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Mason City Celebrates Arbor Day ks

Arbor Day began in 1872 in the state of Nebraska when J. Sterling Morion proposed ¢
o the Nebraska Board of Agriculture thet o special day be set aside for the planting 4
of trees. The holiday was first observed with the planing of an estimated one million ¥
irees in Nebraska and Arbor Day is now celebrated in all 50 states and many
countries throughout the world. Trees play an important role in our lives: frees can
reduce ihe erosion of precious fopsoil by wind and water, help with energy efficiency

-

by cutting heating and cooling costs, moderate the femperature, clean the air, produce life-giving oxygen and provide habifat for

wﬂdl fe. They are uiso ( renewable resource giving us paper, wood for our homes, fuel for our fires and couniless other wood
; products. Trees in our city increase propenty values, enhance the economic vitality of business

areas, and beaufify our communify, and wherever they are planted, they serve s a source of

joy and spiritual renewal. Arbor Day is celebrated in lowa the lost Friday in Aprit every vear,

and quality of life in Mason City.
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The Mayor and City Council members commemorated Arbor Day by planting a Kerean Maple tree af the Bike Share pmgmm
MacNider Art Museum and Mayor Bookmeyer designated Arbor Day in Mason City by signing a
proclamation of @ Council meeting. Streef/Park Supervisor Bob Berggren faught students proper tree Calendar Of Evenfs
planting fechniques and the importance of correct free planfing measures at 2 separate tree planting
events this post spring. Students were also educated on fhe history and importance of celebrating Arbor Day and faking care of trees year round, not just
when they are planted. Over 300 frees of diverse species were planted thanks 1o the hard work and dedication of volunteers fo improve the environment

New Faces

Mason City Designated as a Tree City USA

In honor of its commitment fo effective
urban forest management, Mason City
received the "Tree City USA’ designation
for the 13th year. The Tree City USA
program is sponsored by the Arbor Day |
Foundation in partnership with the U.S. il
Forest Service and the National Association of State Foresters and
has been greening up communities across the country since 1976.
This nationwide movement provides the framework necessary for
communities to manage and expand their public trees. Mason City
achieved the four core standards of sound urban forestry
management to become a Tree City USA by maintaining a tree board
or department, having a community iree ordinance, spending at least
S2 per capita on urban forestry, and celebrating Arbor Day. Trees are
assefs to a community when properly planted and maintained, and
they help improve the visual appeal of a neighborhood, increase
property values, reduce home cooling costs, remove air pollutants
and provide wildlife habitats, among many other benefits. As a Tree
City USA recipient, Mason City joins more than 3,400 cities and
towns in all 50 states with a population total of 137 million people.

Location and Upkeep

In determining where to plant trees, City staff defermines the best type of tree to be
planted at specific locations to include diverse species of trees, consideration of
height and width of the mature tree and any obstacles that may pose a concern as

the tree develops. It is important to not only plant tfrees but to maintain the trees that

we already have.The City has added an aerial basket truck fo its fleet of vehicles and

hired additional staff members dedicated as an Arborist crew. This crew is responsible

for the frimming of frees in the street right-of-way and at all city facilities including

parks, the cemetery, and golf course. The crew will conhnuolly ’rrcun to ensure the
personnel,

RIVER CITY NEWS

Suggestions and comments are
always welcome. Please contact:

City Administrafor's office

10 1st Street NW

Mason City, IA 50401

(641) 421-2701 (phone)
(641) 424-7189 (fax)
cityinformation@masoncity.net




FIREWORKS FOR NEW YEAR'S SEASON

Fireworks can legally be set off in Mason City on December 31 from
9 am unfil 12:30 am on January 1 with the exception of certain
areas in the City. City Code Section 8-3-11 restricts the places where
fireworks may be discharged in the City of Mason City. They may not
be set off on public properfy (including schools, parks and
cemeteries) or within 200 yards of hospitals, hospice care centers,
or nursing homes. Be a good neighbor and respect others’ property
and sensitivity. Most of all - be careful!

Do you dream of owning your own home but struggle to find a home you can afford?

We may have ihe ideal home for you! The Cily is offering a remodeled low-maintenance home for sale.
Located at 430 19 St. NE, this 3 bedroom, 1 ¥ bath home has been completely rehabilifated. The City has
invested $40,000 to update the house. A new elecirical service, new furnace and boiler and new water
heater have been installed. In addifion, both bathrooms and the kifchen have been completely overhauled
with new cabinets and appliances. In addifion, many of the windows are new. The house feafures first floor
laundry hookups and a flexible space that could be used for an office or a fourth bedroom. For storage,
there is a % basement and large 2-stall garage in the back yard. Located in a redeveloping nei hborhood :
near Downfown, the Library and MacNider Museeum, it is less than half a mile from East Park. This house js _ SR FERais=

a great first home for a young and growing family, ot a price that cannof be beat. It is available for $59,100.The buyer will receive insfant
equity, as this home has been appraised at $69,100.The successful buyer must qualify for bank financing and have a family income no
higher than 120% of the area median income ($77,300 for a family of our).The buyer obtains a mortgage for the purchase price less
any down payment. At closing, the City will place a second morigage on the prope for the $40,000 in renovation costs. If the owner
does not sell for at least seven years, the CiRr's second morfgage will be forgiven. If the buyer sells before seven years have passed, the
owner must pay back the unforgiven balance of the City's morigage (i.e., if the home is sold after five years, the seller must pay the final
two years of the loan prior to or at closing). Contact Tricia Sandahl af (641) 421-3626 for more information.

W

Kevin Jacobson Honored with the Service Above Self Award

The Mason City Noon Rotary Club annually recognizes a government employee fo receive the "Service Above
Self* Award. The award is presented fo a government employee for their actions both on and off the job.This
year's reipient is Finance Director Kevin Jacobson. Kevin has a strong work ethic and is considered an
advocate for good government and decision making. He has a strong belief that his responsibility is fo
protect our City’s resources. The professional manner the Kevin conducts business has created a profound
respect among his peers and members of the public he comes in fo contact with. Kevin has been with the city for over 20 years.
Congratulations!
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onarch Butterfly Garden Developing at Georgia Hanford Park
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Award Winning Public Transit
Mason City Publc Transit received a Federal Transit Administration Award of Excellence a8
for highest increase of ridership among Small Urban Transit B
Systems in lowa for 2015-2016. Shown is Development
Services Director Steven Van Steenhuyse, Transit Operations &
Safety Manager Dylan Schulte and Logan Daniels, FTA
Program Manager. Congratulations!



With fall now upon us and the winter months around the corner, our
summer programs are winding down. The Beautification program was a
great success this year and the flower beds once again looked terrific
around Mason City. Our Adopt-A-Programs helped to beautify the City
and keep our environment in good shape.

Even though our summer programs are coming to a finish for the season,
there is still plenty of volunteer work to be done. This fall there are still a
few service projects planned, plenty of one-time projects to get done,
and a few tree plantings planned. For more information, please visit the
volunteer section of the City’'s website by going to www.masoncity.net
clicking on “How Do 1”and then clicking on “Volunteer”.

If you have any questions or would like more information on anything,
please call Drew Verstegen at (641)-421-3372 or email
dverstegen@masoncity.net.

SUCCESSFUL LAUNCH OF NEW BIKE SHARE PROGRAM Mason City Youth Task Force is promoting

o~ SR

~ The Active Living and Transportation (A.L.T.) Commission, yOUth mental health awareness within
s~ an outcome of Blue Zones Project, ordered twelve bikes

| that serve as the first phase of the new bike share program, [eisHG16 throughout the Commun!ty

with approval and support from the City Council and the

8 Parks and Recreation Board. Bike rack locations will be at Youth Mental Health First Aid trammg
Zity Hall, East Park Prairie Playground parking area, and at MacNider workshops are being held in our area to
Zampgrounds. The program will increase accessibility to biking around the City, Py ) ;
:omplementing the expansion of the bike trail system. Equipment is sourced prowde information and increase
rom Koloni Bike, a bike share platform that uses Bluetooth technology to awareness of symptoms in YOUth. If
>rovide a simple and affordable experience for users and operators. “The bikes ; 5 i
ire rented through an app, so a smart phone and credit card will be required. interested in learnmg
The instructions will be on each bike rack on how to download and put in your more about the free
»ersonal information and credit card information. The app will then send you a i “F ne
:ode for you to unlock the bike,” says Dr. Steven Shurtz, Chairman of the A.LL.T. Wor kS-hOp training, . =
_Iommission. Special thanks to local program sponsors: 1st Insurance, Brick lease contact the m‘rmmﬂ“m
‘urniture, Cerro Gordo Independent Insurance Agents, Central Park Denistry, P ESSION
‘at Hill Brewing, First Citizens Bank, Lee Realty, Moorman Clothiers, North lowa  JYE) City Youth Task i Eﬁgﬂ;
loemmunity Credit Union, North lowa SPIN, Visit Mason City, and Wayne’s Ski & -
Iycle. For more information regarding the bike share program or bike awareness Force Ofﬁce at
n Mason City, or to pick up Mason City Bike Maps, contact Blue Zones (64‘[) 421-2708
roject-Mason City at (641) 424-7181. More information about Koloni can be
ound at kolonishare.com.

Leu fn How YOU Cun muke Muson cny a safer Place o Walk and Bike
‘ M Elementary Students Planting Trees as part of the

Trees For Kids Program




New Faces

Tyler Beemer was hired os a Transit Driver on Jung 12,

2017. Tyler is currently attending lowa State University

and jeined the City while he is home for summer break.
Welcome oboard!

September 2017

4 City offices closed

) Zoning Board of Adjustment, 4 pm

City Council Regular Meeting, 7 pm
Sanitation Make-up Day for September 4
Historic Preservation Commission

Airport Commission, 4 pm

Park & Recreation Board, 6 pm

Planning & Zoning Commission, 7 pm

North lowa Diversity Appreciation Team, 4 pm

by
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Josh Boehmer started with the City of Mason City as o
Meter Utility Person on June 21, 2017. Josh has
preVIOUSiV WOl’ked fOf the le\,’ asda SBGSORN MeTer Elmwood-St, Joseph Cememry Board, 8 am
Reader. Congratulations and thank you for joining us . NIDAT Lunch by Central Park, 11 am-1:30 pm
full time! 19 Library Beard, 4:15 pm
?:IILIJSféum Boiuﬁrd, 5]:30Nf!)m’ .
| ounci ikeguidr veeiing, M

Victor Boehmer was hired as a Transit Driver on June 9, 30 Ein:wood—SI. Jo‘ieph Cemesgry H?smry Walk
2017. Victor previously worked for the City for several
years, also as o Transit Driver. We're happy you have October 2017 :
joined our feam oguin! 3 Z(Jnmg Boqrd of Adjustment, 4 pm

City Council Regular Meeting, 7 pm
Historic Preservation Commission, 4:30 pm
Airport Commission, 4 pm
Alice Ciavarelli started on May 1, 2017 as the Youth Park & Recreation Board, 6 pm
the Yout#:j Tosr‘I;i Forc?\,1 Direc?o&. Alice was previously ﬂgrfmilfgiﬁf gif:"l'r’;ﬁyc%fggmgh 77 U o
employed af Mercy Medical Center North lowa for a : oL :
number of years and held several positions throughout ; E’;}T;f;”gf)jidj’i?;'g"p&‘me‘“’v Hatl)
her career. Congratulations and thank you for joining us! & |- Museum Board, 5:30 pm

/ City Council Regular Meeling
Briona Hesse joined the Citg‘s Development Services Artoberfest, MacNider Museum, 7 pm
Department on July 6, 2017 as o Pari-time Adminstrative ) City Council Listening Post, Time and Location TBD
Specialist - Transit Safey. Briana brings with her
adminstrative and technical experience from the nursing ?Novemltile_.:rr 2-0 ] 7 Comession 420
field. Welcome aboard! istoric P[(,sg,ryclu‘m mmmmmn, 4:30 pm
: Daylight Savings Time Ends
Election Day
‘ Zoning Board f Adjustment, 4 pm
Kevin Jahnel joined the City as a Transit Driver on June 9, C{'J’f\:”%&';:(h'ﬂ'ug(‘f{}‘y‘)“gﬂ’f{o‘rm( ;g&‘ i
155, ik : ; S N embe

2017. K?%Flﬂ b”ggds .W”h lT’];]m ?(evemfl years e)(pe?ence as North lowa Diversity Appreciation Team, 4 pm
(n QVer-ine-road arver. Thank you for joining us: Elmwood-St, Joseph Cemetary Board, 8 am

Cily offices closed

Airport Commission, 4 pm

Doug Sorenson started with the City of Mason City on Park & Recreation Board, 6 pm
Planning & Zoning Commission, 7 pm

July 10, 2017 as a Heavy Equipment Operator-Arborist Library Board, 415 pm

in our Operations & Maintenance Department. Doug has Museum Board, / pm

20 years’ experience between using o variety of heavy | City Council Regular Meefing, 7 pm

equipmenf Ond truckmg‘ Congrafumﬁons Und fhﬂnk you ks Sanitation M(JkC*Lll) DU\/ for November 23 and 24

Ul | City offices closed
for joining us! City offices closed

Danya Thoms was hired as the Mason City Recreation
Department os a Recreation Programmer-Aquatics & December 2017
Activities on April 19, 2017. Danya has @ Bachelor's 2 Sl el Al B Al
Degree in Leisure, Youth and Human Services from the |l HiSlori PiGsenalion Commission, 4:30 pm
University of Northern lowa and was previously employed MacNider: Off the Clack Holiday Edition, 5-7 pm
with the City’s Recreation Department working in mulfiple MacNider Museun Holiday Open House/Kids™ Club, 1-4pm
positions. Welcome aboard! Airport Commission
; Park & Recreation Board, 6 pm
Planning & Zoning Commission, / pm

. SANITATION M2 North lowa Diversily Appreciation Team, 4 pm

ek rbngt o Sl Elmwood-St. Jaseph Cemetery Board, & am

HOUDAY S g_ﬂlg o Sﬂn"ﬂtiﬁn Muke~Up Library Board, 4:15 pm
; Museum Board, 5:30 pm

NE‘W‘ Year's Day MOﬂ_dGV. JGﬂUGW ] : WEUI'!GSdGY, JGHUGW 3 City Council Regular Meeling, /7 pm
President’s Day - Monday, February 19 Wednesday, February 21 2 City offices end MacNider Museum closed
 Good Fridcy - Fr'id'uy March 30 Wednesduy March 28 . Sonitation Make-up Day for December 25
Mermorial Dy Monday, May 28 Wednesday May 30 : e cieaderis balio chonoe
Independence Doy Wadnesday, July 4 N/A ! Dle YOUﬁﬁlNO\iV i SR St
; : ] el ...turning off the water while you brush your teeth can save 4 gallons of water

Labor Day Monday, September 3~ Wednesday, Seplember 5 S
Veleran's DCW Monduv, November 12 WEGHESGQV, November 14 ...running your dishwasher and washing mochine only when full can save
Thanksgiving Day Thursday, November 22 - Wednesday, November 21 JRRSSEReEUSRR C A Ru 1S

b . : i ...that 70% of the Earih is covered in water, but only .4% of that is available
DOVA affer Thﬂnksgwmg_ F”dﬂy' November 23 : Wednesday, November 21 for human consumption for 7 billion people. Teach your family 1o conserve
Christmas Da Juesday, December 25 Wednesday, December 26 IR EIR- e oy

Qur mission 15 fo grovide eficient ond effective Ci f tife in 0 safe and viable community;
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