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January, 1984

The Honorable Kenneth E. Kew, Mayor
City Hall
Mason City, Towa

Dear Mayor Kew:

I have the honor to submit to you herewith the ANNUAL REPORT of the Mason City
Fire Department for the year ending December 31, 1983. This is my Fourth and
the Seventy Fourth annual report of the Fire Department.

This report will show in detail the record of operation, alarms, valuation,
insurance, and losses on flre which the Department responded to durlng the
year. The information contained herein is almost entirely complled within the
corporate limits of the City and Township alarms except for dollar figures
which are based on City valuations and losses only. Mutual ald calls will
appear occasionally in this report. ‘. !

I feel that in view of current property valuations and the rising cost of re-
pair and replacement that 1983 was a good year for fire protectlon in the City.
I attribute this to the ever increasing emphasis on fire safety and safety in-
spections conducted by the Fire Prevention Bureau and the increasing efficiency
of all Fire Fighters thru training and use of modern equipment as well as a
better understading and cooperation from the general public.

If you wish additional information pertaining to the Depértment, it will de
supplied to you upon request.

All insured losses herein are the adjusted losses receilved from the insurance
ad justers whenever possible.

Respectfully submitted,

Tekn,UﬂM»N&m“J

Ron Van Horn, Chief
Mason City Fire Department
Mason City, Iowa
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PERSONNEL
Mason City Fire Department
Year Ending December 31, 1983

Chief of “the DePartMetieesy e vwarss warewn o sienas slo o v sainnis ¢ee/esss sases o
Assistant ChIETL . veves sons e soses samen s somen oo ase »omns sneenes sons s
Chief of Fire Prevention Bureal...eeeessssscscsiensnissscsoressassvnnssns
Captain of the Department...............................}...............

Inspectors Of the BUYEAU. s s vsesasseonessnsssosssssoesssssessasenassnsesss

N W

Lleutenant of the Department..iccesesesessssstonssssssassssasnsesssonasas
Fire FPighter First Class.....................:.......... ...... i e i ag
Fire Plghter Second CLasSS. . cevemes sosionsouesos cooes eaeeesesaros s s 2
Probationary Fire Plghter.siesessersvssrsossnssnssncssccssnivsssssvsnsses

Total personnel, all gradesS...vecevvvenvssncrsrses 38
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Ron. V¥an Hozrn: ..

Chief of Department

FIRN DEPARTMENT ORGANIZATION - 1983
KENNETH E., KEW, MAYOR
COUNCIL PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE

|
James Thompson, Chairman
Kenneth Shadle
Stanley Romans

Gerald M, Tatum
Assistant Chief
& Drillmaster

Thomas 0. Madden
Chief of Fire Prevention
Bureau

Robexrt H. Arndt

Robert P. Lofing
Fire Department Inspectors

The Department has three Battalions, each composed of:

Engine Co. No, 1
Engine Co. No. 2
Engine Co. No. 3

Engine Co. No. 4
Engine Co. No. 5
Aero .Chitef

Squad No., 1
Emergency Unit

BATTALION PERSONNEL

Captain
Lieut.

Fire
Fighters

FIRST BATTALION
Richard Walsh
Norman Chase
Allen Myklestad
Roger Poohl
William Trask
Albert Dietz
Reggle Wilson
Kenneth Lincicum
Raymond Wood
Jerry Bergdale
Larry Meggers

SECOND BATTALION
George Pierson
Larry Kuhl
Fredrick Lehmann
Larry Harrington
David Balek
Kenneth Christensen
Robert Allen

Kurt Morud

James Borger

Mark Christiansen
George Platts

(2)

THIRD BATTALION.
Dennis Scott
Lyle Battleson
Max Hubbard
Spencer VWeaver
James Koch
Claude Funk
Randy Wedmore
Robert Skellengexr
Alan Alman
Michael Dosen
Steven Weitzel




NAME AND RANK

CHIEF
Ron Van Horn

ASSISTANT CHIEF
Gerald M. Tatum

CHIEF OF FIRE PREVENTION BUREAU

Thomas O, Madden

CAPTAINS

George R. Pierson
Richard M. Walsh
Dennis 0., Scott

INS PECTORS
Robert H. Arndt
Robert P. Lofing

LIEUTENANTS

N. Joel Chase

Lyle J. Battleson
Larry L. Kuhl

Max K. Hubbard
Fredrick J. Lehmann
Allen J. Myklestad

FIRE FIGHTER FIRST CLASS
Larry P. Harrington
Roger J. Poohl

David C. Balek
Spencer W. Weaver
James J. Koch

Kenneth A, Christensen
Claude L. Funk
William L. Trask
Randy C. Wedmore
Robert J. Allen
Alvert B. Dietz

Kurt ¥W. Morud

Reggie D. Wilson
Robert L. Skellenger
James M. Borger
Kenneth R. Lincicum
Alan S. Alman

Mark A. Christiansen
Raymond E. Wood

FIRE FIGHTER SECOND CLASS

Michael M. Dosen
Jerry L. Bergdale

PROBATIONARY FIRE FIGHTER

Larry L. Meggers
George R. Platts
Steven 0, Weltzel

DATE PROMOTED
APPOINTED TO RANK YRS
Feb 1, 56 Jun 2, 80 27
Aug 16, 64 Jul 1, 80 19
Jan 1, 56 Jul 10, 78 28
Nov 16, 62 Sep 4, 75 21
Jan 7, 63 Feb 12, 83 20
Sep 16, 65 Mar 5, 83 18
Jun 1, 63 May 5, 77 19
Apr 1, 59 Nov 24, 78 24
Feb 5, 64 Sep 14, 81 19
Oct 16, 65 Mar 4, 82 18
Apr 28, 70 Jan 12, 83 13
Oct 28, 70 Feb 12, 83 13
Avg 4, 70 Mar 5, 83 13
Feb 26, 73 Jun 7, 83 10
Jun 1, 66 Jun 1, 68 17
Aug 16, 66 Aug 16, 68 17
Mar 1, 67 Mar 1, 69 16
May 16, 68 May 16, 70 15
Jun 2, 70 Jun 2, 72 13
Aug 4, 70 Aug 4, 72 13
May 25, 71 May 25, 73 12
Oct 3, 72 Oct 3, 74 s |
Feb 26, 73 Feb 26, 75 10
Feb 26, 73 Feb 26, 75 10
Feb 26, 73 Feb 26, 75 10 -
Oct 1, 73 Oct 1, 75 10
Jun 3, 7% Jun 3, 76 9
Oct 8, 74 Oct 8, 76 9
Sep 5, 75 Sep 5, 77 8
May 9, 77 May 9, 79 6
Jun 6, 78 Jun 6, 80 5
Dec 1, 78 Dec 1, 80 5
Aug 11, 80 Aug 11, 82 3
May 16, 81 May 16, 82 1
Oct 5, 81 Jun 6, 83 i
Mar 5, 83
Apr 5, 83
Jun 20, 83
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PRONOTIONS & APPOINTMENTS

NAVE DATE FORMER RANK PROMOTED TO RANK
Larry L. Kuhl Jan 12, 83 F.F. 1st Class Lieutenant
Max K., Hubbard Feb 12, 83 .. lat Class Lieutenant
Fredrick J. Lehmann Mar 5, 83 F.F. 1lst Class Lieutenant
Larry L. Meggers Mar 5, 83 Probationary F.F.
George R. Platts Apr 5, 83 Probationary F.F,
Jerry L. Bergdale Jun 6, 83 Probationary F.F, F,F. Second Class
Allen J. Myklestad Jun 7, 83 F.F. 1lst Class Lieutenant
Steven 0. Weitzel Jun 20, 83 Probationary F.F,

MEMBERSHIP ON PENSTON AND RETIREMENT

DATE OF
PENSION OR  RANK HELD AT TIME MONTHLY GROSS
RETIREMENT O RETIREMENT NAME TINCOMt
Oct 1, 54 Widow of Fireman lst Cl Mrs. W, lcGrath $201,13
Oct 27, 53 Widow of Fireman 1lst Cl Mrs., 1. Fields 237 .47
Oct 1, 54 Lieutenant M,A. Lauen 425,59
Aug 1, 61 Tireman lst Cl F.0., Grelk 482.95
Nov 1, 63 Widow of Chief Mrs. A.B. Arnold 349,32
Feb 1, 64 Fireman 1lst Cl L.M. Powers Loz .75
Mar 2, 66 Fireman 1lst CL J.J., Carroll 492.12
Feb 1, 67 Sup Fire Prev Bureau H.E. Schurtz 559.96
Feb 1, 69 Captain J.K. Cunninghanm 613.15
Apr 18, 69 Fireman lst Cl L.E. Gardinier 462,51
Apr 1, 70 . Chief C.J. Piexrce 759,07
Jun 1, 70 Lieutenant E.J. Fritz Ls57,26
Nov 1, 83 Widow of Fireman 1lst Cl Mrs. L.A. Arnold 224,85
Jun 15, 70 Fireman 1lst Cl L.H. loore 629,04
Aug 1, 70 Lieutenant Frank Hesse 598.51
May 1, 71 PFireman 1lst Cl M.M, Dosen 425,00
Oct 1, 72 Fireman 1lst Cl D.J. Reardon L6k, 56
Feb 11, 73 Fireman 1lst Cl W.M. Berry 458,96
Aug 31, 73 Widow of Fireman lst Cl Mrs. W.H. Cunningham 527.51
Sep 21, 74 Captain Louis V. Rice 345,01
May 17, 75 Captain V.A. Lauer 538.42
Apr 12, 77 Lieutenant M.B. Gexdes 802.71
Jun 30, 78 Chief Fire Prev Bureau J.H, Bender 952.38
May 2, 80 Chief J.H. Holt 851.68
Feb 1, 81 F.F., 1st Cl J.J. Hickey 661.69
Jun 17, 81 Lieutenant Dan Allen 721.74
Feb 13, 82 Lieutenant JiJ. Johnson 576,34
Jan 1, 83 C.,H, Swanson Inspector 1083.81
Jan 15, 83 D.0. McDougle Captain 837.74
Jan 15, 83 D.D. Wedmore Lieutenant 799.94
Jan 15, 83 R. R, Luecht F.,F, 1st C1 747 42
Feb 5, 83 R.R. Blunt Captain 1105,35
May 21, 83 H.R. Marsh Lieutenant 1082.70
Charles Swanson Jan 1, 1983

Dwaine McDougle
Donald Wedmore
Ralph Luecht
Richard Blunt
Harold Marsh

Jan 15, 1983
Jan 15, 1983
Jan 15, 1983
Feb 5, 1983
May 21, 1983



NOTE s
CAR NO. YEAR
1 1978
2 1978
3 1973
Engine #1 1957
Engine #2 1962
Engine #3 1956
Engine #4 1970
Engine #5 1978
Aero Chief 1972
Squad #1 1976

Emergency Unit 1951

FIRE APPARATUS & UNMOTOR CARS

December 31, 1983

CYLINDERS
8

8
8
6
6

12

MAKE
Dodge
Dodge
Ford
FWD

FWD

Seagrave
American
LaFrance

Pierce

American
LaFrance

Dodge

Willis Jeep

All apparatus and motor cars have 3-way
Motorola radios except Emergency Unit

TYPE
Chiefs Car
Fire Dept. Car
Fire Dept. Car

750 GPM Cent. Pump
& booster

1000 GPM Cent. Pump
& booster

750 GPM Cent., Pump
& booster

1000 GPM Cent. Pump
& booster

1500 GPM Cent. Pump
& booster

1500 GPM Cent. Pump
& booster & 90°
Blevated Platform

High pressure pump,
100 gal. tank

Emergency Unit



ORDERS ORDERS

CONDITIONS INVESTIGATED WRITTEN COMPLIED
Improper handling of waste material.....cveoecovusnes 11 12
Combustib%es too close to heat scource....ovvv.us X X 9 11
Extinguishers outdated.e.veeseerserosnssernconses veres 65 69
Flammableliquids violatlonS.e.eeeceececseriossessncss 12 13
New extinguishers needed:..oieeeveonsrcarecnnsan ceves 30 36
Fire escape In need of repalriicievecieianicornnsnnn 2 1
Storage blocking sprinkler.ciiieesecensoncs s sRSRSReRENtRs ] 2 2
Metal can fOr ragS..eseesesecanorsarscasstassssssoans 1 1
Improper washlng vabt...iveseecrosossonsncosoronssssos 1 1
Plaster off celling in place of business....cesivevass 0 0
Hallways obstructed.eeeieeeosessssestonsosssssnassnns ) 4
Exit 11ghtS OULeseveivenoereonessnssssancrnncssseanss 03 61
Over fuzing in electrical panel...iceecevorssnnsnrena 3 2
Improper electrical wiring....... I QO — N . 18 33
Emergency lighting out of order..eceratesvassounosnsns 4 3
Smoke detectors out of Oordericeciesssesesssansesnssca 7 5

MISCELLANEOUS CONDITIONS
Exits bDlocked.: s vesevsssessssassassssasnssassesacanes 7 7
EBxit doors locked. .iveseseesnssssenssocsosoviansassne 2 2
Exit doors out Of OTAeT..veeeresroossssrosscossasssse 13 14
Alarm systems needed.cvecessssocrssossrssnossosnssnsas 1 1

ADDITIONAL ACTIVITIES OF THE BUREAU
Conducted 27 investigation of fires: 26 causes established.
Heldsafety talks, film presentation and demonstrations on fir extingulshers.
Held demonstrations for Armour on alr masks and hazardous materials suits.
All members attended 8 hours of class on defensive driving.
All members attended Skywarn classes.
Bureau participated in Career Days at NIACC.
Conducted fire drills for all schools and several businesses.
Attended conferences in Des Molnes.
Attended EMT classes held at headquartexrs,
Assisted County Fire Organization at manning the North Iowa Falr booth.
Bureau attended municipal safety meetings.
Held babysitting classes for the Red Cross.
Held talks for day care centers.
Conducted flre extinguisher surveys for new businesses.
Read and approved blueprints for new construction.
Attended bomb school put on by the State Fire Marshall's office.

/s/ Thomas O. Madden
Thomas O. Madden, Chief
FPire Prevention Bureau



FPIRE OFERATING REPORT FOR

ANALYSIS OF ALARMS RECEIVED

YEAR 1983

TOWNSHIFE &

IN CITY MUTUAL AID

VETDallr, i oot Tt Je GTNG i GRGRGGRGT % 5 G, § 8
DispatCher e v ivevieerosenoarensecnsesensssness UbL
Auto Alarm..uvinsrnvannssocnasnsrossosannsrvses L22
Radlo. . iveeessoatnorvsarsasncssacssvseasasstsrons 35
TOTAL ALARMS RESPONDED TO IN 1983
False AlarmS. . osusevesensasconansacenercns 22
Alarms Recelved In A M...ceuivenasnsrovsaone 247
Alarms Recelved Iin P.Mescisevsvenrenveseae 379

Miles traveled tO fires.ceeecesoseseeessesansess 1933.8
cersse 31811

Hours worked at fire.sisieesvensensosennas
Number of fire fighters responding to alarm.... 4359
Number of pumps operated for booster.e..iveece.. 137
Number of pumps operated for hose line......... 25
5" hose used(Feet)ssssssssrerassasasosersseanss 770
3" hose USeAeeeeveosrasnoessoosasscssonsssasersa 2400
23" hose USedesssierrosnsssssessasnssnssssanssens 2300
13" hose usedssssessesnsasssssssscnsnesssnsoves 5200
Booster hose Used..ceesssvensanesonasssaiasssse22900
Booster tank used (GallonS)e..ecosevesssssgssesl0666

Hand pump used (GallonsS)e.eeecssesssassssswussss LO4.5

20 1b dry POWAEr: vsiesevnnsassasossnnnnsnsssasssy 3
Ladders used (Feet)e.iosversnsrensannnnressnsss 5H2
Hydrants usede.ssvesesssscossssssossnsasoscssonsns 13
Alr pak used - 30 MINUbE.eeveeivensnnsassessess O
E&J resuscitator used..ieesssesssssssssascnnsses 14
Light generator used.iscseosceserasssvssnesasss 11
500 watt light used..veesesscossrsssvseorsessons 17
Smoke ejector Usedevesvecssnsrasrsnnssssnannsse 87
Pires out on arTival...eeeesveseesssesensssssss 16

TYPE OF BUILDING INVOLVED IN FIRE

Reinforced concreteseseiosnessvscsssnsscssassns 2

Stone & BricKke.eoeesovsossososssccosasasanssases 10

TJron clade.eceeosssssosossssssassssscassansnnse 1l

Y S &
2
22

Concrete DLOCKsecoscovensssssosssssasssoscnnsnne
Other than bullding fireSececescccsssssecosvanans
In automobiles, trucks, €tCeieevecsoassencsness 45
Mobile hOmMES .. eiecvrssonsssassossocncsssssosasose 3

EXTENT OF FIRES

Confined to:
Point of OrigiNee.eeeecvesssossssasssnsese 110
ROOM Of OTIZINesseeessesssnnsansnsnessnses 16
Floor of OTrigiN.eesessesesscasassaronsnenns 0
Bulldingeeeeevesassosessrsonssssascsasenss 12
Extended to adjoining building.eccveseses 0
Extended beyond.c.sssosscsnorssssorsnasnsen 0

(9)
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500

100
250
1600
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VALUATION & LOSSES

TOTAL VALUES

BV S fee 1« pllcmmeinBhodime Rinigromwzemisione woudies mxe 5 o1 sgoe [s » sxsnapsmene sOMIOLIS1L SEE0L00
Contents. .. .. seeesaesenus weuws v weons s e o teeasesressee  3,586,163.00
Total of all property involved in fire....ie.eoeeeeessesse 14,400,553,00

TOTAL INSURANCE

BULlAdingSe s eesesnesnnssorusanssssenssaossssuasancsennssss$l0,735,540,00
CONLENtS e s oo o wem secramines wemaie Fese s ewen s e b e e #1675 cerse 3,474,763,00
Total of all property involved in fire. cesrearenesss 14,210,303.00

TOTAL INSURANCE LOSS

BUIldingSe cevvrservnssnonennosennons Ceresiassarsieasasenssd  307,380,00

COntents..ll".ll.l."'. ® B 8 8 3 4 ¥V EC O P 4 2D S U R E VS SO E VLS 133'249.00
Total insured loss for 1983 216 1 STSEEREHs & SN [ RGN [ 5] N 4h0,629,00

TOTAL INSURED AND UNINSURED LOSS ‘

BULLAINES e v vt evvaroresnnsanssnsesssoanssocssnossscnsesssd  314,167.00
Contents.II'.ll.ll....ll..l.......l".'lic‘.. IIIII * v PV ESEDE 201'1"914’4.00
Total insured and uninsured loss for 1983.....ieveevsarse 519,111.,00

COMPARISON OF LOSSES

Loss Tor 1982, . ... swaes msas enos seiesss s sasie cant) 208 ,684,00
Loss £or 1983.. ¢« eaiioiaieneae o aee:e/ens toeoeeslolilionees 519,111.00
AMOUNT OF LOSS PER FIRE ; NUMBER
Nonessssseon s [¢ SWaNSNaYae «Jila [sMa oWs] <Hela [¢ il SHGNaTaNs CHGJPUSNL [ » oNSNONS ¢ sNe| 6NG 62
Less than $5 OO W SHWEERE 5 (EGNENGNR) SHIET [§ ) (RGEE. NSRGR 3 SR e 0
Less than $100,00.. e seeseenrenotncsoscnsosssansssasssnsas 27
Less than $500.00. .. cseeeecesesescnsessascssssasssassnsas 14
Less than $1,000.00. ¢ ceeetesreansssassesanssnsassasoasan 3
Less than $5,000.00, ccveesrsreonsssscncassasasassssansssns 15
Less than $10,000.00. . .cccecesasnossnossssnsssonssnssssans 3
Over $10,000.00.  ceeseorssosssssasessssssssnsanossanssasss 14

CAUSES OF FIRE 1983
CAUSES OF BUIIDING FIRES NUMBER

ArSON..civeseassvessssssssssssssosastscossansssesssssossansss
Auto electric short-insulatlon..cesesssstnsscscsssnscnans
Child w/MAtch=HOOG e v e s veersrorsosssrasarossassosasssnnte
Child w/match—mattress...................................
Cigarette—papPer..ccossssesvesasosssassssassssssssssssacnsn
Charcoal-insulation.s ceescorscorssosesssscassassannssaassnsas
Cigarette~-furniture.s.cseesesornscessstonsrcsaconsescoscass
Cigarette-~Clothe.iiiiectssassosossassssastesasracnssrnanas
Child W/MAteh=DaDeT e e e eesesesrsaresrasasasssaosasssssosos
Cigarette lighter-cloth...csesseiriiireesnnecnvronscanenas
Charcoal-Papers cusssosvessossesscassoansssssssssaosansasa
Candle-Chairesccesceossroaosssnsssosssossnassnsassnsassscsssss
Electric short-plasticCe.svsecsvsceresesossascansssssssssns
Electric short-dryer cOrd..veeenescssssrrssasssocsasacsns
Electric short-Christmas treee.veeeccacscccsossnssassansse
Blectric short-woode.ceieerostvsosssssosensacosesarinsaacs
Electric arc-insecticlde..cveeiscscssssosscsaenascsonancns
Fireplace—wWoOd e i cssssssassasssesssroncssnssstnsancsnsssnnss
Fireplace~Cre0sSOte.scsecesesstessrscasnrsssarssassscassons
Hot grill-grease..sceeseecssossstssassssoonsossassoassosona
Hot aSh—=HWOOO e ccosesssncssanssossnsssssnsassvnssssssssoscsos
Hot ashesS~DAPETs cvvveassssorsasosssasassossasvesesssssoss
Hot oven-plastiCe..icesesssosascassssasoscsossssnansosacns

Ho‘t mo‘tor‘lint'....llII.I.Ill.l.l..'l..l.'l‘lllll.ll...l.
-10-
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CAUSES OF FIRES 1983

CAUSES OF BUILDING FIRES (CONTINUED)
Hot clinker-rubber... s
HO't S'tove Pipe—WOOd.--....--........‘..

Hot chimney-wood..veeieeeronsssannnsnsas o B .::.::::::
Hot light bulb-~insulation..eseveveversossons S S o s
Hot stove~parifin.ciiicecesennrenssnnrenns A AR » RSN e
Hot dryer-pilloW. ..t eesreoanssssssnnsss Sia G ETESE. aeE 8ie
Lightbulb-cardboardeseveesvussssassorasnssnsssonnssansnsan
Lightbulb-wood. e veveeorssonesssarsnsnnsasnsnss o ISR
Open fire-asphalt..iveeveevesrncrnrnnns Gale o i wis vede v say
Open flame-carPete.ieeeesssncnnronesioranes Sislllere o WRBEEN sinie
Overloaded equipment-grasS.cessssvvsescrranans Sim b e S a
Propane torch-wood...oeosessassonsssescsasanssanens i vl

Propane torch-asphalt...iesvssenicicrnnearas
Propane heat-fuel 0ll..iiveesernasnnennsorenns .
Pilot lite-natural gaSe.cseeicecssronsanrsnnoos
Pilot lite-paperesscsessecsssencccsserarsasnssonas
Pilot lite~clotheeeseesnoesevsnssssssnsvasnsosssossnssnne
ReKindleseissoseessesonssossssasssssosssncsansscssasscnsnsasns
Room heater-sS00t..iiciceissnsesossasacesassssrossaossnasssns
Short circult-insulation...eessseersosesrsossncssesnacssan
SUSPLCIOUS: v eseosssasnssnsserassnsssaatosossssasnsarsssacae

CAUSES OF OTHER OUTDOOR FIRES
ATSON s e evesessessassosscssssosasessosssascasetsssassnsonsans
Child w/match-paper........................................
Child w/match—treeqsssieies s niewins isaaeaeseais soses e
Clgarette-grass.cseeecesrssosaossssasssnsnne G &1 WS, sRSNeReNeNG o o8
Cigarette—-trash..ceirissssssrsosscarsonacsssssassarsssssssans
Electric short-insulatione.cisssecssccessvcssasassssrsascns
F LAl e oo e oenvossansoesnosonosnsssneanssassssssstssasssosnnns
Hot ash-1eaVeS.eesesesossssnsosrsosssossossossossssssasnsanssns
Hot light bulb-leaveS..seeeceessssvensossssassssssssssssssss
Hot manifold-gasoline.scesssoessossssessosscssasassscrnannne
Match=DapPers s vesesseosssossoosssasnssontsnsoassntossnssosasse
MatCh=DTUSH e v c s csavacsnosssaorsesssnssosssssvsassassnssassss
Match~telephone bOOKesssesecsoasssssanosnssossssccsssssoansan
Open fire-corn Stubble..cseeessersasrassosscassossasssacsnas
Open fire-tree .. iesesssoscssssarssosssarersttssnassasnossns
Spontaneous combustlon.iescassesssssssensctcssssssssonsescn

CAUSES OF AUTO FIRES
AYSONe cveosonnassassassosesssnssssstssasssenasssssssontssasns
Auto electric short-gasolines.cescvsevssssssrssssnsasssassaa
Auto electric short-insulation...sceeeeserssssssersscsanans
Auto electric short-floor mat..eseeeesssssorsssossossnessnsns
Backflre-gasoline..cceessesorsanssonsssossnosacssassassnsnce
Cigarette-auto interior.iiiiieecversrnercnsstssnoscsnnscsnnss
Hot manifold-gasoline..cieecosssssssasssnssessssscanssnsans
Hot manifold-battery Cas€.iissessesscsssssrsssssscsbsonssss
Hot ash-trash...iceeesssssesessssosssosossasssssssssosassssnna
Hot bearing-Crease...cceeeissossstosastsstasssststscasnsoneas
Hot muffler—cloth.cesveveosessssnossassosonsssnssssssosancens
Open flame-gasoline..cusiioesssscrensasossnonerossennsncnns
SUSDICLOUS . s s venssssesssaasanssrsnessssssarsssesnanassonsens
Spot light-seat..vveevsorrvotioenscssesacssrcrtasrsissronses

-11-
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TYPES OF PROPERTY INVOLVED IN FIRES 1983

DISCRIPTION
Apa.rbmentso--....-..-.---.-..-..---.-4-.
AutomObileSo---..----..--.-.-.o---..

Automotive StOXe.s . vvv v v onnvarvnscosnnnnns §id LR v v s
Bingohall‘.llllll-.i.-tol".t lllllll . " LI I L B I A ]

CoONVeyoY XOOMe esesssssnossssssnnssnanssssssss
Coal hOPPET e tocteesrnossosssosssnsoanssnsntnsasassnssnssns
Corn Stubble, ceveserennssssnsorsssvsoacnsssnsssnsns
CLOtRES s o s oo s us s o0 s monmmmeimins mmmEsE o o virie Simpiarmisim Hmmel f o s oo
CaF e v s nvensonesssmeanmmens seeuEess s o o 0 i W ¥ S
DWelling ..o e s sinimomanina v sowimen s aase o o SR T O
Department Stor€eeeessevsososvoscsssnsssssonscrsssnossesse
DUMPLewasiel s sFTaiel: fNaWls [§ » WGEIGE, NI & NleNel» 5 Jighels « STSGIGN « E¥ele Gl
Electric wiresS.veivseserioestsenssactoaotssnsssnssnsnanas
Q0 Shoks sue sntns sasnihesinils ilko SO o TRk Sfs FeVNN: o JF OVs SWG OGS o SWRNRNS 4
Garage (Private) ..o v eervesssasssassansasansssnenss ST §
Grain bine.eesurossenosnessaasnassssssssassassanssosnsonsse
GasS0lINne,. iceceessasacasssensvanssasssscasnssnstascsssosans
LaUNAr Y. coeenseesressonasssosossossnnssstsassnsstassssssss
Leaves, grass, €lCiisesestrcsnsnsocnrstonnccisncnrnrarans
LOESecsessssvossnsnesasansassenssscaogesosossassntsssanane
Mobile hOME.ss sseerveersonosssssssssssnsossssseanasnsvsnnas
Nursing homeesesosessssscesasssanssssorsossssnnssnassaose
PP et tonveeossessnnassasossossasssssssvssnsosssnanssonsnsns
Phone DOOKessvorsoonessessescesessssarsssssasctsasassossonss
Shoe repalr store.eieesesnsccesocnsessssssssassstsssssonsas
SupPPer CluUbDeuscossotannsrsssssssstarssasssssrsaasasnssssssns
SMOKe hOUSEesesssreossrsossnssssrssassansssssssasarssssosnnes
Storage shedeivevieossrssscncossosssossasassssssnsassssns
Y CE e sessssnossassassorsesasatnnsssssassessasssssossasanssna

TrashlIOOIIOII.l.l!lllllll.lllllllll.'l.lllllllll!lllllll

Trash contalner., cvevscevascvesosssssssososssssasosssosnnssae
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Jan

Feb

Feb

Feb

Feb

Feb

FPeb
Feb
Feb

LMERGENCY, FIRST AID & DBATH CALLS

6: Margarite Harmon, age 63, having asthma attack. Given oxygen. Taken
to Mercy by Snell's.

1: Edna Mewville, age 80, found w/police giving CPR. Assisted in resuscitatlon.
Taken to Mercy by Snell's,

2: Lenore Tatro, age 75, found having difficulty breathing. Used inhalator
about 15 minutes. Taken to North Iowa by Snell's,

7¢ Bdward Harriss, age 37, found unconcious but breathing on davenport. Used
alrway, administered oxygen but found no response. Taken to Mercy by Snell's,

9: Norman Holm, age 72, found suffering heart attack. Gave CPR w/resusci bag
for about 10 minutes., Taken to Mercy by Snell’'s,

16: Garland Neuberger, age 51, found in bed totaly unresponsive, Gave CPR
about 20 minutes. Taken to Mercy by Snell's.

17: Phillip Morrls found recovering from seizure. Nothing used.
19: Clifford Gard found consclous after fainting. Refused treatment,
27: Ralph Halverson, age 56, found not breathing & no heartbeat. Gave CFR 1.0

minutes. ©Snell's arrived and helped & then transported to Mercy.

Mar

Mar

Mar

Mar

5: Janet Klein, age 52, found having appqrent heart attack. Used inhalator
about 3 minutes. Taken to Mercy by Snell's.

18s Jim Arthur, supposedly fell in Winnebago river. Reported taken out and
home on our arrival.

18: Walter Wolff, age 62, found on bedroom floor being given CPR by police.
Deptartment assisted in CPR. Taken to North Iowa by Snell's,

233 Rose Jorgensen, age 67, found not breathing. Used resuscitator and
pocket mask. Taken to Mercy by Snell's.

Apr 4: George Johnson, age 74, found breathing on his own, complaining of pain,

Apr

Apr
Apr

May
May

May
Jun

Jun
Jun

Jun

Jun

Taken to Mercy by Snell's.

11: Ron Holt, age 37, found having selzure. Given oxygen bout 5 minutes.
Taken to Mercy by Snell's.

15; Floyd Harriss, found w/Snell's in attendance. Nothing used.

28: Marge Seifert, age 57, found down on arrival. Preformed CPR. Taken to
hospital by Snell's.

12:; Patricia Gribben & Troy Johnson found at accident scene. Rendered aid
until arrival of Snell's who transported to hospital. .

16: Jay Stittsworth, age 12, found having apparent seizure, Nothing used.
. Taken to Mercy by Snell's.

243 Katherine Grader, found w/hand stuck in sprinkler connectione. Hand freed.
1: Harry Pearson, age 38, rescued from faulty airlift at airport.

2: Holly Niedlinger, age 21, found w/head caught between staircase hand rail
spindles. Head released by Department.

53 Richard Stanfield, age 58, found pinned under tractor. Extricated by
Department. Pronounced DOA.

63 Russel Williams, age 9, found OK. Had been choking on candy lodged in throat.

8: Robbie DeMaris, age 8, found with foot caught in bicycle. Bystander had
taken bike apart on arrival. Taken to Mercy by Snell's,
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EMERGENCY, FIRST AID AND DEATH CALLS

Jun 11: Keith Johnston, age 38, found in van having selzure. Assisted Snell's
in loading him into ambulance and he was taken to North Iowa.

Jul 13: Michael Snyder, age 3% months having difficulty breathing. OK on our
arrival. Taken to Mercy by Snell's.

Jul 153 Roland Lowe, age 64, having difficulty breathing. Nothing used. Taken
to Mexcy by Snell’'s,

Jul 31¢ Marie Clark, age 81, apparently choked on food. Assisted Snell's in
suctioning and loading her into ambulance. Taken to lMercy.

Aug 4: Connie Murl, age 42, found being attended by Snell’s. Nothing used.

Aug 12: 2 year old chilld locked self in bathrcom. Went thru window and released lock.
Aug 15: Department responded to assist Daniel Lattrell down from tree house.

Aug 173 Shane Sturges, age 9, freed from locked bathroom.

Sep 11: David Manthey, age 30, found w/fingers caught in mixer blades. Cut blades
and freed fingers & put in ice.

Sep 17s: Marvin Moore, age 50, found w/apparent heart attack. Administered CPR
for about 10 minutes. Taken to Mercy by Snell’s,

Sep 17: Resuscitator for unnamed person. Stopped enroute by police.

Sep 253 Joe Ver Brugge, age 63, having apparent heart attack., Gave CPR fo about
10 minutes. Defibbed by Snell's and taken to North Iowa.

Sep 28: Bernhard Nassen, age 85, found w/Snell's in attendance. Nothing used.

Oct 29: Don Morgan, age 56, had fallen and struck head. Was conscious and breath-
ing on arrival., Stood by until Snell's transported to North Iowa.

Nov 4: Duane Follmuth, age 66, had fallen on stairs. Used inhalator for 6 minutes.
Taken to hospital by Snell's.

Nov 4: Carl Sexton, age 81, found having difficulty breathing. Taken to Mercy,
Nov 6: Lee Kellerman, age 46, found DOA. Nothing used.
Nov 6: Hazel Karstens, age 60, given resuscitation for about 20 minutes. DOA,

Nov 30: Brian Welland, age 10, found in Willow Creek under ice after about 45
minute search. Taken to Mercy by Snell's.
Dec 43 Albert Chaney, age 70, found having difficulty breathin., Administered
ozygen about 5 minutes. Taken to Mercy by Snell's.
Dec 7t Michele, Melissa, Melinda, Marlene Clifton, found w/possible carbon mon-
: oxide exposure. Inhalator used on Michele for about 15 minutes. All taken
to Mercy by Snell's for check up. .

Dec 93 Call for rescue after auto accident. Snell's already at scene.

Dec 9: Ella Vath, age 88, had fallen and cut face. Administered lst ald. Taken
to hospital by family.

Dec 161 Carl Scharlau, age 70, found conscious, hemoraging from mouth. Assisted
Snell's in giving oxygen for about 5 minutes. Taken to North Iowa by Snell's.

Dec 31: George Kimble, age 79, found having dfficulty breathing. Used inhalator
about 10 minutes. Taken to North Iowa by Snell’'s.,
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SCHOOL AND DRILL 1983

During the year 1983, a.total of 9,256 man hours of supervised school and drill
time were held for the fire fighting force. These covered a variety of subjects,
as follows:

1. Forecible entry 10, Streets, hydrants & rules
2. Ladder practice Jl. Use of smoke masks

3. Salvage overhaul 12. Drills - tower & hose

4, Fire streams 13, Driving practices

5. Fire apparatus 14. Pump drill-draft & hydrants
6. Hose practices 15, Tactical problems

7. Ventilation 16, Company inspection & review
8. First aid & rescue 17. General study, Optional to
9. Knots, tools & equipment Company Officers

REPORT OF FIRE ALARM OFFICE -~ 1983
ATARM RECEIVED PER DAY AND MONTH

MONTH SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT TOTAL
Jan L 8 8 5 6. 10 6 R
Feb 6 6 5 5 L 3 5 3
Mar 2 5 b 9 6 6 5 37
Apr 2 5 b 5 9 9 1 39
May 6 5 10 3 3 % 5 7 39
Jun 7 3 8 12 6 9 7 52
Jul 14 6 6 11 8 14 16 75
Aug 4 10 7 16 Y/ 10 3 57
Sep 10 16 11 14 8 9 7 75
Oct 2 8 9 7 6 6 6 Ly
Nov 8 6 5 12 6 5 10 50
Dec 10 1 o0 13 15
Total 75 %‘ 'EZ' 103 82 101 &' . 32%
ALARM RECEIVED FOR EACH 8-HOUR PERIOD

8:00 AM L3100 PM MIDNIGHT
MONTH TO 4:00 PM to MIDNIGHT to 8:00 AM TOTAL FIRE LOSS
Jan 18 20 9 L7 $ 3,488.00
Feb 4 B f o 36,995.00
Mar 14 19 b 37 63,159.00
Apr 20 10 9 39 L4,360,00
May 12 18 9 39 63,807.00
Jun 28 18 6 52 2,194.,00
Jul 23 34 18 75 199,219.00
Aug 19 28 10 57 60,753.00
Sep 26 31 18 75 4l , 240,00
Oct 16 19 9 Ly 426.00
Nov « [l 15 8 50 27,150.00
Dec 36 28 13 Yald 13,320.00
TOTAL 258 251 117 626 $519,111.00
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REPORT OF FIRE ALARM OFFICE - 1983 (CONT'D)

ALARMS RECEIVED BY HOUR

MORNING HOURS NUMBER  AFTERNOON & EVENING HOURS  NUMBER
12;00 (Midnight) - 12:59 22 12:00 (Noon) - 12359 31
1:00 - 1159 16 1100 - 1:59 29
2300 - 2359 14 2:00 ~ 2159 32
3500 - 3:59 10 3:00 - 3159 26
L4300 -~ 4359 10 400 - 4:59 31
5100 ~ 5859 16 5100 ~ 5359 33
6300 - 6159 15 6100 - 6159 27
7800 - 7359 14 7500 - 7159 30
8300 - 8:59 26 8:00 -~ 8559 39
9100 -~ 9:59 30 9:00 - 9:59 37
103500 - 10359 36 10:00 - 10:59 33
11300 - 11159 38 11:00 - 11:59 31
TOTAL MORNING ALARMS 247 TOTAL AFTERNOON ALARMS 379

TOTAL ALARMS 626

MUTUAL AID ALARMS

Asslistance to Clear Lake Fire Department 3
Assistance to Hanlontown Fire Department 2
Assistance to Nora Springs Fire Department 1
Assistance to Plymouth Fire Department 1
2
9

Assistance to Rockwell Fire Department
TOTAL MUTUAL AID ALARMS
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NATIONAL FIRE PROTECTION ASSICIATION

ANNUAL FIRE SURVEY

1983
ALL ALARMS AND FIRES

ITEM TYPE OF INCIDENT NUMBER ESTIMATED LOSS
1, - Fires in huildings 71 $499,951,00
2. Fires in motor vehicles 45 19,160.00
3. Fires in rubbish, brush 10 None
L, Other outdoor fires 12 None
5. TOTAL ITEMS 1-4 138 519,111.00
6. Malicious false alarms 25 None
7. All other alarms 491 None
8. TOTAL ITEMS 5-7 654 519,111,00
9. Flres in Christmas trees & decorations 1 2,500,00
10, FIRE CASUALTIES . FIREMEN OTHERS

Killed 0 0
Injured 7 2
BREAKDOWN OF FIRES IN BUILDINGS

ITEHM OCCUPANCY NUMBER  LOSS
11. Apartments 7 $ 2,775.00
12, Dwellings 35 201,375.00
13. Hotels & Motels 0 None
14, Other residential 10 31,424,00
15, Instutions 2 2,200,00
16. Schools & Colleges 0 None
17. Public assembly 3 74,964 .00
18. Stores, offices and other commercilal 6 147,213,00
19, Manufacturing 2 33,000,00
20. Storage 3 1,000.00
21. Mobile homes 3 6,000,00
22. Miscellaneous 0 None

CITY POPULATION 1980 CENSUS: 30,100
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I wish

CONCLUSION
to express my sincere thanks to:

Mayor and City Council for their support and cpoperation in the
operation of the Fire Department,

Members of the Civil Service Commision, the Board of Trustees of the
Fire Retirement System, and to all Department Heads within the City,

Members of the various inspection departments within the City for their
cooperation and assistance to the members of the Fire Prevention Bureau.

The Citizens of the Clty of Mason City for fine cooperation with the
Fire Prevention Bureau and Inspectors of the Fire Department.,

The Globe Gazette and radio and television stations for the liberal
space and time given to the true and' accurate reporting of all fires,

Members of the Mason City Pollce Department for excellent cooperation.

Bach and every member of the Mason City Fire Department for promptness
and efficiency in the performance of thelr dutles.

Sincerely,

?m’]_ UO’V\ ’\}QJI'""‘

Ron Van Horn, Chief
Mason City Fire Department
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RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE CHIEF

As the calendar year 1983 ended the Nation's, as well as the local
economy, seemed somewhat better. The starting of construction of the
Southbridge Shopping Center and the announcement of the forthcoming
Walmart Store on Highway #18west, has given our community an optimistic
uplift locally.

New shopping centers are normally of a square footage size that they
are required to have an automatic sprinkler system to protect them in
case of a fire. New shopping stores are also a considerable dollar
investment, not only in the buildings, but also in the merchandise that
the retailers sell. An automatic sprinkleﬁ system normally holds the
fire in check until fire fighters can arrive at the fire scene to ex-~
tinguish the fire, but even at that a fire department needs an adequate
number of well trained fire fighters to extinguish the fire and try to

hold the building and contents loss to a minimum.,

Same as last year, our fire department's manpower strength remains my
biggest concern. Hopefully in better economic times, in the future,

consideration of our manpower strength can be addressed.

Respectfully submitted,

RO”L U(t« H"(‘;'r‘ L.

Ron Van Horn
Chief of the Department
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