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January, 1985
The Honorable Kenneth E. Kew, Mayor '
City Hall
Mason City, Iowa

Dear Mayor Kews

I have the honor to submit to you herewith the ANNUAL REPORT of the Mason City
Fire Department for the year ending December 31, 1984, This is my Fifth and
the Seventy Fifth annual report of the Fire Department.

This report will show in detaill the record of operation, alarms, valuation,
insurance, and losses on fire which the Department responded to during the
year. The information contained herein is almost entirely compiled within

the corporate limits of the City and Townshlp alarms except for dollar figures
which are based on City valuations and losses only. Mutual aid calls will
appear occaslionally in this report.

The fire loss for 1984 was somewhat higher than last year's. The 1984 fire loss
is consliderably higher than the ten (10) year average of our fire losses.
Although I belleve good fire fighting prevailed, in most of the large dollar
fire loss incldents, there was a delay in the reporting of the fires, allowing
the fires to become considerably larger and generating more heat and smoke,
thus contributing to the larger dollar loss. I attribute this higher dollar
gire loss ‘to five (5) major industrial and commercial losses that amounted to
335,000s

Professional Car Cleaning Experts 824 So. Taft $ 32,000
Sprout Gardens 321 No. Jackson 68,000
Back 40 3000 4th St. S.W. 55,000
Armour Foods 1401 So. Eisenhower 100,000
Royal Roost 339 So. Federal 80,000
and four (4) dwelling fires that sustained$202,000 worth of fire loss:

218 4th St. N.E; $100, 000

1626 No. Pennsylvania 25,000

4Ok 14th St. N.W, 62,000

1616 So. Taft 15,000

One (l) fire, a $100,000 fire loss at the Armour Plant, was small in size and
easily extingulshed but smoke and heat damage was paramount. One (1) dwelling
fire also was a $100,000 fire loss even though one (1) of the occupants was home
at the time of the fire.

If you wlsh additional information pertaining to the Departiment, it will be
supplied to you upon request.

All insured losses herein are the adjusted losses received from the insurance
ad justers whenever possible.

Respectfully submitted,

Ron Van Horn, Chief
Mason City Fire Department
Mason City, Iowa
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PERSONNEL
Mason Clty Fire Depariment
Year Ending December 31, 1984

Chief of the Department....ceieevsevecees
Assistant chiefb.ﬂ'.lOI..Ilﬂll.CD.Ool.ﬂlQIIBI..IQEOIO llllllll 4 & 0 0 &8 ® 2 0 e A
Chief of Fire Prevention...veeesvcoescosesonea
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Captain of the Department...ccvsesseencoeos

Inspectors of the Bureau.c.ceesovescsacses
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1
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Lieutenant of the Department...ccecessseisooncasssnnns
Fire Flghter First ClasS...eessvssvecascencssecsas
Fire Fighter Second ClasS...cueveevoscoscorrinssosnescrsosonssasnssraecss 2
Fire Department Record Clerk (Civilian)....v.eeeveveeeoennsinecnon. P |

5 90 629 960 Co0 086 b e 0

® 9 36 %08 B8 0800I BN SO 21

Total personnel, all gradeS....... 38
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FIRE DEPARTMENT ORGANIZATION - 1984
KENNETH E. KEW, MAYOR
COUNCIL PUBLIC HEALTH & SAFETY COMMITTEE

James Thompson, Chairman
Kenneth Shadle
Roger Watson

Ron Van Horn Gerald M, Tatum Thomas 0, Madden
Assistant Chief Chief of Fire Prevention
Chief of nga;tment & Drillmaster ____Bureau -
Robert H. Arndt Robert P. Lofing

Fire Department Inspectors

The Department has three Battallons, each composed of:

Engine Co. No 1 Engine Co. No. 4 Squad No. 1
Engine Co. No. 2 Engine Co, No 5 Emergency Unit
Engine Co, No. 3 Aero Chief

BATTALION PERSONNEL

FIRST BATTALION SECOND BATTALION THIRD BATTALION
Captain Richaxd Walsh George Plerson Dennis Scott
Lieut. Norman Chase Larry Kuhl Lyle Battleson

Allen Myklestad Fredrick Lehmann Max Hubbard
FMire Roger Poohl Larry Harrington Spencer Weaver
Fighter William Trask David Balek James Koch

Alvert Dietz Kenneth Christensen Claude Funk

Reggie Wilson Robert Allen Randy Wedmore

Kenneth Lincicum Kurt Morud Robert Skellenger

Raymond Wood James Borger Alan Alman

Jerry Bergdale Mark Christiansen Michael Dosen

Laxry Meggers George Platts

FIRE DEPARTMENT RECORDS CLERK (CIVILIAN)
Karl Vaughn
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NAME AND RANK

CHIER
Ron Van Horn

ASSTISTANT CHIEF
Gerald M. Tatun

CHIEF OF FIRE PREVENTION BUREAU

Thomas 0. Madden

CAPTAINS

George R, Plerson
Richard M. Walsh
Dennis 0, Scott

INSPECTORS
Robert H. Arndt
Robert P. Lofing

LIEUTENANTS

Norman J. Chase
Lyle J. Battleson
Larry L. Kuhl

Max K. Hubbard
Fredrick J. Lehmann
Allen J. Myklestad

FIRE FICHTER FIRST CLASS
Larry P. Harrington
Roger J. Poohl

David C. Balek
Spencer W. Weaver
James J. Koch
Kenneth A. Christensen
Claude L., Funk
William L, Trask
Randy C. Wedmore
Robert J. Allen
Albert B. Dietw

Kurt W. Morud

Robert L. Skellenger
James M. Borger
Kenneth R. Lincicum
Alan S, Alman

Mark A, Christiansen
Raymond E. Wood
Michael M. Dosen
Jerry L. Bergdale

FIRE FIGHTER SECOND CLASS
Larry L. Meggers
George R. Platts

REGORDS - CLERK (Civiliam)
Karl F,' Vaughn

(%)

DATE PROMOTED
APBOINTED TO RANK
Feb 1, 56 Jun 2, 80
Aug 16, 64  Jul 1, 80
Jan 1, 56 Jul 10, 78
Nov 16, 62 Sep 4, 75
Jan 7, 63 . Feb 12, 83
Sep 16, 65 Mar 5, 83
Jun 1, 63 May 5, 77
Apr 1, 59 Nov 24, 78
Feb 5, 64  Sep 14, 81
Oct 16, 65 Mar 4, 82
Apr 28, 70 Jan 12, 83
Oct 28, 70  Feb 12, 83
Aug 4, 70  Mar 5, 83
Feb 26, 73 Jun 7, 83
Jun 1, 66 Jun 1, 68
Aug 16, 66 Aug 16, 68
Mar 1, 67 Mar 1, 69
May 16, 68 May 16, 70
Jun 2, 70 Jun” 2, 72
Aug 4, 70 Aug 4, 72
May 25, 71 May 25, 73
Oct 3, 72  Oct 3, 74
Feb 26, 73 Feb 26, 75

- Feb 26, 73 Feb 26, 75
Feb.26, 73 Feb 26, 73
Oct 1, 73  Oct 1, 75
Oct 8, 74 Oct 8, 76
Sep 5, 75 Sep 5, 77
May 9, 77 May 9, 79
Jun 6, 78 Jun 6, 80
Dec 1, 78 Dec 1, 80
Aug 11, 80 Aug 11, 82
May 16, 81 Feb 16, 84
Cet 5, 81 Jun 5, 84
Mar 5, 83 Mar 5, 84
Apr 5, 83 Apr 5, 84
Oct 20, 75 ° ?
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PROMOTIONS & APPOINTMENTS

PROMOTED TO RANK

NAME DATE FORMER RANK

Michael M. Dosen Feb 16, 84 F.F. 2nd Class

Jerry L. Bergdale Jun 5, 84 F.F. 2nd Class

Larry L. Meggers Mar 5, 84 Probationary F.F.

George R, Platts Apr 5, 84 Probationary F.F.
MEMBERSHIP ON PENSION AND RETIREMENT

DATE OF

PENSION OR RANK HELD AT TIME

RETIREMENT OF RETIREMENT NAME

Oct 1, 54 Widow of Fireman lst Cl Mrs. W. McGrath

Oct 27, 53 Widow of Fireman 1lst Cl Mrs. E. Fields

Oct 1, 54 Lieutenant M.A, Lauen

Aug 1, 61 Fireman 1lst Cl F.0. Grelk

Nov 1, 63 Widow of Chief Mrs. A.B. Arnold

Feb 1, 64 Fireman 1lst C1 L.M. Powers

Mar 2, 66 Fireman 1lst Cl J.J. Carroll

Feb 1, 67 Sup Fire Prev Bureau H,E. Schurtz

Feb 1, 69 Captain J.K. Cunningham

Apr 18, 69 Fireman 1lst Gl L.E. Gardinier

Sep 1, 84 Widow of Chief Mrs. Gail Pierce

Jun 1, 70 Lieutenant E.J. Fritz

Nov 1, 83 Widow of Fireman 1lst Cl Mrs, L.A. Arnold

Jun 15, 70 Fireman lst Cl L.H. HMoore

Aug 1, 70 Lieutenant Frank Hesse

May 1, 71 Fireman 1lst Cl M.M. Dosen

Oct 1, 72 Fireman 1lst C1 D.J. Reardon

Feb 11, 73 Fireman 1lst Cl W.M. Berry

Aug 31, 73 Widow of Fireman lst Cl Mrs. W.H. Cunningham

Sep 21, 74 Captain Louis V. Rice

lay 17, 75 Captain V.A, Lauer

Apr 12, 77 Lieutenant M.B. Gerdes

Jun 30, 78 Chief of Fire Prev Bureau J.H. Bender

tay 2, 80 Chief J.H. Holt

Feb 1, 81 F.F, 1st C1 J.J. Hickey

Jun 17, 81 Lieutenant Dan Allen

Feb 13, 82 Lieutenant J.J. Johnson

Jan 1, 83 Inspector C.H. Swanson

Jan 15, 83 Captain D.0. McDougle

Jan 15, 83 Lieutenant D.E. YWedmore

Jan 15, 83 F.F. 1st Cl R.R. Luecht

Feb 5, 83 Captain R.R. Blunt

May 21, 83 ILieutenant H.R. Marsh

None
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F.F. 1lst Class
F.F. 1lst Class
F.F, 2nd Class
F.F. 2nd Class

MONTHLY GROSS
INCOME

$ 207.39
245,48
$ 439.26
$ 506,96
$ 360.35
$ 508.75
$ 508.12
$ 579.27
$ 636.18
$ 478,51
$ 390.56
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$

<

L74.35
232.85
649,46
615.61
441,00
476.45
474 .96
543.51
$345.01
$ 556.45
$ 825.49
$1003.86
$ 873.71
$ 677.69
$ 738.83
$ 509.01
$1107.84
$ 855.77
$ 817.03
$ 763.42
$1129.38
$1105.48



CAR NO.
1
2

3
Engine #1

Engine #2
Engine #3
Engine #4
Engine #5

Aero Chief

Squad #1

Water, Search
& Rescue

NOTE s

YEAR
1978
1978
1973
1957

1956
1983
1970
1978

1972

1976

1954

FIRE APPARATUS & MOTOR CARS
December 31, 1984

All apparatus and motor cars have 3-way
Motorola radios except Emergency Unit

CYLINDERS
8

- ON 00

(6)

MAKE
Dodge
Dodge
Ford
FWD

Seagrave

Smeal
Challenger

American
LaFrance

Plierce

American
LaFrance

Dodge

Willis Jeep

TYPE
Chiefs Car
Fire Dept. Car

Fire Dept. Car

750 GPM Cent. Pump
& booster

750 GPM Cent. Pump
& booster

1500 GPM Cent. Pump

1000 GPM Cent. Pump
& booster

1500 GPM Cent. Pump
& booster

1500 GPM Cent. Pump
& booster & 90'
Elevated Platform

High pressure pump,
100 gal. tank

Emergency Unit



ANNUAL REPORT OF THE FIRE PREVENTION BUREAU
YEAR ENDING DECEMBER 31, 1984

The Fire Prevention Bureau was organlzed on September 1, 1937, by actlon of the
City Council. On July 17, 1978, Thomas O. Madden was appointed Chief of the
Bureau, having served as Inspector since July 1, 1970. The Bureau now consists
of two (2) Inspectors.

The Bureau made and supervised a total of 4742 inspections during 1984. Special
effort was made during the holiday season to protect life and property in the
business district and many hazards were removed and corrected as a result of the
work of the Bureau. A year-round program of Fire Prevention was conducted, with
special emphasis during Flre Prevention Week. Investigations were made of false
alarms and fires of ' undetermined or mysterious origin,

BUREAU ACTIVITIES

Hegular Hinspe et lOn S qemters Jares » o5 HaToEens SWENaaN: [ & 4Xags [§e » 5| HEPSe 5] 5] P 5 5] <JFs (M. o35 L4 59
Re-InsPectionsl.llllI.llI..l"Ill'll.....l‘l'l.l.l..l.....ll"l...l.l.l 205
Speclal INSpPectlonS. icseseesasacassasanesesssasasenosansosanansosssss . 78
TOTALIII....IIIll.lll'l...l".ll'll.ll IIIII ® " 0 2 0 % 8 0 @ P89 B8 0 &t PRI " v 6 0 8 00 LN B 4742

Commercial Building InspectionS...eieteecresasassnearesnrssasnsassenses 3387
Industrial InSPeCtiONS. .eessecncesesssvssssssaanesessssssssnssssnnosnss 24
Warehouse INSPectionS.ecveseesessertssesssnssssassestosssssasasannss . 45
Apartment InsSpectionS...veesvecesncssncssascssnssstssssasssansassssscss 200

Nursing Home InsSpectionS..cecesessssssanasseessoscnsseesassscossansosnnse 10
Theater INSPECtIONS. e vevssesrrssoscrossssosnasessssssasatasassasassnsns L
Hospital InspectionS...sseeseveccossasorvonnosnssnonsnsssoses A NS 7
SChOOL INSPECLIONS.esesesvsvossnsesssssstssrssssssssessttsassasssnseseas 09
Church InspectlonS.s e sersssasseaacasssosonossossssssatarsssssssonsssens 27

Garage INnSPecCtionSessseeesosecsersstasetsonassasssststosastsssassnnsons Lsg
Gasoline & 011 Bulk Plant Inspections.....eeeseinesvostccsanenoans e 9
Gasoline & Fuel Tank Installation & Inspections.....cvceeeennsvcanns et 16

Paint Spray Booth InspectionS..sieseeseeessenceossoassosasssassonanonnns 6
Motel InspectionS.veeeeesoesssososossosecsosasassssasossssssnsastsssvsasns 10
Fire Escape InspectionS..ececeecvoossstssascareacsssasaanonns SNGNEISNe [ SEeJeNaNs 59
Service Statlon InsSpectionS...cecsessrssesscnssaresesoasssenncnsnanss e 58
Miscellaneous InsSpectionS..veesessssocsceerosossasessssosrencsnsosssnas 766

TOTAL.'I....II..I.'.'..'l..lll.l.l.I..lll‘ll.l'l.l......llll..ll..ll..'ll.l 4?42
FIRE DEPARTMENT INSPECTIONS

1ST BATTALION 2ND BATTALION 3RD BATTALION
185 216 212 613

CONDITIONS REFERRED TO OTHER DEPARTMENTS

Building Department..eceseeccsvenss o e e e BT o eathed® u B entns spelEhelt o g ‘e 55

Electrical Department......coveevsevcassns e B ameie @ o el AR . XRE .- . 26

Plumbing Department...veevesscevsestsoseassonsnssssansrvsnsessssseassnss 17

Sanitary Department.....civveveossnsacsrsiecasvicsnscees o SJ] SHS® * *1sNs| sEske o o] & 11

PoliceDepatrtmentll‘.llll.‘ll.l...ll.l..l.l.'...'lll.ll.. lllll e 8 0 & 60 0 0 6
NOTICES SERVED

OIders tocomplyl lllll .lllll.lllllllD'..ll.l..lllllll'l.ll. llllllll LI B B 107

Compliance with Corrections Ordered......... 3 TOVal; SHeNaTaTs 3 (HSeNaNs [ &1 sWeTaNale o¥ol o 97

BURNING PERMITS ISSUED. . seusescsosesssassasssnssascsasssavessssssnasssasss 1002
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ORDERS ORDERS

CONDITIONS INVESTIGATED WRITTEN COMPLIED

Improper handling of waste material...........cevvves 7

Combustibles too close to heat source....cevsessssnas 5 5
Extinguishers outdated...seeseesoscsessacrsnsransnnns 64 64
Flammable liquids violationS....eivevcsceasaanssnsass 8 6
New extinguishers needed..s.ceeesercecsctacsaossnnsnnes 46 29
Fire escape in need of repair.ccevesensoncnnscnarnnes 1l 2
Storage blocking sprinkler.c.cccessversnscsnnessnnnes 2 2
Plaster off ceiling in place of business.....sveecase 2 2
Hallways obstructed.seeceesessesossssaracnsnnsnsnsans 8 7
Exit 1ights OUbtueeesececesssosansscnntsssasnsssrosonss 47 41
Over fuzing in electrical panel...cceeesesnnnnnnnnnne 2 2
Improper electrical wiring...eeeearvernccenronrananen 8 8
Emergency lighting out of order......ececenvvunnnnnsee 1 3
Smoke detectors out Of OTAET...eeeesesonssssssannesss 148 113

MISCELLANEQUS CONDITIONS

Exit blocked.seveessaavsossssncns Ghs [+ 3] sHele [5 31 sgepeuene sxexe It 8- 7 7
Exit door locked.eeccesssssssssosassssnsssssanassnesns 1 1
Exit door out of Ordere.vconsoesosssssssccnsansasancs 1 1l
Fire doors out Of OTder.e.sececssscecossnssnsannnsvsne L 4

ADDITIONAL ACTIVITIES OF THE BUREAU

CONDUCTED 31 INVESTIGATIONS OF FIRES: 31 CAUSES ESTABLISHED.
Held safety talks, film presentation and demonstrations on fire extinguishers,
A1l members attended Skywarn classes.
Bureau participated in career days at N.I.A.C.C,
Conducted fire drills for all schools and several businesses.
Attended conferences in Des Molnes.
Attended EMTA classes held at Headquarters.
Assisted county fire organization at manning North Iowa Fair booth.,
Bureau attended Municiple safety meetings.
Held babysitting classes for the Red Cross.
Held talks for the day care centers.
Conducted fire extinguisher surveys for new businesses.
Read and approved blueprints for new construction.
Supervised location and installation of underground fuel tanks.
Investigated underground gasoline leak with the Dept. of Water, Alr & Waste
Management.
Worked with Department on Band Festival Day.
Attended meetings held by Appeals Board for many buildings.
The Bureau participated in a disaster drill.

Respectfully.submitted,

/s/ Thomas O, Madden
Thomas O. Madden, Chief
Fire Prevention Bureau
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FIRE OPERATING REPORT FOR YEAR 1984

ANALYSIS OF ALARMS RECEIVED TOWNSHIP &
IN CITY MUTUAL AID
Verbally.iveeeeersssssassaccnnsosssasasasnssas 7 1
DiSPAtChET e eereeesesaransrsosnsansssssessosss  H79 13
AULO AlaTM.:uveseesennensosossssssssssastoncans 86 5
RadiO.seesvesascsosavossasssanssssensossascnnsss 27 2
TOTAL ALARMS RESPONDED TO IN 1984 599 21
False AlarmS.ceeesessossossossnsssscnnsas 12 0
Alarm Received in A.Miveeeeeenrreonsessss 236 10
Alarm Received in P.Miveveeeerrennsnnenes 363 11
Miles traveled t0 FiT€..iveeeserscnensanasannes 1822.9 221.6
Hours worked at fire.......... teesesseseness  298:16 16:38
Number of fire fighters responding to alarm... 3933 86
Number of pumps operated for booster.......... 77 5
Number of pumps operated for hose line........ 52 3
5" hose used (Feet)iveeroerenesn ceeresssanness 40O 0
3" hose used (Feet)........ ....... ceeiensnsnes 2550 0
24" hose used. (Feet)eecsesosssrovscaassnns sewes 1070 0
13" hose used (Feet).. ivi Seseswes s newan  S400 350
Booster hose used (Feet)..........;........... 12400 - 775
Booster tank used (Gallons)...ecevesesass cese. 11023 3160
Hand pump used (Gallons).....eeeeveesassesess N 65 0
20 Lb., dry powdeTr....... Ceesersereastsa T ey ee e 3 1
Ladders used (Feet)eeeseravsnoencananss ceven.. W48 0
Hydrants used................ ....... et T TMNEY, 15 0
Air Pak used - 30 min.eseeeceranans oL o oJexexele e 134 2
E&J resuscitator used...cvcesersssarsccarsansss . 17 0
Light generator used....... TR Y T Re— 20 0
500 watt light used........ Cernsresasasiesanas 28 0
Smoke ejector used...eveesavenrans e D o 67 0
Fires out on arrival...... Y P — ves 12 0
TYPE OF BUILDING INVOLVED IN FIRE
Reinforced concrete..vievscencnsnas —— L ) 1 0
Stone & Bricke.seasses eeesestsansasariesnnas . 9 0
Iron clad.veceveaoransnans vesrevenas tesvesenns 2 0
Frame........ W I RYSNGH, WY [3 51 4E6 X 9 nenilpe B & Bkt 47 2
Concrete blocK.sseeesss s s ST o s PLSESs e [s #1 s2oKe 8 0
Other than building fires....ieeeveversenancns 27 2
In automobiles, trucks, €tCevevesesassnarsnrns 50 4
Mobile homeS.eeeesesassass tesresssasesennanan : 0 0
EXTENT OF FIRES
Confined tos
Point of origin...... B T L T 137 7
Room of origin....... o SHEEE 12 wonine [ o Xs onlfne T8 11 0
Floor of origin..v.eeeresscs oX=) saiRe [ = snemeRtR® * . 5 0
Building..seseese NSNeEs 1ofs) » (SN [+ ol sHeReE® =l ) 13 1
Extended to ad301ning bulldlng o ¥R SNl [3 4N . 2 0
Extended beyond....cseesees WN: 31 TG » o . 0 0
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VALUATION & LOGOES

TOTAL VALUES
BULLAINgS e v venenerrnonsesssesasonesasncasasnsnsesssesss$218,956,498.00

ContentS.-....‘.. ----- L R B B BRI A N L ...'l'l..ll.ll.l‘$ 4978750 OO
Total of all property involved in fire....................$223 935,248,00

TOTAL INSURANCE
BUILAINES e v e v e verrvnnnosneenssnsnsocsosannesassansonsesss$218,831,848,00
CONteNtSe.eeeerrverrosoncrsnsasossrsssassans cereeseseseses$ 4,807,250,00
Total of all property involved in fire....................$223,639,098.00

TOTAL INSURANCE LOSS
BULLAINES s ¢ ¢ e vt vt nerreneraneroonsroncsannassoasssasesassssd 550,427.00
CONTONLES: o o lousloe obltnalalels o 5ls's 3 o/olel ooia oo agel elone o 5l Belols suspslolsls audle o 157,000.00
Total insured 10SS FOr 1984, . s eetrveerurnnsnrncnvenseannaend 707,427.00

TOTAL INSURED AND UNISURED LOSS
BUulldingSe.eeeecronnsononanans B e o IR ool [ e .$ 553,451,00
CONLENLS S ot ¢ aeis s oimssen sietne s ohenimm e mmEammosame snsdp 157,040.00
Total insured and uninsured 1loss for 1984.....eceevevevees$ 710,491.00

COMPARISON OF LOSSES
LOSS TOT 10831t vunnsesnnnnssronasseossonannssnasssansassd 519,111.00
Loss for 19&' ® 0 5 a9 & 8 0 O % R O 08 08 S B B S PO OO PR DE A PRTS 8 09 6 0B & &0 B oo .$ 710 491 » Oo

AMOUNT OF LOSS PER FIRE NUMBER
NOINBa s v ssesnessnnessonvsnsasnssarnssesosessanssassnsanasossas 58
Less than $5.,00. e eveneneneesssoncsssssssnssssasassssaanes 1
Less than $100.00. ... eeeesosroorsassvescsssasessessssssses 24
Less than $500.00. .. cuceeassenrossscrossssosesssssasassnnes 18
Less than $1,000.00. ... ecesetsascssssssssosssesssescsnssves 9
Less than $5,000.00¢ .0 cceeeccscsasascssssossssccanssnensns 16
Less than $10,000.00..ccc0ecceccarssosscassanssosssssancans L
Over $10,000.000ccctteaesscssnsrosnsosscsssrssssssansnsanae 14

CAUSES OF FIRE 1984

CAUSES OF BUILDING FIRES NUMBER
ATSONeseessssonssesnssssnsnnsssossnssstossessnsanasnsnsosans
Candle-carpPetesccscesssssassvrassssnsscsassssnsssssansosssne
Cigarette-trash..esseeseeosossnsesscecsnsncssossnssnensnns
Cigarette-furniture...eveescveccrsrsonscresassnnssrannasans
Clgarette-hoXeS.sivecesaesrsassssonnssaseassssssananssasnses
Cigarette-bedding..cesveeesneroorrenrsssassanessnsssnonnns
Clgarette-plastiC.ieescssecsersosiossssnsvsosvasnnssncansns
Child w/match-Dedding..ceeeeesocnsessssarssesosasonsansnns
Child W/Match=WOOd. . eessssoessansnsoccacassonnansnssonsans
Cutting torch-vehicle seat.siivierrivnnrnesencnecennnens
Cutting torch-gasoline....s.vsveessccsanrsacosesocscnacs
Electrical short-plastlc..cscsccsecescrcrsesccrssnscsansas
Electrical short-insulation..sicecesvsesosssccesrsonccacnans
Furnace-wicker basket.eceosicecoossonsatsssscsnsosarsansans
Faulty furnace-wood..sveeoovesosssssescossossassssassasscn
Gas heater-seat cushioN..eeveessesessressossscscccncessons
Gas grill-grease.ss.scceesesscsnssnsassssenstnonsastannasas
Heater-fiberboardeseccceesssssosccsencessscsnnsnsascssccsnss
Hot OVeN-greas€...sesesssonasssassccosonssnsrsssnsncssnsonse
Hot lamp~Paperessesssssasecscssssaccsarsnsosssssannsnsnasne
Hot water heater-gasoline....sveeseicassacsessnecanasssens

(10)
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CAUSES OF FIRES 1984

CAUSES OF BUILDING FIRES (CONTINUED) NUMBER
Hot chimney-wood..e.cceeescosessessansnsosnssasanessnsssssnsnns
Hot ember-WoOd.cceaccesrsesssvsessssassssnssessssssossssannea
Hot grease-wWood.seeceecsoosessssassosncsasonosnsssssncsennnos
Improper use of Arop cord-wWOOd.sssessesosvesnssvsesacsssesanas
Light bulb-paper..cceesseecssssassscsssssacsssosssssssssane
Light bulb-agrl pProduct..ccscecsesesscavecnscssnsosnssssrosnns
Lightning-wood..veeeseseoceoscrsssssssctssosansssasassssscns
Light Bulb-wW0O0d::ecseesocscesssssssrssssssosscasanassssansans
Match-gasoline..cveeveosccossnonsesssecsanssssssescasccnonns
Match-COUCh:.esersssosoncensassssosscsassscssnsorsssarssoccase
Match-natural gaS.ceeeessssssecsanssssrvoancassesssssnavens
MatCh=PaPeTectsesesessossacossosssssssosasssosssssnsassonsns
Open flame-WOOd:seseoeccossasosaseossassoscssssrsatssvrsnonces
Open flame-DPapPeTessesasssasesassonrsososssasssssssssossanaasts
Overheated ballast-tar...ssecessarscscessssctossacnnssssanas
Overheated wires-insulatlon....secessvsccsccnsscsnssceessns
Open flame-Tubber..,ssccssesssassrssassnasanscsncasassosnssns
Overheated dryer-clotheS..cessccosssesnsetcsssoossonenescns
Pilot light-clotheS..ceerescucesssescscssssercnsccccsassss
Pilot light-paint fumesS..cccecerervoearrosonsseroasacesccanss
Pilot light-natural gasS..seececssretsscsncssesanesscsenssas
Portable heater-chalir...cceesssenressonaccstcsocssssannnncs )
Pilot light-grease.scescessscsssstscassessscsascssarotnsnnce
Spontaneous combustion-grain.cccecescssseronsrenascrsoncass
Short clrcult-wiring.eiesserseasccrssiennecososancasanansnnns

~--Hood burner-creosotes..sesecssvsssrrsnesscncsrasrenacrorans

CAUSES OF OTHER OUTDOOR FIRES
—- Burning barrel-trash.isccceceessscessssscotsnccenssaceansace
Clgarette-grasS.cssscesccsessesssosssrscracssastsscssnstconns
Clgarette—DpapPer.siessessoesssorssscassssssesssssasastnssssane
Child W/MatCh=ErasS..eseeescossosassssnsnsosnnnnsonssnnases
FlaY@eeeeocnaseacosvsasssasonsssnsstnsssosossosssassssasnsntsss
= Faulty transformer-oll..cccecscascescassssncssssctvorssnsnse
Hot engine-gasoline.s.cesseeecssosasnsnvescnessanssnsensnons
Ma.tch—PaPer..-..................-.......-..-......-........
Ma.tch—tI‘aSh........--.-...........-............-.......-...
Match=grasS.sseeesssosassosessssassenrcrsnnnssrsascsnsascscs
Match-phone bOOK.:.eosesesssassssssassssssasssssscncascerses
Not reportedessevecesessscsessovseesssasasassasvaacsscacnss
Open fire-PapPereissscssstssssossssssccnsassnsrssssssnacsnssnns
Open f1re-WoOd.sseeeeesssnsscsasssosasesnasansssssssnossocncs
Short clrcult-treeeerscecscesssnsrsosnssocssssasssescsannns

CAUSES OF AUTO FIRES
AT SON e s e seessassssososssassasncsssnsosssssssesassssasassssonsss
Auto elec-gasoline..iseseecocosssosssassocanssrasocasansrenee
Auto elec-insulation.ceseoecesesscsssscsssssasssssssssennes
Backfire-gasoline..ceesesosescrsnsnsaresscssssnassscasnocncs
Cigarette-clotheiessseveocvsorsraesccocsrorsncanscnenvancnns
Frictilon-tilreS.:sceosocessoessssossasssssssnsnnorsssasascsannce
Hot mani1fold-gasoline..cesssecoscesssccsnssasocccsssssssonsns
Hot sparks-fuel.ecisecscensconsasessscsssorsansssconncnsscs
Hot engine-gasoline....cecoseanasescocossnosanansncenntnnne
Hot engine-wood:.eicosvsovoessacassosascersnssonsnsccannnes

S R S O o ol L il el el
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TYPES OF PROPERTY INVOLVED IN FIRES 1984

DISCRIPTION NUMBER
ApartmentSacsissrsicinisenssassssunes s vEe s eeesnenes s an 7
AULOS/ETUCKS ECaeereererescecscnosscsssenarassssssassancnns 50
AUuto ShOPiciceeesossetsssoncsnonssnassssosssssssssssrsosonss

Bam.-l.ollo-.u--u..uc....!aO.a.ll.lllvttolunnol.blooolnilil

W
HFHEHFRHRMNOMH

Dwelling.co...Il.Ill..'..l...t.a...llll..t..‘.l.il....ll.ill
Department StOr€.cscesssonsasrsscsssssssssscscrssssssssoscnse
Drive INieiecessocesoasssssosssssnnssssosnansnsasscsacnsnnsssne
Drl-!g Store..ulntull.-lillhll‘.....l‘.lll...'lll..l....a‘..ol
Fla-re.........-..‘un.l'..l..l.l..lll.lll..l.dll..ut.ll-..lll
Grocery StOTCueecrsveasessssnssasassssasasnssnnsssssssassanssas
Garage (private).....s. . seeeissssnsieossvinusssaasii. vais s
GraSSeecscvcasrtnsonetios nabimipessimasuies daersmonssas osaies
Grain Mill....oueeeenavannsossonsassssnnsnsnsanssnnsnnsnssos
Phone BoOKee:sssoseeasassonnasasnssssossassssnsnsssnssansnnnns
Lawn MOWeTeeooosansosessosnnnssssssssesssanssnssnncsnansnsnos

~

LeavVESessssseasesonsrssanssasssnassisibosensnsssosiniseaisions
MOtel.eeuoscoesncnnss it e mdimisnas snaas iadaasmmeneeiviessbes
Mind BlKesessseasavscncosonsnsessssnsscsssasorsssssssncsnsunce
Manufacturingecvececssosssasssessssssarensssasssssasssacnssss
Meat Packing Plant.ecceesercssssessssssesessnssssanscsasccns
Nite Clubeesescscscosnsosssnenasasasnassssassnsssssanesssnnsses
Pump HOUSEeeeevsvavovsnsosnssarsasssssssrssssssssnsssasnsessnse
R.R, Engineescescesonsonssessssscnsosnssssncnssssssassasonsans
SChOOLl.ceeeessccosusncsssssssstnssnsstasessssssssnacssvensnns
S5t0ra8€ BiNuevesesssacenonnnesassssssssrasnssssnsansnssonsasns
Stockyard Bullding.eesssesssssscesoancrvesssasssansnssrsnnsns
T rE€.sasasosssssssasssvesssssssstostsssansnrssnsasesasvsasnas
T raSHeesvosesesscersassossssnsasanssasssasnssnsssssssnssassonsa
Seml Tralleri.cesesacssacaanssrssasnnsnsssssnsasssssssnsosennsns
TransS oY MET e s eosesansosonsnssssssssossssnsssnsansnssnssanusos
P AV leeesesasossnsnaoassssssssssssssnssssssssnsnsessnsnsnases

Trash containeTeecssessrcsssnssasssssnsssessstonsnsssssessavas

NHEHENFERERRERERRSRERHRBRO
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Jan

Jan

Jan

Jan

Fed

Feb

Apr

Apr

Apr
Apr
Apr

Apr

May

May

May

May

Jun

Jun

EMERGENCY, FIRST AID & DEATH CALLS
6s Katrine Erickson, age 6 weeks, found being given CPR & loaded into
ambulance by Snell's. Nothing used.

10s Rieka Weiss, age 66, found conscious & breathing OK. Stood by until
arrival of Snell's,

19¢ Albert Thellen, age 53, found not breathing. Administered CPR, Taken
to Mercy by Snell's,

233 Raymond Michelson, age 66, & wife found trapped in auto. Assisted in
freeing from auto and both taken to Mercy by Snell's., ‘

13: Terry Brierly, Steve Holmes, both 18 in auto accident. DOA. Assisted
Nora Springs Fire Department.

17: Percy Johnson, age 61, found on floor W/Snell's in attendance & giving
CPR, Assisted Snell's W/CPR at scene & enroute to hospital.

2: Lydia Kalous, age 68, found OK. Had been choking on food. Nothing used.
3: Allen Miles, age 51, found DOA after farm accident. Nothing used.
63 Pam Yezek found w/finger caught in desk, freed by Department.

9: Glen Shaver, age 62, found not breathing w/police officer giving CPR.
Dept. took over CPR & assisted Snell's on thelr arrival.

123-Dallas Van Horn, age 72, found w/apparent heart-attack: —Assisted-Snell’'s.
133 Lori Canchola, age 23, found trapped in auto. Used AMKUS tool to free her.

273 Charles Barnish, age 62, found having trouble breathing. Administer oxygen
for about 2 minutes. Taken to North Iowa by Snell's.

2s Clen Robertson, age 72, found conscious in bathroom breathing on his own.
Removed from bathroom by Dept. and transported to North Iowa by Snell‘s.

10s Glenn Bromley, age 58, apparent heart attack. 1 fire fighter accompanied
Snell's w/patient to hospital.

13: 4 men trapped in elevator when doors would not-open. -Taken out top by Dept.

-14¢ Thomas Sherman, age 67, found w/Snell’s in attendance from apparent heart attack.

18: Selena Miller, age 86, found breathing but incoherent. Given oxygen for
" about 8 min. by Dept. Taken to hospital by Snell's.

26s Lucille Henniger, age 75, found not breathing & no heart beat. Given CPR
by Dept. Defibbed by Snell's., Dept gave oxygen for about 8 min. Taken
to Mercy by Snell's. o

3¢ John Holt; age 59, found in labored breathing. Given oxygen till arrival
of Snell's.

16: Dean Koch, age 61, found having trouble breathing. Glven oxygen till arrival
of Snell’s.

20: Velma Van Horn, age 69, found nauseous & overheated. Used inhalator about
2 minutes., Taken to Mercy by Snell's.

26: Margaret Harmon, age 65, found having chest pain & difficulty breathing.
Given oxygen about 15 minutes. Taken to Mercy by Snell's.

2: Robert Bonnell, age 29, found w/heart problem., Used inhalator about 1 min.
Taken to Mercy by Snell's.,

11: Gus Meier, age 62, found w/no pulse. Started CPR & assisted Snell's w/
diffibillation & CPR till arrival at North Iowa.

(13)



Jun

Jul

Jul
Jul
Jul

Aug

Aug

Aug
Sep

Sep

Sep

Oct
Oct
Oct

Nov

Nov

Nov

Dec

Dec
Dec

Dec

EMERGENCY, FIRST AID AND DEATH CALLS

291 Gary Peterson, age 29, injured after fall from bicycle. Assisted until
Snell's arrived and transported to hospital.

13 Kenneth Johnson, age 55, found having difficulty breathing. Had heart
arrest & CPR initiated & continued to Mercy by Snell's.

53¢ Helen Lane had chocked on food. OK on arrival,
8s Byrdie Ollinger, age 84, having difficulty breathing. Give oxygen about 2 min.

15¢ Everett Richardson, age 76, found having difficulty breathing. Glven oxygen
about 3 min., Taken to hospital by Snell’s. -

2t Delores Fowler, age 67, having difficulty breathing. She was taking oxygen
from own supply. Taken to hospital by Snell's.

18t Lyle Bartis, age 76, found having trouble breathing. Given oxygen about 10
min. Taken to hospital by Snell's.

18 Kenneth Johnson, age 55, glven oxygen about 7 min. Taken to Mercy by Snell's.

9: Audrey Miller, age 74, found w/apparent heart attack. Given CPR & oxygen for
about 10 min., Taken to Mercy by Snell's.

16: Alven Larsen, age 50, found having trouble breathing. Given oxygen about
10 min, Taken to hospital by Snell's.

30s Jerry Whitney, age 45, found having chest pains. Snell's presnet on our
arrival & took to hospital.

33 Kenneth Johnson, age 55, given oxygen about 3 min, Taken to Mercy by Snell's.,
3: 2 year old child locked self in bathroom. Freed by Department.

29: Randall Hippen, age 21, found trapped under auto. Attempted to free him but
had to wait for wrecker because of auto position.

10t Sue Bergdale, age 24, found having difficulty breathing. Used inhalator
aout 5 min. Taken to North Iowa by Snell's.

10: 3 year old had foot caught in toilet. Foot released prior to Dept's arrival,

25¢ Terry Hauge, age 36, found having difficulty breathing. Given oxygen about
3 min. Taken to Mercy by Snell's.

2t Henry Legler, age 72, found laying in driveway being given CPR. Dept took
over CPR & continued to hospital w/Snell's.

81 Received alarm for boy on ice in river, Boy walked off, talked to by police.
13: Virginia Kliven, age 51, had fainted. OK on our arrival.

18: Berthwell Bellcourt, age 72, having difficulty breathing. Given oxygen for
about 10 min. Taken to Mercy by Snell's.

(14)



SCHOOL AND DRILL 1984

During the year 1984, a total of 9,043 man hours of supervised school and drill
time were held for the fire fighting force. These covered a varlety of subjects,
as follows:

1. Forcible entry 10, Streets, hydrants & rules

2. Ladder practice 11. Use of smoke masks

3. Salvage overhaul 12. Drills - tower & hose

L4, Fire streams 13. Driving practices

5, Fire apparatus 14, Pump drill-draft & hydrants
6. Hose practices 15. Tactlcal problems

7. Ventilation 16. Company inspection & review
8. First aid & rescue 17. General study,:optional to

9. Knots, tools & equipment Company Officers

REPORT OF FIRE ALARM OFFICE - 1984
ALARM RECEIVED PER DAY AND MONTH

MONTH SUN MON  TUE WED THU FRI SAT TOTAL
Jan 9 3 12 5 5 7 7 51
Feb 2 6 7 12 4 8 10 49
Mar 4 5 12 L 11 10 9 55
Apr 1 5 L 7 7 6 2 32
May 6 7 L 11 8 b L Ly
Jun 13 14 4 L 17 26 9 87
Jul 9 12 8 6 6 2 9 52
Aug 2 9 8 12 11 15 11 68
Sep 7 5 6 2 6 9 7 42
Oct 6 10 9 16 3 7 I 55
Nov 3 7 7 6 7 8 10 48
Dec - 8 4
Total 2 & o F v % % 225
ALARM RECEIVED FOR EACH 8 HOUR FERIOD

8:¢00 AM 4300 PM MIDNIGHT
MONTH TO 4300 PM TO MIDNIGHT TO 8100 AM TOTAL FIRE L0SS
Jan 19 22 10 51 $ 30,653.00
Feb 29 14 6 49 59,506.00
Mar 22 21 12 55 131,688.00
Apr 12 10 10 32 140.00
May 18 13 13 i 112,287.00
Jun 32 30 25 87 10,780.00
Jul 23 19 10 52 10,613.00
Aug 25 34 9 68 8,382.00
Sep 17 18 7 L2 79,780.00
Oct 23 19 13 55 31,568.00
Nov 20 18 10 48 112,894.00
Dec 22 10 5 37 116,200.00
TOTAL 262 228 130 620 $710,491.00

(15)



REPORT OF FIRE ALARM OFFICE - 1984 (CONT'D)
ALARM RECEIVED BY HOUR

MORNING HOURS NUMBER AFTERNOON & EVENING HOURS  NUMBER
12300 (Midnight) - 12159 22 12:00 (Noon) - 12:59 30
1:00 - 1359 21 1:00 - 1159 30
2300 - . 2159 19 2100 - 2159 23
33100 - 3159 10 3:00 - 3859 37
4300 - 4159 13 L:00 - 4559 34
5800 - 5159 9 5100 - 5159 35
6100 - 6159 19 6:00 - 6159 37
7800 - 7159 18 7300 - 73159 32
8100 - 8159 24 8:00 - 859 28
9100 - 9159 25 9:00 - 9159 30
10400 - 10359 33 10500 - 10259 31
11:00 - 11359 11:00 - 11:59 27
TOTAL MORNING ALARMS 28% 7L

TOTAL ALARM 620

MUTUAL AID ALARMS

Assistance to Clear Lake Fire Department 3
Assistance to Nora Springs Fire Department 2
Asslistance to Rockwell Fire Department 2

TOTAL MUTUAL AID ALARMS 7

(16)



NATIONAL FIRE PROTECTION ASSOCIATION
ANNUAL FIRE SURVEY

1984
ALL ALARMS AND FIRES
ITEM TYPE OF INCIDENT NUMBER ESTIMATED LOSS
1. Fires in buildings 67 $672,194,00
2. Fires in motor vehlcles 50 35,497.00
3. Fires in rubblsh, brush 10 None
L, Other outdoor fires 17 2,800.00
5. TOTAL ITEMS 1-4 144 710,491.00
6. Malicious false alarms 12 None
7. All other alarms L4eh None
8. TOTAL ITEMS 5-7 620 710,491.00
9. Fires in Christmas trees & decoratlons 0 None
10. FIRE CASUALTIES FIREMEN OTHERS
Killed 0 0
Injured 5 7

BREAKDOWN OF FIRES IN BUILDINGS

ITEM OCCUPANCY i NUMBER L0OSS

11. Apartments 7 $ 14,810,00
12, Dwelllngs 30 270, 644,00
13. Hotels & Motesl 1 None

14, Other residential 11 21,397.00
15. Institutlons 0 None

16. Schools & Colleges 1 19,233.00
17. Public assembly 3 135,000.00
18, Stores, offices & other commercial 5 44,990.00
19, Manufacturing 6 176,020,.00
20, Storage 3 80.00
21. Mobile homes 0 None

22, Miscellaneous 0] None

CITY POPULATION 1980 CENSUS: 30,100

(17)
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I wish

CONCLUSION

to express my sincere thanks tos

Mayor and City Council for their support and cooperation in the
operation of the Flre Department.

Members of the Civil Service Commission, the Board of Trustees of the
Fire Retirement system, and to all Department Heads within the City.

Members of the varilous inspection departments within the City for their
cooperation and assistance to the members of the Fire Prevention Bureau.

The Citizens of the City of Mason City for fine cooperation with the
Fire Prevention Bureau and Inspectors of the Fire Department.

The Globe Gazette and radio and television stations for the liberal
space and time given to the true and accurate reporting of all fires.

Members of the Mason City Police Department for excellent cooperation.

Each and every member of the Mason City Fire Department for promptness
and efficiency in the performance of thelr dutles.

Sincerely,

Ron Van Horn, Chlef
Mason City Fire Department
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RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE CHIEF

During the year of 1984,-as far as commercial building constructlon was
concerned, Mason City was really on a roll. Our Fire Prevention Bureau
staff worked real diligently, reviewing not only the blueprints of new
bulldings, but also making on site inspections to make sure that fire
safety requirements were carrled out, while still making their routine
fire inspections, that are required, of the other commercial, industrail
and institutional builldings of our community.

The Fire Prevention Bureau was also assigned another task, that of assist-
ing the City Building Inspector, making a percentage of inspectlons in
the Rental Housing Inspection program. We are very fortunate to have
three (3) full time fire inspectors in our Fire Prevention Bureau. I
recommend that we never reduce this number as this should be the minimum

staffing of this Fire Department division.

In June 1984, because of the city's economic probelms, we terminated one
(1) fire fighter. We now have three (3) battalions (shifts) of fire
fighters, two (2) battalions have eleven (11) fire fighters each and one
(1) battalion has ten (10) fire fighters. It is my recommendation that
we hire a person, to restore all three (3) battalions to eleven (11) men
each, in the near future, so that we will have three (3) battalions of
equal manpower strength.

Respectfull submitted,

Rm Ucu\ k\w’w

Ron Van Horn
Chief of the Department
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