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January, 1979

The Honorable Kenneth E. Kew, Mayor
City Hall
Mason City, Iowa

Dear Mayor Kew:

I have the honor to submit to you herewith the ANNUAL REPORT of the Mason City
Fire Department for the year ending December 31, 1978. This is my ninth and
the sixty ninth annual report of the Fire Department.

This report will show in detaill the record of operations, alarms, valuation,
insurance, and losses on fires which the Department responded to during the
year. Beginning in January, 1978, the Department initiated a new reporting
system at the request of the State Fire Marshal and the National Fire Academy.
This report is called the National Incident Fire Reporting System. Mason City
was one of eight cities in the state selected for this pilot program. It is
anticipated that all towns in the state will use this system by January, 1980.
The information contained herein is almost entirely compiled within the cor-
porate limits of the City and Townshlp alarms except for dollar figures which
are based on City valuatlions and losses only. Mutual aid calls will appear
occasionally in this report.

I feel that in view of current property valuations and the rising cost of re-
pair and replacement that 1978 was the best year for fire protection, in the
City, since my tenure as Fire Chief. I attribute this to the ever increasing
emphasis on fire safety and safety inspections conducted by the Fire Prevention
Bureau and the increasing efficiency of all Firefighters thru trailning and use
of modern equipment as well as a better understanding and cooperation from the
general public.

If you wish additional information pertaining to the Department, it will be
supplied to you upon request.

All insured losses herein are the adjusted losses received from the insurance
ad justers whenever possible.

Respectfully submitted,

ohn H. Holt, Chief
Mason City Fire Department
Mason City, Iowa
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PERSONNEL
Mason City Fire Department
Year Ending December 31, 1978

Chlef of the Department..ccecsssencnssosesennenesnsessss
Asslstant Chlefauss e snans v mases savns sunee e ssme s
Chief of Fire Preventlon BureauU.issssessvssssssnssssrsnas
Captaln of the Departmentisicsesivsesnsvsiness bwissnains

Inspectors of the Bureal.cessscsssassssssssssssssssranss

W W

Lieutenant of the Department..isccsesevescecasssnssnnsas
Fire Pighter Firat Clasm.i:esinssssvaieiiis so i vsees sesaech
Pive Pighter Second ClasBSi:is:isessvasssassveissasssivese &
FiYe Fighter THITA ClASSE. .« russwsveenevseweedeneeiones b
Probationary Fire Fighter...ceescesscossccssssssosesssse 1

Total personnel, all gradeS...esees.s 42

.
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FIRE DEPARTMENT ORGANIZATION - 1978
KENNETH E. KEW, MAYOR

COUNCIL PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE

Harlan Johnson, Chalrman
Marlys Shima
Virgil DeVary

John H. Holt
Chief of Department

Ronald C. Van Horn
Assistant Chief
& Drillmaster

Thomas 0. Madden

Bureau

Chief of Fire Prevention

Charles F. Swanson Robert H. Arndt

Fire Department Inspectors
The Department has three Battalions, each composed ofs

Engine Co. No. 1
Engine Co. No. 2
Engine Co. No. 3

Robert P. Lofing

Engine Co. No. 4
Engine Co. No. 5
Aero Chief

Aerial Co.
Squad No. 1
Emergency Unit

BATTALION PERSONNEL

FIRST BATTALION

Captain George Pierson
Lieutenants Dan Allen
Richard Walsh
Fire James Hickey
Fighters Joel Chase
Lyle Battleson
Roger Poohl
Larry Kuhl
Claude Funk
William Trask
Randy Wedmore
Alan Alman

SECOND BATTALION

Dwaine McDougle
Gerald Tatum
Donald Wedmore
Ralph Luecht
Dennis Scott
Larry Harrington
Spencer Weaver
James Koch

Fred Lehmann
Robert Allen
Reggie Wilson
Robert Skellenger

-2

THIRD BATTALION

Richard R. Blunt
Harold Marsh
James Johnson
David Balek
Kenneth Christensen
Max Hubbard

Al Dietz

James Myklestad
Kurt Morud

James Borger
Kenneth Lincicum
Mark Christiansen




- DATE PROMOTED
NAME AND RANK APPOINTED TO RANK YRS _f@_ DAYS
CHIEF
r' John H, Holt Jul 18, 46 Apr -1, 20 32 5 13
" ASSISTANT CHIEF
Ronald C. Van Horn Feb 1, 56 Feb 1, 56 22 11 0
r CHIEF OF FIRE PREVENTION BUREAU
Thomas O. Madden Jan 1, 56 Jul 10, 78 23, 0 o0
r CAPTAINS
! Richard R. Blunt Mar 20, 48 Feb 26, 69 29 9 11
Dwaine 0. McDougle Jul 19, 46 Oect 5, 74 32 5 12
- George R. Plerson Nov 16, 62 Sep 4, 75 16 1 15
.l INS PECTORS
Charles F, Swanson Nov 1, 54 Apr 9, 74 24 2 0
r Robert H. Arndt Jun 1, 63 May 5, 77 1k 7 0
] Robert P. Lofing Apr 1, 59 Nov 24, 78 19 9 0
LIEUTENANTS
r Dan N. Allen Nov 19, 46 Feb 26, 69 32 1 12
, Harold R. Marsh Oct 23, 53 Aug 16, 60 25 2 8
Richard M. Walsh Jan. 7, 63 Jul 1, 70 15 11 24
r James E. Johnson Aug 16, 60 Oct 5, 74 18 4 15
* Gerald M, Tatum Aug 16, 64 May 5, 77 b4 4 15
Donald E. Wedmore Mar 16, 57 Nov 24, 78 21 9 15
- FIRE FIGHTER FIRST CLASS
{ Ralph R, Luecht Nov 1, 51 Nov 1, 53 27 2.0
James J, Hickey Jun 16, 55 Jun 16, 57 23 6 15
- N, Joel Chase Feb 5, 64 Feb 5, 66 14 10 27
| Dennis 0. Scott Sep 16, 65 Sep 16, 67 13 3 15
¢ Lyle J. Battleson Oct 16, 65 Oct 16, 67 12 2 15
Larry P. Harrington Jun 1, 66 Jun 1, 68 12 7 0
r' Roger J. Poohl Aug 16, 66 Aug 16, 68 12 4 15
David C. Balek Mar 1, 67 Mar 1, 69 11 10 10
Spencer M, Weaver May 16, 68 May 16, 70 10 7 15
- Larry L. Kuhl Apr 28, 70 Apr 28, 72 8 8 3
' James J., Koch Jun 2, 70 Jun 2, 72 8 6 29
Kenneth A. Christensen Avg 4, 70 Aug 4, 72 8 L 27
- Fredrick J. Lehmann Aug 4, 70 Aug 4, 72 8 L 27
- Max K, Hubbard Oct 28, 70 Oct 28, 70 8 2 3
Claude L. Funk May 25, 71 May 25, 73 7 7 6
William L. Trask Oct 3, 72 Oct 3, 74 6 2 27
4 Randy C. Wedmore Feb 26, 73 Feb 26, 75 5 10 &4
| Robert J. Allen Feb 26, 73 Feb 26, 75 5 10 4
Albert B, Dietz Feb 26, 73 Feb 26, 75 ) 10 &4
r Allen J. Myklestad Feb 26, 73 Feb 26, 75 5 10 4
Kurt W, Morud Oct 1, 73 Oct 1, 75 5 2 29
Reggile Wilson Jun 3, 74 Jun 3, 74 &4 6 28
- Robert Skellenger Oct 8, 74 Oct 8, 76 & 2 23
James Borger Sep 5, 75 Sep 5, 77 3 3 25
FIRE FIGHTER SECOND CLASS
— Kenneth R. Lincicum May 9, 77 May 9, 78 1 7 22
FIRE FIGCHTER THIRD CLASS
Alan S. Alman Jun 6, 78 Dec 6, 78 O 6 24
PROBATIONARY FIRE FIGHTER
Mark A. Christiansen Dec 1, 78 0 1 0
~h
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NAME

Kenneth R. Lincicum
Alan S, Alman

Robert P. Lofing
Donald E. Wedmore
Mark A. Christiansen
Alan 5. Alman

PROMOTIONS & APPOINTMENTS - 1978

DATE

May
Jun
Nov
Nov
Dec
Dec

9s
6,
2,
24,
1,
6,

FORMER RANK

F.F, Second Class

Lieutenant
F.F., First Class

Probationary F.F,

PROMOTED TO RANK

F.F., Third Class
Probationary F.F.
Inspector
Lieutenant

Probationary F.F,
F.F. Third Class
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DATE OF

PENSION OR

RETIREMENT

Oct
Oct
Oct
Oct
Aug
Nov
May
Feb
Mar
feb
Feb
Apr
Feb
Apr
Jun
Jul
Jul
Aug
May
Oct
Feb
Aug
Sep
May
Apr
Jun

Jun

Apr

1,
27,

30,

15,

Sh
93
54
54
61
63
63
6l

78

78

MEMBERSHIP ON PENSION AND RETIREMENT

RANK HELD AT TIME

OF RETIREMENT NAME

Widow of Fireman 1lst Cl Mrs. W. MecGrath
Widow of Fireman lst Cl Mrs. E. Flelds
Lieutenant M.A., Lauen

Widow of Lieutenant Mrs, M.J. Faktor
Fireman 1lst Cl F.0. Grelk

Widow of Chief Mrs. A.B. Arnold
Widow of Lieutenant Mrs. H.H. Hutchinson
Fireman 1lst Cl v'L.M, Powers
Fireman lst Cl J.J. Carroll

Sup Fire Prev Bureau vH.E, Schurtz
Captain J.K, Cunningham
Fireman 1lst Cl L.E, Gardinier
Fireman 1lst Cl A.B. Hesse

Chief v C.J. Pierce
Lieutenant v E,J., Fritz
Fireman lst Cl L.A. Arnold
Fireman 1lst C1 v L,H., Moore
Lieutenant Frank Hesse
Fireman 1lst Cl v"M.M. Dosen
FPireman lst Cl D.J. Reardon
Fireman 1lst Cl “"W.M. Berry

Widow of Fireman lst Cl1 v+ Mrs. W,H. Cunningham
Captain Louis V. Rice
Captain V.A. Lauer
Lieutenant M.R. Gexrdes

Chief Fire Prev Bureau v J.H.

RETIREMENTS

Chief Fire Prev Bureau

RESIGNATION

Fire Fighter 1st Cl

Bender

MONTHLY
PENSION

$160.97
186.58
332.29
198.82
381.15
258.12
203.19
391,36
390.97
420,81
501.80
362.06
341.59
576.65
349.77
348.89
501.52
493.88
365,29 J
427.19
345.01
419.30
668.41
768.08

John H. Bender

Richard A. Morris
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CAR NO.

1
2

3
Engine #1

Engine #2
Engine #3
Engine #4

Engine #5

Aero Chief

Aerial Co.

Squad #1

Grass Buggy

YEAR
1978
1978
1973
1957

1962
1956
1970
1978

1972

1950
1976

1951

FIRE APPARATUS & MOTOR CARS

December 31, 1978

All apparatus and motor cars have 3-way
Motorola radios except Grass Buggy

CYLINDERS

8
8
8
6
6

12

12

MAKE
Dodge
Dodge
Ford
FWD

FWD

Seagrave
American
LaFrance

Plierce

American
LaFrance

Seagrave

Dodge

Willis Jeep

TYPE
Chiefs Car
Fire Dept. Car
Fire Dept. Car

750 GPM Cent. Pump
& Booster

1000 GPM Cent. Pump
& Booster

750 GPM Cent. Pump
& Booster

1000 GPM Cent. Pump
& Booster

1500 GPM Cent. Pump
& Booster

1500 GPM Cent. Pump
& Booster & 90°'
FElevated Platform

750 GPM Pump & Booster
85" Aerial

High Pressure Pump,
100 Gal Tank

Emergency Unit
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ANNUAL REPORT OF THE FIRE PREVENTION BUREAU
YEAR ENDING DECEMBER 31, 1978

The Fire Prevention Bureau was organized on September 1, 1937, by action of the
City Council. On July 17, 1978, Thomas 0. Madden was appointed Chief of the

Bureau, having served as Inspector since July 1, 1970. The Bureau now consists
of three (3) Inspectors.

The Bureau made and supervised a total of 4026 inspections during 1978. Special
effort was made during the holiday season to protect life and property in the
business district, and many hazards were removed and corrected as a result of
the work of the Bureau. A year-round program of Fire Prevention was conducted,
with special emphasis during Fire Prevention Week., Investigations were made of
false alarms and fires of undertermined or mysterious origin.

BUREAU ACTIVITIES .
Rogilar InBPeCEIONS « wuwis s o en e s e Beaars P &avew v selse o P
He~InSpactlons . ieiu veiie cames saaes re e Sain dueis saees sadeans vaes e 329
Special INEPLTRONS: saivive i vies £oes s Coses s Loy ceses e e sy toscss 03
TOPAL o0 is0 0 5 e i s an S HESE SRsEe Vi e os Foaee Ceisi sasaiis @ s isess sais ostlon

Commercial Bulldtng TnSPeCtIonS«uis veisesasasae oo ssmaens e o s o039
Industrlal. InspectionS i vesis ssini sesieissesse s assenis retes sessns CR
Warehouse INnSpPectionS....vessvssossssenssnssosonssesssosssssssassasess O3
Apartietit INSPOCELONS o v scovaiminy suorwions wrommiensinrelnse wisin awae e s oo e e e womasnn susrs LD
Nur¥sing Home THRESDEOTIONE « vuwws svwnn veaweaeaiee Eoepy isis s Ledsbes pave I8
Theater :InSPactIonSs suivwa ssetvini sveata o e e & 8e Sas@ese Lemes susees sees 3
Hoapltal Inanactions s ieees sioins e veesio o viaseeseive st susveas saee B0
School, Inspectlons i ciiss vuses sssss isnssis vaassiasaeisisass snnanes ssaa LOT
Church InsSpectionS.ieeeiienerectenessesasansssesssassasnsssssasssssssas 8
Garage INSPOCLYONS e swwims evees seresa e sewen e se semes s e Ko es vesis (1
Gasoline & 01X Bulk Plant ThnsDectlonSeess swaws seeevas aaess obsuinissnes L3
Gasoline & Fuel Tank Installation & InspectlonS......eeevveevvseenssaas 53
Palnt Spray Booth Inspectlons, .iississvsins ssessssssiss vassvievsessinns 12
Motel InSDECLIONS . o «amime siomms pon s emmm sensiese @ee e memn e em paine s w0 8 B 8
Fire Escape Inspections......... ) 310 3 AN e WO e SR A e O
Service Station INSPactIonBc. . es ciessvsis seieveevenes seveies seves voss B9
Miscellaneous InSpectlonSiaei svea esweses seieannsesus saiesee iesis saie 99

TOT&I.'I"..l.ll..lIIIIIIII..llIll.llll.'lIl.ll'll'l.lllllll..l.ll..l.ll..uozé
FIRE DEPARTMENT INSPECTIONS

1st Battalion 2nd Battalion 3rd Battalion TOTAL
374 371 437 1182

CONDITIONS REFERRED TO OTHER DEPARTMENTS
Bullding DepPaTtment e ivivn oo slaraen suee avsamele 5 es dauve wnweas o
Blectrical Department.cvecncossesesassanss sannesasesenssssesnssssesses I
Plumbing: Dapartment, cue s euemn sownsaniaeans saaa-s oanasn s e meee ceavee 39
Sanltaxy DePATEMent. uan e susws wrei sn saess prsEs semeree s cvees ssevee b
PS5l Tae. DEpartment v sanes viess ouseeeswails s veieRnesieies disas veseas 0
POl ce: COURLs o wnives satnla Keisieie dalani iy eausa weliei Leien b ueie e Sasme sanees i 5
Juyinile DePartment: sieis vssss svseie s Dessl vne s ive s deneass seonne caevi e 2

NOTICES SERVED
Omem to comply.l.ll.I-l..ll'.II.'l‘.tl..!'.l.llll.l..‘l.}‘.lll‘ll-l. 183
Compliance with Corrections Ordered.....c.oeeessssssssssssassssansnseass 178

BUHNING IERMITS ISSUED.-l.illtl‘.l.l.dll..II.l!ll.l..l.l.l.l.lll.lll..ll...lzzg

-8-
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CONDITIONS INVESTIGATED Orders Written Complied

Improper handling of waste material.......ceveveesveenes 9 12
Combustibles to close to heat SOUXCE...vvevrrerrrennerns 1 1
Extinguishers outdated.. s vesss swweaes seues eices seees 119 117
Flanmable 11quids vIQLALIONS. sevie senaensoowieiossic swies L0 29
Flammeble Aacoratlons. .« svisss sdveis avassessnieasassiaess 0 1,
New extinguishers needed....ciccsvsessocransssssnsoesoses U5 46
Fire escapes in need of repair.ieseveeesirsssesonnssensns 0 2
Storage blocking SPrINKIerees coesiu voesuns seaen sosan vsses 3 3
Metal can TOr TAZS. casnw cosiin svesisesasissn SRS e e R 4
Cut weeds around bOildIng....seeesasiesin osissessssssines 2 2
Improper washing vat.seiveeeonns BN b SR SR B e B 0 1
Plaster off celling in place of businessS.c.seeeeveencsis 3 3
Hallways obstructedissvesseeesseasrnsnsonnnsnnernnnonans 74 8
Exit door out of order o lockede.eessees veieisesaees ses LD 14
Exit blocked or not properly marked.....eeoesesvinnessss 13 19
Flre door out of OXAeNew s seiies dawils saineis alsinnsiaeadivsh sin @ 2
Exit lights out or not properly marked......eeeeeseeeess 7L 75
Over fusing in electrical panel......eeveveeovncssnesssee 16 17
Improper venting of heating equipment.....ievevevvnnsens 1 8 |
Excessive grease In KltcheNeiasssan veaaseoeanie arias soi 2 2
Inproper ‘alectileal WAPINR o vv e sesien sonannnsesee dunas sy OF 71
Alarm aystems out of OXAeT e sviasas s sages von & 4
Improper alarm or Sprinklericisssccsnessnsossnessesasnss 1 i)

ADDITIONAL ACTIVITIES OF THE BUREAU

Conducted 17 investligations of fires; 17 causes established.

Supervised location and lnstallation of underground tanks 33 times.
Distributed Fire Prevention Posters to business places.

Attended school given by City Electrical, Plumbing & Building Inspectors.
Attended meeting gilven by the International Fire Service.

All City buildings were inspected.

The Bureau sent two members to Inspectors Conference at Rock Island, Illinois.
The Bureau sent two members ti the Inspectors Conference in Des Moines.

The Bureau attend school given on Sky Watch by Civil Defense.

The Bureau attended class given on Radiology given by Civil Defense.

The Bureau attended class given on Defensive Driving by the City.

The Bureau attended class on Arson assoclated with types of People

given by Mental Health.

The Bureau held safety talks and showed films for Nursing Homes, Hospitals,
NIACC and Schools,

The Bureau attended school given by the State Fire Marshal's Office.

The Bureau held Safety Baby Sitting classes given for the Red Cross.

The Bureau distributed over 200 Calenders to business places.

The Bureau sent one member to Fire School for 3 days.

Worked with Sheriff's Department on a drowning.

Held fire drills for the Senior Citizens.

Sent one man to Arson School at the Police Academy in Des Moines for 2 weeks.
Placed fire extinguishers in 10 business places,

Held Fire Drills at all schools.

Held f'ire Preventlon programs in all schools.

Checked buleprints for new construction in the City.

/3/ Thomas 0., Madden .

Thomas 0. Madden, Chief
Fire Preventlion Bureau

=0ia
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FIRE OPERATING REPORT FFOR YEAR 1978

TOWNSHIP
ANALSIS OF ALARMS RECEIVED IN CITY MUTUAL AID
VOEDRLY Vs s vioaais scamals ynaiois praalile HasEs +BH0m a0 o' 5 0
Dispatehel. cuiine saivine smmns sinass sosnsnoyseassse b 11
Automatic Fire AlarM....veeveornnneronnanenss 94 0
Radio..eenvvnenennns o SORATE EONAINE VNN S 2 24 L
TOTAL ALARMS RESPONDED TO IN 19?8 577 15
False -ATaTME yiwaie smaniiie & 0066 satend 68660 %5 6 24 ) 0
Alarms recelved in AiMicsssaissoaonnnsas 225 4
Alarms recelved Iin P.Miciiiiiernnnennnnns 352 11
Miles traveled to flre.ssiiisssisosesssssesns 1189.6 220.6
Hours worked at fires......iveevvsnenneseeees 313135 18
Number of Firefighters responding to alarms.. 3767 67
Number of pumps operated for booster......... 136
Number of times pump operated for hose lines, 27 2
Portable pump operated....eovsevserann T 0 0
5" hose used (feetg.......................... 0 0
3" hose used (feet).iverveeeersrernreerearsess 4100 0
23" hose used éfeetg......................... 1220 50
12" hose used (Peet)i.usewes sowas vayanessis .. 4780 500
Booster hose used (feet)eeesrieerrrresnnneses 23400 810
Booster tank used (gallonS)e.eveeeernensnsss 513?0 1900
5 1b dry powder used......................... 0
Hand pumps used (gallonS)..seeesereoessaosses 925 0
10 1b dry powder extinguisher used........... 0 0
20 1b dry powder extinguisher used........... 12 0
Laddexrs used (feet)ises ivievesnsossisossassess 459 91
Hydrant used.s.esessesssssnssosenssasssssnsnas 15 0
Scott Alr Pak masks used - 15 minute.....e0.0 0 0
Scott Alr Pak masks used - 30 minute......... 59 0
E&J Resuscitator and inhalator used...... o0 9 0
Light Generator used.......... R A e . 16 0
250 WatEk 1ight u88duu s avnes vones ydaneves 6 0
500 Watt light usedaiu: vasaniisisis ssasoinios s 1 0
Smoke ejector USEd..visvvrsrenrssnnsncnsnnna 61 0
PAres @0k, 01 BELIVAL ¢ v eie smwies sionaims smswin v 28 5 8
TYPE OF BUILDING INVOLVED IN FIRE
Relrifoiced cONCTOte v uiva e viuiile sjajaiais s/ ajeis o's aieie 7 0
Brick & Stoneiisanes saues sumei SQaan vaLen v ne 17 0
Ironclad,...cs s savea R Shuwdid SEals N R 3 1
Pramessseeesonns T O 50 3
GoncTete’ PYOOK« veies vareie sissiive o soete seierels 5w s 1 0
Other than bullding fires...... R SRR i iy 55 7
In Automobiles and Trucks, etC.ivuivieivieensins 53 L
Moblle homes...cveuuuen Gls TR ER T e % G 1 0
EXTENT OF FIRES
Confined to:
Point of oXigIn.c.ovosie vomes sonsss sesems 165 1L
Room of origin..... 88 RN T eria) tn amuite  uian e e . 11 0
Flogt 6f DI INvene severas soveres eaaais sieverss 0 0
Bullding....... DWER COTEE SR TR S 12 L
Extended to adgoining BIIAINg orvnn swivisis s e 0 0
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TOTAL VALUES

Buildings
Contents.

VALUATION & LOSSES

lll!llIlllll.llll!llllIOI.ll.l‘.“.'l........lll$ 51’318'000.00
e o Ak T o S S SRS S e vae DL BHIS G0

Total of all property involved in fire.......eeveeseeesss 56,341,805.00
TOTAL INSURANCE

Buildings
Contents.

COESE ST R SR EEE SRV CeR s e s veaes e #95015,825,00
I I I I T N SR I I T I R BN IR B I I BN R I B ] 4.49?!265-00

Total of all property involved in fire......vveveveeseses  53,513,090.00
TOTAL INSURANCE LOSS

Builldings
Contents.

‘l’llll.lll’.llllIl‘lIIl.lllllﬂlllll.lll!.ll'lll$ 113,404.00
LR A R A R I I R I O L O B B B L T S I B R I I I I 48.385[00

Total insured loss for 1978........... S e . NPT E - 161,789.00
TOTAL INSURED AND UNINSURED LOSS

Builldlings
Contents.

e et enreneineeseaseseineesenssnenssnsnssesansnssd  128,004.00
e . O, 49,938,00

Total insured and uninsured loss for L9785 e sasan wweine aeis 177,942.00
COMPARISON OF LOSSES

Loss Tor year 1977 eessssasenassose b e S S 710,022.00
1,088 TOF Year 1978wy vasiai waverst- & el oimsemiai sioslns o nre me o 177,942.00

AMOUNT OF LOSS

PER FIRE NUMBER

None.....
Less than
Less than
Less than
Less than
Less than
Less than

L I I I I I I I I O O B 105

:55-00..0otoallooo-o-.oaoloolcv.-llollt‘llonlclc 0
$100,004 0 ceusensennenns SRR ES T 30
$500.000 00 s vnsennenns iy 29
$1,000000 0. 4 eensernssnrennsarosnssnssnasnacnans 5
B OB o covivin simasi Ve S SR S SEs SRS 12
S0, 000006 i0icn sig e sramoaals siesns o8piei s@EeHHE s 2

Over $10,000.00-.¢o--c---o--o-ao.:--.------oo.oc-a--ao.ao 5

CAUSES OF FIRES 1978

CAUSES OF BUILDING FIRES NUMBER

Arson....

Burning leaves-Fiberboard. ceuee vonmsne seess ensee vnesanssesessss

Candle-Ch
Cutting t
Cutting t
Cigarrett
Deep fat
Cigarette

Electric burnerqplastic.‘OQl!C".llllI..Ilt‘....llltl...ll.l..i

Electric
Electric
Electric
Electric
Electric

Explosion,..

Electric
Electric
Gas burne
Faulty fi
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CAUSES OF FIRE 1978

CAUSES OF BUILDING FIRES (CONTINUED) NUMBER
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CAUSES OF FIRES 1978

CAUSES OF AUTO FIRES NUMBER
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TYPES OF PROPERTY INVOLVED IN FIRES 1978
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EMERGENCY, FIRST AID & DEATH CALLS

Jan 261 On arrival found Herman McDougle, age 82, unconcious. Administered
CPR with no responce. Pronounced dead at scene.

Jan 28: Dwight Kleven, age 31, found unconcious with Snell's in attendance.
Assisted with CPR & Resuscitator for 5 minutes until victim breathing on his own.

Feb 20: Jetta Crago, age 78, found DOA. Nothing used.

Mar 3¢ Yota Rish, age 46, complaing of chest & arms pains. Stood by till
arrival of ambulance. Nothling used.

Jan 21t Arthur Riha, age 65, found unconcious on floor being worked on by Snell's
and nurse. Assisted with resuscitator, asperator & inhalator. Pronounced dead.

Apr 7¢ David Julsen, age 10 months, was taken from burning building and taken
to Mercy hospital by Mother and treated for smoke inhalation.

Apr 251 Shirley Peck, age 47, found on bathroom floor belng administered mouth
to mouth by 2 police officers. Department took over and continued CPR until
arrival of Snell's. Pronounced DOA at hospital.

Apr 29: Dennis Haberkorn, age 20, found trapped in auto. Assisted police &
Snell's in removing him, Transported to hospital by Snell's.

Jun 61 Phillip Morris, age 43, found consclous and had had an epileptic attack
and fallen off bar stool. Nothing used. Taken to hospital by Snell's.

Jun 14: Jerry Van Note, age 42, found being attended by physician on arrival.
Nothing used.

Jun 20: Clifford Davis, age 69, found conscious having trouble breathing. Used
B&J inhalator for about 10 minutes. Refused further treatment or assistance.

Jun 23t Thomas Shay, age 21, had been extricated from dirt pile and on way to
hospital on arrival. Nothing used.

Jul 19: David Hansen, age 19, found drowned at Portland cement pits by Dept.
divers., Taken to morgue by Snell's.

Jul 20: Carrie Roberts, age 81, found unconcious on bedroom floor. Administered
CPR & B&J resuscitator for about 10 minutes. Pronounced dead by Snells.

Aug 16t Kimberly Snook, age 17, found on street having trouble breathing. Used
&J inhalator for about 1 minute until Snell's arrived and took her to Mercy.

Aug 18: Mrs Alfred Oliver, age 93, found in living room having trouble breath-
ing. Used E&J inhalator and continued in ambulance until arrival at hospital.

Sen 2: Anthony Ruilz, age 18, found laying beside vehicle after collision.
Nothing used.

Sep 41 Fred Fox, age 16, found having difficulty breathing at scene of fire.
E&J inhalator used for about 10 minutes. Taken to Mercy by Snell's.

Sep 15¢ Dav Clausen, age 18, thrown from motorcyle after collision. Nothing used.

Sep 20: Donald Krantz, age 71, found conscious, apparent overdose of prescription
drugs. Nothing used. Taken to Mercy by Snell's.

Oct 29: Clyde VWatson found breathing on floor of church., Used E&J inhalator
until arrival of Snell's who took him to Mercy.

Oct 30: John Diaz, age 20, found with cuts & bruises after auto accident.
Covered with blanket and treated for shock. Taken to hospital by Snell's.
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EMERGENCY, FIRST AID & DEATH CALLS

Nov 19: Jess Sloan, age 77, found consclous having difficulty breathing. Used
I&J inhalator of 20 minutes until Snell's arrived and took him to hospital.

Dec 31l: Kenneth Lux, age 74, found DOA. Nothing used.

SCHOOL AND DRILL 1978

During the year 1978, a total of 8,420 man hours of supervised school and drill
time were held for the fire fighting force. These covered a variety of subjects,
as follows:

1. Forcible entry 10. Streets, hydrants & rules

2. Ladder practices 11. Use of smoke masks

3. Salvage overhaul 12. Drills - tower & hose

L, Fire streams 13. Driving practice

5. Fire apparatus 14, Pump drill-draft & hydrants

6. Hose practices 15. Tactical problems

7. Ventilation 16. Company inspection & review

8. First aid & rescue 17. General study. Optional to

9. Knots, tools & equipment Comapny Officers

REPORT OF FIRE ALARM OFFICE - 1978
ALARMS RECEIVED PER DAY AND MONTH
MONTH SUN  MON  TUE  MED  THU . FRI  SAT TOTAL
Jan ? D 3 0 6 7 35
Feb 6 3 9 3 6 3 9 39
Mar 9 7 7 9 4 8 8 52
Apr 9 7 6 6 8 3 12 51
May 5 10 3 L 7 7 b 4o
Jun L 8 8 11 8 9 v 55
Jul 7 L 3 13 12 6 3 48
Aug L 6 6 10 5 9 7 L7
Sep ? i | 9 9 4 12 6 58
Oct 8 10 10 2 9 Vi 10 56
Nov 7 2 8 10 z 9 2 45
Dec 8 1
rows B 7 @ B T B o 7
ALARMS RECEIVED FOR EACH 8-HOUR PERIOD
8:00 AM L4L:00 PM MIDNIGHT

MONTH to 43100 PM to MIDNIGHT to 8:00 AM TOTAL FIRE LOSS
Jan 14 13 8 35 $ 9,188.00
Feb 11 22 6 39 32,971.00
Mar 29 17 6 52 21,950.00
Apr 18 23 10 51 820.00
May 16 20 L 40 71,520.00
Jun 20 19 16 55 3,810.00
Jul 13 27 8 L8 2,733.00
Aug 19 18 10 47 16,004.00
Sep 27 16 15 58 6,335.00
Oct 27 22 7 56 1,490.00
Nov 18 14 13 L5 4,479,00
Dec 22 18 18 51 6,642.00
TOTAL 23 229 112 577 $177,942.00
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REPORT OF FIRE ALARM OFFICE - 1978 (CON'T)

ALARMS RECEIVED BY HOUR

MORNING HOURS NUMBER AFTERNOON & EVENING HOURS NUMBER
12:00 (Midnight) - 12:59 25 12100 (Noon) - 12159 29
1:00 - 1:59 22 1100 - 1159 25
2:00 - 2159 12 2100 - 2159 37
3:00 - 3:59 13 3:00 - 3159 24
4:00 - 4359 13 L:00 - 4:59 : 34
5:00 - 5159 7 5100 = 5359 32
6:00 - 6159 10 6:00 - 6159 30
7:00 - 7:59 Al 7:00 - 7:59 43
8100 - 8159 16 8:00 - 8159 19
9:00 - 9159 22 9100 - 9159 20
10:00 - 10:59 35 10:00 - 10:59 39
11:00 - 11:59 39 11:00 - 11:59 22
TOTAL MORNING ALARMS 225 TOTAL AFTERNOON ALARMS 352

TOTAL ALARMS IN CITY AND TOWNSHIP 577

MUTUAL AID ALARMS

Assistance to Rockwell Fire Department
Assistance to Nora Springs Fire Department
Assistance to Clear Lake Fire Department
Assistance to Plymouth Fire Department

- )

— T T
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Assistance
Assistance

to
to

Manly Fire Department

Worth

County

TOTAL OUT OF CITY ALARMS
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NATIONAL FIRE PROTECTION ASSOCIATION

ANNUAL FIRE SURVEY
1978
ALL ALARMS AND FIRES

ITEM TYPE OF INCIDENT NUMBER " ESTIMATED LOSS
1, Fires in huildings 80 $164,127,00
2. Fires in motor vehicles 55 11,725.00
e Fires in rubbish, brush 25 None
L, Other outdoor fires 38 2,090.00
5 TOTAL ITEMS 1-4 188 177,942.00
6. Malicious flase alarms 24 None
Do All other alarms 365 None
8. TOTAL ITEMS 5-7 577 177,492.00
9. Fires in Christmas trees & decorations 0 None

10. FIRE CASUALTIES FIREMEN OTHERS

Killed 0 0
Injured 1 7
BREAKDOWN OF FIRES IN BUILDINGS

ITEM OCCUPANCY NUMBER LOSS
11 Apartments 7 $20,f+35 .00
12, Dwellings 33 33,270.00
13. Hotels & Motels 1 None
14. Other residential 8 3,190.00
154 Institutions 1 None
16. Schools & Colleges 1 60.00
L7 Public assembly 2 200.00
18, Stores, offices and other commercial 15 82,834.00
£ Manufacturing 8 18,998.00
20. Storage L 5,000,00
21, Mobile homes 2 140.00
22, Miscellaneous 0 None

CITY POPULATION 1974 CENSUS: 31,839
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TREND OF FIRE LOSSES, 1969 to 1978

AMOUNT OF
NUMBER NUMBER  PROPERTY
YEAR OF ALARMS OF ALARMS THREATENED
1969 370 187 $13,472,603.00
1970 421 201 20, 512,386.00
1971 401 198 30,182,782.00
1972 438 232 20,244,101.00
1973 458 254 43, 506,466.00
1974 570 284 62,650, 549.00
1975 504 241 10,331,916.00
1976 559 289 22,386,089,00
1977 637 2u7 23,860,104,00
1978 637 247 56,341,805.00
TEN-YEAR
AVERAGE
Lok 232 $30,348,880.00

e e b e e e e b e ke e e e ke e e A L

TEN YEAR AVERAGCE

AMOUNT OF
INSURANCE AMOUNT OF AMOUNT OF FIRE LOSS AVERAGE LOSS
ON PROPERTY INSURANCE LOSS FIRE LOS3 PER CAPITA PER FIRE
$11,487,120.00 3$415,153.00 $763,799.00 $24.87 $4,084 .49
19,994,971.00  140,749.00 146,413.00 4,81 728.42
27,622,444.,00 108,842.00 141,873.00 4.65 716.52
17,520,730.00 147,472.00 156,226.00 4,89 673.39
37,538,070.00 286,519.00 4l 5,206.00 13.98 1,752.78
61,156,828.00 530,307.00 879,298.00 27.61 3,096.05
8,391,995.00 107,646.00 153,314.00 4,82 636.20
17,908,139.00 314,521.00 338,127.00 10.62 1,169.95
22,638,177.00 700,853.00 710,853.00 22.30 2,874.58
53,513,090.00 161,789.00 177,942.00 5.59 L6, 56
$27,777,156.00 $291,385.00 $391,222.00 $12.41 $1,667.89
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I wish

CONCLUSION

to express my sincere thanks toi

The Mayor and City Council for their support and cooperation in the
operation of the Fire Department.

Members of the Civil Service Commission, the Board of Trustees of the
Fire Retirement System, and to all Department Heads within the City.

Members of the various inspection departments within the City for their
cooperation and assistance given to the members of the Fire Prevention
Bureau.

The Citizens of the City of Mason City for fine cooperation with the
Fire Prevention Bureau and Inspectors of the Flre Department.

The Globe Gazette and radio and television station for the liberal
space and time given to the true and accurate reporting of all fires.

Members of the Mason City Police Department for excellent cooperation.

Each and every member of the Mason City Fire Department for promptness
and efficlency in the performance of thelr duties.

Sincerely,

) X

(::;Jo n H., Holt, Chief
Mason City Fire Department
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