 0 None
CITY POPULATION 1974 CENSUS: 31,839
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TREND OF FIRE LOSSES, 1969 to 1978
TEN YEAR AVERAGE

Af<IOUNTOF AMOUNT OF
NUt-lEER NUMBER PROPERTY INSURANCE AMOUNT OF AMOUNT OF FIRE LOSS AVERAGE LOSS

YEAR OF ALARr·1S OF ALARr1S THREATENED ON PROPERTY INSURANCE LOSS FIRE LOSS PER CAPITA PER FIRE
1969 370 187 $13,472,603.00 $11 ,487,120.00 $415,153.00 $763,799.00 $24.87 -$4,084.49
1970 421 201 20,512,386.00 19,994,971.00 140,749.00 146,413.00 4.81 728.42
1971 401 198 30,182,782.00 27,622,444.00 108,842.00 141,873.00 4.65 716.52
1972 438 232 20,244,101.00 17,520,730.00 147,472.00 156,226.00 4.89 673.39
1973 458 254 43,506,466.00 37,538,070.00 286,519.00 445,206.00 13.98 1,752.78
1974 570 284 62,650,549.00 61,156,828.00 530,a07.00 879,298.00 27.61 3,096.05
1975 504 241 10,331,916.00 8,391,995.00 107,646.00 153,314.00 4.82 636.20
1976 559 289 22,386,089.00. 17,908,139.00 314,521.00 338,127.00 10.62 1,169.95
1977 637 247 23,860,104.00 22,638,177.00 700,853.00 710,853.00 22.30 2,874.58
1978 637 247 56,)41,805.00 53,513,090.00 161,789.00 177,942.00 5.59 946.56
TEN-YEAR
AVERAGE

494 232 $30,)48,880.00 $27,777,156.00 $291,385.00 $391,222.00 $12.41 $1,667.89
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CONCLUSION

I wish to express my sincere thanks tOI
- The Mayor and City Council for their support and cooperation in the

operation of the Fire Department.
- Members of the Civil Service Commission, the Board of Trustees of the

Fire Retirement System, and to all Department Heads within the City.
- Members of the various inspection departments within the City for their

cooperation and assistance given to the members of the Fire Prevention
Bureau.

- The Citizens of the City of Mason City for fine cooperation with the
Fire Prevention Bureau and Inspectors of the Fire Department.

- The Globe Gazette and radio and television station for the liberal
space and time given to the true and accurate reporting of all fires.

- Members of the Mason City Police Department for excellent cooperation.
- Each and every member of the Mason City Fire Department for promptness

and efficiency in the performance of their duties.
Sincerely,

c9:!2t1!~
Hason City F'Ire Department
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