ANNUAL REPORT
MASON CITY FIRE DEPARTMENT
YEAR ENDING DECEMBER 31, 1985



January, 1986

The Honorable Dr. Stan C. Romans, Mayor
City Hall
Mason City, Iowa

Dear Mayor Romans: -

I have the honor to submit to you herewith the ANNUAL REPORT of the Mason City
Fire Department foir the year ending December 31, 1985. This is my sixth and
the Seventy Sixth annual report of the Fire Department.

This report will show in detall the record of operation, alarms, valuation,
insurance, and losses on fire which the Department responded to during the
year. The informailon contalned herein is almost entirely compiled within -
the corporate limlis of the City and Township alarms except for dollar figures
which are based on City valuations and losses only. Mutual aid calls will
appear occasionally in this report.

The fire loss for 1985 was somewhat lower than last year®'s. The 1985 fire loss
of $506,725 is a 1ittle higher than the ten (10) year average of our fire losses.
Although I believe good fire fighting prevailed, in most of the large dollar
fire loss incidents, there was a delay in the reporting of the fires, allowing
the fires to become conslderably larger and generating more heat and smoke,

thus contributing to the larger dollar loss. I attribute this dollar fire

loss to two (2) restaurant fires that amounted to $183,498.

AW Drive Inn 1707 S. Federal $150,000

Pizza Hut 2117 4th S.W. $ 33,498

and three residential fires that sustained $124,000 worth of fire loss:
1104 2nd S.W, $50,000

324 South York $30,000

804 North Federal $44,000

If you wish additional informatlon pertaining to the Department, i1t will be
supplied to you upon request.

All insured losses herein are the adjusted losses received from the insurance
ad justers whenever possible.

Respectfully submitted,

f{%m (/ﬁm Ho b

Ron Van Horn, Chief
Mason City Fire Department
Mason Clity, Iowa

RVHikfv
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PERSONNEL
Mason City Fire Department
Yoar Ending December 31, 1985

Chief of the Department.cccsecesssssossassosssssossnsasssssnsasscsnosssnssses
Asslstant Chief.icivesvecsoornosrsosossasasscossssssessassnsossssacsassnsnsans
Chief of Fire PreventioNeeeseessoesesoossssoesssevssosessarssossnssassossanosns
Captain of the Depirtment..ceceveassssascscacasssscosassessconsvarssnsessascns
Inspectors of the JUTeAUs.cssssssesscstssnsssssssssssnsrosasssnscssesnsosos

[ )WER\NIER GV L

Lieutenant of the Departmentieccececveossssnsssossssvsssosscsarssonsannosons
Fire Fighter FArst ClassS...eesvesseesscssccossssssscsosrososssassascsnssane 23
" Fire Department Rezord Clerk (Civilian).eceeessescccsesesssosensasssasnsans 1
Total personnel, all gradeS....sce.e. 38
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FIRE DEPARTMENT ORGANIZATION - 1985

KENNETH E. KEW, MAYOR

COUNCIL PUBLIC HEALTH & SAFETY COMMITTEE

James Thompson, Chalrman
Kenneth Shadle
Roger Watson

-

Gerald M. Tatum
Asslstant Chief

Ron Van Horn

Chief of Department

Thomas 0., Madden

Chief of Fire Prevention

& Drillmaster Bureau
Robert H, Arndt Robert P. Lofing
Fire Department Inspectors
The Department has three Battalions, each composed of:
Engine Co., No. 1 Engine Co. No. 4 Squad No. 1

Engine Co. No. 5
Aero Chief

Engine Co. No. 2
Engine Co. No. 3

BATTALION PERSONNEL

FIRST BA'TALION SECOND BATTALION

Captain Richard llalsh George Piexrson
Lieut. Norman Chase Larry Kuhl

Allen Myl:lestad Fredrick Lehmann
Fire Roger Poouhl Larry Harrington
Fighter William Trask ! David Balek

Kenneth Christensen
Robert Allen

Kurt Morud

Mark Christiansen
George Platts

Albert Dietz
Reggle Willson
Kenneth Lincicum
Raymond lood
Jerry Bergdale
Larry Me¢gers

FINE DEPARTMENT RESORDS CLERK (CIVILIAN)
Karl Vaughn

Emergency Unit

THIRD BATTALION

Dennis Scott
Lyle Battleson
Max Hubbimd
Spencer Weaver
James Koch
Claude Funk
Randy Wedmore
Robert Skellenger
James Borger
Alan Alman
Michael Dosen



NAME AND RANK

CHIEF
Ron Van Horn

ASSISTANT CHIEF
Gerald M. Tatum

CHIEF OF FIRE PREVENTION BUREAU

Thomas 0. Madden

CAPTAINS

George R. Plerson
Richard M. Walsh
Dennis 0, Scott

INSPECTORS
Robert H. Arndt
Robert P, Lofing

LIEUTENANTS

Norman J. Chase
Lyle J. Battleson
Larry L. Kuhl

Max K. Hubbard
Fredrick J. Lehmann

Allen J. Myklestad

FIRE FIGHTER FIRST CLASS
Larry P. Harrington
Roger J., Poohl

David C. Balek
Spencer W. Weaver
James J. Koch
Kenneth A, Christensen
Clauwde L. Funk
William L, Trask
Randy C. Wedmore
Robert J. Allen
Albert B. Dietz

Kurt W. Morud

Reggie D, Wilson
Robert L. Skellenger
James J., Borger
Kenneth R. Lincicum
Alan S. Alman

Mark A. Christiansen
Raymond E. Wood
Michael M. Dosen
Jerry L. Bergdale
Larry L., Meggers
George R. Platts

RECORDS CLERK (CIVIL:AN)
Karl F. Vaughn

DATE PROMOTED
APPOINTED TO RANK
Feb 1, 56 Jun 2, 80
Aug 16, 64  Jul 1, 80
Jan 1, 56 Jul 10, 78
Nov 16, 62 Sep 4, 75
Jan 7, 63 Feb 12, 83
Sep 16, 65 Mar 5, 83
Jun 1, 63  May 5, 77
Apr 1, 59 Nov 24, 78
Feb 5, 64 Sep 14, 81
Oct 16, 65  Mar 4, 82
Apr 28, 70 Jan 12, 83
Oct 28, 70 Feb 12, 83
Aug 4, 70 Mar 5, 83
Feb 26, 73 Jun 7, 83
Jun 1, 66 Jun 1, 68
Aug 16, 66 Aug 16, 68
Mar 1, 67 Mar 1, 69
May 16, 68 May 16, 70
Jun 2, 70 Jun 2, 72
Aug 4, 70 Aug 4, 72
May 25, 71 May 25, 73
Oct 3, 72 Oct 3, 74
Feb 26, 73 Feb 26, 75
Feb 26, 73 Feb 26, 75
Feb 26, 73 Feb 26, 75
Oct 1, 73 Oct 1, 75
Jun 3, 74 Jun 3, 76
Oct 8, 74 Oct 8, 76
Sep 5, 75 Sep 5, 77
May 9, 77 May 9, 79
Jun 6, 78 Jun 6, 80
Dec 1, 78 Dec 1, 80
Aug 11, 80  Aug 11, 82
May 16, 81 Feb 16, 84
Oct 5, 81 Jun 5, 84
Mar 5, 83 Mar 5, 85
Apr 5, 83 Apr 5, 85
Oct 20, 75
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NAME

Larry L. Meggers
George R. Platts

DATE OF
PENSION OR
RETIREMENT
Cct 1, N
Oct 27, 53
Oct 1, 54
Aug 1, 61
Nov 1, 63
Feb 1, 64
Maxr 2, 66
Feb 1, 67
Feb 1, 69
Apr 18, 69
Bl

Jun 1, 70
Nov 1, 83
Jun 15, 70
Aug 1, 70
May 1, 71
Oct 1, 72
Feb 11, 73
Aug 31, 73
Sep 21, 74
May 17, 75
Apr 12, 77
Jun 30, 78
May 2, 80
Feb 1, 81
Jun 17, 81

PROMOTIONS & APPOINTMENES

DATE FORMER RANK
F.F. 20d Class |
F.F. 2nd Class ﬂ‘

Mar 5, 85
Apr 5, 85

PROMOTED TO RANK

MEMBERSHIP ON PENSION AND REFTREMENT

RANK HELD AT TIME
OF RETIREMENT

Widow of Fireman lst Cl
Widow of Fireman 1lst Cl

Lieutenant

Fireman 1lst Cl

Widow of Chief
Fireman 1lst Cl
Fireman 1lst Cl

Sup Flre Prev Bureau
Captain

Fireman lst Cl

Widow of Chief
Lieutenant

Widow of Fireman 1lst Cl

Fireman 1lst Cl
Lieutenant

Fireman 1lst Cl
Fireman lst Cl
Fireman 1lst Cl

Widow of Fireman lst Cl

el
r‘p
NAME@
Mrs. W. McGrath
Mrs. B. Flelds
M.A. Lauen |
F.0. Grelk
MRS. A.B. Arnold
L.M. Powers!
J.J. Carroll
H.E. Schurtz
J .K. Cunnlngham
L.E. Gardinier
Mrs. Gall Plerce
E.J. Fritz
Mrs. L.A. Arnold
L.H. Moore
Frank Hesse
M.M. Dosen
D.J. Reardon
W.M. Berry
Mrs, W.H. Cunningham

F.F. 1lst Class
F.F. 1st Class

MONTHLY GROSS
INCOME

Captalin Louis V. Rice
Captain V.A. Lauer
Lieutenant M.B. Gerdes
Chief of Fire Prev Bureau J.H. Bender
Chief J.H. Holt
F,F. 1lst Cl J.J. Hickey
Lieutenant Dan Allen
Lieutenant J.J. Johnson
Inspector C.H. Swanson
Caytain D.0. McDougle
Lieutenant D.B. Wedmore
F.F. 1st Cl R.R. Luecht
Captain ° R.R. Blunt
Lieutenant H.R. Marsh

RETIREMENTS

None

(5)

§ 215.72
$ 254,84
455.26
517.67
374.67
527.47
; BR6 .54
604.37
657.27
L97.23
404,88
494,35
242,21
673.35
635.60
459.72
490.37
493,68
562,23
345,01
577.54
852,07
1037.32
902.35
696,41
758,83
606,01
1135.96
876 86
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CAR NO.
1
2

3
Engine #1

Engine #2
Engine #3
Engine #U4
Engine #5

Aero Chief

Squad #1

Water, Search
& Rescue

NOTE s

YEAR

1985
1978
1978
1957

1956
1983
1970
1978

1972

1976

1954

FIRE APPARATUS & MOTOR CARS
December 31, 1985

All apparatus and motor cars have 3-way
Motorola radios except Emergency Unit

CYLINDERS

4

8
8
6

(6)

MAKE
Dodge
Dodge
Dodge
FWD

Seagrave

Smeal
Challenger

American
La France
Plerce

American
LaFrance

Dodge

Willis Jeep

TYPE
Chiefs Car
Fire Dept. Car
Fire Dept. Car

750 GPM Cent. Pump
& booster

750 GPM Cent. Pump
& booster

1500 GPM Cent. Pump

1000 GPM Cent. Pump
& booster

1500 GPM Cent. Pump
& booster

1500 GPM Cent. Pump
& booster & 90°'
Elevated Platform

High pressure pump,
100 gal. tank

Emergency Unit



ANNUAL REPORT OF THE FIRE PREVENTION BUREAU
YEAR ENDING DECEMBER 31, 1985

The Fire Prevention Bureau was organized on September 1, 1937, by action of the
City Council. On July 17, 1978, Thomas O. Madden was appointed Chief of the
Bureau, having served as Inspector since July 1, 1970. The Bureau now consists
of two (2) Inspectors.

The Bureau made and supervised a total of 4000 inspections during 1985. Special
effort was made during the holiday season to protect life and property in the
business district and many hazards were removed and corrected as a result of the
work of the Bureau. A year-round program of Fire Prevention was conducted, with
speclal emphasis during Flre Preventlon Week. Investigatlons were made of false
alarms and flres of undertermined or mysterious origin.

BUREAU ACTIVITIES
Regular InspectlonS.sessessessssoransssssasssnscsssnssonsassnsenssasesd??l
Re~Inspectlons.  coueesveessasscssesssssasssasssssannacrssssssssssacass 150
Special InspectlonS.eccscsssassasnasnassossasassssssssesnssssssassssane 79

TOTAL..Il.l.‘l.lll...'l.llIl..l.ll.l.l‘..I.ll....l.l....'.l‘llllllll.l'.l.lu'ooo

Commercial Building InspectionS..eecesessiossssernscssennossnssansssesa2825
Industrial InspectionS.ieeeceeevsessasssssosssosesnncrassssssssosssccss O
Warehouse INnspectionS.eeceesscserorvosocrssvssoroosrassssassncsasssoes I
Apartment InspectionS.isvesivreostsrisescovonossonnavsssonasonnsansnsnsse 232
Nursing Home InsSpections...civveeresososnonsseessorosororssnsnsannscas 16
Theater InspectionsS...icecesisnsossscaosocsssarssosscessssnonsssssnsnonss 5
Hospital InspectionSeseececerecsoressanssecssasssasssssnassanncsnsnnnse U
School InspectlonS.ccecceenctasssctononssaseesntssassssibosiasnnsssenns 73
Church InspectionSe.sseseeievescesroasosssasessncnssasssnssssssasansseces 26
Garage INnSpectionS..esesseserassosrsssssneososssnsassrnssenssnsasnsones 4
Gasoline & 011 Bulk Plant InspectionS..sceseseessasssessossssncoannossa 1
Gasoline & Fuel Tank Installation & InspectlonS.s.ecseevecsevnssnseeee b
Paint Spray Booth Inspections..cveeierstesscesescnenrossassiassnesseose 0O
Motel InspectlonS..csescrsnerstostooconessnescssonsnsonsnossnssassnssnss 0
Fire Escape InspectionS.eciseisnosocesonnesossnsrenssosnnessenoarssnses 2
Service Statlon InspectlonS.ieeceessrersertnossosrsacavesssssssessnnsees 29
Miscellaneous InspectionS..scseecscsrseosessnssossncosssnssossassssnssas O77

TOTAL.I'.II...I'..lllll....I..Il..l..‘.l...ll.ll..l.llll"l.lllll.llll..llluooo
FIRE DEPARTMENT INSPECTIONS
1ST BATTALION 2ND BATTALION 3RD BATTALION TOTAL

136 204 320 660

CONDITIONS REFERRED TO OTHER DEPARTMENTS
Building Department ., ceoeeviesocssssesanororoansnosssosnsasssacessssae U6
Electrical Departmentececceeeeesoosesesssosrssersssosssncsaassaosnnssenses 20
Plumbing Departmentecseesetossocsssosossassoscosnssssasssssassasassssass 13
Sanitary Departmente.cevosscecensostosssssssssssscesesssesnanssonsonnas 2
Police Department.cevecessssonoesosssanesasesssssnssonssessnssasesasse O

NOTICES SERVED
orders toComplylllllll'll‘ll.ll.l.Il.l.lll.l..lll.l'l_llIII..II.‘.II'I 58
Compliance with Correctlions Ordered..esivscesscosessastsnansssnsnsaces T4

BURNING PERMITS ISSUED-........o-------uonc.o..--.-..-'no-.-o-au--.-.-..-..1'4'8?
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ORDERS ORDERS

CONDITIONS INVESTIGATED WRITTEN COMPLIED
Improper handling of waste material...veeeeeevsnacsoas 2 3
Combustibles too close to heal Scource.sieesessscecsss 5 L
Extinguishers outdated.sseseesesernsassonssecscnsassss 14 14
Flammable liqulds violationS.issseessecesocesoocnnannas 1 4
New extinguishers neededs.sesessossosesaosssessnssnnas 29 a4
Fire excapes in need of repalriceeevievscenccanscannns 1 1
Storage blocking sprinkler....svesessescssosossacsnses b 4
Plaster off celling in place of business.....ceacsnnee 1 1
Hallways obstructed..scessocssssensosssssasssasanosnas 8 8
Exit lights outisuievierernsnresnansasasssossesnssnans 25 33
Overfuzing in electrical panel.:..iieveisvencrevennnans 2 1
Excesslve grease in KkitcheN.icieveseeensssassansscssaas 2 0
Improper electrical Wiring..evecessesassserossasncscns 5 6
Emergency lighting out of orderec.issesessessssonsansnes 6 6
Smoke detector out Of OrdeTeesecossscasssocssasossnnce 15 34

MISCELLANEQUS CONDITIONS
Exit door out Of Ordereeceesestescsssssssnnceossarasans 1l 1
Inspection hecle in celling needs coveredssssssevossnss 1 1

ADDITIONAL ACTIVITIES OF THE BUREAU

CONDUCTED 25 INVESTIGATIONS OF FIRES: 25 CAUSES ESTABLISHED.
Attended meeting held by the appeals board.
Investigated underground gasoline leaks with the Department of Water, Alr
and Waste Management.
Supervised location and installation of underground fuel tanks.
Read and approved blueprints for new construction.
Conducted Fire Extinguisher surveys for new businesses.
Held talks for the Day Care Centers.
Attended Municiple Safety meetings.
Assisted County Fire Organization at manning the booth at the fair,
Attended EMT-A classes at headquarters.
Conducted fire drills for all schools and several buslnesses.
Attended the Wellness program.
Attended Arson classes held by the State Fire Marshal.
Bureau participated in Career Days at NIACC.
Attended meetings held for the housing code.
Held safety talks, film presentation and demonstration on fire extinguishers
for many organlzations,
Attended class at Interstate Power on gas detection.
The Bureau made 126 housing inspections.

Respectfully submitted,

/s/ Thomas 0. Madden
Thomas O. Madden, Chief
Fire Prevention Bureau
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FIRE OPERATING REPORT FOR YEAR 1985
ANALYSIS OF ALARM RECEIVED

TOWNSHIP &
IN CITY MUTUAL AID
Verballyes seveeossorssassennssossnssnnsnsssnss 1% 2
DiSPAtCheTe s s aerensssssosnessasssasssaancenss U2 17
AUuto 2laTMe«soeeesroenssassnnssssnssssscasasess 101 5
Ra.diO...-.....-.............o.........-....--. 37 1
TOTAL ALARMS RESPONDED TO IN 1985 516 25
Palse AlaYMSesssessesescvosncessscssnnnnse 5 0
Alarm Recelved In A.Mecesrssnesvsassessss 219 9
Alarm Recelved in P.Misesecesscorsnsonnas 357 16
Miles traveled tO FiT€u.veveesooorsonsssesssss 18481 259.8
Hours worked at FiTC.seeesseocsasescscosnsoess 302810 21159
Number of fire fighters responding to alarm... 3965 104
Number of pumps operated for boosteree.eesssss U5 6
Number of pumps operated for hose line.ssseees 65 3
5" hose llsed iFeet;....lll.l....l......l.lll.. uoo 0
3' hose used (Feet)eissscecssnssessacsssssssnse 1050 0
2.“ hose used Feet)oeceeosscnsocrossassssssasse 150
13" hose used (Feet)sisssersesncssosrnsansssss B450
Booster hose used (Feet).eirsessssssssssassees 7050
Booster tank used (GallonS)eeesssesscssssessss29170
Hand pump used (GallonS)essssececesosscscssssee 12945
20lbdryPo"der.......OOIl....II.....IOI.'!l. 3
Ladders used (Feot)eessesrsssassessnssessccees 279
Hydmw used".ll‘...'.....lllO..l..ll...ll'l ’4’
AirPakused-30min..-......-....-...-.-u.. 68
E&J resusclitator used..cesssssscscassscoasonsss 5
Light generator usediesssesosesesssccsccassses 20
SOOwatt light used....l.'l'...'l...'l.ll...'. 23
Smoke ejector used.,............-.-.......--.. 73
Fires out on arrivalecececsssssssssssssssassee 28

TYPE OF BUILDING INVOLVED IN FIRE
stone & Bnck.'...II.‘l..........'.'.'IIQIDI.. 5

o

N

oE

~\n o

[eNoNe]
\n

CO0OO0CO0OOOO0OQON

Imn c]-ad-.l.l-..‘lll.lI....l..'.l'...ﬂ..llll.. 1
Fra.me.----o-o.-.-.-..-..---..o-...--.-o.u----. 59
COncrete block.lloll..llttll!.ccu..io..o.l.loc 9

Other than bullding fireS.cievivescsssasesesss 29
In automObiles' truCRS' etCaessstssnossnssecas 48
Mobile homes..ll..'..l....l...'.l..I“........ 2

EXTENT OF FIRES
Cogfined tos
Point of originEIOIOI...Ill.ll.ll.lll.ll. n?
~ Room of Origin,eceescsesccvesscnccnassons 19
| Floor of origiNeecsesesssesvsscsonncsones L
9
Iy
0

OWONONOO

Building..".‘.'.l..l..l..I.....'.....’..
Extended to acd.joining bullding.escecesecen
Extended beyond.--..a....................

OCOoOHFHFOW
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VALUATION & LOSSES

TOTAL VALUES
BUildingSo...-...-...-..-..p...-.--......o.-.----..u.-.-.--......$6u,330.420.00
Contentsll.l.l..ll....ll.l.l...l-llll.ll.l'.l.lllll.ll"lll....ll$ 8.636.950.00
Total of all property involved In fiT€eeecreeresvsvoonsonnennosan $72,967,370.00

TOTAL INSURANCE
Buildings.........-.a-o--,....---.--...........-.@...---.--......$64.304.720.00
CONteNtS. s creeaerssrcersscssssssnsassssnsesansscssscassanssassseed 8,617,180,00
Total of all property involved in fire...ecevsssecsesssccscesssss$72,923,900,00

TOTAL INSURANCE LOSS
Buildings--.-.....--..................---..-----.-..---..---.....$ 313.986-00
contents.llloll..lll..lll.ll.ll.'....l..l.ll.'....ll..ll...ll.'l.$ 175'1?9'00
Total insured 1088 fOr 1985.iccesencstonsnnssrnsesassssccsssanessd 489,165,00

$
$
$

TOTAL INSURED AND UNINSURED LOSS
Buildings."lIC...IUID.I.I.I.'lll...l...'.l..l.I....llllll..l.l..
contentsl.ll.l....l..l......l..llll.l.lllll..llllI....llll....l'.

Total insured and uninsured 1loss for 1985....scessecsscssasososss

COMPARISON OF LOSSES
Loss for 19%'...!...'l...'.lll.l......l'.ﬂl.....'.I".l.llll.ll.$ 710'491.00
Inss for 1985.!.'!......ll..lll..l...l.I'l.‘l.‘..'llO.l.lllll'l..$ 506'725.00

AMOUNT OF LOSS PER FIRE NUMBER
HOMNB e e soessnascnseonesessbmmeesimiiesnsvubessfbinnms sme s s ayissene spms s 58
hss tm $5.00......'."..I..'. @ 9P S A8 0860 0SB OA0 A0 SADBSORN TR OSSR DOE 0
Less than $100.00a cueessenumibe vaesans oo siainsioninins smasssonassessss 25
Iess than $500,00. ceecsscostvesnsossansesonsossnessnsssasionaisares 31
IBSS t}m $1.000.00. e 000 OB A BOREDOSSBOIGSEORDRRBEREPROGEOERBRDOBEOGEDOBREBOOSELESOPBDEES ?
Less than $5.000-00-o-o.oocco-uoool---c--oo-ou.oanoooo-.a-o--.--. 13
hss than $10. 000. oo. LR I I I B BN BN R RN B R RN BB B B B KRN BB BN B NN BE RN BN BN BN BN R RN BN AN B BN B BN N ) 7
Over $10'000.00. B0 00 088088 8EADRDROed RSP0 O RSB Re BRSNS 12

CAUSES OF FIRE 1985

330,551.00
176,179.00
506,725.00

CAUSES OF BUILDING FIRES
Arson.-........................--....-...........................
Adheslve fumes-fUIrnaceesisseesescssecstensacssasrensessrsvscnssns
Backfire-gasoline. coeseesercasssesensernsnonnsosneasssasnssccosones
Candle—plastiu.-......-..-.--.................-........-.........
Charcoal-WOOdo.......-.............-..-.-..-............-....-...
Cigarette-MattreSS.................-.............................
Cigarette-Chair..--....---..........-..-..--..-..-.-........-.-o-
Cigarette-sofﬂ..............--.....-....-..--...............-..-.
Cigarette-Papur.......-..--.................-.............-......
CigaIette—Clo%hES-..........-.-.-.......---.-.....-..--..........
C1garette-31rds NeStievssessusaessnsnsnciionansimoviinosstonsennss
Cigarette lighter-Beddingescseeesscecencssrsssscsccasscnsnsssansas
Clgarette lighter-paper..cssccssccesssosnnssansnncnns s sWaionsanaas
Child w/match--Cardboard..ceeeeesssosaressosocecnss boetrsancenses
Child w/match-Bedding...seessssosssssnassecsssonssrostsssrnnosons
Child H/match"Paper..-........................................-..
Dryer burner—Lint-..-........-..-.-...-.-.......u...........-...-
Blec short-Wooeeseocoseosasssssosenstsassssseronsssssnonsrsncnes
Elec short-Insulatlon.sscsocseessecncscsssscssassssenasssasssnsns
Flreworks-Wootle ccceveessccnoscraorsncsosssssnscsssasssesssnossane
Friction—match1......-....-.‘........-...-.......................
Friction—WOOd-...-..........-.......o...........--...............
Hot Ohimneyhcreosote.o....-....-...-..-...-....-...-........-....
Hot chimney-wood..............-..-........-.-....................
Hot aSh-HOOduo-ooo---oo-nn-ooon---tono.o-olno---.-o-.no----ou-o--

(10)
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CAUSES OF FIRE 1985

CAUSES OF BUILDING FIRES (CONTINUED)
Hot “ater heater-Laundry bag....---.--..o.......-...........
Hot stove-Cooking 01l..ececeveescroncsnnossossorsssssnsonsons
Hot stove-Plastic tube...sceescesssncssscaasssscossscsssnnns
Hot ember-Pot holder..scsesveesssossrsssacasssssssosccncsnces
Hot englne-Pader..scesssserssssssessssssssansscassascsssasnns
HOt dIyer—DOg fOOd.......-........o...-..-..c..-...-....--..
Lite bulb-S1ding.eeeceseecsssccssssosssassavassnessssasenosne
Lightningwwoud..-....-....-..........--.-..n.............-..
Match-Clothing.cesessosesrosasnassssssassssosscsassscsssscass
MatCh-HOOd..--...............-.-.;.......-...-......-...-...
MatCh-Paint FUMEB e esecrsasssssnssanssonsovessssssssssssascans
Overheated dryer-Gasket....seseesosessosssssosossccnsasasanse
Overheated dryer-Mop headS.c.coscvsecsosscassonnssnsssenconns
Pverheated pPail-Grease..cesessscsssssscccsssovonssossssonoses
Overheated motor-filters.....--.-.......-...................
Open flame-PaPer.....-....-..----.-...o..-.-................
Open £lame-CruioSO0te.eccscsssesoossassassccsssssssassosnsssnscns
Open flame-Clothing..eceveeocstssesassonssssaarssanrssaensss
Open flame-Pencll.esosesataosrteosasscosnossosssnsssosnonas
Propane torch--Paperssscccscesssescssssensssssssscscansanasss
Pilot lite-Natural E8S.cceeseescsstasssscsccesssssanssosnsnacsse
Portable heater-Rubber..cccececscosososnsssssssssssssssasnse
SparK-PapPeT .. coovsssssssassossssscsesncosnssonsvasssssssssncnooe
Spark-Creosottesssascesscerssssssssesssssessssescsssasssoncs
Spontaneous combustion-RagsS..seesessssnsssesasscccrscsonenes
SUSPLCIOUS. st iveteesnnssessssssasescsscsessssssanssonsnssnes
Short circult-Furnlture.ccacccsscsssossossoscssssossossacssons
Short cilrcult-Woodieeeeeesoseosesesssssssossossssoscesssnsans

CAUSES OF OTHER OUTDOOR FIRES
BaCkfire-838011ne....-...--..............-....--.....-...--o
Blectric short-Gasolinei.eceescsvoevsrsossososccsssossosanss
Corn Stubble-Cigarette.........-.-.....o.........-....-.....
Cigarette—Wood.......................................-......
Clgarette-WeelBssiesrsoesssssrsosrssrssncsasnsscncoscscsosssnns
Cigarette-GrainSeseeseoescssanoorssssnssassssrescsossnssacsns
Electric short-Insulation.ecescessssscscscsosncscasosassassasses
Electric spark-Gasolineescceeesessccsossvoscsanssssssonsosse
EBxcess heat-TaTeecccscssossossssssscsssssssonssosssssssosssscs
Heater-WOOd......................-..........................
Hot englne~GriusSSsseesoesssssecssssrsossscosssssessosassssassans
Hot grill—GreuSG..............--....-.....-.-...-..-.-......
HOt ash‘Trashco.oto'ono-.l-llnnu.n--loc--.lo--onoloclo-.n-.o
Heater—"ood.................................................
Match-NeWSPaPOXe.tsesseoasossasnssosssssrsssavscsssassssssnas
Match—TraSh..........-......-......-........-..--..-..-.....
Match—WOOd............--..--..-...-....-........-.....-.....
Match-MattresSiescossensosesssesnvsossasssasssassssscsossoscca
Match—BIOOm..................-....-........-...-............
Match-Diesel fuel...eseesscecssasssssssosssoscssssssssasannaas
SPATK~GIrasSS.escteseoassosesssscssososstostssnsserossrsssssosans
Open fire-WeedS....osvieeessvrvocnansoccssssnsasosssoncsnres
Welding torch-Gasoline...ceeveessosnssssnssasocensessocnsnne
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CAUSES OF FIRE 1985
CAUSES OF AUTO FIRES NUMBER

Arson.-..no.-.cIl.ll..'l.0...l.o.a.l..-.l..ul.l.nlol.lll.ll

Auto electric short~Gasollne.ceesissensocsssssossanccsansons
Backfire-casolineltlll.ﬂ.l...ll........l...l'.!..l.l.l'..l. 1
Auto electrlc short-InsulationN.eiecccsosecsssscsnssoncsssnae
Broken fuel line-Ga.soline......-........-.o................
Cigamtte-seat cover.lIll..l.lll.l.‘ll..ll.l'llllll.l..llll
cigarette-MOVj.ns p&d.s..................-....1............,.
cigarette-Tentllll"...l....Cﬂﬂ...II...'l.-...'..ll'l...ll.
Cat convertor-Flooringeccsoisostosesoarssctscsnssasssosssasnas
Fﬂction—Rubber....-.....-........-...-.....-.-.-.-......-o
Hot engine-Gasoline.lIl..'.l.ll..l....‘.....l.'ll..l.....'l
Hot engine-Paper.ccsecssscsssvsoesseassasscossossssnsecssnans
Hot ash-Trash.eicesesvseessoscosossrssnssoosssscssrsressnnanss
Hot manifold-01l..ceceeceecensassossossccnsssosnsrssnrsnnons
LP leak-spark--...-..-........-...................-........
Part failure-Hydraullc 0ll...ccovsossevrsscsassccssossascansns

TYPES OF PROPERTY INVOLVED IN FIRES 1985

DISCRIPTION NUMBER
Abandoned bullding....cceeenvsvssscsosnscsnansssseossssnsse
ApartmentSceievecsnecssssaassscsssesssosossesossasosnosesansnse
AULOS/TTUCKS .+ ¢ e s e vnserenvosnsecsossosssasssssssssonossanas
BBQ 8rill.sccicvsncocosssanssssosacsnncossscorassnasrsscnnsns

Broom-o----.-c--o....--ocana..-.--oo--o.-.--.-o--o-...--a-.

PHRHFRONDNDHRENDNDN P ©F
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Cafecunolooouolto-ono-oaucn.ua-nu-.tuoo-o.c--looloo-ooono-o

Cement plant..ccoeevesorossscnsnaseasesssoncsssssssnssansas
Corn Stubble.s.cciceccessoascsasssssnsossscasasssncassossnsns
Demtment store.ll..lloill._lill.ll...ll.l.ll.lllll..ll'.l.
DWellinge :veoeesesssoonesoassasnsossscsoscssessesstccsssnssonse
Electrlc SigNecccevsorservensnsssostsssssonssccssasesesnsscas

Garagelll....ll.ll.llll..lll...Il..'.'ll.......Ill'.lll...l

&
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Gas lep...Il..lt..lll.ll.ll.l.llll.il‘l.lll...ll..l...ll.‘
Grass/brush & tTaSh.eeeeeesirceeseosesstosnrsssarssessssos 1
Hospital‘...tl.lll.lIl.llll..ll.l.I.'..l..IIl.l.llllll.l...
InstitutionllllIllll.lll...‘..l.'l.....l.llll!llltl....l..l
Lean too..lI'..tllll.llllll..ll...'.ll.l......l!ll.'ll.l!!.
Manufacturing.ceceovesesscesssssssssscossssssesssascnnosnes
Mattress.ll.ll.'l.lll.l..lll.'...l.l.l...l.l....l.tl!l..!..
MObile home.ll.l.llIllll.lll...lIl.ll.....I....."...'..O..
Motel.l.'.to-'ll..ull...l.l..l...l.ll.llll...l.l.lll"'lll.
NeWSPADPeYSesssssossssansnstosvsssossssssssasssssssssnnaioone
NUrsing NOmMEe:.cecesscosacnsnssssssnsssonsaassossestsoscssans
PallotS.eeseesveccssosasacsasssstssasassssossscssesosansans
Ply“oodl'I'O'0.'.!.'.0.0!.......!"'ll.ll..lllll.llllll.l..
PoultTry hOUSE@.ceececsssssrsonsssonsnsrsansnssssoesssocsnssnnse
Super MATKet..coesosetresssanassassasssnssse sacssescsronsae
Tar Kettlee.soeoceossssnosossosassnssnsncsssssssasessssnsan
T AVET e esoaseossossasssasacnstissssssssssaassssoassnssosasse
TracCtOrecesnosstovesssssonssssessssossssssssossncscatesassocas
Trash contalner.scccesessscscsssssesssrsasssosascsssscasncssses
Trailerl.l.ll...ll.l.lltllllll..l.lllll.l.ll.l.ll'l.llllll.
HATEhOUSCe oo orsoneoscssaosssasssseasessosasscsostsnnssascsssse

Helder.ollol.lll.l.l..'lllnl.cloulnl.'n'..‘.l.cllll!tl'..u.
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EMERGENCY, FIRST AID & DEATH CALLS
January 5¢ Glenn Miles, age 86, had fallen. Was conscious on arrival.
Taken to Mercy by Snell's.

February 8: David Norton, age 29, reported pinned under refrigerator. Had
freed self on arrlval.

February 23s Man reported trapped in cab of overturned truck in pot ash pit.
Body recovered.

March 1531 Benjamin Bartholemew, age 2}, freed from locked bathroom,
March 17s Luke Utterback, age 7, struck by auto. Gave lst aild at scene.

March 17: Douglas Cooper, age 21, freed from auto after accldent. Taken to
Mercy by Snells.

March 25: Kathrine Kirshbaun, found on floor unable to get up by herself.
Assisted her to chalr in her apartment. Nothlng used.

April 19s Magaritha Hartman, age 78, became overheated while mowilng lawn. Dept.
gave oxysen for about 5 minutes. Refused ambulance service.

April 21: Report of man pinned under tractor. Dispatcher advised while enroute
that man was free. Dept. returned to statlion, ,

April 223 Joe McCollum, age 1, reported choking on candle. Snell's Just leaving
with child on our arrival. Nothing used.

May 161 Dustin Metcalf, age 4, found trapped in auto. Dept freed hime w/AMKUS tool.

May 18s Assisted Sheriffs Dept. & Snell's in freeing Lynette Lewis, age 41, trapped
in auto after accident.

May 291 2 children, ages‘8 & 9, trapped in elevator., Door opened by Malnt. man,

May 31s Wava Elbert, age 67, found w/no pulse or respiration. Gave CPR for about
15 minutes. Defibbed by Snell's and taken to Mercy.

June 63 Alice Kockler, age 61, found trapped in auto., Freed w/AMKUS tool.
June 12s Timothy Nelson, age 6, had hand freed from pop dispenser by Dept.

June 18s Alphonse Wishnowski, age 66, found w/medical problem, Inhalator used
for about 4 minutes. Taken to Mercy by Snell's.

June 2331 Manuel Rodrigues, age 81, found w/Snell's in attendance. Nothing used.

July 21: Christen Schloemer, found w/foot caught in bicycle crank. Bicycle dis-
mantles and foot freed. Taken to hospltal by Grandparents.

August 273 Dallas Brown, age 38, found trapped in auto. Freed w/AMKUS tool.

September 143 David Everding, age 28, reported in running car in garage. He was
outside on our arrival. Taken to Mercy by Snell's.

September 143 Kennuth Austin, age 60, having difficulty breathing. Nothing used.
Taken to Mercy by Snell's.,

November 7: Mary Blau, age 55, found trapped ln auto. Freed w/AMKUS tool.

December 293 Earl Davis, age 67, found having pains in chest. Given okygen about
5 minutes. Taken to North Iowa by Snell’s,

December 31: Sandy Trettin, age 25, found having trouble breathing. Used inhalator
about 3-4 minutes. Taken to Mercy by Snell's. .

(13)



SCHOOL AND DRILL 1985

During the year 1985, a total of 8,007 man hours of supervised school and drill
time were held for the fire fighting force. These covered a variety of subjects,
as followss

1. Forcible entry 10. 8Streets, hydrants & rules
2. Ladder practice ‘ 11. Use of smoke masks

3. Salvage overhaul 12. Drills - tower & hose

L4, Fire Streams 13. Driving practices

5. Fire apparatus 14, Pump drill-draft & hydrants
6. Hose practices 15, Tagetical problems

7. Ventilation 16. Company inspection & review
8. First ald & rescue 17. General study, optional to
9. Knots, tools & equipment Company Officers

REPORT OF FIRE ALARM OFFICE - 1985
ALARM RECEIVED FER DAY AND MONTH

MONTH SUN MON : TUE WED THU FRI SAT TOTAL
Jan 5 7 6 7 9 17 3 55
Feb 5 8 6 3 6 9 5 L5
Mar 12 11 3 5 6 1k 9 63
Apr 9 9 5 7 4 6 10 50
May i 10 9 12 11 5 7 61
Jun 9 ?7 6 9 7 5 5 48
Jul 10 I I 5 5 10 3 41
Aug b4 6 5 7 9 7 8 L6
Sep 9 8 6 6 8 6 7 50
Oct b 10 9 9 9 5 b 50
Nov 10 g 9 6 g Z 5 zs
Dec 9 10 3 .. _E;_.
Total 93 90 81 82 86 95 7%‘ 01
ALARM RECEIVED FOR EACH 8 HOUR PERIOD
8100 AM 4300 PM MIDNIGHT

MONTH TO 4300 PM  TO MIDNIGHT T0 8100 AM TOTAL FIRE LOSS
Jan 20 15 20 55 $ 14,234, 00
Feb U 20 11 L5 96,351, 00
Mar 24 27 12 63 59,769.00
Apr 25 17 8 50 36,417.00
May 20 30 11 61 15,263.00
Jun 25 11 12 48 3,910,00
Jul 15 50 6 41 20,659.00
Aug 16 20 10 L6 213,460,00
Sep 15 23 12 50 2,850.00
Oct 21 21 8 50 16,699.00
Nov 22 15 8 Ls 4,881.00
Dec 20 17 10 47 22,232.00
Total 237 236 128 o1 $508,725. 00

(14)



REPORT OF FIRE ALARM OFFICE - 1985 (CONT'D)
ALARM RECEIVED BY HOUR

MORNING HOURS NUMBER AFTERNOON & EVENING HOURS NUMBER
12:00 (Midnight) - 12-59 20 12300 (Noon) - 12159 27
1:00 - 1:59 18 1:00 - 1359 35
2:00 - 2159 18 2:00 - 2859 36
3300 ~ 3359 11 33800 - 3159 L0
4300 ~ 4159 13 L300 - 4359 2l
5800 = 5159 13 5300 - 5159 - 32
6100 - 6359 13 6300 - 6159 28
7300 - 7359 20 7300 - 7859 21
8100 - 8159 17 8100 - 83159 49
9300 - 9159 21 9300 - 9159 27
10s00 - 10159 28 10800 - 10359 31
11400 - 11259 35 11400 ~ 11159 24
TOTAL MORNING ALARISS 227 TOTAL AFTERNOON & EVENING ALARMS: 374

TOTAL ALARMS 601

MUTUAL AID ALARMS

Assistance to Clear Lake Flre Department
Assistance to Nora Springs Fire Department
Assistance to Plymouth Fire Department
Assistance to Rockwell Fire Department

TOTAL MUTUAL AID ALARMS

O HEMNDW,
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NATIONAL FIRE PROTECTION ASSOCIATION

ANNUAL FIRE SURVEY
1985

ALL ALARMS AND FIRES

CITY POPULATION 1980 CENSUSs 30,100

(16)

JTEM TYPE OF INCIDENT * NUMBER ESTIMATED LOSS
1, Fires in buildings 76 $476,811.00
2. Fires in motor vehicles 48 - 28,624,00
3. Fires in rubbish, brush 12 None
L. Other outdoor fires 17 1,290.00
5. TOTAL ITEMS 1-4 153 506,725.00
6. Maliclous false alarms 5 None
7. All other alarms 443 None
8. TOTAL ITEMS 5-7 601 506,725.00
9. FIRE CASUALTIES FIREMEN OTHER

Killed 0 0
Injured 5 7
BREAKDOWN OF FIRES IN BUILDINGS

ITEM OCCUPANCY NUMBER LOSS

10. Apartments 9 $ 51,993.00

11, Dwellings 4o 174,287.00

12. Hotels & Motels 1 None

13. Other residentlal 5 49,187.00

14, Institutions 6 80.00

15. Schools & Colleges 0 None

16. Public assembly 3 150,000.00

17. Stores, offices & other commercial 2 33,598.00

18. Manufacturing 7 16,350.00

19. Storage 1 None

20, Mobile homes 2 1,316.00

21, Miscellaneous 0 None
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I wish

CONCLUSION
to express my sincere thanks tos

Mayor and Clty Council for thelr support and cooperation in the
operation of the Fire Department.

Members of the Civil Service Commission, the Board of Trustees of the
Fire Retirement system, and to all Department Heads within the Qlty.

Members of the varlous inspection departments within the City for thelr
cooperation and assistance to the members of the Fire Preventlon Bureau.

The Citizens of the Clty of Mason City for fine cooperation with the
Fire Prevention Bureau and Inspectors of the Fire Department.

Globe Gazette and radio and television stations for the liberal space
and time glven to the true and accurate reporting of all fires.

Members of the Mason City Police Department for excellent cooperation.

Each and every member of the Mason City Fire Department for promptness
and efficlency in the performance of their dutles.

Sincerely,

/;;%Wﬂ (/éh/« ﬂlﬁfvu~

Ron Van Horn, Chief
Mason City Fire Department
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RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE CHIEF

My recommendatlons are very similar and a repeat of last year's recommendations,
as I feel they are stilll current matters and of the most importance to our Fire
Department operations

During the year of 1985 the final construction of many commercial buildings, in
Mason City, were completed and the buildings occupled, which include Southbridge
Mall, Walmart & Shopko. Our Fire Preventlon Bureau staff worked real diligently,
reviewing the blueprints of the new bulldings and also making on site inspections
to make sure that fire safety requirements were.garrled out. The Fire Prevention
Bureau also assisted the City Building Inspector, in making a percentage of lnspec-
tions in the rental housing inspection program. We are very fortunate to have
three (3) full time fire inspectors in our Fire Preventlon Bureau. I recommend
that we never reduce thils number as this should be the minimum staffing of this
Fire Department division.

In June 1984, because of the City's economic problems, we terminated one (1) fire
"fighter. We now have three (3) battalions (shifts) of fire fighters, two (2)
battalions have eleven (11) fire fighters each and one (1) battalion has ten (10)
fire fighters, If is my recommendatlon that we hire a person, to restore all
three (3) battalions to eleven (11) men each, in the near future, so that we will
have three (3) battalions of equal manpower strength.

Respectfully submitted,

iF%é?i» t)”‘“\ LJnV 5

Ron Van Horn
Chief of Fire Department
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