ANNUAL REPORT
MASON CITY FIRE DEPARTMENT
YEAR ENDING DECEMBER 31, 1980



January, 1981

The Honorable Kenneth E, Kew, Mayor
City Hall
Mason City, lowa

Dear Mayor Kews

I have the honor to submit to you herewith the ANNUAL REPORT of the Mason City
Fire Department for the year ending December 31, 1980, This is my First and
the Seventy First annual report of the Fire Department.

This report will show in detail the record of operations, alarms, valuation,
insurance, and losses on fires which the Department responded to during the
year, The information contained herein is almost entirely compiled within the
corporate limits of the City and Township alarms except for dollar figures

which are based on City valuations and losses only, HMutual aid calls will
appear occasionally in this report.

I feel that in view of current property valuations and the rising cost of re-
pair and replacement that 1980 was a good year for fire protection in the City.
I attribute this to the ever increasing emphasis on fire safety and safety in-
spections conducted by the Fire Prevention Bureau and the increasing efficiency
of all Fire Fighters thru training and use of modern equipment as well as a
better understanding and cooperation from the general public,

If you wish additional information pertaining to the Department, it will be
supplied to you upon request.

All insured losses herein are the ad justed losses received from the insurance
ad justers whenever possible.

Respectfully submitted,

o Vlon Ko

Ron Van Horn, Chilef
Mason City Fire Department
llason City, Iowa
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PERSONNEL
Mason City Fire Department
Year Ending December 31, 1980

Chief of the DepartmenNticscccscesnsscsccsssssosnsnsssscs
Assistant Chiefcisessscssssenssesssessnsassssssssnssnnss
Chief of Fire Prevention BureauU...ssccesssssscsssscssces
Captain of the Departmenticeessecscscssssssoscsenssssss
Inspectors of the Burealsssssssssassssssssssssasnsnnnas
Lieutenant of the Departiiéntieeesceccssessessnssasesusses

Fim F‘ighter Fimt CIaSSII..I.'.l....'..'..'ll.l'l.ll.. 26

oW W M

Probationary Fire Fighter.ooooll.ot-oo.!voou-lntoo.-.o- 1
Total personnel, all gradeSsesesscsss 42
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Ron Van Horm

Chief of Department

FIRE DEPARTMENT ORGANIZATION -~ 1980

KENNETH E. KEW, MAYOR

COUNCIL PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE

Larry Jarvil, Chairman
Kenneth Shadle
Stanley Romans

Gerald M. Tatum
Assistanb Chief
& Drillmaster

Charles F, Swanson

The Department

Engine Co. No,.
Engine Co. No.
Engine Co. No.

FIRST BATTALION

Robert H. Arndt

Fire Department Inspectors
has three Battalions, each composed ofs

1 Engine Co, No. 4
2 Engine Co., No. 5
3 Aero Chief

BATTALION PERSONNEL
SECOND BATTALION

Captain
Lieutenants

Fire
Fighters

George Pierson
Dan Allen
Richard Walsh
James Hickey
Joel Chase
Lyle Battleson

Thomas 0. Madden

Chief of Fire Prevention

Bureau

Robert P, Lofing

Aerial Co,
Squad No. 1
Emergency Unit

THIRD BATTALION

Dwaine lcDougle
James Johnson
Donald Wedmore
Ralph Luecht
Larry Harrington
Spencer lleaver

Roger Poohl James Koch
Larry Kuhl Fred Lehmann
Claude Funk Robert Allen

William Trask
Randy Wedmore
Alan Alman

Reggie Wilson
Robert Skellenger
Raymond Wood

Richard Blunt
Harold Marsh
Dennis Scott
David Balek
Kenneth Christensen
lMax Hubbard
Albert Dietz
Allten Myklestad
Kurt Morud

James Borger
Kenneth Lincicum
Mark Christiansen
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NAME AND RANK
CHIEF

Ron Van Horn

ASSISTANT CHIEF

Gerald M, Tatum

CHIEF OF FIRE PREVENTION BUREAU

Thomas 0. Madden
CAPTAINS

Richard R. Blunt

Dwaine McDougle
George R, Plerson

INSFECTORS

Charles F. Swanson

Robert H, Arndt
Robert P, Lofing

LIEUTENANTS

Dan N, Allen

Harold R. Marsh
Richard M, Walsh
James E, Johnson
Donald E. Wedmore
Dennis 0. Scott

FIRE FIGHTER FIRST CILASS

Ralph R. Luecht
James J. Hickey

N, Joel Chase

Lyle J. Battleson
Larry P, Harrington
Roger J. Poohl
David C, Balek

Spencer M. Weaver

Larry L. Kuhl

James J. Koch
Kenneth A, Christensen
Fredrick J. Lehmann
Max K. Hubbard
Claude L, Funk
William L, Trask
Randy C. Wedmore
Robert J. Allen
Albert B, Dietz
Allen J. Myklestad
Kurt W, Morud

Reggie Wilson

Robert Skellenger
James Borger
Kenneth K., Lincicum
Alan S, Alman

Mark A. Christiansen

PROBATIONARY FIRE FIGHTER

Raymond E. Wood

DATE PROMOTED
APPOINTED TO RANK YRS MO
Jul 18, 46 Jun 2, 80 24 11
Aug 16, 64 Jul 1, 80 16 L
Jan 1, 56 Jul 10, 7?8 25 0
Mar 20, 48 Feb 26, 69 31 9
Jul 19, 46 Oct 5, 74 34 9
Nov 16, 62 Sep 4, 75 18 1
Nov 1, 54 Apr 9, 74 26 2
Jun 1, 63 May 5, 77 16 7
Apr 1, 59 Nov 24, 78 21 9
Nov 19, 46 Feb 26, 69 34 1
Oct 23, 53 Aug 16, 60 27 2
Jan 7, 63 Jul 1, 70 17 11
Aug 16, 60 Oct 5, 74 20 L
Mar 16, 57 Nov 24, 78 23 9
Sep 16, 65 Jul 1, 80 15 3
Nov 1, 51 Nov 1, 53 29 2
Jun 16, 55 Jun 16, 57 25 6
Feb 5, 64 Feb 5, 66 16 10
Oct 16, 65 Oct 16, 67 14 2
Jun 1, 66 Jun 1, 68 14 7
-~ Aug 16, 66 Aug 16, 68 14 b
Mar 1, 67 Mar 1, 69 13 10
May 16, 68 May 16, 70 12 7
Apr 28, 70 Apr 28, 72 10 8
Jun 2, 70 Jun 2, 72 10 6
Aug 4, 70 Aug 4, 72 10 4
Aug 4, 70 Aug 4, 72 10 D
Oct 28, 70 Oct 28, 72 10 2
May 25, 71 May 25, 73 9 7
Oct 3, 72 Oct 3, 74 8 2
Feb 26, 73 Feb 26, 75 7 10
Feb 26, 73 Feb 26, 75 7 10
Feb 26, 73 Feb 26, 75 7 10
Feb 26: ?3 Feb 26. ?5 ? 10
Oct 1, 73 Oct 1, 75 7 2
Jun 3, 74 Jun 3, 76 6 6
Oct 8, 74 Oct 8, 76 6 2
Sep 5, 75 Sep 5,77 5 3
May 9, 77 May 9, 79 3 7
Jun 6, 78 Jun 6, 80 2 6
Dec 1, 78 Dec 1, 80 2 1
Aug 11, 80 [

11
12
15

o oo

12

24
15
15
15
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NAME

Alan S. Alman
Raymond E, Wood

PROMOTIONS & APPOINTHMENTS

DATE FORMER RANK
Jun 6, 80 F.F. Second Class
Aug 11, 80

Mark A, Christiansen Dec 1, 80

F,F. Second Class

MEMBERSHIP ON PENSION AND RETIREMENT

PROMOTED TO RANK

F.F, First Class
Probationary F.F.
F.FF, Pirst Class

MONTHLY GROSS
INCOME

DATE OF
PENSION OR RANK HELD AT TIME
RETIREMENT OF RETIREMENT NAME
Oct 1, 54 Widow of Fireman 1lst Cl Mrs, W, McGrath
Oct 27, 53 Widow of Fireman lst Cl Mrs, E, Fields
Oct 1, 54 Lieutenant M.,A. Lauen
Aug 1, 61 Fireman 1lst Cl F.0., Grelk
Nov 1, 63 Widow of Chief lirs. A.B. Arnold
Feb 1, 64 Fireman 1lst Cl L.M. Powers
Mar 2, 66 Fireman 1lst Cl J.J. Carroll
Feb 1, 67 Sup Fire Prev Bureau H.E. Schurtz
Feb 1, 69 Captain J.K. Cunningham
Apr 18, 69 Fireman lst Cl L.E, Gardinier
Feb 1, 70 Fireman 1lst Cl A,B, Hesse
Apr 1, 70 Chief C.J. Pierce
Jun 1, 70 Lieutenant E.J. Fritez
Jun 1, 70 Fireman 1st Cl L.A, Arnold
Jun 15, 70 Fireman 1lst Cl L.H. Moore
Aug 1, 70 Lieutenant Frank Hesse
May 1, 71 Fireman lst Cl M.M. Dosen
Oct 1, 72 Fireman lst Cl D.J. Reardon
Feb 11, 73 Fireman lst Cl W.M, Berry
Auvg 31, 73 Widow of Fireman 1lst Cl Mrs, W.H. Cunningham
Sep 21, 74 Captain Louis V. Rice
May 17, 75 Captain V.A, Lauer
Apr 12, 77 Lieutenant M.R. Gerdes
Jun 30, 78 Chief Fire Prev Bureau J.H. Bender
¥ay 2, 80 Chief J.H. Holt
RETIREMENTS
John H, Holt Chief HMay 2, 1980
RESIGNATION
None
_5..

$177.04
206,15
366,94
420,29
303.11
430,08
429,45
478,98
S47.33
399.84
378.85
666.63
390,20
387.02
515.62
536,46
362,33
422,01
396,29
L6k, 84
345,01
%7160
722,36
844 43
759.27
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FIRE APPARATUS & MOTOR CARS
December 31, 1980

NOTE: All apparatus and motor cars have 3-way
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Motorola radios except Grass Buggy

CAR NO, YEAR CYLINDERS MAKE TYPR
1 1978 8 Dodge Chiefs Car
2 1978 8 Dodge Fire Dept. Car
3 1973 8 Ford Fire Dept, Car
Engine #1 1957 6 FWD 750 GPM Cent. Pump
& booster
Engine #2 1962 6 FWD 1000 GPM Cent. Pump
& Booster
Engine #3 1956 12 Seagrave 750 GPM Cent. Pump
& Booster
Engine #4 1970 6 American 1000 GPM Cent. Pump
LaFrance & Booster
Engine #5 1978 8 Pierce 1500 GPM Cent, Pump
& Booster
Aero Chief 1972 8 American 1500 GPM Cent. Pump
LaFrance & Booster & 90°'
Elevated Platform
Aerial Co, 1950 12 Seagrave 750 GPM Pump & Booster
85' Aerial
Squad #1 1976 8 Dodge High Pressure Pump,
100 Gal Tank
Grass Buggy 1951 L Willis Jeep Emergency Unit
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ANNUAL REPORT OF THE FIRE FREVENTION BUREAU
YEAR ENDING DECEMBER 31, 1980

The Fire Prevention Bureau was organlzed on September 1, 1937, by action of the
City Council, On July 17, 1978, Thomas O, lMadden was appointed Chief of the
Bureau, having served as Inspector since July 1, 1970. The Bureau now consists
of three (3) Inspectors.

The Bureau made and supervised a total of 5994 inspectious during 1980, Special
effort was made during the holiday season to protect life and property in the
business district, and many hazards were removed and corrected as a result of
the work of the Bureau., A year-round program of Fire Prevention was conducted,
with special empahsis during Fire Prevention Week., Investigations were made of
false alarms and fires of undetermined or mysterious origin.

BUREAU ACTIVITIES
Regular Inspections.....o...-.......-..........q-.-.-...eu-..-....-..5270
Re-IanectOﬂs--o------.-.-onloa.ln.ao.no-o-a-o.-an.-a--.-at---.a-oo-o 469
Special Inspectionsa-............-.-...o.i......-oo...-o...-aa---.... 255

TUI‘AL....lll......I'.....l........l......l...l.l'..‘ll.'.ﬂl.ll.llll.'ll.'.Sg%

Commercial Building InSPeOtiOHS..............-o--....-.o---o-.-o.o...h466
IndHStrial InsmCtions..............'.'1-..C‘.‘......-...‘-..l-.'.... 39
Warehouse InSPectioﬂS'aolnnl.lon..nlanollloa.noolo.-alilll.olotloilt. ?u
Apartment Inspections....................-.....-....-................ 23“
Nursing Home Inspections.--------o--n....-...-...........--o-.o.oooo. 25
Theater Inspections............-....-.-.-....-..-...--ao.-...-....... 6
Hospital Inswctions..............'..............l..ll...........'.l. 13
School InSpeCtiOﬂSooocollooiaooonl-oanoc--oonnou-a-aa---noln.-n.oo.-. 88
Church Inspections................-..-.--.......a-....-............-- 32
Garage Insmctions...........--'...l............l..........'...'..... ?2
Gasoline & 0il Bulk Plant Inspections...-..............-............. Ly
Gasoline & Fuel Tank Installalon & InspectionSssesecsessaersessnconss 16
Faint Spray Booth Inspectionstoolaa.n.lll.--ann.loanlt.lnl.l.nlonaaun 9
Motel Inspections.....--...-......-.-...................-....-......- 9
Fire Escam Insmctions.l.....'...'.....I..."-'..l'.'.l.'..........l &
Service Statlon InspectlonSsssesssisssssessssetessssossisesnisssnsons 42
Miscellaneous InspectionSeseesscscssssssscsosssssssssssesscsnsscessnnss ?61

TUI'AL...Ilillll..l..ll'lll.l.lll..Ill'l.l.l'.'.l'...l..lDl'...llll..l.‘.l.599h

FIRE DEPARTHMENT INSPECTIONS
lst BATTALION 2nd BATTALION 3rd BATTALION TOTAL

236 330 262 828
CONDITIONS REFERRED TO OTHER DEPARTMENTS
Blli]-dirlg Department.‘.'..."....'.......l......'.........'....'.....' 106
Electrical Department--..-.....................-.......-..........--- uj
Plumbing Department.......-......--..-.-....-o..--...--...-...-...... 36
Sa‘nitanr Department.-.'...I'..l""'..'.l-'..-'..ll............'..... 10
Police Departmentv e sosesonresaessnvssewrssvessaasssissvesssveioesssss 1
Police COUTLsnusoanosstoesuoes sesaisssoisidsnaossisentanesenesessssen 3

Juvinile Department.........---.o...-.--...--.-..................-..-

NOTICES SERVED

Orﬂers to comply.....'...."........‘..'.‘..'..'..l..............‘..' l&;‘
Compliance with Corrections Ordered......-.......-.---.-...--..-a.... 180

BURNIm mRI']ITS ISSLJED-.".-l..l.l..'.lI.l'lll....l........l...l..ll.l...illmo

o,
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CONDITIONS INVESTIGATED Ordexs Written

Improper lmuillng of waste materia.l--....oo.c.-....-...
Combustibles to close to heat SOUrCEscssevsssnvavsnsces
Extinglliﬁh\f-f? -.‘Ju"i:cia.ted.....-...............-“.n..-....
Flammable ltquidﬁ violatlonSeesesessssscsssnsesscnsnsnsne
New extinguishers neededessessscssssnssasasssvsssnsenes
Flre escape in need of repalresesecssscsssccssssscsnnss
lletal can for TS esssssssvnoensecnresdtosinoneacacecnnenc
Cut weeds around building.u.-uu-....“-.u-...“....
Plaster off ceiling in place of businesS.sssssscsssssns
Hall"ays obstructedscsssssesossvsasssassncsnevssnnsncsns
Exit door out of order or lockedesssssnsssssasssnsssess
Exit blocked or not Properly mArkedesssassancesessesncs
Fire door out of Ordereisesesssssonssssssesssssssonsssas
Exit lights out or not properly markedeseesscsscsssesss
Overfusing in electrical panel.ssssesssssesssanssasnasae
Improper venting of heating equipment.sscescsscasssance
Improper electrical Wiringeeeseocesncescsscnssccsncnnne

MISGELMNEOUS COImITIOIJS'.......l.l.lllll.lll.l!..ll....ll.-
ADDITIONAL ACTIVITIES COF THE BUREAU

Conducted 27 investigations of fires; 27 causes established.
The Bureau supervised the locations & installations of underground tanks,

The Bureau sent two members to Inspectors Conference at Rock Island and one
member to Inspectors Conference at Des Moines,

The
The
The
The
The
The
The
The
The
The

Bureau held fire drills for all schools,

Bureau distributed over 200 calenders to commercial places,

Bureau assisted in drownings.

Bureau placed new fire extinguishers in several new businesses,
Bureau checked blueprints for new construction in the City.

Bureau inspected all the City buildings.

Bureaun attended Hazardous laterials classes,

Bureau sent one member tc Arson School in Des lMoines.
Bureau assisted in disaster drills at the hospitals,

Bureau assisted in fire security for the people campalgning for the

Presidency of the United States.

Bureau sent one member to a Rules & Procedure class for future inspectors
grade criteria,

The Bureau helped distribute lM.D. cannisters.
The Bureau assisted in the Band Festival.

The

The Bureau
The Bureau
The Bureau

The Bureau held talks with Day Care Centers.

/s/ Thomas 0, Madden

22
20
79
41
76

@ )
MOV EFNEFEFINWN

0

-

attended a film on drowning given by the Lake Patrol.
started and is attending all the EMI' & A classes gliven by NIACC.
sent one member to the Safety Meetings at City Hall,

Thomas 0. Madden, Chief

Fire Prevention Bureau

-8~

Complied

18
18
71
L0
66
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FIRE OPERATING REPORT FOR YEAR 1980
ANALYSIS OF ALARIS RECEIVED

Verbally.l...I.IIII....l.Ill.llI.'l....I'..l.....'ll..'.‘...l!l.l.l

Disl)atcherlttllttﬂl HENEEEEN NN EEE BRI W Ao B AN OB B OO BB R OB

Automatic F‘ire Ala:m....'l..l.ll.!ll..l..l..la.l.oi.l!.l.l.."...n0

I{aod-iol...‘C.-....Il.lul.I..I.l...l'.I."I.......l...l'l.l...ll!"

TOTAL ALARMS HESPONDED TO IN 1980
False AlarmS.sscsessssssssnsnssatnssncssnsnessasssnssessssnascns
Alarms received in AaM-..tno.an.lllloD.llllc!.cu‘.!..ll.c-o.no
Alarms received in P.liscessesssssossssssssssnesssssaasssnnans
Miles traveled to I 1YCanesasssnsssnssssnnssnssssassesssssssssassnssnse
Hours worked at fireSsasevsssesscssssssesessossssssssasnnsasssnnsanc
Number of Fire Fighters responding to alarmS.ssssssosscsasssssesess
Number of pumps operated for booster.sesssesccsssssscssssscsssssccs
Number of pumps operated for hose lineS.isessssesssscssssescssssocnes
Por.tfa-ble Pump operatled‘........l.........‘......“I....."I".."..
5“ hose used (feet S U e IsLeNEBIE NN RO RBENRRIRRERADROREBANRERBAROND
3“ hose used (feet SesscessterssrrornreeraanstRIRERRIRIPCEOORROONS
1 hose used (feet R R N N I S ]
1“" hose used (feet P IS IEI I I RSN RS RN AR RN CREEBSNBRAERDPRRERERENT
Booster hose used (feeb)ssasssosssssivsassssassssvsnssnsnsasassnses
Booster tank used: (£allons)eesissecsrsriivsniinssrssisasmpsapssossinn
Hand pump used (gallOHS)o.a-t-tnoo.nnonooloonnanooac.-o-naltlnaoon-
10 1b. dry powder BB 6 0 0000000000 00000070 0000 e 007880080 8L 808 88 BT e 7 8 0 e
20 1b, dry Povder used.sssnsassssanessasnssesssasassaniasassnssnnne
mders llsed- (feet)'..."..'......'...'........'.."".".........'
Hydrants USEeassnnrnssssanassosasssanusnnnsssnasnassasnanantsnsnnnass
Scott Air Pak masks used - 30 minuteisiissciisiaininssem st nsie ub
E & J resuscitator usedassssesencssserssosoosssonsessssnssssssesssess
Light generator USEM s aieis s o nesseosseese esiiasiesessedasssessesees
500 Natt ligh‘t’ llsEdl................"....'.l.....................'
Smoke ejector USUd..o.-onolnnouunnnoul.caan|..n.oooncollalonnlon-|.
Fires out on arrivaleseescasnncesnsessnsssssanstsnssssnssnnsscnsas

TYPK OF BUILDING INVOLVED IN FIRE
Reinforced concrete.....I.l...lI.ll..Illl...-l...'llll...ll...l.‘l.
Brick&utonel.ll.llOl.....l"lIl...lI..I..l..ll.'.....‘l.ll'l.l...

Frame..llI.l..ll...ll.Il.l.l...lI'..lI..lll....‘..‘.....llll.l.ll.l

Other tha—n buildirlg fires'..l.....l........l.l....‘.l..l...........
In automobiles, trUCkS. €tCesavasosssvnnsssssnsssssnsesnssassossnsns

I'iobile }lomes..lll.‘I.l.'............'.l.l..l.l.....ll...llll..ll.l.

EXTENT OF FIRES

A RE]

Confined to:
Point of Origin.u--nol-o--nl-l-aoulllcouunn-un-aonunaonanoo-ol

Room of Originn..ll..lUl.nll.'l.i.l'lllil.l..ll..llll..ll..lll

Buildj—rlé—,_rl..ll.l.II.l.Ol.l....lll.........l.l..ll....'..'......

Extended to adjcinlng bulldingnanlllloolno.lon.ltlll..ioclo.lll.nal

8
587
99
21

12
274
L]

2478.8

ALL ALARNS

350345

4357
200
32

3
1300
1100
1950
9000
32200
37040

97.5
b

2

533
11
25
26

9
8
41
21

N
26
47
92
62
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VALUATION & LOSSES

TOTAL VALUES

Buildin&uol.=1I’-JDIllII.O.....Il...llllhl.tlnlnll‘lli'.l$25.u?9:u85l00
ContentS.iesessssssisnsssssnsscsnssssasnsssssssensensnnense 2;070|335|00
Total of all property involved in fire.sevssesssscvsassss 27,549,820,00

TOTAL INSURANCE

Buildingsnnq:qc-.no.-ol-latoonloocl.alsu-ooo.to...ol|n|ol$25|183’310000
contents'.'..I............-'...-...--I..‘..........'..... 2'057’335.00
Total of all property involved in fire..secesesesssssasss 27,240,645,.00

TOTAL INSURANCE LOSS

EUildingS.llltovtl.tll.l...lln.lllll....l.loootlﬁ.&lialh.$ 165'038O00
ContentS.iccessssosssss s sddsssinsssssessttssanes raessssns 96l850‘00
Total 1nsured 1055 for 1980..........an.c.-nnoc.n-a-ooa.o 261,889-00

TOTAL INSURED AND UNINSURED LOSS
Buil.dir]gs..!ll.Cllll.llll..tl.llllllll..l.l..l..ll.lll!.‘$ 190'?50.00
Contents.-...a.ll.l.llllllll.ll.l.lllllll.lll‘lltll.lllol 103.598l00
Total insured and uninsured loss for 1980,:cecseessssesscs 261,889,00

COMPARISON OF LOSSES

LOSS for Year 19?9.....lilllll.ll.lllll...ll.'l..l.ll.ll.$ 555’659000
LOSS fOr year 1980|l..lll.'ll..!l.lllltllltll..ll..ll.ll. 294.3&8.00

AMOUNT OF LOSS Mol FIRE NUMBER
None.................--.................................- 115
Less than $5.00l|ou¢|llo.l.o.onlllIon.l.tln.tnoll.ooaoo.. 0
I-ess tha.n $100.00..I‘l...........l..l.l..ll'lll.........‘ 5?
Less than $500.00.....oa.on.oanaao-.----ao-oonoo--oo-oo-a 35
Less than $l,000-00.n.no-oo-ocotntlon-oa-ce-a--o-oonoaocl 4
Less than $5'000.00..llll.ill..llll...lll.ll‘ll.l..tl.l.l 12
Less than $10.000.001-0ao--om-loo-.on-lno--o-noooccncc-o. 4
Qver $lo,000.00-.n.o.o-oontoot-ol--.-nalotnontonaoltn.loo 9

CAUSES OF FIRES 1980
CAUSES OF BUILDING FIRES NUMBER

ATSON5 e aaeae s v s oo oo 768 a0 a6 e e e aeiaee e eses ssEes
Backfire-lotor Ollsasiseswnenannesaonoaseeesscinesenasane
Burner heat-lnsul&tion.......-..................--....-.a
Charooul =WOOM 5765700 008876 §mst b0 80000016651 0101 91010208 08080/ 058:0: /8 €288
Cigarette—straw........-.............--.--.--.-...-....o-
Cigaretie~TagSecessvovinssasnssissssvsnissnasassasssasses
Cigarette—plywood..---..---..a-............-.........-..-
Cigarette-trash............-.............-.......---.....
cigarettfe-furniture.l'...l...--.'.-'.....................
Excess heat-liHEHno-cl-ou'colnnlo.lt.iltcuo..|100|.|oo.|o
Excess heat—lint......--.-...........-..................-
Excess heat-boo}{s--......“....."....'.".......-.‘.l...
Excess heat-TV SElssenrrarsnssraseeneai s sinaenseaessaesei
Excess heat-Gasoline.-....-...o-..-.............-...-...-
Electrical short—HOOd.......--.-......-.....-.........-..
Electrical 5h0rt~Plastic..-...-.................-...-...-
Electrical short- ENSULATYONS 55 06 50 61000 0000010 00000 7 0010 810 80881 850
Electrical short-Birds NeStecesanonsaasssassanssassssssss
Heat tape—InSUlationoollnoo--‘loo-lncooaoc-..unoolnnnll.l
Hot ember—wOOd.........----....-...............-...--.-..
Hot heater-Wood,sseersiisseinscesssasaessnieseasasisssasse
Hot p&n-GIEESE--.o.oao--l-.ocoaunn--nn-o-oo-to--loocuoonu
Hot pan-PopCOTNssscensssasssssssassssvesosssanssssnaassnss
Hot oven-Fow-.."".................ll.......'....'...'..

NHFERNHHENNFRFEFHFERFWHENNNNDHEERERFE®
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CAUSES OF FIRES 1980

CAUSES OF BUIILDING FIRES (CONTINUED)

Hot ‘i rht P"b ClotheSssseessssssncssscssscsesssnsscssees
Hot atOVEﬂQLUthlﬂD;quuu-oo.e.-no--n----..--u.un.uo---a-oo
Hot stove~Pot holdeTresesessscsnssssscscsssscsassanccsssnnsese
Hot fireplace—WOOd........-...---...........-.....-.....n
Hot stove—Cleaning solventesesssessssennosssccessnsssaens
Lightning-?urniture.........-............n...........uo-.
Lightﬂing*”OOdanooncnn.-lnlo--c.--.ncuonoolno-ao-nohon-ao
I"la.tch-Paper‘.-“.--u-........--o-....-”u--...a..n.....o-
Match~Scrap lumberssecssssensessnsssscssasescssscosncscnsncnsan
Match-Curtain.ssesssssssesoscescscacccscocsonssscnncesonces
Match-MattreSSessesssssecsssssssssssssssssnsseccnsssncnes
Match-ToHleS...sa.o.cn.lnolooulla..n!---o-oouoaooulo..lo'
Overheated air conditioner—gra.ss..-.--u.--o-.-..-......-
Overloaded cord-InsulatioNeeessessscncssssssnsscssssssnne
Overloaded dryer—CIOtheslll..nalln.l.onntlo.-...lno..tl.l
Portable heater-0ilscevesscccsnssssessssscscsscnsssscssnns
PI'Opa.ne torch-‘Tar.n.t..nio.l.nn.conlouot;.loootallloo-!co
Short Circuit-InSlllatiOH.......-..-..-...;-.-.--.--...-.-
SpontaneouS heat=01l,cesssessesscscesssssssassassssassnsns
SPaI‘k-Ceiling tilelollolnoO|oanol00loo.|l!lla--.auls.-aoo
bpark-Hood......-.-...........................-..........

Unknom...l...ll'.l...l...l.l'.'....ll.l..l..'ll...l..l.l

CAUSES OF OTHER OUTDOOR FIRES

Ar‘son.I..‘ll".l'.....l.l..lll.l'.l-...l.l‘..I.l...l.....

Arcing Hire"woui POle....'..'.'.....'.l..l...'...........
Cigarette~wo00dessesscesesconesscesccssssanesosssnasnnassas
Cigarette~Trash & grasSe.eceessessescssssscsscsncsssssasces
Cigarette-bhitress.....-....-..--....-..-.-.-.-.----.----
CigarEtte-FurnitUIEQoootloool...nu.n.nanao.actootoo-ooo-c
Cutting LoTCh=Trasheesveeves e eesensesaeessssseessseseess
Cutting torch-CanVaS...-....-..--..-......-..-.--.....-..
CUtting torch=Rubblsh,sesssssssviessessesvissiieesiessaaes
Explosion-Gasoline,sssissessnsisasassssinssoanasinsssnine
Electrical SHOTL=T Y08 00000 0:0/8:0:0:0:8 0.0/ 8:0:8 0301 5010108 0:070: 0 6610} 810 07058
Electrical short-Power Pole.ln-onno-ounlaol..oooon-ollouo
Hot' exhaust-Gasolinessisessssssssssiasssedvesaisnniseeans
Lightning-Electrical insulation...........o-.....--..----
Match-Christmas treesececosessscsssssscscssoscasencncssasne
IBtCh-TraSh-o-.||n..n-||lnlooonololtolo.lo.n.ontot-aotuot
PEtCh—GraSSn.-.oooooooa----o-conncnto-oo--ulnl--aoonanlo-
Match=Woodsessstssssssessseneseessnssssnessecosnesonsnnnans
MatCh-Treeo'--.cooono.nnnulnon-o.annonloototun--nnno.-ann
Rekindle from Previous fire,ceesssscsocessesssssssssanene
Spark-GIaSS...o.o.-..o---..---.---..--.-ao--.o-no..-..-o.
Spontaneous combustlon-Hay.sseesssecsesceosscssccsscsscse
Spontaneous combustion-Coalesssscsssecssconssssnsesasssce
Trash fire-GraSS...........-.----.o.................-..-.
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CAUSES OF FIRES 1980
CAUSES OF AUTO FIRES NUI'BER

Arson.l.lllillllll.l..l.l.ulonllilllllaal...l0.0.--.-0.-0-' 10

-

B

- -

B

Auto elec.SP&I‘k—G&SOline-...-...............-----.-uu.-.o
Auto elec Spark-Insulation--.-..---.-.......f.........-...-
BackfireuGasoline--.-.-...............--.................--
Backfire—InsulatiQn....-.--........................--'.....
Cigarette-Upholstery.................................-.....
CigaIEtte-GOlf baguo-nooo.o'oo'oo.unl.aon..u..oonaa-'aocoon
Cutting torCh-OiIOO.lllll..lllllIli.llIlllt..lll.‘...lltlll
Excess heatdsasoline....-...........-.....-o-..----.-o-.---
Excess heat—Tire...-.-......................-..---.........
Fuzee=Pailnte i eseiss 60060 0004066000 06080000680 600000 880058
Hot ember—TraSh-......-.--......................--.........
Mutual Aid (Cause unknown).........-.......-....-..--...--.

piatch_wocﬂ-....l..lll..-lll...............'l...".......l.l.

TYPES OF PROPERTY INVOLVED IN FIRES 1980

DISCRIPTION

Autos, TIUCkS, €tCuseresesnansancescssssrosncnsessnssonvns
Apartments.'. LU A B B B B B B BN BN BN B B B B B B B N B BN BN B B B BN BN N B BB
Bam-....‘.'..........."....'l...'.........'....'......'.'
Barber Shop..........--.c-oo-o.-....--.-....o-..-o..o-u----
Ball diamond. I E N AN RN R NN N N N N R N NN
CafCeesvsnssrssnsansassnsssnssssnssnsssssnssasasassannsnnsns
Corn StUbble...onaln-.--tn-n-ttnounuoo.-nn--ao.nn.o-ono-|oo
DiSPOS&l plaﬂt.....nnoan..tto.to-.--....-.nnooo.oonooloooto
D"ellillgl..l.......l-....l'.'...‘..-......‘ll......'l.....'
Furniture storessssssesssssssssssssessssssssssnsssssansnnss
Gasoline taar]kl [ E N N N R R NN
Garage’ PrivatE.'....'....... LU B B BB O O B B B O BN BB NN BB A BB B
Garage, commercialecessosssevsessssessssoscassssncasnaasnss
Haykal.....'..'............'.."".....‘..'...-“.......'
}{ay.......'.....i......".'.."l.................l........'
Health Clubssssossnsssescssssesssossssassanssssansnssncanss
Implement Shop. A R N N N RN N N R N R N R R NN
I‘awrl mowEI'. AR N N R N R R N N N N N N N R N N NN NN EE NN
Ialmdromat.l  E N NN NN N N R N N N R N N N R NN RN
Fattress.......................".......l.....'............
Diobile Home. L B B B B O BN BN BN B RN B BN BN BN B B BB BN NN BN RN A OO O IR B
I.Ior.tuary...I...-..I.......II...0...................l.l.'...
Officel.ll...".'.'............'.'...."............I......
Picnic table' [ E R N N A N N N N N N N N RN N
Pj-zza Pa.rlor.l.......'...............-.-..--.’..........'..
H’loto shop'.. I RN NN N NI N AN A A ORI BRI BN OB B R B
waer pOle.-....-...--.a.....--............--oo...-...--..-
r&agSI....I................'........'.-.'-I‘...l.......'...'
Rubbish...'..."I...........'."I."..'....."."l...l'.-..
Shoe StOTY€ssesssessessasssssssassssssasssanssosnvesssnssennse
Schoall.'...D....-l-.III...Il.l........"l.....l.l.........
shaker room... E R R R R R R RN E N N N I O I O OO O B BN BN BN B B
Silo (Cement).......o...........-..............---...-.....
SOfassssencassnsssansassrsssasscossesnsssssasssssssnsnssese
TemporaYy Sheltereiuessesssssssssssssrsssssssscssscssosnsenss
TraSh, grass, rubbiSh, €tCeesvscnsesssnsssssssnsnsssncenes

Trash containerecseceseessacsessoscssscsscsscsssssssonessnsssns
-12~
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TYPSS OF PROPERTY INVOLVED IN FIRES 1980

DISCRIPTION NUMBER
Theateresssssossssessasssenssnsesesssnnnsnsnnsensscsonssassas 1
Telephone pOlqunaalnonooo.lc.aloonaonnno-uoco-"nn.'.oac-o 1
I rECuuscnsccssessassssasnsssunosncsasnossnnassusncsensssscosssss 3
Va.ca.n‘t Build.ingino.olI-ltno-lantlltco.-nnlnotl-oo-cnnnootlo 3
WarehoUuSE.sessssssssssnsassansssnsssnsnsnsssonensnsnsnnnsncs 2

EMERGENCY, FIRST AID & DEATH CALLS
Jan 4: John Calvert, age 33, found being loaded into ambulance., Nothing used.

Jan 13: Jerry Romig, age 47, found being loaded into ambulance. Nothing used.

Feb 63 Roger Hall, age 53, found unconsciou on bedroom floor w/2 police officers
giving CFR., Used resuscitator for about 20 min. Pronounced dead at scene.

Feb 6: Kirby Hert, age 8, reported to be choking on button in throat. Dislodged
by parent while enroute. Notified by dispatcher to disregard.

Feb 14: Marilyn Tisor, age 32, being loaded into ambulance on arrival., Nothing used.

Feb 17: Irving Peterson, age 60, found having difficulty breathing, Used E&J
inhdlator for 10 minutes. Taken to Mercy by Snell's,

Feb 235 Virgil Brace, age 63, found having difficulty with his left arm. Called
Snell's and stood by until he was taken to hospital for possible heart attack.

Mar 63 Winten Roth, age 65, found having difficulty breathing. Used E&J inhalator
for 10 minutes. Taken to hospital by Snell’'s,

Mar 103 Getrude Hesse, age 72, found on floor with shallow pulse and difficulty
breathing. Used E&J inhalator for 15 min., Taken to hospital by Snell's.

Apr 25: Chris Kramer, age 70, found on floor of bowling alley not breathing and
no pulse, CPR given with no results, Pronounced DOA by Snell's,

May 1: Gertrude Sharp, age 66, prounced DOA., Nothing used.,

May 9: Shirley Wilhite, age 52, found in bed semi conscious., Used E&J inhalator
for 5 min. Taken to Mercy by Snell's.,

May 11l: Jeff Determan, age 18, Steve Ibers, age 19 & Mark Slane, age 19, involved

in one car accident. Jeff extricated from auto by dept. All taken to lFercy by
Snell's,

May 26: Arthur Larson, age 76, complained of pain in throat & chest, Stood by
until arrival of Snell's.

liay 30: Fred Mallo, age 81, apparently suffering heart attack at Elks Lodge.
Gave E&J inhalator for 5 min. Taken to North Iowa by Snell's.

May 31: Francis Excherich, age 44, found having trouble breathin. Used LE&J
inhalator for 5 min, Taken to Narth Iowa by Snell's.

Jun 15: HMark Moore, age 48, found being loaded into ambulance, Nothing used,

Jul 83 Arthur Petznick, age 37, found on ground at ball diamond, CPR given for
about 20 min, Used inhalator for 10 min. Pronounced DOA,

Jul 103 Marge Clausen, age 64, found concious having difficulty breathing due to
insulin reaction. Used inhalator for 10 min, Taken to North Iowa by Snell's,

Jul 13: Marilyn Popinga, age 39, found conscious on arrival. Apparent attempted
suicide. Entry to premises gained by cutting screen & breaking glass window in
door. Used E&J inhalator for 5 min, Taken to Merey by Snell's,

.
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EMERGENCY, FIRST AID & DEATH CALLIS

Jul 223 Harold Puderbaugh, age 53, found laying in street, breathing shallow. Used
E&J inhalator until arrival of Snell's, Died later at Mercy from heart attack.

Oct 13: Nancy Withers, age 36, found conscious laying on floor. Treated for shock
& stood by until arrival of Snell's.

Dec 4: Cleo Sandy, age 89, found being loaded into ambulance, Nothing used.

Dec 4: Donny Oelberg, age 10, found with right index finger caught in vacuum
cleaner. Removed by Dept. Taken to Mercy by Hother.

Dec 20: lLarry Hathaway, found trapped in auto north of Nora Springs. Assisted
in removal,

Dec 21: Richard Walters, found sitting in booth of N&M lunch. Had suffered slight
heart attack, Stood by until arrival of Snell's, Nothing used.

Dec 21: Patrick MeCleer, found trapped in auto. Assisted in removal.

SCHOOL AND DRILL 1980

During the year 1980, a total of 8,956.5 man hours of supervised school and drill

time were held for the fire fighting force. These covered a variety of subjects,
as follows:

l, Forcible Entry 10, Streets, hydrants & rules
2, ladder practices 11. Use of smoke masks

3. Salvage overhaul 12, Drills -~ tower & hose

4. Fire streanms 13. Driving practice

5. Fire apparatus 14, Pump drill-draft & hydrants
6. Hose practices 15. Tactical problems

7. Ventilation . 16, Company inspection & review
8. First aid & rescue 17. General study. Optional to

9. Knots, tools & equipment Company Officers

o
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REPORT OF FIRE ALARM OFFICE - 1980

ALARM RECEIVED PR DAY AND MONTH

MONTH SUN MON TUE WKD THU FRI SAT TOTAL
Jan 3 5 11 7 6 10 L
Feb 8 3 6 5 9 6 7 L
Mar 5 7 5 7 12 3 7 L6
Apr 12 15 9 9 6 11 N 76
May 9 7 4 12 12 17 10 71
Jun 7 3 L 8 7 15 ¥ 51
Jul ? ? 12 15 11 " 15 71
Aug 1o 6 T 11 8 8 20 81
Sep 7 9 14 6 9 5 6 56
Oct 8 12 9 9 5 10 12 65
Nov 8 12 9 8 8 L L 50
Dec 7 __& 6 8 8 8 14 8
TOTAL 102 100 105 101 101 120 715
ALARMS RKCEIVED FOR EACH 8~HOUR PERIOD
8300 AM L4300 PM MIDNIGHT
MONTH to 4300 PM to MIDNIGHT to 8:00 AM  TOTAL FIRE LOSS
Jan 9 20 17 L6 $ 64,625,00
Feb 16 13 15 Ly 20,949,00
Mar 11 2l W | L6 970,00
Apr 37 32 7 76 11,830,00
liay 26 36 9 71 13,715.00
Jun 15 27 9 51 1,250,00
Jul 26 27 18 -l 24,654,00
Aug 24 28 29 81 35,381.00
Sep 22 24 10 56 33,824,00
Oct 27 25 12 65 39,501,00
Nov 16 23 al 50 36,593.00
Dec 19 28 1l 58 11,056.00
TOTAL 248 307 160 715 $294, 348,00
ALARMS RECEIVED BY HOUR
MORNING HOURS NUMBER  AFTERNOON & EVENING HOURS NUMBER
12:00 (Midnight) - 123159 27 12300 (Noon) - 12159 33
1500 - 1159 40 1300 - 1:59 29
2:00 - 2359 16 2100 - 23159 34
33100 - 3159 12 3:00 - 3159 40
L:00 - 4159 17 4300 ~ 4359 L2
5100 - 5159 11 5100 - 5159 37
6100 - 6159 24 6300 - 6159 32
7300 - 7159 13 73100 - 7159 48
8300 - 8359 25 8300 - 8:59 38
9300 - 9359 23 9:00 - 93159 36
10:00 - 10:59 31 10:00 - 10359 45
11:00 - 11:59 11:00 - 11359 2
TOTAL MORNING ALARMNS 2?& TOTAL AFTERNOON ALARMS 441

TOTAL ALARIS 715

i




REPORT OF FIRE ALARM OFFICE - 1980 (CONT'D)
MUTUAL AID ALARIS

Assistance to Rockwell Fire Departiment
Assistance to Clear Lake Fire Department
Assistance to Plymouth Fire Department
Assistance to lanly Fire Department

TOTAL OUT OF CITY ALARMS 12
NATIONAL FIRE PROTECTION ASSOCIATION
ANNUAL FIRE SURVEY

=0

1980
ALL ALARIBS AND FIRES

ITEM TYPE OF INCIDENT NUMBER ESTIMNATED LOSS

1s Fires in buildings 82 $229,457.00

2a Fires in motor vehicles 62 47,731.00

e Fires in rubbish, brush 70 17,160,00

L, Uther outdoor fires 22 None

Sa TOTAL ITEMS 1-4 236 294 ,348.00

6. Malicious false alarms 12 None

% All other alarms 467 None

8. TOTAL ITEMS 5-7 715 294, 348,00

9, Fires in Christmas trees & decorations 0 None
10, FIRE CASUALTIES . FIREMEN OTHERS

Killed 0 1
In jured L 6
BREAKDOWN OF FIRES IN BUILDINGS

ITEN OCCUPANCY NUIMBER LOSS
11, Apartments 6 $ 835,00
12, Dwellings 28 141,367.00
13. Hotels & liotels 0 None
14, Other residential 10 13,046,00
15, Institutions 0 None
16, Schools & Colleges 3 360.00
175 Public assembly L 510,00
18, Stores, offices and other commercial 13 15,104,00
19. Manufacturing 4 1,800,00
20, Storage 9 17,440,00
25 Mobile homes 5 38,995,00
22, Miscellaneous 0 None

CITY POPULATION 1980 CENSUSs 30,100

-16-
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TREND OF FIRE LOSSES, 1971 to 1980
TEN YtAR AVERAGE
(FIRE)  AMOUNT OF AMOUNT OF

NUMBER NUMBER  PROPERTY INSURALCE AMOUNT OF AFOUNT OF  FIRE LOS3  AVERAGE LOSS
YEAR OF ALARIS OF ALARIS THREATENED 0N PROZRTY INSURANCE 10SS FIRE LOSS PER CAFITA PER FIRE
1971 401 198 $ 30,182,782.00 § 27,622,444,00 $108,842,00 $141,873,00 3 4.65 3 716.52
1972 438 232 20,244,101,00  17,525,730.00  147,472,00 156,226,00 4,89 673.39
1973 458 254 43,506,466,00  37,532,070,00 286,519,00 445,206,00 13.98 1,752.78
1974 570 284 62,650,549,00  61,156,828,00 530,307.00 879,298.00 2761 3,752.78
1975 504 241 10,331,916.00 8,391,995.00 107,646.00 153,314,00 4,82 636.20
1976 559 289 22,386,089,00  17,90%,139,00 314,521,00 338,127.00 10.62 1,169.95
1977 637 247 23,860,104,00 22,63¢,177.00 700,853.00 710,853.00 22,30 2,874.58
1978 637 247 56,341, 805,00 53,513,090,00 161,789.00 177,942.00 5.59 946, 56
1979 746 226 155,890,873.00 156,89C,873.00 542,601,00 555,659.00 17.45 2,458.67
1980 715 236 27,549,820,00  27,240,645,00 261,889.00 294,348,00 9.78 1,247.24
TEN-YEAR
AVERAGE 567 226 $ 45,294,%51,00 $ 43,042,099,00 $317,244,00 $385,285,00 $12.17 $1,632.87
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I wish

CONCLUSION
to express my sincere thanks to:

ihyor and City Council for their support and cooperation in the
operation of the Fire Department.

HMembers of the Civil Service Commission, the Board of Trustees of the
Fire Retirement System, and to all Department Heads within the City.

lMembers of the various inspection departments within the City for their
cooperation and assistance given to the members of the Fire Prevention
Bureau.

The Citizens of the City of lMason City for fine cooperation with the
Fire Prevention Bureau and Inspectors of the Fire Department.

The Globe Gazette and radio and television station for the liberal
space and time given to the true and accurate reporting of all fires.

llembers of the Mason City Police Department for excellent cooperation.
Each and every member of the Mason City Fire Department for promptness
and efficiency in the performance of their duties. i

Sincerely,

Lo o e

Ron Van Horn, Chief
Mason City Fire Department






